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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

January is seen by many as a new beginning for bigger and better things, and I want 
to wish everyone involved in our industry a very Happy New Year and a most successful 
2016.

I also want to thank the Board of Directors for their confidence and support in re-
electing me to be your Chair for another year.  This past year has definitely been full of new experiences for me and I 
look forward to what this upcoming year holds.

Reflecting back over the past year, I must say I am glad to see that many controversial issues are hopefully behind us.  
A year ago, I stated that the turmoil our industry was in would likely turn into something positive.  We now have over 
40 sheds that have either completed, or are in the process of, installing foreign material detection equipment that will 
show the world our family farms continue to produce the safest food in the world.  

Regarding the disinfection program, our industry has reached an agreement with the Provincial Government on how 
disinfection services will take place into the future.  As I write this report, workshops are being held across the Province 
to educate our growers on how we will move forward.  We are very fortunate to have three highly respected individuals 
presenting at these workshops.  I want to thank Dave MacSwain, Solke de Boer and Ken Lingley for working closely 
with the Board’s Working Group to develop a plan of action that will ensure that disinfection services are maintained or 
enhanced for our industry.

Since our AGM in November, we have held two Board meetings with 
our newly appointed Directors.  I want to welcome Jason Hayden, Wayne 
Townshend, and Fulton Hamill to the Board and I look forward to their 
contributions over the next year.  

Recently, I have started a new procedure during our Board meetings.  
A roundtable is being held where each Director can bring forward issues 
or concerns from their own District.  I hope it will prove to be an effective 
means to share what growers have to say and I look forward to our future 
meetings.  Although the Directors will be responsible for bringing the issues 
forward, I encourage each of you to reach out to your Director, or me, if you 
would like an issue or concern brought to the Board’s attention.  

I leave you with the following quote to reiterate the importance of listening 
to what others have to say.  From the very insightful Dalai Lama: “When you 
talk you are only repeating what you know.  But if you listen, you may learn 
something new.”

All the best to everyone,
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Potato BoaRD News
New Directors

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board welcomed three 
new directors at their December 2015 Board meeting.

Wayne Townshend of Bay Fortune in Eastern PEI began 
his term as a seed director representing growers in the 
Montague-Souris district.  Wayne and his brother John 
farm with Wayne’s three sons Adam, Kyle and Isaac and 
John’s son Andrew.  Their production is split between 
seed and fresh potatoes.  They are always evaluating new 
varieties and work closely with variety agents to identify 
a variety that works well for seed production while also 
appealing to consumer tastes.  They rotate potatoes with 
grain and forage  crops.  This is Wayne’s first time on the 
Board, and he will be finishing the remaining two years of 
a three year term.

 Fulton Hamill is returning to the Board to serve as 
tablestock director for the Summerside District. Fulton 
previously served two terms as the seed sector director 
from 2008 to 2013.  He grows fresh and seed potatoes in 
Searletown with his son Greg. As well as potatoes, Fulton 
is a certified seed grain producer.

Jason Hayden from Cherry Valley has joined the Board to 
fill the tablestock director position for the Charlottetown 
District that was left vacant with the retirement of Irwin 
Jay.  Jason has grown potatoes since he was a boy – first 
with his grandfather Billy, father Wayne, and brother Dean 
with Hayden Produce, and now with his two sons Josh 
and Harrison under the banner of Eastern Farms.  They 
grow a range of varieties for the fresh market, and the 
early market has always been a focus.  This is Jason’s first 
experience as a Board director.

Meeting with the Federal Minister of Agriculture
On December 21, 2015, Potato Board representatives 

had an opportunity to meet with the new federal 
Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Lawrence MacAulay.  Alex 
Docherty, Rodney Dingwell, Greg Donald and Brenda 
Simmons attended the meeting on behalf of the Potato 
Board.  Accompanying the Minister were Wayne Easter, 
MP for Malpeque, and representatives from CFIA and 
AAFC’s Market and Information Services Branch (MISB).  
Board representatives were able to discuss concerns 

and opportunities to work together with the federal 
government in four main areas.

i) CFIA:  the industry has concerns regarding 
operations on PEI, including the Montague office, the 
closure of the Borden Inspection Office, additional 
fees collected on loads of tablestock due to US 
potato wart requirements cost recovery, and the 
negative impact that this is having on local growers 
and shippers.  There are also concerns with the CFIA 
cost recovery initiatives that are underway.  Board 
representatives related how the costs of items such 
as PCN testing affect competitiveness.  The group 
also discussed the trade problems caused by CFIA’s 
unsuccessful push to implement the Seed Potato 
Tuber Quality Management Program for shipments to 
the USA, and the issue with the recent move of the 
National Director of the potato program to another 
area of responsibility.

ii) Crop Insurance:  representatives expressed support 
for the Crop Insurance program and continuation of 
federal support and enhancement of this program.

iii)  Research:  the industry is in the middle of the Growing 
Forward II program of federal research funding, and this 
program has been working well for PEI and our national 
Potato Research Working Group.  There has been talk 
that the federal contribution toward research projects 
in Growing Forward III may be dropping from 75% to 
50%.  It was noted that if this occurs, it will reduce the 
amount of research work that can be sponsored by the 
industry. Board representatives encouraged continued 
federal support of basic and applied research for the 
potato industry.

iv)  The Development of a PACA-like Trust: this 
was an election issue strongly supported by the 
CPMA and the Canadian Horticultural Council.  PEI 
has supported forward movement on this issue to 
bring our system in line with the United States and 
to provide protection to Canadian produce sellers. 

The Board appreciated the opportunity to meet with 
the Minister and advise him of the Island potato industry’s 
concerns and priorities on a provincial basis and as part of 
a national industry.
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Potato Association of America Winter Seed 
Certification Meeting

Held in early December, this annual meeting gathers 
the directors of all the state seed potato certification 
programs in the United States, as well as representatives 
from USDA/APHIS and CFIA.  The Seed Coordinators from 
PEI and Alberta are also members of this PAA committee 
and usually attend.  The agenda covers current disease 
issues, changes to seed certification programs, updates 
on seed related research, and reports on quarantine areas 
and pests.  Some of the key topics covered at the 2015 
meeting included:

•  Updates on PCN and testing in quarantine areas in 
the USA and Canada.

•  An update on Potato Wart in Canada.  Seed and fresh 
potatoes are continuing to move to the United States 
under a Federal Order.  USDA/APHIS had suggested 
earlier in the year that a Canada/US Potato Wart 
working group be set up, but since the situation is 
under control and product is moving well under the 
federal order, they have suggested that the initiation 
of a working group be put on hold for the time being.  
CFIA was in agreement with this suggestion.

•  There were some severe incidences of blackleg 
in the Midwest USA last year.  Several causal agents 
have been identified, including some Dickeya species; 
however, none of the severe strain of Dickeya solani 
that is found in Europe has been identified.  Practices 
to limit blackleg in the field as well as lab testing 
methods were discussed.  There are differences in 
state certification regulations and some do not have 
blackleg as a scoreable disease.  This may change in 
the future.

•  There have been requests from some European 
countries to both Canada and the United States to 
allow nuclear seed potato material to move directly into 
North America from Europe without the need to pass 
through plant quarantine.  There was no consensus 
reached at this time to proceed with changes, but it is 
hoped that this issue can be directed through NAPPO 
so that all North American countries make uniform 
changes at the same time.  There were some concerns 
identified that would have to be addressed before 
import requirements change.

There are many changes going on in seed certification 
circles these days, as many long time directors have 
already retired or are approaching retirement age.  The 
PAA remains a good forum to stay current and participate 
in discussions on seed certification issues.

Meet us at the 
International Potato Technology Expo 

CHARLOTTETOWN   February 26-27, 2016
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PEI Potato Board Announces Revised Potato 
Disinfection Program

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board announced a 
new plan for potato disinfection on Prince Edward Island.  
This revised program was formed through collaboration 
with industry members and the Prince Edward Island 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, as well as 
independent scientific consultation.  Additionally, the 
Board believes that this plan meets the needs of potato 
farmers and addresses concerns voiced after the previously 
announced changes to the potato disinfection program.

This plan has the following main components:

1.  Effective January 1st, the Prince Edward Island Potato 
Board took over responsibility for disinfection services 
offered at the Borden-Carleton Inspection Station.  
Disinfection services will be available at this location for 
any trucks moving potatoes.  As a transition measure, 
provincial staff will assist with disinfection services at the 
Borden facility until March 31, 2016.

2.  The PEI Potato Board hosted a series of workshops 
across Prince Edward Island in January to provide potato 
farmers, packers, and other industry partners with all of 
the necessary information to perform disinfection.  These 
workshops addressed biosecurity, Bacterial Ring Rot (BRR), 
and practical approaches to achieving top-notch cleaning 
and disinfection on farms.  A standard disinfection log 
book and certification form has been provided to farmers 
to record their disinfection activities as supporting 
documentation to the Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
(CFIA) and other interested parties.  Furthermore, support 
is being offered through the Canada-PEI Growing 
Forward II program to assist farmers with the purchase 
and installation of disinfection equipment.

3.  Some private businesses have contacted the Board to 
indicate their availability to provide third party disinfection 
services.  These businesses will also be offered standard 
forms to record that disinfection services have been 
provided.

4.  The PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
through the Plant Health Act, will retain regulatory 
responsibility for oversight of PEI potato farms (both seed 
and non-seed) if BRR infection occurs. 

5.  The PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries will 
continue to provide dedicated cleaning and disinfection 
services under contract with CFIA for potato wart 

regulated land.

The Prince Edward Island potato industry worked with 
both levels of government over many years to bring 
Bacterial Ring Rot to the point of functional eradication, 
and it is important that growers maintain on-farm 
biosecurity measures to protect against potential sources 
of infection. 

CFIA regulations require that all trucks transporting bulk 
seed potatoes must be cleaned and disinfected before 
being loaded. The new disinfection strategy continues 
to meet these requirements and reassures buyers of 
Prince Edward Island seed potatoes that there will be 
no disruption in disinfection service.  Prince Edward 
Island potatoes will continue to meet or exceed federal 
regulations.

Greg Donald, General Manager of the Prince Edward 
Island Potato Board, notes that “the plan addresses 
our need to ensure biosecurity for our seed sector, the 
foundation of our Island potato industry.  Through a 
collaborative approach with multiple experts and industry 
partners, we were pleased to arrive at a solution which 
maintains or enhances measures to prevent outbreaks of 
potato diseases such as Bacterial Ring Rot.”

Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Hon. Alan McIsaac 
added that “The Province of Prince Edward Island 
recognizes the contribution of the Island’s potato 
farmers to our province and that through constructive 
collaboration between the Province of Prince Edward 
Island and PEI Potato Board, the industry will maintain 
its reputation for high quality product via enhanced 
emphasis on the highest standards of biosecurity.”

Dave MacSwain speaking at a Cleaning and Disinfection 
Workshop in Charlottetown in January 2016.
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Dr. Tom Wolf, Agrimetrix Research & Training, Saskatoon, SK      10:00-11:30 am 
Optimizing Your Sprayer Performance while Reducing Environmental Concerns 
 

Dr. Tom Wolf - Questions and Discussion        11:30-11:45 am

Tradeshow Luncheon              12:00-1:30 pm

Dr. Bernie Zebarth, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Fredericton, NB         1:30-2:00 pm 
Potato Yield Variation: What we have learned so far and how can we “turn the corner” on declining potato productivity?

Dr. Gefu Wang-Pruski, Dalhousie University’s Agricultural Campus, Truro, NS         2:00-2:30 pm 
Verticillium wilt: Overview and management strategies for improved potato production

Dr. Tom Wolf, Agrimetrix Research & Training, Saskatoon, SK            2:30-3:00 pm 
Making and Keeping Friends: Pesticide spraying and public relations

Lane Stockbrugger, Farm Credit Canada, Englefeld, SK            3:00-3:30 pm 
Social License from the Farm(er) Perspective 

International Potato technology expo Conference schedule
February 26th, 2016 at Red Shores, Charlottetown, PEI.    

Registration:  $20.00, which includes lunch and admission to tradeshow and seminars. 
To register online, visit https://secure.masterpromotions.ca/IPTEConference/
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CAD - USD Exchange: 
Examining Impact to Growers

by Scott Howatt 
Processing Coordinator 

PEI Potato Board

As the Potato Processing Committee (PPC) prepares 
for our 2016 contract talks, we continually hear from 
Island growers that currency exchange rates must play a 
role during the upcoming talks. Last February and again 
in November, the PPC hosted CIBC currency exchange 
experts to learn more about how the Canadian / USA 
exchange rate affects our customers’ business and how 
they can profitably manage currency exchange by 
hedging and options products.

Some of the information regarding currency exchange 
rates and the products to manage those rates is quite 
detailed, so I thought for this article I would provide a 
simple picture of the recent history of exchange rates and 
a couple of examples of how the strengthened US dollar 
(USD) is impacting Canadian potato farmers and Canadian 
potato processors.

The chart below shows the value of the Canadian 
Dollar (CAD) per 1 USD. On September 14, 2012, one CAD 
purchased $1.03070 USD and then, up until February 
2013, our dollars remained at or above “par”; par meaning 

equally valued. Since then, the Canadian dollar has 
been below par and as the chart shows, it has dropped 
drastically during the past three years. 

On February 5, 2014, just two days before our first 
contract negotiation meeting that season, the Canadian 
dollar closed at $0.90233 and on March 21, 2015, two 
days before contract talks began on PEI last year, the 
dollar closed at $0.79293. Currently the Canadian dollar 
sits below $0.70 and some Canadian economists predict 
further devaluation as world oil stocks continue to 
oversupply the demand for crude oil worldwide. The 
chart shows from February 2013 to January, 2016 that the 
Canadian Dollar has lost over 30% of its value compared 
to the US greenback.

How does this impact you and your customers? Well, 
a Canadian potato farmer looking to purchase a new, 
high capacity, European style, 6 row potato planter was 
able to purchase that unit for $138,000 Canadian in the 
spring of 2013. This spring, that same planter will cost that 
same grower $194,000, of which $42,000 is the exchange 
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differential.  This is a 30.5% increase in pricing due to 
exchange rates alone; a price increase which does not 
improve the efficiency or productivity of that unit.

Conversely, on the finished side of the business, a 
Canadian processing plant that sells frozen potato 
products into the USA is able to realize the benefits of 
selling their Canadian made products in US Dollars. A 
Canadian processor selling $100,000,000 worth of finished 
product in American dollars during the calendar year of 
2015 would have seen that sales revenue converting into 
$127,871,000 according to the Bank of Canada, Financial 
Markets Dept.’s Year Average of Exchange Rates. There 
is no additional cost of goods sold associated with that 
additional $27.8 million, and therefore the weakened 
Canadian dollar has provided Canadian processors with a 
windfall of monies to reinvest in their factories and their 
people.

With respect to the potato growers of PEI, they strongly 
believe that their processing customers need to invest 
some of those additional dollars from the exchange into 
raw potato purchases so that they, the growers, can invest 
in the technology and equipment necessary for them to 
advance their farm operations’ productivity and financial 
sustainability. 
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Post-Harvest test Results
and aphid alert Patterns

by Mary Kay Sonier 
Seed Coordinator 
PEI Potato Board

The Testing Process in PEI

Post harvest test samples in PEI are generally collected 
in the field after topkill and prior to harvest or during the 
harvest operation.  The standard sample size is 200 tubers 
per seed lot collected randomly across the field or a few 
tubers taken from every load of that seed lot at harvest.  
The sample number may be slightly higher for seed 
lots over 40 acres in size or slightly lower for small seed 
plots.  Once submitted to the lab, the samples undergo 
a dormancy breaking process and are then planted in a 
greenhouse.  

After several weeks of growth, green leaf material is 
harvested and tested using the ELISA lab method.  Material 
from each tuber is tested separately to determine percent 
virus content. For those wishing to pay the extra cost and 
have the testing done more quickly, the PCR method of 
lab testing can be done which does not require dormancy 
breaking and grow out as this test can be done on dormant 
tubers.  For retest samples and others submitted later in 
the season, tubers are dipped in gibberellic acid to break 
dormancy and are then placed in a warm room to sprout, 
and the sprouts are tested using the ELISA method.

How Accurate is the Test?

Test results should provide a preview of what one can 
expect to see in the field the following year, but they are 
not absolute.  For example, a 0.5% test does not mean 
you will see exactly 0.5% in the field, rather, you may 
expect to see virus content of between zero and 1.5%.  
The higher the post harvest test result, the wider the 
range may be.  A post harvest test audit is conducted by 
the PEIDAF each year, where a number of grower names 
are selected randomly and paperwork is checked (seed 
source, certification records,  post harvest test, volume) to 
ensure the seed planted on the farm is meeting provincial 
standards.  

During the last three years, the audit has also include a 
field inspection by a retired CFIA inspector of a portion of 
the acres.  In 2013, 1,722 acres were inspected and 2,900 
acres were inspected in 2014.  Between 75-82% of the 
fields inspected had a field reading within 1% of the post 

harvest test reading, and 90% of the samples were within 
3% of the post harvest test reading.  This shows that 
the test is providing a good indication of what growers 
can expect to see in the field the following year.  There 
could be several causes for the few samples showing a 
variation above 3%: samples with a higher post harvest 
test reading (approaching 3%), a wider variation may be 
expected than in lots with lower readings; where a poor 
sample was provided (more tubers taken from one part 
of the field than others); or just an outlier has occured 
(natural variation as the test is statistically 95% within the 
expected range.)

2015 Crop Results

Approximately 99% of the testing for the 2015 crop was 
completed as of January 18, 2016.  As one can see from 
the tables below, test results were very similar to those 
we saw in 2013.

Year Visual Pass Rate % lots within cap

2015 96.2 79

2014 97.5 89

2013 96.8 78

2012 95.7 57

2011 92.2 80

2010 93.3 82

2009 93.1 56

Variety
Pass Rate 
% in 2015

Pass Rate 
% in 2014

Pass Rate 
% in 2013

Russet Burbank 80 84 79

Shepody 74 93 68

Yukon Gold 69 n/a 60

Goldrush 60 82 59

Ranger Russet 80 100 n/a

Superior 64 79 66

Norland 85 100 80

Other 82 n/a 86
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Aphid Alert Patterns

Back when leafroll was the 
major virus issue in the late 
1990’s and early 2000’s, the green 
peach aphid was the virus vector 
of major concern.  Late season 
aphid control and early topkill 
became key to bringing this 
virus under control.  This is not 
the situation with PVY, which is 
our main virus of concern at the 
present time.  The primary vector 
of PVY is aphids in the “other 
aphid” category, or aphids which 
move through the crop but do 
not colonize potatoes, such grain 
aphid, corn aphids, etc.  We had 
a year of very low virus spread in 
2014 and when you look at the 
graph showing catches via the aphid alert trap network 
program, you can see that we had very low aphid numbers 
all season.  

Looking at aphid numbers in years with high levels of 
virus spread - such as 2009 and 2012 - it seems that it does 
not take a great increase in average aphid catch numbers 
to create conditions suitable for virus spread if inoculum is 
available, and there is always some virus content in fields.  
If we look at the numbers from the 2015 season, it seems 
that there was small peak of aphid movement in mid-July 
and a larger one in mid-August when virus spread could 
have occurred.

As has been noted, we are always looking backward 
at aphid numbers. We never know what the aphid 
populations are going to be like, so seed crops need to be 
managed every year as if aphid numbers will be high.

Research on Oil and Aphicide Applications as a Means 
of Minimizing PVY Spread

Dr. Mathuresh Singh of Agricultural Certification 
Services / Potatoes NB made a presentation at the 
PEI Seed Potato Workshop on January 18th on the 
“Canadian Horticultural Council PVY Research Project  - 
The Potato Virus Y complex in Canada and development 
of a comprehensive on-farm management strategy with 
special reference to varietal reaction to different strains 
and management using oil and insecticide sprays alone 
and in combination.”   This research is funded in part by 

the PEI Potato Board through the Canadian Horticultural 
Council.

Singh covered research results on the spread of the 
different strains of PVY (PVYO, PVYN:O, PVYNTN), symptoms 
of the different strains exhibited by different varieties, 
mechanical transmission potential and results of field 
management trials using a range of oil and aphicide 
applications.  

Some of the general conclusions of this work on current 
season spread of PVY in New Brunswick  included research 
from 56 fields and 16 growers over 5 years that has shown 
main factors reducing PVY spread to be:

•  Planting low PVY seed 

•  Frequent oil spray (1 per week)

•  Starting oil application early, continuing until top-kill

•  No evidence of oil rate effect (between 1.5 - 3.5 L/acre)

•  Supplement many or all oil sprays with insecticide, 
rather than oil alone

•  Best results with many sprays, diversity of insecticides

Obviously, following a strategy such as this increases the 
cost of seed production.  This fact needs to be recognized 
by seed purchasers and end purchasers as quality seed 
may increase the cost of production slightly, but may also 
have benefits that should help lead to increased yields 
and quality of production.
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2016 NPC  
POTATO EXPO

by Mary Kay Sonier 
Seed Coordinator 
PEI Potato Board

The annual Potato Expo is the largest gathering of 
potato people in North America.  It is a great place to get 
up-to-date on production issues, marketing trends, new 
technology and to meet industry partners for meetings 
and networking opportunities.  Sessions are accompanied 
by a trade show highlighting seed potato sources, new 
varieties, packaging materials and packaging technology, 
crop protectant products, biopesticides, and computer 
technology to help monitor the weather and crop as well 
as manage your farm records.

The 2016 Expo was held in Las Vegas, Nevada and over 
2,000 were registered to attend, with approximately 
170 trade show participants.  General sessions were 
complemented with breakout sessions geared to the 
various sectors of potato production – fresh, processing 
and seed.

The Expo sessions began with two presentations on the 
rapidly increasing evolution of soil science, including new 
technology for DNA sequencing and identification of a 
wide range of soil microbes and “micrflora” populations 
,and what this information means for adjusting soil health 
and productivity.  This is an area of rapidly expanding 
knowledge, with much yet to learn about how these 
improving analytical tools can provide opportunities to 
farmers to improve soil health and resultant crop yields.

There was particular focus on chefs at the 2016 Expo,  
primarily Food Truck Chefs.  Three food truck operators 
took part in a panel providing their insights into 
consumers and potatoes.  This was followed by a cook-off 
and presentation of awards.  Phil Lempert, Supermarket 
Guru, gave a presentation on Consumers’ Views on Food 
and Shopping.  He spoke about the rising influence of the 
“millennial” generation and the changing retail landscape, 
with more options for buying groceries, including smaller 
specialty stores offering more services and customer 
attention.  He commented that millennials want to learn 
to cook.  Providing fresh, new recipes should be a focus 
of the potato industry, including putting them right on 
the packaging.  According to a recent NPC survey, taste 
and quality are still the prime factors influencing food 
choices.  Sixty-eight percent of respondents want to know 
where their food comes from, 59% seek out nutritional 
information, and 34% are looking for convenience. A new 
trend in this area is meal kits which provide limited waste, 
portion controlled servings and are often chef branded to 
be seen as something special.

This section of the Expo concluded with a keynote 
address by a celebrity chef and was followed by the 
United States Potato Board’s unveiling of the first Spud 
Nation Potato Food Truck along with the announcement 
of their plan to eventually launch potato food trucks, 
in partnership with local operators, in 500 cities in the 
United States.

There were several interesting presentations on the 
Expo stage.  Robert Blair has spent eleven years working 
with drone/UAV technology.  He spoke about the need 
to use the technology in cooperation with professionals 
in a safe, legal, and insured manner.  The technology is The first of a planned fleet of “Spud Nation” food trucks 

coordinated by the National Potato Council.
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useful in helping to create management zones which can 
be used with variable rate application technology.  With 
drones, growers can see things you can’t from the ground 
and it has advantages over satellite imagery in that cloud 
cover is not an issue.  He admitted that it will not replace 
“boots on the ground” to validate concerns identified with 
drones images, but that it will result in more efficient use 
of labour and more “targeted scouting” efforts.  

Two presentations were held with regard to irrigation.  
One was on “Water Policy That Works for Agricultural 
Irrigators” and this was followed by a panel discussion on 
“A State Perspective on Water Irrigation Supply Issues.”  
PEI growers are not alone when it comes to dealing with 
regulation and public concern with using water resources 
for agricultural irrigation.  It was interesting to hear how 
these issues are dealt with in different areas.

Breakout sessions on Wednesday afternoon provided 
information more specific to each sector.  The fresh session 
included presentations on consumer segmentation and 
the changing retail landscape. Processing sessions covered 
global trends in frozen potato markets, changes in Quick 
Service Restaurant markets, and transportation issues.  
The seed breakout sessions provided information on tuber 
blemish diseases, the biology and management of the 
soft rot bacterial pathogens Dickeya and Pectobacterium, 
the science of GM potatoes, and the use of phosphites as 
part of a disease management program and how this fits 
with seed production.

Expo sessions concluded with a humourous but 
insightful talk by Damien Mason, a farm kid from Indiana 
trained in Ag Economics who then moved into a career 

as an entertainer and professional speaker.  He spoke 
on how he sees some of the major issues faced by the 
agriculture industry when it comes to consumer attitudes 
and perceptions.

The PEI Potato Board had a booth at the trade show 
with staff and directors on hand to discuss the benefits of 
Prince Edward Island Potatoes with current and potential 
customers.  With the high attendance and a sizeable 
trade show, the Expo offers an excellent opportunity to 
meet with colleagues and customers and make valuable 
contacts for business activities throughout the year.

Prince Edward Island Potatoes booth at 
the 2016 NPC Potato Expo in Las Vegas.
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atlantic Canadian  
Promotion Program

by Kendra Mills 
Marketing Director 

PEI Potato Board

We have been hard at work on a promotional campaign 
that came about as a result of the Atlantic Canadian market 
research that was conducted last fall to assess  consumer 
perceptions related to food tampering incidents.  You may 
recall from a previous article that the results of this study 
were quite positive; however, this promotion was devised 
in an effort to help strengthen relationships with our 
Atlantic Canadian customers while instilling confidence 
that PEI Potatoes are indeed a safe, nutritious product.

The promotion will have both retail and foodservice 
components.  The retail component will consist primarily 
of an online contest to win a trip to Prince Edward Island. 
This will allow anyone to enter, as of course the internet 
knows no boundaries, thereby enabling us to reach all of 
our markets.  To promote this contest, we will be doing 
some in-store tastings with Sobeys and Walmart in 
February, complete with recipe cards that include links 
to our contest.  Sobeys, Walmart and Colemans are also 
participating by scheduling several potato ads, and the 
contest will appear in those flyers as well. 

We will be promoting our “Spudtastic Sweepstakes” 
on our own social media channels, but we have also 
negotiated a mention in the Tourism PEI’s monthly 
promotional email (for free!), which goes out to more than 
400,000 recipients.  We will also be planning some posts 
with popular tourism portal Welcome PEI - which gets 
excellent engagement - and we are also buying Facebook 
and Twitter ads to promote the contest online. Of course, 
a major objective for us is to increase our database of 
email addresses, so that we can continue to build our 
communications network.  

The foodservice component involves working with the 

largest supplier, Sysco. We have planned to have both a 
push strategy, by incentivizing the sales reps to sell PEI 
Potatoes, as well as a pull strategy, by incentivizing the 
restaurants to use PEI Potatoes. We will be participating in 
Sysco’s internal promotions system where sales reps win 
internal prizes for selling the most PEI Potatoes. On the 
restaurant side, we will be inserting a sell sheet in each 
potato carton asking chefs to use PEI Potatoes and enter 
a contest to come to the Island to participate in the Chefs 
Competition at the International Shellfish Festival, which 
is a very prestigious prize in the chef community.

Looking at the whole program, we hope to increase sales, 
increase our awareness both with consumers at retail and 
customers in the trade, and promote PEI Potatoes and 
consumption during Potato Lover’s Month.

Many thanks to both the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency (ACOA) and the PEI Dept of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, who have supported this project and helped 
make it happen!

Some of the graphics being used as part of 
the multiple buyer potato promotion we 
are conducting this winter, to increase sale 
of PEI Potatoes as well as bolster public 
perception of our product in the Atlantic 
Canadian marketplace.



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsJanuary - February 2016 17



Prince Edward Island Potato News January - February 201618

Fresh Marketing Updates
American Marketing Update 

by Peter Goulet, USA Trade Representative

Happy New Year.  I hope you all had an enjoyable and 
safe holiday season.  

As we settle back in to our daily work routines, the reality 
is that there’s much work to do in order to market the 
remainder of this year’s crop.  Retailers are transitioning 
from the hustle and bustle of the holidays to a more 
normal pace, however you define “normal” these days.  
The comments I’ve heard is that business is steady, but not 
what they would like it to be to begin the new year.  They 
face the same challenges as the past few years.  Everyone 
is being squeezed for higher margins, consumers are 
shopping and eating differently, and competition is fierce.  
Let me take a minute to expand on each of those in a little 
more detail.

Each year, January is the time when retailers take a 
deep breath and reflect on the past calendar year, either 
celebrating or wincing at their year-end financial numbers.  
Unfortunately, since most major American retailers are 
publicly traded, Wall Street forecasts often determine what 
they do (or not do) in January and beyond.  The pressure 
is ratcheted up to not only make sales budget but (more 
importantly) their gross margin and profit forecasts.  
This usually leads to higher prices, and less aggressively 
advertised retails.  Also, this year’s El Nino weather patterns 
have already wreaked havoc in many primary growing 
regions, affecting supplies, quality, and the cost of goods 
of many primary fresh produce commodities.  We’ll see 
how this plays out in relation to the potato category over 
the next few months.  We may benefit from this, as our 
quality and costs are stable, making potatoes a practical, 
dependable option.

The winter months are traditionally the core months for 
selling storage crops such as potatoes and apples.  The 
challenge to our business has been increased competition 
from different growing areas, year-round supply and 

expanded storage capacities, as well as consumer’s 
changing consumption habits and preferences.  Brad 
Brownsey and I have written a lot over the past few years 
about the increased ad and shelf space shift to smaller 
specialty packs and organics, as well as the growing 
preference shift from white potatoes to sweet potatoes.  
These are all still very real threats to our core business 
and to the majority of potato varieties being grown and 
shipped off the Island.

There is also the intense level of competition, both 
for grocery stores and in the food service/restaurant 
arenas.  This retail landscape is increasingly complex and 
everchanging.  The dominant grocery chain of the 20th 
Century, The Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company, 
(A&P), has officially ceased operations.  Founded in 1859 
and a true force for decades, with a peak of over 15,000 
locations, A&P is now just a memory after operating 
for 156 years.  Unfortunately, A&P became “stuck in the 
middle” of supermarket operators.  By that I mean the 
extreme differences in offerings between the full service 
super stores and club stores, to the smaller, friendlier, 
local smaller format stores that have unique offerings and 
more personalized customer service.  Stores where they 
actually know you by name!  

The conventional supermarkets – which still comprise 
over 70% of the overall retail business – continue to 
be challenged to differentiate themselves against 
this aggressive competition.  The complexity of this 
landscape is also being shaped not just by bankruptcies, 
but yet another surge in mergers and acquisitions.  A 
large one that will affect our primary marketing region is 
Ahold buying the Delhaize Group, which is expected to 
close this summer.  That will create a huge international 
conglomerate, and also a very large chain in the eastern 
U.S. with over 2100 stores stretching from Maine to South 
Carolina.  This is only one of many mergers that will take 
place in 2016.

The reason I feel the need to mention this is to punctuate 
that the buying offices, supply chain, and where our 
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product was being shipped and sold to just a few years 
ago is in constant flux.  Our grower and dealers need to 
be aware of and keep up with these changes in order to 
capitalize on the immense potential of such large buying 
organizations which will sell a lot of potatoes over the 
course of the year!

In closing, I’ll comment on the present and day to day 
of the current season.  Our sales and exports in to the U.S. 
are thus far lagging behind last year.  I stated many of the 
reasons above, but we are also feeling increased pressure 
from our competitors in the western United States.  They 
are spending a lot on marketing through generous ad 
placement dollars and their annual display contest, 
coupled with some very aggressive delivered pricing into 
the northeastern region.  It’s also been unusually warm 
this winter, and I’m hearing that more people are going 
out to eat versus staying in where it’s warm and cooking a 
meal from scratch.  

Nonetheless, we have some very loyal receivers and 
retail chains who are supporting us and will continue to do 
so.  Our ad placements were a little low in November and 
December, but I see that reversing and hopefully catching 
up a little in the next few months.  The inconsistent supply 
of other commodities might play in our favour as far as 
ad space for high volume items.  January is traditionally 
a big diet month.  As many of us know from experience, 
it’s hard to sustain those diets and many revert back to 
their traditional food choices by February.  Hopefully that 
shopping list includes potatoes!  

Yes, there are challenges ahead, but also many reasons 
why we should persevere and have a strong late winter 
and spring selling season.  

Wishing you all a healthy and prosperous 2016.

Canadian Marketing Update 
by Brad Brownsey, Canadian Trade Representative

Coming out of the holiday season, retailers report good 
but not spectacular sales.  Significantly higher prices 
across all departments continues to help drive top-line 
retail sales; however, overall volume movement continues 
to erode.

Retailers in Ontario continue to provide PEI Potatoes 
with strengthening in-store displays as well as strategic 
advertising support.  To-date, 23 dedicated PEI potato 
ads have appeared in Ontario (in line with the past four 
shipping seasons), along with four PEI ad placements 
in Western Canada and three in Quebec.  Retailers from 
Ontario and the West indicate that as this shipping season 
deepens, so too will PEI see a corresponding increase in 
listings and advertising support.  In Quebec, where potato 
holdings are up 9.4% versus last year, the trade continues 
to aggressively promote Quebec-grown potatoes in their 
weekly ads.  Some Quebec retailers have indicated that 
they will also consider promoting PEI Potatoes later this 
shipping season. 

Reflecting briefly on 2015, consider how the following 
events can and will shape 2016 and beyond.  How will 
Sobeys Inc. successfully implement its new procurement, 
marketing and advertising plan following two years of 
acquisitions (i.e., Thrifty Foods, Canada Safeway, Co-Op 
Atlantic, Pete’s Frootique)?  Similarly how will expanded 
grocery and fresh food offerings at Shoppers Drug Mart 
impact both Loblaws and critically affect other food, drug 
and c-store retailers?  

Though Canada is still blessed with many retail partners, 
2015 did see a number of banners morph or disappear 
altogether, resulting in sellers chasing even fewer buyers.  
There has been continued growth and proliferation of 
private and retailer-controlled labels within the potato 
category.  In an economic environment where more 
Canadians are struggling with higher day-to-day living 
costs, how does one square the rapid growth of 454g, 
680g and 907g specialty and creamer potato sales with 
that of a 10-pound bag of traditional potatoes, especially 
where both are effectively being sold at the same price!  
Does convenience truly outweigh value?  

“Things are still bad … and they won’t get any better for 
some time”, said Bank of Canada Governor Stephen Poloz 
last week.  “Falling oil and commodity prices have made 
the overall Canadian economy unambiguously worse.  
The Bank intends to keep Canadian interest rates and the 
dollar low to spur manufacturing and other non-energy 
exports; however, this could take years to play out.”

Last year, fruit and vegetables prices jumped between 
9.1 and 10.1 percent according to the Food Institute at 
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the University of Guelph in their annual report.  This study 
predicts that these prices will continue to rise above 
inflation, some by as much as 4.5%.  While increased 
produce costs have dealt a blow to everyone’s purse and 
wallet, they’re having a much more pronounced effect on 
Canadians living on tight budgets, as well as those located 
in remote regions where fresh fruit and vegetables are 
more expensive.  Lower and middle-class people, many 
who cannot find a job that will pay them enough to provide 
their family with a healthy and nutritious diet, are feeling 
the pinch of rising food prices.  Who are these consumers?  
It’s students.  It’s senior citizens.  It’s the working poor.  It’s 
new immigrants.  It’s Canadians … all Canadians!

In today’s very challenging retail environment, where 
high prices across numerous staples like cauliflower and 
broccoli along with leafy greens and tomatoes continues 
to proliferate (further exasperated by Canada’s shrinking 
loonie), buyers are truly struggling to find timely ad items 
to promote.  Well it’s time that they looked at ‘hardware 
items’ to drive their ad programs and showcase to price-
sensitive Canadians true purchasing value.  

February is PEI Potato Lover’s Month!  On a pound-for-

pound basis, world renowned PEI potatoes are trade and 
consumer trusted.  They’re also inexpensive, in-season 
year-round, and have a long shelf-life. They’re truly easy-
to-prepare at home in so many different ways.  They’re 
also fat-free, healthy, delicious and nutritious.  In today’s 
tough economic environment, these are some of the 
many product attributes that you, the PEI potato industry, 
have long and lovingly produced.  In the tough economic 
times Canadians now find themselves in, PEI Potatoes are 
a retailers very best fresh produce item to prominently 
feature, and should be the best option for consumers to 
buy!

Ray Keenan (left), President, UPGC; Jerry Wright, President 
and CEO, UPGA; and Kevin MacIsaac, GM, UPGC at the  

2016 United Potato Partners Seminar.

Eric Santor from the Bank of Canada presenting at 
the 2016 United Potato Partners Seminar.
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2016 United Potato Partners seminar
United Potato Growers of Canada held their annual 

Potato Partners Seminar on January 27th at Red Shores 
Racetrack in Charlottetown.  A diverse and strong line-up 
of speakers discussed subjects ranging from research to 
fresh marketing to wireworm control.  In response to such 
a strong speaker agenda, a large crowd of potato growers 
and industry partners was in attendance.

Following welcoming remarks from Alex Docherty, 
Chair of the PEI Potato Board, and Ray Keenan, President 
of the UPGC, the first speaker was Ryan Barrett, Research 
and Communication Coordinator of the PEI Potato Board.  
Ryan provided an overview of the many research projects 
that the Board is supporting, including both local and 
national level projects.  Wireworm, variety evaluation, 
yield variability, storage, fungal diseases, soil health and 
nutrient management are all key areas of research at the 
present time, with new projects being considered on an 
ongoing basis.

The next presentation was a video of Haven Baker, CEO 
of JR Simplot, giving a presentation at the 2015 NPC Potato 
Expo in Las Vegas.  The Innate potato has recently been 
approved by USDA in the USA, and Simplot are in the 
process of bulking up seed for a wider roll-out of acreage 
in 2016.  Mr. Baker spoke about encouraging signs for 
public acceptance of the technology based on the fact 
that Innate uses only potato genes.  The first generation 
of Innate reduces browning and bruising, as well as levels 
of acrylimide, in four varieties.  A second generation 
which provides late blight resistance and addresses cold 
temperature sugar levels is now in the pipeline for approval 
in the near future.

The last speaker before lunch was Jerry Wright, President 
and CEO of the United Potato Growers of America.  Jerry 
provided an excellent perspective on why fresh prices this 
shipping season don’t seem to be any better that last year, 
despite lower volumes of fresh potatoes than normal in 
Idaho and other regions.  Using Neilsen data from the USA, 
Jerry was able to show how retailers are less concerned 
about moving volume than growing margins per unit, and 
that reduced wholesale prices normally geared to achieve 
increased volume sales are simply resulting in increased 
margins for the retailer.  Naturally, Jerry encouraged 

growers and dealers to consider this and not give away 
margin to the retailers unnecessarily. 

Mr. Wright also presented a somewhat sobering forecast 
on the potential for increased acreage of potatoes in the 
United States in 2016 due largely to the relatively low vaule 
of other competing crops (corn, wheat, soybean, etc).  His 
key message was that is is within the power of the grower 
community to moderately reduce acreage to compensate 
for increasing trendline yields in an effort to ensure that 
growers are able to make a profit on their potato crops 
next year.

Following lunch, Eric Santor of the Bank of Canada 
presented on the state of the Canadian economy, and 
how intertwined the value of the Canadian dollar is with 
commodity prices, particularly energy prices.  Economic 
growth is forecasted to be positive yet slow in the 
next few quarters, despite the weakness of the energy 
sector.  Mr. Santor also provided perspective on both the 
positive and negative impacts of a lower Canadian dollar, 
particularly where it comes to capital investment and 
export competitiveness.

Following an update from Kevin MacIsaac on Canadian 
production numbers and holdings, one of the most 
anticipated presentations was from Paul Van Zee of AMVAC 
Corporation on the roll-out of their SmartBox technology in 
tandem with the new registration of Thimet 20G.  One of the 
conditions of the new Thimet label and formulation is the 
requirement that planters be equipped with the SmartBox 
system, including new metered controls and an electronic 
pinch valve to prevent unintentional release of Thimet 
granules outside of the seed bed.  Mr. Van Zee went over 
the components of the system and how it can be installed 
on planters as well as revised rates for Thimet application.  
Cavendish Agri Services is the exclusive provider of Thimet 
20G and SmartBox technology, and more details are 
anticipated in the very near future.

Kudos to the UPGC team for an excellent agenda of 
engaging speakers with timely information for Island 
growers.  Additional high value information seminars 
are planned across the country through the rest of the 
winter.
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator               (902) 314-1607               bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

It is early January as I write this update, and as we move 
through the winter of 2016 we are still waiting for some 
significant frost in Island fields. As we all know, getting a 
number of days of cold temperatures before snow cover 
can put frost in the ground and play a valuable role in 
reducing pest pressure in the next growing season. Unlike 
some, I am hoping we get a few more cold days.

2016 International Potato Technology Expo

Winter months are always a busy meeting season for 
potato growers, with lots of choices of meetings to attend.  
This year, the 2016 International Potato Technology Expo 
and Conference will take place on Friday, February 26th 
and Saturday, February 27th at the Eastlink Centre in 
Charlottetown. The conference portion of the Expo will be 
highlighted by our keynote speaker, Tom Wolf of AgriMetrix 
Research. Tom will speak on sprayer strategies and drift 
management, as well as on the interaction between 
pesticide spraying and public relations. A full conference 
agenda can be found elsewhere in this magazine.

Along with his presentation at the Expo, Tom will be 
doing a couple of workshops across the province on 
the Wednesday and Thursday before the Expo. These 
workshops will be a chance to talk with Tom one-on-
one in front of a sprayer. Tom will go into detail on how 
certain techniques can improve the application of 
different products and minimize the risk of drift issues. 
Tom has reviewed and worked with many different types 
of sprayers over his career and will highlight features on 
a number of different units that have helped growers do 
a better job of spraying their crops. Tom is very active on 
social media and a number of his articles can be seen 
on his website at sprayers101.com. I hope that you can 
take some time to come out and hear from Tom on this 
increasingly critical topic. 

New Entomologist Working on Wireworm Biology

The Province has recently added a new researcher to 
our wireworm research team on Prince Edward Island.  Dr. 

Suqi Liu recently started working on a two year wireworm 
research project, beginning on January 4, 2016. Dr. Liu 
was hired by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 
but she will be working in the AAFC Entomology research 
lab with Dr. Christine Noronha. 

Dr. Liu comes to PEI from the University of Ottawa 
and will be working on a research project focusing on 
the biology, ecology and population dynamics of the 
wireworm species Agriotes sputator. It is hoped that if we 
can learn more about the biology of our major wireworm 
species that we will be better able to find new ways to 
manage the pest. Dr. Liu will be working closely with 
the PEI Wireworm Working Group, which is comprised 
of representatives from the industry, the Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, and researchers doing 
wireworm research on PEI.

Technology and Science Adoption Sub-Program

Through our Growing Forward II Technology and Science 
Adoption sub-program, we have funding available for 
a number of different possible projects on farm. This 
program has funded things like security cameras, load 
cells and other process changes. These projects must 
implement and/or evaluate efficiency principles which 
may help to reduce costs, improve efficiency, improve 
product quality or increase market access. 

Additionally, through this program there is funding 
available for purchase and installation of Smartboxes 
that are now required when using Thimet 20G for 
wireworm control. Contact us at the Department for more 
information.
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The Potato Business Summit was held January 12th, 
2016 in conjunction with NPC Potato Expo for the 10th 
consecutive year. Sponsored by United Potato Growers of 
America, United Potato Growers of Canada, and the Potato 
Marketing Association of North America, the Business 
Summit brought together a wide range of speakers on 
global topics.

Economists from both Rabobank and John Deere 
analyzed the commodity and economic outlook for 
various crops. Global wheat exports from the United 
States are trending flat to declining. This is mostly due to 
North American currencies losing value in recent months. 
Meanwhile, regions like the countries bordering the Black 
Sea are moving up in competitiveness. 

The price of corn seems to drive commodity prices in 
all other crops. The corn crop is coming off of a high yield 
year, but El Nino and an 18 year cycle will someday bring 
corn back to the price it was over the last three years. 
Soybeans are trending somewhat differently, with 65% of 
world trade going to China and therefore dependent on 
the Chinese economy. 

Globally, GDP is growing about 3.6% per year. By 
comparison, China’s GDP is growing at 6.3%, the United 
States at 2.8% and Canada at 1.7%. In terms of growth of 
food crops, economists have determined that population 
size is more important than income of that population.

Canada’s potato industry is very dependent on exports, 
with French fries being the largest segment of those 
exports. Frozen potato exports have declined in the USA 
from 75 million cwt to 71 million cwt. Globally, Japan 
and Brazil each buy 12% of internationally-traded fries, 
followed by Saudi Arabia at 9%, China at 6%, and Mexico 
at 6%. For US fries specifically, Japan buys 26%, Mexico 
buys 14%, China 13%, South Korea 9% and Philippines 
6%. Fry exports peaked in 1995 and has not reached that 

level since.

Haven Baker explained JR Simplot’s production of the 
Innate variety of potatoes. By reducing losses due to 
bruising and browning, this variety is improving pack-out 
levels in fresh sheds by 10%. It also allows the potatoes 
to be stored at a cooler temperature while still providing 
good fry color. He also discussed some of the goals in 
future lines, such as blight resistance and reduced water 
use.  They have received approval from USDA for Innate in 
the last year and expect to roll out something in Canada 
this later year.

Jerry Wright, CEO of UPGA, wrapped up the conference 
with a review of 2015 fresh shipments. Red varieties, which 
have been a growing sector, are flat for the first time in 
4 years. Yellow varieties continue to grow as a category. 
Russet shipping volume is down even with the price 
being down. Two growth areas are organics (representing 
1.7% of volume) and petites, which represent 4 times the 
amount of volume that organic does.

Finally, an outlook for the 2016 crop was discussed, 
based on crop prediction models designed by Bruce 
Huffaker. The accuracy of these models has been fairly 
accurate in the past. Essentially, potato crop acreage 
tends to increase with the lower profitability of alternative 
crops, something which is currently happening with corn, 
wheat, malting barley, and soybeans in 2016. Growers 
would expect to lose less on the potato crop and adjust 
their acreage accordingly.

Over 300 participants attended the Potato 
Business Summit for the wealth of information 
provided. Presentations will be available at www.
potatobusinesssummit.com.

Review of the 2016 Potato Business Summit
by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, UPGC
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2016 Soil & Crop 
Improvement Association 

Conference and Cereal 
& Oilseeds Workshop

February 17-18th, 2016
Credit Union Place, Summerside

Speakers to include:

Dr. David Hooker 
University of Guelph

John Aubin 
Combine Harvesting Solutions

Dr. Adam Fenech 
University of Prince Edward Island

Dr. David Burton 
Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture

To register, contact:

 
PEISCIA 

Tel: (902) 887-2535 
office@peiscia.ca
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15/16 vs.
2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 2015-16 14/15

PEI 17,963 17,663 18,155 18,745 3.2%
New Brunswick 9,533 9,070 9,611 10,750 11.9%
Nova Scotia N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Total Maritimes 27,496 26,733 27,766 29,495 6.2%

Quebec 6,665 7,290 7,652 8,373 9.4%
Ontario 4,168 4,959 4,822 4,590 -4.8%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 38,329 38,982 40,240 42,458 5.5%

Manitoba 13,429 15,020 12,950 14,886 14.9%
Saskatchewan 0 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Alberta 12,001 12,741 13,912 15,073 8.3%
British Columbia 708 656 616 647 5.0%
Total Western Canada 26,138 28,417 27,478 30,606 11.4%

CANADA TOTAL 64,467 67,399 67,718 73,064 7.9%

* The 15/16 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

15/16 vs.
2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 2015-16 14/15

Production 24,284,000 25,009,000 25,240,000 24,850,000 -1.5%

Canadian Shipments 827,288 731,651 680,802 627,427 -7.8%
U.S. Shipments 543,595 882,289 777,714 736,242 -5.3%
Export Shipments 594,240 819,044 436,344 533,072 22.2%
Total Fresh 1,965,123 2,432,984 1,894,860 1,896,741 0.1%

Processing / Local Use 3,631,215 4,172,302 4,418,586 3,524,088 -20.2%

Cullage 724,881 741,018 771,179 684,083 -11.3%

Total Disposition as of December 31 6,321,219 7,346,303 7,084,625 6,104,912 -13.8%

PEI Holdings at January 1 17,962,781 17,662,697 18,155,375 18,745,088 3.2%

Fresh 4,848,401 4,761,529 5,109,790 5,060,932 -1.0%
Processing 11,010,915 10,822,776 11,078,071 11,463,373 3.5%
Seed 2,103,465 2,078,392 1,967,515 2,220,783 12.9%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of December 31st (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of January  1, 2016 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of January 1 (cwt)

Disposition and Holdings
January 1st, 2016
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Cavendish Farms 
Honours Top Growers

The annual Cavendish Farms Growers Banquet  
honouring their top potato growers was held at the Delta 
in Charlottetown in November. 

 Each load of potatoes delivered to Cavendish facilities is 
graded based on a number of different criteria including 

colour, defects, gravity and cleanliness. Points are allocated 
for each category and top growers are selected based on 
their total accumulated points for the crop year.

 The Top Grower for 2015 was Dan Ross of Dan Ross Inc., 
winning a trip to a destination of his choice.

Front Row left to right:  Blaine MacPherson, VP Agricultural Affairs, Cavendish Farms;  John Ramsay – Oyster Cove Farms 
(7th place);  Jonathan MacLennan – MacLennan Properties (2nd place);  Dan Ross – Dan Ross Inc. (1st place);  Andy Toombs 
– Bedeque Farms (8th place); Kevin Schurman – Dunk River Farms (10th place); Robert K. Irving, President, Cavendish 
Farms

Second Row left to right:  William Cousins – Gro-Co Farms (6th place); Derek Smallman – Smallman Farms (4th place); 
David Harris – Harris Brothers (9th place); Kevin Hunter – Hunter Farms (3rd place);  Brian Cousins – Arthur Cousins & 
Sons (5th place)
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Check out this photo of a potato. It may look like a 
rather ordinary photo, but it’s one of the most expensive 
photos in the world: it sold last year for a staggering 
$1,000,000+.

The photo, titled “Potato #345 (2010),” is by photographer 
Kevin Abosch, who charges huge fees to shoot portraits 
of famous business people in the Silicon Valley tech 
industry.

Business Insider reports that Abosch’s “iconic black 
backdrop” portraits have become a sort of status symbol 
among the elites of business and entertainment — the 
rich and famous pay over $150,000 for a photo shoot 
with Abosch, and up to $500,000 if commercial usage is 
included.

In addition to shooting pricey portraits, Abosch is also 
a fine art photographer, and that’s how the potato photo 
came about.

“Kevin likes potatoes because they, like people are all 
different yet immediately identifiable as being essentially 
of the same species,” his studio tells PetaPixel. “He has 
photographed many potatoes. This one is one of his 
favorites.”

The sale came about when a wealthy buyer who collects 
Abosch’s work was visiting the photographer’s Paris 

home in 2015. They saw the photo — a 162x162cm print 
mounted on dibond — hanging on the wall and inquired 
about purchasing it for their collection.

The price was non-negotiable: €1,000,000, or about 
$1,083,450 with today’s exchange rate. The buyer agreed 
to the price and purchased the photo, making it Abosch’s 
largest sale of a single image to date.

The price is a far cry from the $6.5 million that was 
allegedly paid for Peter Lik’s “Phantom” photo, but the sale 
price places this photo in the top 20 of most expensive 
photos of all time: it’s almost exactly the same price 
that was paid for Edward Weston’s “Nautilus (1927)” at a 
Sotheby’s New York auction in April 2010.

Photo of a Potato Sells 
For $1,000,000 USD

published on January 21, 2016  
by Michael Zhang, petapixel.com

PMRA Launches New 
Pesticide Labels Search App

You can now access Pesticide Labels on your mobile device with the Pest Management 
and Regulatory Agency’s (PMRA) new mobile application.  The app enables users to save 
searches and download product labels for offline access.  

This free app is available on Apple’s App Store, Google Play, and Amazon Apps.  

The app allows you to search for registered pesticides with either trade names or 
active ingredients, and enables the user to access the product label and a summary of 
key information related to the product.  

For more information, visit http://bit.ly/1PPSvT8 for a link to the PMRA website.
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NASA experiment for potatoes on Mars

A team from NASA and the Peru-based International 
Potato Centre (CIP) plan to grow potatoes in Mars-like 
conditions on Earth, with the aim of eventually building a 
controlled dome on Mars capable of farming the ancient 
crop, reports cnbc.com. The project also aims to highlight 
the role of potatoes in improving global food security.

 The team will replicate Martian atmospheric conditions 
in a laboratory, using soil from Peru’s Pampas de La Joya 
desert —reportedly nearly identical to that found on the 
Red Planet.

 “The increased levels of carbon dioxide will benefit the 
crop, whose yield is two to four times that of a regular 
grain crop under normal Earth conditions. The Martian 
atmosphere is near 95 percent carbon dioxide,” CIP 
explained in a recent press release.

 By understanding atmospheric changes on the surface 
of Mars, the team hopes it will help build more dynamic 
and accurate simulation centers on Earth. If successful, 
the experiment could see CIP and NASA pioneer space 
farming for future manned missions to not just Mars, but 
other planets and moons in the solar system.

 “The extraordinary efforts of the team have set the bar 
for extraterrestrial farming. The idea of growing food for 
human colonies in space could be a reality very soon.” 
said Chris McKay, planetary scientist of the NASA Ames 
research center.

 “How better to learn about climate change than by 
growing crops on a planet that died two billion years 
ago?” said Joel Ranck, CIP’s head of communications. “We 
need people to understand that if we can grow potatoes 
in extreme conditions like those on Mars, we can save 
lives on Earth.”

 Agronomists have long advocated potato farming 
in areas rife with malnutrition, poverty and pasture 
scarcity due to its high nutrient levels and the ability 
to grow in challenging conditions. The earliest known 
record of potatoes dates back to around 2500 BC when 
the indigenous Aymara Indians in modern-day Peru and 

Bolivia were cultivating the vegetable.

 Source: cnbc.com

Innate® second generation potato cleared by FDA

(January 14, 2016) J.R. Simplot Company’s second 
generation of Innate® potatoes havebeen cleared by 
the FDA. These Innate potatoes contain four benefits of 
relevance to potato growers, processors and consumers: 
reduced bruising and black spots; reduced asparagine; 
resistance to late blight pathogens; and enhanced cold 
storage capability. These benefits were achieved by 
adapting genes from wild and cultivated potatoes.

Academics consulted by Simplot estimate that the 
Innate late blight resistance trait can result in a 25-45% 
reduction in fungicide applications annually to control 
late blight. Reduced asparagine means that accumulation 
levels of acrylamide can be reduced by up to 90 percent 
when these potatoes are cooked at high temperatures. 
In addition, lowered reducing sugars enable cold storage 
at 38°F for more than six months without the build-up 
of sugars, which maintains quality, and which cannot be 
achieved until today.

Based on these academic estimates, if all Russet Burbank 
potatoes in the United States had Innate Gen. 2 traits, it 
is estimated that potato waste (in-field, during storage, 
packing, retail and foodservice for fresh potatoes) could 
be reduced by 986 million pounds. In addition, CO2 
emissions could be reduced by 146 million pounds, water 
usage reduced by 17 billion gallons, and a total of 495,000 
fewer pesticide acre-applications would be needed. 

Late blight, the disease responsible for the historic Irish 
potato famine, is caused by a fungus-like pathogen and still 
has the potential to devastate world potato crops. Innate 
Gen. 2 potatoes contain a gene from a South American 
wild potato species that provides natural resistance to 
certain strains of the pathogen.

The Simplot will still need to complete its registration with 
the Environmental Protection Agency for these potatoes 
before introducing them for sale in the U.S. marketplace.

INDUstRY UPDates
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Change is Constant
by Eric McCarthy - January 7th, 2016th edition of the 
Summerside Journal-Pioneer 

Over the past 27 years staff at W.P. Griffin Inc. have grown 
pretty accustomed to change, company president and 
general manager, John Griffin said Thursday. He made the 
acknowledgement following the official opening of their 
expanded potato packing plant.

With the expansion, completed in early December and 
now fully operational, the potato wash plant and packing 
facility in Elmsdale, P.E.I. has grown in size by more than 50 
per cent, to 38,000 square feet from 25,000.

It allows for a pallet box cold storage area at the back 
where the company can store specialty potatoes until 
they have the volumes to fill orders, and a 7,000 square 
foot shipping and receiving area up front which allows 
for packaged product to be efficiently stored awaiting 
shipment.

The expansion has allowed for some reorganization 
within the plant to build in efficiencies, such as reducing 
downtime by filling larger runs prior to shifting over to 
other product lines.

“Change is constant. There’s always going to be small 
changes; not necessarily big changes,” company VP and 
operations manager, Peter Griffin, reflected on a series of 
advancements at the operation since 1988.  But the big 
changes might be over for awhile.

“I think, right now, we have a good modern facility that’s 
going to serve our purposes well for the next 20 years,” said 
the company president as he watched groups of invited 
guests fan out on tours of the facility.

The latest expansion, he said, “brings the facility into the 
21st century and gives our business a clear road forward.” 

He acknowledged the support of financial partners, 
Tignish Credit Union, Farm Credit Canada, Innovation 
P.E.I., and the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency.  The 
operation averages around 35 staff year-round, growing 
to around 50 at peak periods. 

Greg Donald, general manager of the P.E.I. Potato Board 
recognized the Griffin brothers and business owners 
as leaders, innovators, good stewards of their land and 
as strong members of their community and the potato 
industry.  

Peter and John Griffin cutting the ribbon at the unveiling of 
their recently completed expansion of their packing facility 
in Elmsdale, PEI.

The expanded storage allows for packaged product to be 
efficiently stored and easily accessible for shipment.



Prince Edward Island Potato News January - February 201630

Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

February 2016

Feb 10  AAFC Potato Variety Open House 
  Potato Research Centre,  
  Fredericton, NB

Feb 11  PEI Potato Board of Directors Meeting 
  Charlottetown, PE

Feb 17-18 PEI Soil & Crop Improvement   
  Assoc. Annual Conference 
  Credit Union Place, Summerside, PEI

Feb 24  Pesticide Applicator Class A Exam
  Rodd Mill River Resort, O’Leary, PE

Feb 26-27 International Potato Tech. Expo
  Eastlink Centre, Charlottetown, PEI 

March 2016
Mar 8-10 Canadian Horticultural Council 
  Annual General Meeting
  Ottawa, ON

Mar 14  Wireworm Research & Extension 
  Seminar 
  Red Shores, Charlottetown, PEI

Mar 16-17 Northeast Potato Technology Forum 
  Fredericton, NB

March 8 Pesticide Continuing Ed. (Day A) 
  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown, PE

March 10 Pesticide Continuing Ed. (Day B)
  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown, PE

March 16 Pesticide Applicator Class A Exam
  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown, PE
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GROW POTATOES, 
NOT SWISS CHEESE.

Proven by PEI growers to increase marketable yield.
No expensive application equipment required.

Safe, easy-to-use liquid.

Don’t let wireworms make a snack of your livelihood.

Protect your crop with Capture – a convenient liquid  
insecticide engineered to fit your operation.
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Visit us online and check out our Conference Package! 
(Conference registration is just $20.00 & includes admission to the trade show!)

Friday, February 26 - 9am - 5pm
Saturday, February 27 - 9am - 4pm

Pre-Register Online TODAY and SAVE 50% at 
www.PotatoExpo.ca 

SHOW HOURS:


