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SERVICES
Wireworm control options
including seed treatments
and cover crops.

s Pioneer Seed Dealer for PEI
s Your source for industry leading Pioneer brand
Corn, Soybean, Canola and Winter Wheat seed.
s State of the art seed treatment system for local
in season custom seed applied insecticides,
fungicides and pre-inoculation.

Contact us today at:
Phone: 902-892-1275

www.phillipsagri.ca
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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman
Good Day To All!
It only seems like days, not months, since I wrote my last report. Spring planting
was a little tougher this year than in past; however, despite many finishing a little
later than usual, all of the crop did get planted. Mother Nature certainly dictates
our profession, yet the fields across our beautiful province look great to date.
Even though all Board Members were busy planting, we still took time to have
some serious discussions around the terroristic-like maneuvers being made
against our industry. As a result, and as you know by now, we decided it was
necessary to raise the reward to $500,000 unitl August 15th and then reverting to
the original $100,000 until October 31, 2015, with the hope closure will occur on
this cowardly act. Until this coward(s) is caught, we will never understand what
possessed someone to take such a risk.
I am very proud of the commitment shown by the Federal Government and
Hon. Gail Shea to assist our industry with an additional $1.5 million of funding
for foreign material detection equipment. This, in addition to the $1.4 million
offered earlier under the Growing Forward II program as well as the Province’s
additional announcement of $500,000, will be of great assistance to ensure our
potatoes continue to be the safest food in the world.
Each grower should have received an email earlier this month containing
information on how to deal with protecting your fields and also what to say to
friends and neighbours. I encourage each of you to order signs for your property
and create as much awareness with your neighbours. The better informed
everyone is, the more likely the coward(s) will be caught.
Both board members and staff have spent many hours on this issue, when the
summer is usually a quieter time of year. I want to thank everyone involved for
showing such commitment in an attempt to resolve this issue.
As always, I encourage you to reach out to me or other board members if
you have any questions, concerns or issues. I wish each of you the very best
for a successful growing season and I leave you with this quote that I believe
summarizes our potato industry:
“Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass…. it’s learning how to dance in
the rain.”

Top Right: A template for signs that can be posted on entrances to fields and other
property. Contact the Board Office for a copy of this template.
Bottom Right: The Board has prepared a contact card for growers to use when talking
with their neighbours about keeping an eye on fields and reporting unauthorized
access to property. Copies are available from the Board office.
July - August 2015
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Potato BoaRD News
Increase to the Reward Fund for the Potato
Tampering Cases
The food tampering cases that have come to light over
this shipping season are unprecedented and have left our
industry feeling shocked and vulnerable. As you know, the
PEI Potato Board had offered a reward of up to $100,000
dollars for tips leading to the arrest and conviction of the
perpetrator(s) of this act of food terrorism. As previously
announced, this reward is currently available until October
31, 2015 and was established as a result of donations from
industry members - primarily farm families - after the
first incident of tampering was detected last fall. Other
industry members and concerned individuals, as well as
the PEI Department of Agriculture and Peak of the Market
in Manitoba were also significant donors.
As the scope of the tampering incidents has increased, so
has the cost to individual farms and to related businesses
and the PEI economy overall. Unfortunately, the reward
offered to date has not generated the information required
to solve this case. At the June Board meeting, directors
decided to offer a reward of up to $500,000 for tips
received up until and including August 15, 2015 that lead
to the arrest and conviction of the person(s) responsible.
We hope this significantly increased, time limited amount
will generate useful information for investigators.
For the safety of our consumers, as well as the health of
the entire industry and the PEI economy, we know we all
wish to see this attack resolved as quickly as possible.

New Investments by the Federal and
Provincial Governments Help Growers Put
Foreign Material Detection in Place
On June 22, 2015, the Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, Regional Minister for Prince Edward
Island (P.E.I.) and Member of Parliament for Egmont, on
behalf of Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, announced that
the federal Government is investing $1.5 million to support
the P.E.I. potato industry in addressing recent challenges
with tampered potatoes. Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada is working with the P.E.I. Potato Board to finalize
the terms under which the funds will be available to assist
producers, packing sheds and processors to enhance
6
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their efforts to detect and remove foreign material from
potatoes. This funding is in addition to recently provided
$1.4 million cost-shared initiative committed by the federal
and provincial governments under Growing Forward 2 for
the purchase and installation of foreign material detection
equipment.
Additional provincial funding of $500,000 will be used
for such work as on-site security assessments, training,
equipment and continued strong compliance with food
safety requirements associated with the detection of
foreign material.
As tampering is a criminal offense, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police (RCMP) is leading the investigation into the
instances where foreign objects were found in harvested
potatoes. The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)
has been supporting this ongoing investigation.
“The production of safe, high quality potatoes has
always been our top priority, and our farms have a high
level of enrolment in the CanadaGAP food safety program.
The PEI Potato Board is working with the Government of
Canada and the Province of Prince Edward Island to ensure
the right strategies and technology are in place to help
our farmers address the challenge posed by the criminal
act of food tampering,” commented Alex Docherty, Chair
of the Prince Edward Island Potato Board.

Meetings with Elected Provincial Officials
There have been several changes to the provincial
government since the spring election. Departments
were realigned so that Agriculture is now aligned with
Fisheries rather than Forestry. A new Department of
Communities, Land and Environment separates the
Environment Department from the enforcement section,
with is now under Justice and Public Safety. Additionally,
Dr. Peter Bevan-Baker was elected as the first Green Party
representative in the provincial legislature.
The Board executive and senior staff also met with the
new Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, Hon. Alan
MacIsaac and Deputy Minister John Jamieson shortly
after they were appointed to their new roles. They both
July - August 2015

were able to take part in the industry meeting relating
to the tampering issue that took place on June 19th.
The Board looks forward to continued interaction with
these gentlemen and the Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries.
At their June Board meeting, the Potato Board invited
Dr. Peter Bevan-Baker to meet and discuss the goals of
the Board, as well as the Green Party’s vision of agriculture
and their position on environmental issues as they relate
to potato production. As introductions proceeded, Dr.
Bevan-Baker was interested to see the diversity of crops
and livestock on Island farms as represented by Board
members. The Board was told that the Green Party hopes
to work to improve the profit margins and environmental
sustainability of Island farms. Board members raised
concern with the rhetoric and inflammatory comments
made about the industry by some Green Party supporters
in the newspaper. At the end of the discussion there were
several commonalities in our goals and while there were
points on which the Board and Dr. Bevan-Baker had to
agree to disagree, there were several areas in which we can
work together to improve. Dr. Bevan-Baker has accepted
the Board’s offer of a farm tour later in the summer to
continue the dialogue.
At the July 2015 Board meeting, the Honourable Robert
Mitchell, Minister of Community, Land and Environment
and Deputy Minister Steve MacLean were the invited
guests. There was good discussion held on the relationship
between the Board and the new department, the need
to look at environmental legislation details, the need for
education as the first step in enforcing environmental
regulations and the consultation process for the new
Water Act. It was a productive discussion and helped to
set the stage for the future working relationship.

Information Sessions on Pesticides and
Human Health
The Potato Board hosted two information sessions
on June 8th and 9th on the subject of pesticides and
human health. Dr. Chris Cutler, Professor of Entomology
at Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture in Truro, Nova Scotia
and Dr. Len Ritter, Professor of Toxicology at the University
of Guelph were our invited guests. Both Dr. Ritter and Dr.
Cutler had been in PEI in late March to present to growers
on a similar topic and were invited back to speak with
an expanded audience of growers, field workers and
July - August 2015

government staff in advance of the summer spraying
season in order to share valuable information on how
pesticides are approved and regulated, how Health Canada
defines “acceptable risk”, and to provide information on
the impact of pesticides on human health.
Dr. Cutler provided interesting information on how
pesticide products are registered, what safety precautions
and principles are taken into consideration, and how
dosage and exposure are used to assess the risk to those
working with these products.
Dr. Ritter used the statistics recently released by the
Canadian Cancer Society to discuss the incidence of cancer
in Prince Edward Island as compared to other provinces.
He also discussed the various risk factors and information
on what is known about how these factors affect the
incidence of various forms of cancer.
Media interviews were held prior to the event and
resulted in various opinion pieces in the local newspaper.
These meetings were an attempt to provide credible,
unbiased information on pesticide use and risk to those
who work most closely with these products.
Prince Edward Island Potato News
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One of these information sessions was recorded on video,
and copies are available on DVD for those that would like
to see the presentation but were unable to attend. To get
a copy of the DVD, please contact the Board office.

from DFN characterization at sites in PEI and NS”, “Well
construction and nitrate on PEI - A Brief History”, and
“Incentivizing Beneficial Management Practice Adoption
to Improve Groundwater Quality in Prince Edward Island:
An Economic - Hydrologic Modelling Approach”.

Canadian Water Network Meeting in PEI

The meeting concluded with discussions of the project
outcomes and the need to generate a plain language
report. A public session is planned for the fall of 2015.

Participants in the three year project on the Origin,
Occurrence and Fate of Nitrate in Sedimentary Bedrock
Groundwater in the Maritimes met in PEI in June. The
meeting was a public event and was attended by several
staff of the Potato Board and others in the local agricultural
industry.
The several days of meetings began with a tour at the
AAFC Harrington Research to join researchers in the field
as they explain their research on groundwater monitoring
and best management practices for groundwater nitrate
management. This was followed by more detailed
presentations at UPEI on topics such as: “Monitoring a
conductive tracer test for insights on water and nitrate
infiltration rates and processes through the unsaturated
zone at Harrington Research Farm, PEI”, “Insights on
flow system and nitrate occurrence, transport and fate

Bedrock core samples from the Canadian Water Network
research site at the AAFC Harrington Farm site, measuring
nitrate movement in groundwater and surface water.

Meeting with Ministers Ritz and Shea
On July 15th, representatives of the Board, along
with several growers and representatives from other
organizations, meet with Minister Gerry Ritz and Minister
Gail Shea in Mill River. The meeting had been organized
by Minister Shea’s office and a great deal of the discussion
centred around the tampering situation. Both Ministers were
knowledgeable of the issue and expressed strong support
for our industry and for the investigation. They pointed out
that under the new Safe Food for Canadians Act, there are
significant penalties for attacks like this. The Board reps
thanked the Ministers for their ongoing support.
Other issues discussed included potato wart, the federal
cost recovery review that is currently underway, shipping
point inspection for seed potatoes, the status of CFIA
inspection offices within PEI and the need for more staff
working on potato trade/phytosanitary issues so that
we can maintain and expand markets, the importance of
research, transportation issues and the shortage of longhaul truck drivers, and the need for a PACA-like Trust to
protect produce sellers (including potato growers). It was
valuable to meet face to face with both Ministers and we
look forward to similar opportunities in the future.
8
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Great for the
health of your potatoes.
And your bottom line.

Cantus® fungicide is an early blight specialist for potatoes. It moves
quickly into the plant for extended coverage that won’t wash off.
About the only thing that’s more impressive than its control is the
price. Call AgSolutions® Customer Care at 1-877-371-BASF (2273)
or visit agsolutions.ca for more information.

Always read and follow label directions.
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; CANTUS is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation,
used with permission by BASF Canada Inc. © 2015 BASF Canada Inc.
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THIS FUNGICIDE WORKS
RAIN OR SHINE, JUST LIKE YOU.
Protect your crop from early blight and late blight with DuPont Tanos fungicide. Early blight
can cause significant yield loss which results in lost revenue. Fortunately, Tanos offers protectant
activity and it is resistant to wash off – making it an excellent tool in fighting early blight.
That’s not all! Tanos rapidly penetrates leaf surfaces to provide both post-infection and locally
systemic control of late blight.
TM

®

®

®

Dry or wet conditions. Early blight or late blight. Tanos provides the protection you need.
®

�uestions? For more information, please contact your retailer, call your local DuPont rep
or the DuPont FarmCare Support Centre at 1-800 - 667-3925 or visit tanos.dupont.ca
TM

®

As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.
The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPontTM, The miracles of scienceTM and Tanos® are trademarks or registered trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company.
E. I. du Pont Canada Company is a licensee. Member of CropLife Canada.
© Copyright 2015 E. I. du Pont Canada Company. All rights reserved.

DuPont
Tanos
®
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2014/2015 Marketing season Review
by Mark Phillips, Market Information Officer and Ryan Barrett, Communications Officer, PEI Potato Board
The 2014-2015 marketing season proved to be
a challenging one in a number of respects. Overall
movement was lower than in the previous year, coupled
with consistently lower prices than achieved in 2013-2014.
A graphical representation of the Fresh Weighted Average
(FWA), Grower Return Index (GRI), and the average price
(FOB PEI) of a 10 lb retail bag by month are shown in
Figure 1.

from PEI.

An oversupply of potatoes in all of North America, as
well as in Prince Edward Island, explains much of the
lower prices and movement seen by PEI packing sheds
this past season. While the quality of potatoes in Prince
Edward Island was very good, with low cullage rates, there
were simply too many potatoes to move for a number of
packers. In the late spring and early summer of 2014, a
number of packers exhausted inventories earlier than
anticipated; conversely, Island packing sheds consistently
packed potatoes further into the summer in 2015.

Movement to Canadian markets was down 1.6% for
2014-2015 compared to the previous year, and was also
13% below the three year average. The majority of this
reduction in movement was in the seed category. Strong
yields in Ontario and Quebec once again slowed entry of
PEI Potatoes to Central Canadian markets, with movement
not picking up until well into 2015. Movement increased
over last year to most Central Canadian markets but
decreased in the Atlantic and Western provinces.

The winter of 2015 saw Prince Edward Island receive
a record setting snowfall in excess of 500 cm. Frequent
storms and delays in getting highways back open
definitely had an impact on the movement of potatoes
Figure 1:

Approximately 5,550,000 cwt of tablestock potatoes
were sold from July 1st, 2013 to June 30th, 2015. This
represented a decrease of 6% from the previous year and
a decrease of 4.5% from the three year average. When
totalling both tablestock and seed sales, movement
decreased 6.8% from the previous year and was 7.1%
below the three year average.

Potato sales to the United States remained strong again
in 2014-2015 after a bounce-back year in 2013-2014. Total
movement was up 1.5% to the USA over last year and was
up 6.5% from the three year average. Twenty-five states
purchased PEI Potatoes in the last year.
Export movement declined significantly
this year, with 32% fewer PEI potatoes
exported than last year and 18% fewer
than the three year average. A substantial
component of this reduction was related
to the ongoing trade embargo with
Russia, which was a significant destination
in recent years. A total of fifteen countries
purchased Island potatoes in 2014-2015,
with most markets seeing reduced volume
of shipments.
Movement in July was up significantly
versus a year ago, bringing movement up
correspondingly to all markets.
In total, approximately 44% of tablestock
and seed shipments were sold to Canadian
destinations, while 40% went to the USA
(including Puerto Rico) and 15.5% were
sold to export markets.

July - August 2015
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Environmental Stewardship:
Collaboration between Watershed Groups and Growers
Kensington North Watersheds Association is teaming up with the East Prince Agri-Environmental Association on a series of
projects, including a series of columns in the County Line Courier. Below are two of the first of these column submissions.
The East Prince Agri-Environment Association is a newly formed group representing twelve local family farms who share a
common interest for building a more environmentally sustainable industry. The group is largely composed of young farmers
who are all farming as a main or only source of income. This group of forward thinking professionals are very motivated and
understand the need to work with each other, government, industry and the public to make agriculture on PEI economically
sustainable and evolutionary while at the same time leaving a smaller environmental footprint for our children. The group
has targeted a number of key areas that they wish to improve on including soil erosion, nitrate reduction, and the relationship
between researchers and farmers.
Kensington North Watersheds has worked on several agri-enviromental projects in recent years. The Nitrates Stakeholders
Committee continues to work hard on reducing the impact of nitrates on groundwater and surface water.
Together, these two groups will show how modern farmers are going to great lengths toward improving soil conservation,
reducing the environmental impact of their operations, and promoting wildlife habitat and biodiversity.
Grass Waterways and Berms
Gullies and watercourses are low spots in a field where
surface water will naturally drain. The sandy soils of PEI
are by their nature highly erodible in comparison to
soils in other regions of the Maritime Provinces. A heavy
rainfall event may lead to water quickly running across
the surface of a tilled field and moving soil, resulting in
soil erosion.
Soil erosion becomes a problem for farmers and the
environment when soil leaves the field. Valuable top
soil containing organic matter and soil nutrients are
lost to the farmer; therefore, the capacity of the field to
grow profitable crops is reduced. The soil runoff may
be deposited on other land or ditches, where it is not
welcome. The worst case scenario occurs when this soil
enters a waterway, where it causes sediment buildup in
streams.

reducing the amount of soil that leaves the field. The grass
also prevents trenches from being formed in these low
spots.
Grassed waterways are considered by some as the
greatest step forward that farmers have taken in recent
years to reduce erosion. To quote a retired farmer, “Twenty
years ago it was an exception to see a grassed waterway
in a field. Today, the exception is to see a field that needs
a grassed waterway that doesn’t have one.”
Between the members of the East Prince AgriEnvironmental Association (the Dunk River area), there
is a total of 45 miles of grass waterways and 16 miles of
berms.

No one wants to see excessive soil erosion. Farmers go
to great lengths to keep valuable soil in place.
One of the best practices to keep soil from leaving a
tilled field is to install soil conservation structures. Earthen
berms guide surface water toward a shallow path or
watercourse in the field. These watercourses are seeded
with grass and left as a permanent feature of the field. The
grass slows down and captures soil particles that may be
in surface runoff. The soil stays in the grass, dramatically
12
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A grassed waterway working as it was designed to by having
sediment deposited in the grass instead of traveling with water
to a watercourse. Photo courtesy KNWA.
July - August 2015

Helping our Soil with Cover Crops

the seed with soil and germination follows.

Cover crops are an essential tool that farmers use
to reduce erosion and build soil. On PEI, a cover crop is
usually planted in a field following a harvest, usually late
in the growing season (September or October).

Cover crops are but one component of cropping systems
using specialty crops to improve and protect the soil.
Bio-fumigants, such as brown mustard and buckwheat,
suppress troublesome wireworm populations. Crops like
tillage radish, field peas, and vetch add organic matter and
nitrogen. Experiments are underway with exotic species
such as sorgham sudangrass and millet. All these crops
address a variety of goals, such as weed suppression and
reducing soil compaction, as well as managing erosion
and adding plant residue.

A cover crop, usually a cereal crop, is often used to follow
potatoes. Traditionally barley and oats have been used,
and are planted not too late in the season, preferably in
late September or early October, in order to establish a
green cover thick enough to reduce the impact of rain
striking the soil and to make a mat of roots to bind the
loose soil together.
A challenge that potato growers face is that much of
the potato crop is harvested after the optimum planting
dates for these cereals. In recent years, farmers have
been experimenting with other crops that have greater
tolerance of low temperatures, germinate better than
barley and oats in cooler temperatures, and keep growing
later in the season. These hardier crops include winter rye
and winter wheat.
A popular way of sowing a cover crop following a potato
crop is to broadcast the seed on top of the potatoes before
they are harvested. The act of digging the potatoes covers

July - August 2015

Rye grass planted following potatoes
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We'll get
you there.

You are
a
here.

Meet The Volm Engineered Solutions Team.
Whether you’re considering a new equipment purchase,
an existing line upgrade, or building a new state-of-the-art
packing facility, the Volm VEST team can make sure you get
exactly that—on time, on budget and to your specification.
• Packing line integration and optimization
• Equipment specification, sourcing and installation
• Facility design, construction and commissioning

800.253.4737
Antigo, WI
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AAFC Industry Stakeholder Day
by Ryan Barrett, Research & Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
In an effort to improve engagement with the agriculture
industry in Prince Edward Island, Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada hosted a Stakeholder Day with industry partners
and farmers on July 14th, 2015 at their research farm in
Harrington, PEI. This was an opportunity to showcase the
large number of projects happening at Harrington as well
as foster dialogue between researchers and the industry
on research priorities and knowledge and technology
transfer.
The day consisted of two hour-long wagon tours of
the Harrington research farm as well as an opportunity
to meet with AAFC research staff and review a number
of posters highlighting recently completed and ongoing
research projects.
Eleven primary researchers, supported by full time
technical and farm staff as well as seasonal support staff,
are conducting a wide array of trials across many crop
species. Variety evaluation represents a large number of
ongoing trials, with researchers evaluating varieties of
multiple crops for disease resistance and total yield under
conventional and organic production systems. Barley,
wheat, oats, canola, corn, soybeans, and potatoes all have
extensive variety trials underway.
The PEI Potato Board is partnering with David Main to
conduct variety trials at Harrington under the CHC National
Research Cluster Project. Additionally, there are potato
variety trials at Harrington to assess the performance of
new AAFC cultivars, assessing varieties under organic
management, and assessing varieties for a private potato
breeding company.

Additional potato-related projects at Harrington
include:
•

rotational studies to assess how potatoes perform in
alternative rotations including crops such as canola,
soybean, corn, sudan sorghum, brown mustard,
buckwheat, and more; (sponsored by ECODA & PEIPB)

•

nutrient management studies investigating rates of
nitrogen and phosphorous;

•

assessing nitrate loss rates from potato rotations
under a variety of rotations and nutrient
management systems;

•

breeding novel potato lines that reduce or eliminate
undesirable compounds like asparagine or glycoalkaloids; and

•

efficacy of new products to protect potatoes against
pink rot and fusarium.

There are also projects underway looking at alternative
forage species, cover crop alternatives, soil erosion,
blueberries, hops, rosehips, carrots, buckwheat, and
more. We look forward to continuing to work with AAFC
researchers and staff to enhance our industry through
collaborative research of value to growers.

Right: Potatoes as part of an alternative rotation trial at the
Harrington Research Farm. Below: Soybean variety trials.

July - August 2015
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PMANA Summer Meeting Report
by Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
The Keystone Potato Producers Association of Manitoba
hosted this summer’s PMANA meeting in Whistler, British
Columbia at the Westin Resort on July 6-8th. The purpose
of the meeting was to bring attendees up to date with the
growing conditions and crop status in the different areas
of North America, to summarize the contract settlements
of 2015, and to discuss important frozen potato industry
issues.
The meeting had good attendance, with approximately
30 grower representatives along with reps from long
time PMANA sponsors AgWorld Support Systems and
Syngenta. The Potato Processing Committee (PPC) sent
Jonathan MacLennan and Scott Howatt to represent PEI
processing growers.
Potato acres planted for processing increased in the
Pacific Northwest (PNW) and Manitoba while in the rest
of North America the acres are relatively flat to slightly
down from last year. Overall, the acreage is up 1.0%
with projected production numbers reflecting at least
1.3% more supply of spuds across North America. This
projected increase in production is a result of most areas
reporting an early start to their growing seasons, which
has provided good to very good crop stands.
Old crop potatoes have cleaned up nicely in the Columbia
Basin, where new crop harvesting is well underway. The
early Shepody crop in the Basin is excellent, with very
good quality and above average size and yields. The
impact of the record setting heat wave is undetermined
at this time, with industry people keeping a close eye on
the Umatilla and Russet Burbank acreages. Meanwhile, in
Idaho, there is likely to be leftover old crop spuds that will
be dumped, and they too are keeping a watchful eye on
their crop as it sustains record high temperatures.
Both Alberta and Manitoba report their potato crops are
ahead of normal and growers are pleased with the crop’s
development to date. This is very similar to the conditions
shared from the American Midwest states of North
Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin. A point of concern
from Wisconsin is the above average rainfall which has
late blight severity levels above thresholds and confirmed
cases of late blight have been reported.
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The crop reports across the eastern growing areas were
varied. Ontario and Quebec’s crops have progressed
well and their potato fields look very good. Maine, New
Brunswick and PEI’s potato planting was delayed by the
cold, wet spring and the month of June provided well
below normal heat units. With the later planting and the
cool weather, all three Atlantic Northeast (ANE) areas
reported their potato crops are one to two weeks behind
normal.
Projected costs of production for 2015 are quite varied
across North America. In the PNW, Washington and
Oregon are on track for costs to come in flat compared to
last year. Idaho is projecting a 1.0% decrease due to diesel
fuel pricing. The rest of the growing areas in the United
States are projecting their costs to be same as 2014.
Conversely, all Canadian growing areas are projecting cost
increases ranging from 1.5 to 4.5% more than 2014 due to
the impact that the lower Canadian dollar has on fertilizer,
crop protectants, machinery parts and equipment.
The outlook and attitude from the different growing
areas for the 2015-16 seasons is as varied as their weather.
The Potato Growers of Washington (PGW) remain upbeat
and positive as their crops continue to provide acceptable
profit margins and their processors experience continued
growth in demand for exported frozen potato products.
Their acreage contracts and dependence on irrigation
help to mitigate / control over supply of raw potatoes.
All processing plants in the Basin are running hard and
the major concern of growers in the area is the cost of
irrigated land.
July - August 2015

The outlook from Malheur County and Idaho is less
optimistic given the recent changes in raw procurement
at the Heinz plant in Oregon. Heinz has given over their
raw procurement to the Oregon Potato Company and
this has created upheaval among growers in Malheur
and western Idaho. Growers in Idaho accepted a contract
price decrease of 1% to 1.5% for 2015 crop in order to
secure their contracted volume given this upheaval. The
supply of irrigated water is the major concern in both
these areas.

are increasing their contracted volumes over the 2014
levels. In the Maritime Provinces, there will be old crop
dumped due to oversupply and the projected Canadian
production for 2015-16 is for an additional 2.7 million cwt.
It is unlikely that the increased contracted volumes will
offset this projected increase in raw production.

The process of collective bargaining for growers in
the American Midwest continues to erode as there are
no contract negotiations between grower organizations
and processors in either North Dakota or Wisconsin.
Alternative crops provide limited options due to depressed
commodity prices. Processing plants in the Midwest are
operating at full capacity and contracting the majority of
their raw potato requirements.

In summary, the North American processing crop looks
good to very good overall. Other than the delayed start to
the crop in the ANE and whatever the resulting effects of
the heat waves in the PNW will be, the crop is on course to
over-supply the processing marketplace. North American
processors are contracting at high levels and most
processing plants are running at full capacity. The lowvalued Canadian dollar is bringing production back across
the border, as Canadian raw currently has a greater than
25% discount compared to USA raw. Across all growing
jurisdictions, grower groups seemingly placed more value
on contracted volume than on improved pricing in 2015.

The scene across Canada is marked by tighter grower
profit margins going into this year since the costs
of production increases reported in most areas are
greater than the negotiated contract price increases.
The weakened Canadian dollar in comparison to the US
greenback provides an environment where processors

Hopefully, most North American processing growers will
review the necessity of improving their contract pricing
in 2016 in order to improve to their farm operations’
profitability. The importance of this will become evident
as farm businesses face re-investment decisions and
address their long term financial sustainability.

YOU’LL GO TO ANY LENGTH
TO PROTECT YOUR POTATOES
FROM BLIGHT.
SO WILL WE.
Manzate Pro-Stick fungicide. Formulated to spray better, stick better and work better.
Looking for advanced technology in the fight against early and late blight in potatoes? Look no further than Manzate Pro-Stick
from UPI. The unique formulation technology of Manzate Pro-Stick delivers uniform product coverage to the treatment area,
providing superior, long-lasting disease control potato growers, like you, have come to trust. A multi-site protectant fungicide,
Manzate Pro-Stick has very low risk to resistance, an important factor to consider in today’s disease management programs.
®

TM

There is simply no imitation to Manzate Pro-stick when it comes to getting added security
from blight. To learn more, contact your local UPI distributor or sales representative.

Built for where crop
protection is going.
Always read and follow label directions and precautions. Manzate® and UPI logo are trademarks of United Phosphorus, Inc. ©February, 2013.
United Phosphorus, Inc., 630 Freedom Business Center, King of Prussia, PA 19406. www.upi-usa.com.
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Caesar-style potato salad with Mozzarella
Servings: 6 to 8

Preparation: 10 minutes

Cooking: 15 minutes

INGREDIENTS
8 cups (2 L) PEI Potatoes, quartered
¼ cup (60 mL) mayonnaise
½ cup (125 mL) fat-free plain yogurt
4 garlic cloves, chopped
1 tbsp (15 mL) capers, chopped
1/3 cup (75 ml) fresh parsley, chopped
Salt and freshly ground pepper
3 slices of cooked bacon, chopped
1½ cups (375 mL) Canadian Mozzarella, grated
PREPARATION & COOKING
•

Place potatoes in a large saucepan, cover with water and cook over medium heat until tender, about 15
minutes. Drain water and replace with cold water to cool potatoes. Drain again.

•

Mix mayonnaise, yogurt, garlic, capers and parsley in a large bowl. Season with salt and pepper.

•

Add potatoes to the bowl with bacon and cheese. Stir to coat well, adjust seasoning and serve.

•

Cheese alternatives: Canadian Cheddar, Gouda, Provolone
Per serving: 233 Cal. l 10 g Protein l 26 g Carb. l 10 g Fat l 3.8 g Fibre l 309 mg Sodium l 158 mg Calcium
This recipe was developed as part of a marketing partnership with Dairy Farmers of Canada.
You can read more about this opportunity on page 20 of this issue of the PEI Potato News.

2015 United states Fall Potato Plantings (acres)
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service - July 2015
State
Idaho
Washington
North Dakota
Wisconsin
Colorado
Maine
Minnesota
Michigan
Oregon
Total U.S. Fall Planted Acres
July - August 2015

2014

2015

321,000
165,000
79,000
64,000
60,200
51,000
43,000
43,000
39,000
936,900

325,000
170,000
80,000
66,000
59,100
51,500
50,000
46,000
39,000
955,300

% Change
+1.3%
+3.0%
+1.3%
+3.1%
-1.8%
+1.0%
+16.3%
+7.0%
0.0%
+2.0%
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Potatoes and Cheese:
Summer Marketing Promotion with Dairy Farmers of Canada
by Kendra Mills, Marketing Director, PEI Potato Board
This summer, PEI Potatoes partnered with the Dairy
Farmers of Canada’s All You Need is Cheese campaign to
promote recipes including both products. We are very
excited to be a part of this campaign, which was available
at Loblaw’s, Sobey’s, Wal-mart and Metro in Ontario and
Atlantic Canada.
We produced three recipes, which we used on our new
industry packaging, on in-store POS (via shelf ads and
recipe booklets). We promoted the partnership via our
own PEI Potato Pantry database email, while they placed
ads in their industry magazine.
We also used online couponing app Checkout51.com
for the first time ever. The Dairy Farmers work with an

An advertisement that appeared in the
Dairy Farmers of Canada All You Need Is Cheese
fall magazine, highlighting the combination
of Canadian cheese and PEI Potatoes.
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agency in Montreal who did the recipe development and
created all of the high-end materials which I am excited
to be able to share with you below. The creative theme is
“Summer. Made in Canada”.
During this promotion, we also had two major ads
on potatoes at Wal-mart in Ontario and Sobey’s in
Atlantic Canada, which definitely helped to promote the
partnership. We will more than double the distribution of
this promotion that we promised DFC, which is a huge
success and creates great value back to their organization.
Our hope is to work more with them to help both of our
industries reach our goals!

A screenshot of the Checkout 51
smartphone app, where grocery
shoppers can redeem a 50 cent
rebate on PEI Potatoes.

A “shelf-talker” that
appeared in the deli
section of a number of
Canadian grocery stores.
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Protects against blight
MYVTZ[HY[[VÄUPZO

Not a fungus
among us
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866-613-3336
info@engageagro.com
engageagro.com
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PEI Agriculture Media Tour
by Ryan Barrett, Research & Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
Fewer Islanders are directly connected to the family
farm than ever before, and many know very little about
the advancements and improvements being made on
Prince Edward Island farms in all sectors. Therefore, the
agricultural community has a role to play in making
sure that our stories are told and that members of the
media have an opportunity to meet farmers and make
connections in the agriculture industry.
For the second time in as many years, the PEI Potato
Board, PEI Federation of Agriculture, and PEI Department
of Agriculture and Fisheries collaborated to put together
a tour of successful farms for journalists in Prince Edward
Island. The tour made two visits: PEI Potato Solutions in
New Annan and Blue Diamond Farm in South Freetown.
PEI Potato Solutions is a modern potato washing and
grading facility jointly owned by three farm families,
with the three principals being Austin Roberts, Andrew
Lawless, and Marvyn Webster. Their facility has been up
and running since January 2014 and has been running
virtually non-stop ever since. While washing and grading
all of the processing potatoes from their member farms,
the facility also handles the grading for a number of other
local potato growers as well as doing “rescue” washing
operations for growers across PEI that are experiencing
issues with product in storage. The facility is able to
handle approximately 1400 cwt per hour and features a
fleet of new trucks moving product from the farm to the
New Annan facility before sending washed product direct
to the processor.
The highlight of the visit to PEI Potato Solutions was
their newly installed metal detection equipment. This
highly sensitive equipment was installed just a few days
before our tour but is in full operation. It can detect
metal fragments only millimetres in size and is able to
quickly remove affected material without stopping the
entire grading line. The equipment came from Germany
and cost approximately $360,000. Nonetheless, Austin
Roberts was quick to add that they are excited to feature
this detection equipment at their facility and offer growers
the ability to guarantee the safety of their product. Their
team is dedicated to helping growers to maximize the
return from their product by providing a valuable service
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with attention to detail and a commitment to customer
service.
The second stop on the tour was to Blue Diamond Farm,
owned by Brian and Tom Robinson. The Robinsons moved
to PEI from Nova Scotia in 2003 and Tom is taking over
ownership of the farm from his father later this year. They
milk 80 registered Holsteins in a freestall barn that features
computerized feeders, automatic manure scrapers, stalls
bedded with peat moss for cow comfort, activity monitors
on each cow, and other cow-comfort measures. A big hit
with the cows as well as the visitors was the automatic
back scratching brush installed in the barn. The Robinsons
are also marketers of Holstein genetics around the world
through live animals and embryo sales.
Both farms featured technological advances and
innovative marketing solutions built on a foundation of
success family farming. The tour has already resulted in
a number of stories in the local media, but our hope was
to also provide context and contacts for the journalists
who were able to join us on the tour. It is hoped that this
tour will continue to be an annual highlight for the farm
community on Prince Edward Island.

Some of the routine foreign material removed this year at
PEI Potato Solutions wash facility in New Annan, PEI.
July - August 2015

Metal detection equipment at PEI Potato Solutions.

Holstein cows at Blue Diamond Farm in South Freetown.

Yesterday and today: An antique 10 HP engine and a
360 HP New Holland tractor at PEI Potato Solutions.

Lorne Roberts showing off his 10 HP “Hit and Miss”
antique engine for journalists on the media tour.
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator
With the late spring that we had this year, it delayed
planting in some areas of the province more than others.
We then switched to a hot dry period in the early part
of July. It seems to be getting more challenging to get
the ideal weather for growing crops. Overall emergence
this spring seems very good. There have been very few
reports of any issues with seed or emergence.
Retirement of Dave Aiton
Dave Aiton, a longtime employee with the Department,
retired in July. Dave has worked with potato growers over
his years with the Department in a number of different
roles. In the last few years, Dave has been working as the
Manager of the Agricultural Insurance Corporation based
now in Kensington. Prior to that, Dave worked in the Plant
Health section as well as in various extension roles in both
Summerside and Charlottetown. Congratulations to Dave
and all the best in his retirement.
Pesticide Crop Record Books Available
We have handed out a large number of our Pesticide
Crop Record books again this year. If you need a copy of
the 2015 Pesticide Crop Record book, let me know and
I can get you one. A number of growers have requested
one to have in the cab of the tractor and use it for keeping
track of the products and fields that have been sprayed
each day. Having a good set of records of what inputs
you put on the crop is very valuable as you manage your
fields.
Scouting Season is in in Full Swing
As the scouting season hits full stride and with the
heightened awareness of people in and around potato
fields this year, scouts are reminded to ensure that they
are in contact with the field owners and make them aware
of what fields you will be entering. A number of people
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(902) 314-1607

bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

have put magnetic decals on their vehicles to identify
themselves to neighbours that may be watching fields.
Everyone is encouraged to be aware of anyone who is in
and around potato fields and keep a log book if needed.
Under the province’s Trespass to Property Act, anyone
who enters an acreage managed for the production
of agricultural crops without permission is guilty of an
offence. The Board has provided cards and templates of
signs if growers wish to use them on their fields.
Just a reminder and invitation to everyone to attend our
bi-weekly potato meetings held during the summer. We
had a great turn out at our first meeting in Charlottetown,
with lots of discussion about the potato crop all across the
Island. We discuss crop issues and product updates for the
current crop stage.
The next meetings will be held in Charlottetown at the
Potato Board office on August 4th and in Kensington at
the Crop Insurance building on August 18th. All meetings
start at 7:30 am.
We also have our Potato Pest Hotline up and running
again this year. The hotline number is 368-5658 or toll free
1-800-658-1805, or we can add you to our email list.

NEWS FLASH:

THIMET 20G REGISTRATION
On July 28th, the Board received word that the
Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) has
approved the reinstatement of the Phorate technical
package and the application from AMVAC to register
the new formulation of Thimet 20G.
As a result of this decision, we will be able to access
Thimet for the 2016 season and beyond. This is
excellent news, and PMRA has made its decision well
in advance of the January 2016 timeframe that we
had been anticipating. More information will be
provided to you once we receive it from PMRA or
AMVAC.
July - August 2015

Responding to Pesticide Questions
Editor’s Note: In this issue, we continue to highlight information from CropLife Canada’s Lab to Label publication that
endeavours to shed light on how pesticides are regulated and registered in Canada. This information is useful background
when discussing pesticide use with neighbours and the general public.

July - August 2015
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Hazard Alert

Potato Harvester
HAZARD SUMMARY

On October 3, 2014, a Prince Edward Island farm worker was seriously injured while carrying out
maintenance on a potato harvester (Figure 1 and 4). A farmer and two workers were harvesting potatoes
when the farmer noticed that the potato harvester needed to be repaired. The farmer stopped the harvester
to repair a bent rod on the potato belt (Figure 2). Several other workers got oﬀ their equipment and gathered
around the potato harvester to observe and assist with repairs. While the harvester was stopped, a worker
climbed on the back of the potato harvester to clean the potato tops oﬀ the rollers. The farmer, unaware that
the worker was cleaning the rollers, started the harvester to advance the belt. When the belt advanced, the
worker’s legs were pinned between the deviner chain and the rollers of the harvester (Figure 3). The worker
suﬀered two broken legs.

CAUSE
The following hazards were identiﬁed at the
scene and may have contributed to the
workplace injury:
 Lack of communication between the
farmer and the worker
 Lack of training for the cleaning and
maintenance of equipment in the ﬁeld
 Due to the size of the potato harvester,
there are several blind spots
 Workers not accounted for before
starting the potato harvester
 Rushing to complete the repairs to the harvester

Location of Injured Worker

Location of Bent Rod

Distraction from other workers not involved with equipment repair



Figure 1. Location of bent rod and injured
worker on the potato harvester

LEGISLATED REQUIREMENTS
The following legislative requirements under PEI’s
Occupational Health and Safety Act relate to this
hazard alert:
 Section 12 (1) (a) states, “An employer shall ensure
that every reasonable precaution is taken to
protect the occupational health and safety of
persons at or near the workplace.”

Figure 2. Bent link of potato belt

Section 12 (1) (c) states “An employer shall ensure
that such information, instruction, training,
supervision and facilities are provided as are
necessary to ensure the occupational health and
safety of the workers.



Bent Rod

Figure 2. Bent rod of potato belt

To report a serious workplace incident or hazard,
call the 24hr OHS Emergency Line at 902-628-7513
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RECOMMENDED PRECAUTIONS


Harvesters should be safely parked, turned oﬀ and keys removed
before any cleaning or servicing takes place.



Once the equipment has been stopped, do not move the equipment
until the operator or person designated by the operator: has walked
around the equipment; is sure that everyone is accounted for; and
is sure that no one is at risk.



Follow safety rules and procedures at all times, even during busy
harvesting seasons. Rushing can increase the risk of injuries.



Ensure workers are adequately trained on how to clean and
maintain equipment safely in the ﬁeld.



Ensure young and inexperienced workers are especially well-trained
and supervised.



Be mindful of workers’ abilities and limitations, and assign tasks
accordingly.



Ensure each piece of equipment has a designated operator
responsible for the safe operation of the equipment.



Ensure all workers are aware of blind spots on the equipment.
Use a pre-arranged signal such as sounding the horn before starting the harvester.
Wear high visibility vests when working around moving equipment in the ﬁeld.
Enforce a “No Visitors ” policy in the ﬁeld in order to account for the safety of all workers present.
Use extra caution at the end of a long shift to oﬀset the eﬀects of fatigue.






Roller

Deviner Chain

Figure 3. Top of potato harvester

Figure 4. Potato Harvester involved in the incident

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit the Workers Compensation Board website at www.wcb.pe.ca or contact the WCB Occupational Health &
Safety Division at 902-368-5680 or 1-800-237-5049 (Toll free in Atlantic Canada).

To report a serious workplace incident or hazard,
call the 24hr OHS Emergency Line at 902-628-7513
July - August 2015
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Paa annual Meeting 2015
by Mary Kay Sonier & Ryan Barrett, PEI Potato Board
The Potato Association of America Annual Meeting was
held in Portland, Maine from July 19-23, 2015. This annual
gathering is an opportunity for those involved in the
potato research and extension field to maintain contact
networks and stay up to date on the latest information
from potato research taking place across North America.

Research Initiative Acrylamide Project has been funded
from 2011-2016 involving 22 scientists & 10 institutions.
The value of this coordinated effort was highlighted in
the opening symposium. Following the symposium, there
were several days of concurrent sessions & committee
section meetings.

The formation of acrylamide in processed potato
products remains an industry concern, as the most recent
World Health Organization statement recommends that it
is “appropriate to continue trying to reduce” acrylamide in
a wide variety of baked & processed foods (breads, snack
foods, etc). Acrylamide is not an issue in raw, boiled,
or steamed potatoes but is found in varying levels in
fried, baked, and roasted potatoes. Some advancement
has been made in identifying new potato varieties that
produce lower levels of acrylamide than standard such as
Russet Burbank and Snowden.

Sessions consist of a series of 15 minute presentations
arranged by topic area such as breeding and genetics, plant
protection, extension, production and management, and
physiology. Some of the topics covered included pathogen
detection techniques, crop rotation studies, effects of
glyphosate drift on seed potatoes, PVY management
strategies and numerous reports on advances of molecular
tools and strategies to help advance potato breeding.
Interestingly, declining yields were cited as the rationale
behind several of the studies from US researchers.

When dealing with traditional varieties, research
scientists are looking at the effect of production, storage
and processing techniques on minimizing the amount
of acrylamide. In the United States, a Specialty Crop

A special guest speaker at the event was Dr. Noelle
Bankley, a PhD in molecular genetics from the University
of California. She has experience in the US with germplasm
collections for various crops. In late February 2015, she
joined the CIP (International Potato Centre) in Lima, Peru
and is responsible for the management of
research projects and gene bank operations.
She gave a presentation on “CIP - Maintaining
Potato Diversity for Future Generations.”
An important part of the PAA annual
meeting is the encouragement of young
potato researchers. Many graduate students
present their project research findings as
part of the Frank L. Haynes Graduate Student
Research Award Competition.
Social events such as the Shore Dinner
and Industry Tours provide opportunities to
maintain and make new contacts with potato
researchers across North America.
In 2016, the PAA will hold its 100th annual
meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Research report from the poster session at the
PAA meeting.
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2015 Canadian Potato Plantings (acres)
Source: Statistics Canada CANSIM-001-0014 (July 2015)
State

2014

2015

476

338

-29.0%

Prince Edward Island

90,500

89,500

-1.1%

Nova Scotia

1,725

1,624

-5.9%

New Brunswick

48,150

47,885

-0.6%

Quebec

42,996

42,729

-0.6%

Ontario

35,500

34,750

-2.1%

Manitoba

63,000

67,000

+6.3%

Saskatchewan

6,413

6,000

-6.4%

Alberta

52,984

53,459

+0.9%

British Columbia

5,890

5,700

-3.2%

347,539

349,005

+0.4%

Newfoundland

Total Canadian Acres

July - August 2015

% Change
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PEI Potato Social!
We are looking forward to a large turnout for the first
ever Prince Edward Island Potato Social on Sunday,
August 9th, 2015 at Monaghan Farms in Norboro!
Based on suggestions from growers that we should
find ways to engage our neighbours and celebrate the
potato industry while thanking them for their support
in the past year, the Board set the wheels in motion
to host this free barbeque and social event. Special
thanks to the Curley family at Monaghan Farms for
graciously offering to host this event!
As of the printing of this issue, plans are well underway
and we are spreading word about the PEI Potato Social
all over Prince Edward Island. A number of volunteers
from the grower community have been assisting staff
members on the planning committee.
An invitation card (left) has been circulated in Island
communities and has also been shared on social media.
A number of partner groups such as the Federation of
Agriculture, 4-H, Chambers of Commerce, and Islanders
For Farmers have also shared these invitations with
their Facebook and Twitter followers.
The barbeque will include free hamburgers, hot dogs,
Lays potato chips, French fries, baked potatoes from
W.P. Griffin and others, and additional refreshments.
This will also be a family-friendly event, with various
activities for kids, including a bouncy castle, Mr. Potato
Head decorating, digging for potatoes, and more. The
program will also feature some live entertainment and
machinery displays.
Potato growers will be identified with special t-shirts
or hats for those that wish to ask questions about
potato farming. While this is a fun event, it is also an
opportunity to talk to members of the public about
the potato industry and the vital part that family farms
play in the economy and rural life of Prince Edward
Island.
Thank you in advance to our many sponsors and
volunteers. Full acknowledgements will accompany
a report on the PEI Potato Social in the next issue of
the PEI Potato News!
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awards Presented at the
2015 PeI Potato Blossom Festival
Receiving the Kent Phillips Memorial Young Farmer of
the Future Award were Bryan (left) and Kyle (second from
left) Maynard of Farmboys Inc. of Arlington. Bryan and
Kyle recently purchased a part of their grandfather’s farm
(Alison Dennis) and have begun farming on their own in
the Arlington area. In being nominated for the award,
the brothers were described as being very dedicated and
passionate about potato farming, as well as being actively
involved in their community.
Also shown in this photo are Jacinda Costello (second
from right), Miss Potato Blossom; and Eric Phillips, PEI
Potato Blossom Festival committee member and father of
the late Kent Phillips.
Potato Producer of the Year was awarded to Derek
and Chris Smallman of Smallman Farms in O’Leary.
Derek (second from left in photo) and Chris (third from
left) are continuing the now fifth generation family
farm from their father, Avard. They grow potatoes for
Cavendish Farms and Frito-Lay through WD Potato Ltd.
They were named WD Potato Ltd. Top Grower in 2013.
Also pictured are Amy Desroches (left), representing the
PEI Potato Blossom Festival, and Greg Donald (right),
General Manager of the PEI Potato Board.
Our thanks to Eric McCarthy of the Journal-Pioneer for
these photos of award winners.
The 2015 PEI Potato Ambassdor is Brynn Smallman of
O’Leary. Brynn is entering her first year of the nursing
program at UPEI this fall after being named Valedictorian
of her graduating class at Westisle this year. Her parents
are Jason and Aldene Smallman and she takes on the
Ambassadorship from her sister, Brae, who held the title
in 2014.
Pictured (from left) are Brae Smallman, Billy MacKendrick,
President of the Canadian Potato Museum, Brynn
Smallman, and Sharon Bridges, General Manager of the
Evangeline-Central Credit Union.
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Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm Update
by Mary Kay Sonier, Seed Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
There were still patches of snow around when we started
planting at Fox Island; however, we were only a few days
later finishing up planting than in 2014. Emergence was
good and we have been pleased with crop growth to date.
The screenhouses are full and growing well.
As usual, oil sprays started early and Pre-Elite plots are
now covered with row-cover. Potato colonizing aphid
levels remain low, but data from the Aphid Alert Program
showed a slight early peak in “other” aphid species during
mid-July. We enocurage growers to stay up to date with
aphid numbers by using the provincial Pest Hotline at
1-800-658-1805. Rogueing is ongoing and the fields are
looking very good.
We were fortunate this year to receive funding under the
Canada Summer Jobs program. This program provides an
extra set of hands for all the small tasks that are necessary
on the farm and we are able to provide a student with
valuable work experience.

Shepody, Goldrush, Dark Red Norland & Superior making
up the bulk of the acreage. We have been increasing
acreage of Ranger Russet, Eva and some new russets to
meet demand. In the pipeline in the PE field, we have
Highland Russet, Teton Russet, Yukon Nugget, and Century
Russet. Overall acreage is down slightly as Russet Burbank
acreage has been decreased due to a drop in demand.
Elite seed from Fox Island is forward contracted for the
most part. Order forms will be sent out shortly with orders
and deposits due in the fall. Orders received before the
deadline date will receive all or a portion of their desired
volume, depending upon production. Those received
after the deadline date are subject to availability. Please
contact us regarding any seed inquiries. We will be
bringing in plantlets of new varieties in the fall so if there
is something you are interested in please let us know.

While we have several new varieties in the screenhouse
and Pre-Elite plot in 2015, our Elite I varieties remain fairly
standard with staple varieties such as Russet Burbank,

At Fox Island, we are able to do contract production
of protected varieties with permission of the breeder or
variety agent. Farm facilities are also available for growers,
dealers and visitors to tour by appointment. Please contact
us at 902-892-6551if you would like to arrange a visit.

Early emergence of Russet Burbank plot. Photo: M.K. Sonier.

View from the rogueing cart. Photo: M.K. Sonier.
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New Partnership sets stage
for Canada’s Food Island
A new industry led, government supported partnership
will engage primary industries, food producers, culinary
experts and research institutions to expand food exports,
create new products and cement Prince Edward Island’s
reputation as a world class producer of food and leading
culinary destination.

over $1.6 million to support the partnership’s annual
cost. Approximately $900,000 will come from the CanadaPEI Growing Forward 2 Agreement. The Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency is providing $487,950, with the
remainder coming from the Government of Prince Edward
Island.

The Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, on behalf of the Honourable Rob Moore, Minister
of State (ACOA) and the Honourable Gerry Ritz, Minister
of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, and the Honourable
Wade MacLauchlan, Premier of Prince Edward Island,
announced government support today for the Food
Island Partnership.

John Rowe, chair of the Food Island Partnership, said “I
am truly excited to be involved with this organization. The
organization is a truly collaborative initiative between
the private sector and government. We believe that the
Prince Edward Island Food Industry is an industry of the
future. We face challenges but there are also great new
opportunities. This partnership model will be key for
the food industry to grow and attract new investment.
Together with our partners, we will work to create a
climate that allows entrepreneurs to start new food
companies, our companies to develop new products and
our products to find new markets. Branding Prince Edward
Island as Canada’s Food Island will help us do that”

“Our Government is pleased to support the Food Island
Partnership as they work towards making Prince Edward
Island one of the world’s premier culinary destinations,”
said Minister Shea. “The Food Island Partnership will work
closely with small- and medium-sized businesses to add
value to the Island’s food products, integrating all stages
of production from the farm to the table.”
“Prince Edward Island’s harvests are integral to our
economy and our province’s cultural fabric,” said Premier
MacLauchlan. “The Food Island Partnership will build on
our successes and, by working together with
industry and community partners, establish our
province as Canada’s Food Island.”

Ten per cent of the province’s GDP comes from food
processing and primary agriculture. In 2014, the Island
exported a billion dollars worth of products internationally
and 40 per cent were food products, the most ever.

Prince Edward Island has a food brand that is
well recognized and growing. The Food Island
Partnership will leverage this brand recognition
to the benefit of the food industry of PEI. The
Partnership will also work to encourage more
entrepreneurs to enter the food business and
more existing companies to diversify their
product range with assistance from research and
development institutions like BioFoodTech and
Canada’s Smartest Kitchen.
The Food Island Partnership will be led by
industry and supported by the provincial and
federal governments beginning this year. Over
the next three years governments will provide
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Left to right : Jeff McCourt, owner of Glasgow Glen Farms; Premier
Wade MacLauchlan; the Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries
and Oceans; and John Rowe, chair of the Food Island Partnership.
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INDUstRY UPDates
Federal Government Invests to Boost Canadian
Potato Exports

Federal Government Investing to Upgrade
Atlantic Agricultural Research Facilities

(July 14, 2015 – Fredericton, New Brunswick) Agriculture
Minister Gerry Ritz recently announced an investment of
up to $1.4 million for Potatoes New Brunswick to lead a
national research effort to help improve potato yields and
the export competitiveness of Canadian French fries.

(July 15, 2015 – Charlottetown, PEI) Agriculture Minister
Gerry Ritz and Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and
Member of Parliament for Egmont Gail Shea announced
funding of $4 million for infrastructure improvements at
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s (AAFC) facilities in
Prince Edward Island to improve research capabilities for
the agriculture sector and support its economic growth.

This investment will enable Potatoes New Brunswick
to work with other industry partners, Agriculture Canada
scientists and universities to identify factors that limit
potato yields. On-farm experiments will help overcome
these limitations and recommend new tools and
technologies to potato farmers across the country.
Potatoes New Brunswick will work with a number of
key national partners, including the P.E.I. Potato Board,
McCain Foods Ltd., the Manitoba Horticulture Productivity
Enhancement Centre, Dalhousie University, the University
of Manitoba and the Institut National de la Recherche
Scientifique in Quebec City.
This investment is being made through Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada’s AgriInnovation Program, a five-year,
up to $698 million program under the Growing Forward 2
policy framework.
“Potatoes are a staple on family kitchen tables across
Canada and around the world, and are a key driver of our
economic growth,” noted Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz.
“This research partnership will build future growth by
giving processors access to more of the quality Canadian
potatoes that give their fries a world-class reputation.”
Shawn Paget, Chair of Potatoes New Brunswick remarked
that “the stakes for processing potatoes in Canada have
never been higher. This funding will allow Canadian potato
producers to expedite the process and introduce new
technology and best management practices to secure
and develop export markets. A national approach allows
our industry to pool resources and make a concentrated
effort to improve yields, secure grower profitability and
increase competitiveness.”

The Crops and Livestock Research Centre (CLRC) in
Charlottetown will receive $2 million towards modernizing
existing laboratory facilities to better support the research
activities at the centre. An additional $2 million will go
to expanding greenhouse facilities at the Harrington
Research Farm to create more high-quality greenhouse
space that will support the priorities of the CLRC.
In addition to $4 million for the Crops and Livestock
Research Centre, AAFC facilities in the Atlantic region will
receive $1.3 million for upgrades to exhaust systems as
well as repairs to roofs and roads.
The expanded greenhouse space at the Harrington
farm will provide environmentally controlled conditions
to study plants with elevated levels of food/feed bioactive
molecules.

Federal Government Invests in Atlantic Grains
and Oilseeds Sector to Boost Output
(July 15, 2015 – Charlottetown, PEI) Agriculture Minister
Gerry Ritz and Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and
Member of Parliament for Egmont Gail Shea announced
today an investment of $792,064 to the Atlantic Grains
Council (AGC) to improve the quality and output of grains
and oilseeds produced in the three Maritime provinces.
Under the project, field trials will be conducted to look
at ways to boost the output of corn and soybean crops,
ensure effective fungicide use, and identify agronomic
and meteorological factors affecting grain and oilseed
yields.
This is the AGC’s first large-scale research project
investing producer contributions from a new research
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check-off fund.
In addition to providing project funding, Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada is providing scientific expertise to research crop disease and yield
enhancement in small grain cereals and soybeans, as well as to identify the
factors affecting the yields of these grains and oilseeds.
This project is funded from the Growing Forward 2 AgriInnovation
Program, a five-year, up to $698-million initiative. The program is
designed to accelerate the pace of innovation by supporting research and
development activities in the agriculture and agri-food sector.
“The grains and oilseeds sector is an important driver of the economy
here in Atlantic Canada and across the country. This investment will boost
producers’ bottom lines as well as contribute to the long-term sustainability
of the sector in the Atlantic region,” noted Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz.
Allan Ling, Chair of the Atlantic Grains Council added that “I am very
appreciative of our producers contributing to the research check-off fund,
which has enabled the Atlantic Grains Council to partner with the federal
and provincial governments to move forward with this important project.
Our research is based on our producers’ priorities and allows us to focus the
region’s research capacity, including Dal-AC and Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada scientists, on these needs. I want to thank producers, Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada and the Atlantic Provinces for all working together
with us to sustain and grow our grain and oilseed industry in the region.”
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Canadian Potato Museum unveils new display
recognizing support from funding partners W.P.
Griffin Inc. and Sobeys
(O’LEARY, PE - July 14, 2015) The Canadian Potato
Museum is excited to unveil a new display which honours
the contributions of W.P. Griffin Inc. and Sobeys for their
contributions as part of a three year fundraising program
which has raised $114,500 for the Museum from the sale
of potatoes in Atlantic Canadian Sobeys stores.
In the last three years, Heritage Netted Gems from
W.P. Griffin Inc. of Elmsdale, Prince Edward Island were
sold at Sobeys and Foodland retail locations in Atlantic
Canada, with 25 cents from each bag going to the Potato
Museum.
“The Griffins are a great, family-owned business in our
local community, and Sobeys is an Atlantic Canadian
company with a deep pride in their communty,” notes
Museum Chairperson Bill MacKendrick. “Through the high
quality potatoes from W.P. Griffin Inc and the distribution
network of Sobeys locations in Atlantic Canada, we have
been able to raise more than $100,000 for the Canadian
Potato Museum. We strive to continue enhancing our
programming so we can grow the facility into a must-see
tourist attraction and educational experience in Western
Prince Edward Island.”
John Griffin, President of W.P. Griffin Inc., adds that
they “are proud to support local organizations in our
community such as the great work being done at the
Canadian Potato Museum. The success of the program
has surpassed our expectations and through the hard
work of our employees, we were able to pack more than
half a million ten pound bags of potatoes through this
promotional program.”
Kevin Kane, Produce and Floral Specialist for PEI and
Northern Nova Scotia at Sobeys, added that “Sobeys is
committed to serving our communities and buying local.
We are happy to support the efforts of the Canadian
Potato Museum in partnership with a family-owned local
supplier like W.P. Griffin Inc.”
The Canadian Potato Museum enthusiastically thanks
these two companies as well as all who contribute to the
continued operation of the museum and its programs.
Located in O’Leary, Prince Edward Island, the Canadian
Potato Museum is dedicated to showcasing the history
and continued progress of the potato industry in Canada,
and particularly here in Prince Edward Island.

Oxford’s Progressive Agriculture Safety Day
Program Continues to Bloom
Since the introduction of Oxford Frozen Foods’ first
Progressive Agriculture Safety Day (PASD) in April 2011,
this wildly popular program has continued to grow every
year.
Originally begun in Oxford, Nova Scotia, PASDs are oneday educational events designed to teach children in
grades 4 and 5 about farm safety through fun, hands-on
activities and live demonstrations. Because children often
play or live on farms, PASDs are essential for teaching
students to be aware of their surroundings and how to
keep themselves and others around them safe. Plus,
students at this age are able to understand and appreciate
the information while still having a lot of enthusiasm for
the day itself.
It’s been a formula that has worked well for 5 years.
Due to popular demand, PASDs have since branched out
to other communities that Oxford Frozen Foods works
with in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick (including Frenchlanguage PASD Sécurijour) and even across the border
in Maine. Each event has introduced new and even more
exciting activities such as the giant sprayer demonstration,

a meet and greet with the Maine State
Police K-9 unit’s search and rescue
dogs, as well as a showcase of grain
wagons, tractors and other emergency
vehicles.
Estimated to reach over 1500 students
in 2015 alone, this year is set to be a
tremendous success – a testament to
the impact that this program has had
in the last 4 years. PASDs are a true
community effort. They rely on the
dedication, support and enthusiasm
of dozens of volunteers, presenters,
sponsors and senior management
team who work hard every year to
make these events the success they
have become. BASF continues to
support this important program by
providing all participating students
with backpacks to help facilitate their
day. Look out for Oxford Frozen Foods’
sixth and last 2015 PASD to be held in
Georgetown, Prince Edward Island in
October.

Brian Beaton awarded PEI
Institute of Agrologists 2015
Outstanding Agrologist of the
Year
At their AGM held earlier this year,
the PEI Institute of Agrologists were
pleased to present Brian Beaton with
the 2015 Outstanding Agrologist of the Year Award.
A graduate of the Nova Scotia Agricultural College with a B. Sc.
(Agr) majoring in Plant Science, Brian has served as Potato Industry
Coordinator with the PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries
since 2008. Brian provides research coordination, extension and
training in concert with Department colleagues and potato growers
throughout the province. He is well respected in the Prince Edward
Island agricultural community for his commitment to the success of
growers, his sound agricultural knowledge, and his sense of humour.
Congratulations to Brian on this well deserved award!
Photo: Brian Beaton receiving the PEIIA Outstanding Agrologist of
the Year Award from Basil Dickson, Chairman of the PEIIA Awards
Committee.
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for
further information on any of these events.

August 2015
August 9

PEI Potato Social
Monaghan Farms, Norboro, PE

August 13-19 Old Home Week
Charlottetown, PE

September 2015
Sept 17-20

PEI Shellfish Festival
Charlottetown, PE

Sept 20

Open Farm Day across PEI
Visit www.peiagsc.ca/openfarmday

Sept 25

Toe Taps & Taters Culinary Event
Canadian Potato Museum, O’Leary
www.fallflavours.ca for tickets

October 2015
Oct 4

Farm Day in the City
Downtown Charlottetown

Oct 23-25

PMA Fresh Summit
Atlanta, GA

November 2015
Nov 9

Nov 6-15

PMANA Fall Meeting
Las Vegas, NV
Royal Agricultural Winter Fair
Toronto, ON

January 2016
Jan 12-14

NPC Potato Expo 2016
Las Vegas, NV

September 25th, 2015
Our PEI Fall Flavours
Signature Event!
Hosted by
Chef Corbin Tomaszeski
Reserve your tickets at:

www.fallflavours.ca
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No bundles.
No rebates.
No waiting.
No kidding.
Your money. Your choice.
Adama Canada, formerly MANA Canada, is dedicated to providing choice and simplicity in crop
protection, allowing farmers to manage their farms instead of managing complicated, time-consuming
rebate programs or bundling. We partner with the highest quality local retails to bring farmers like you
the advice, service and quality products you need to protect your crops.

Protect your potato crops with:

Weed Control

Arrow®

Insect Control

Alias®

Pyrinex®

Silencer®

For a complete list of Adama crop protection products visit adama.com/canada.

Simply. Grow. Together.
Alias, Arrow, Pyrinex and Silencer, are registered trademarks
of ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd. 924P 01.15

®

Toll-free: 1.855.264.6262
WEBSITE: adama.com/canada

MAKE TIME FOR WHAT REALLY MATTERS.
CORAGEN CAN HELP.
®

You’re proud of your potato crop. Let’s face it. No one ever looks back and wishes they’d spent more time
controlling crop damaging, yield robbing insects. We get that. DuPont Coragen is powered by Rynaxypyr ,
a unique active ingredient and a novel mode-of-action that delivers extended residual control of European
corn borer, decreasing the number of applications needed in a season. And, if your Colorado potato beetle
seed treatment control breaks late in the season, Coragen can provide the added control you need, so you
have time for more important things. Did we mention it’s also easy on bees, beneficials and the environment?
®

TM

®

®

1

2

For farmers who want more time and peace of mind, Coragen is the answer.
�uestions? Ask your retailer, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit coragen.dupont.ca
®

1. Studies from the University of Guelph, conducted by Dr. Cynthia Scott-Dupree and Angela Gradish, indicate that Coragen® is an excellent alternative product when bees
are present if used in accordance with the label instructions. 2. Recommend spraying when bees are not actively foraging.
As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.
The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science™ and Coragen® are trademarks or registered trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company.
E. I. du Pont Canada Company is a licensee. Member of CropLife Canada.
© Copyright 2015 E. I. du Pont Canada Company. All rights reserved.

DuPont
Coragen
™

®

Insecticide

