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Chairman’s Comments
by Gary Linkletter, Board Chairman

This will be the last Chairman’s message from me, and it 
has been a privilege to be able to share this space with you 
over the last few years. It has been an interesting time with 
much accomplished, but also much left to do. Ultimately 
we build our tomorrow on what we did yesterday, what 
we learned and what tools we constructed. Hopefully the 
work of the past few years will provide a foundation which 
will assist as you build future successes.

Have you ever noticed that some people just seem to 
“have it?” Or that other folks seem to be successful in 
everything you see them do? Have you ever wondered 
why? It is something that has long piqued my interest, 
and as I observe these people, it so often comes down to 
their attitude. Usually it is not something you pick up on 
immediately, but it seems to be manifested as having a 
positive outlook on life, an unwillingness to give up, and 
sometimes just plain stubbornness. 

So many outstanding people in our society and our 
history had these characteristics and give us great 
examples to follow. Wayne Gretzky believed that “you 
miss 100% of the shots you don’t take.”  Winston Churchill 
mused that “a pessimist sees the difficulty in every 
opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty”.  They both had an attitude of perseverance and 
optimism that led to success, and it is an approach which 
we can emulate. 

It is something like the two shoe salesmen who went to 
a third world country. The first called the office and said 
that since no one wore shoes there was no possibility 
of sales and he was catching the next flight home. The 
second called the office and asked for more help. There 
were unlimited possibilities as everyone needed shoes. 
Life is so much like that. Attitude makes the difference.

While attitude should be a foundation of our personal 
existence, it very much overflows into our professional life 
as potato farmers too. There have been a lot of setbacks 
over the last 20 years, but we have worked our way 
through those problems.  We have come together to find 
solutions, and that says a lot about the health and attitude 
of the industry; however, we can never rest on our laurels. 

Collectively we must continue to work hard and to keep 
our industry healthy and progressive.

It would be hard to write this and not to say something 
about the attitude of the people we have working for us 
at the Board. Over and over during the last four years, I 
have heard the comment, “how can we improve things 
for our growers?”  The Board staff focus on the success of 
the PEI potato industry, and this permeates the thoughts 
of everyone who works there. They work hard to solve 
problems and to create opportunities for our potato 
businesses. Sometimes the challenges are huge, but I 
really like Greg’s thought: “How do you eat an elephant 
…. one bite at a time.”  That says a lot about attitude. So, to 
Greg, Brenda and all the staff working for us at the Board, 
a huge thank you!

It is hard to believe, but December has come around 
again.  I hope the year is finishing off well for you and 
that your crops are storing well. Diana and I both extend 
our best wishes to you and your families for a merry and 
joyous Christmas, followed by a great New Year!

To close off, here are a couple of my favorite quotes from 
people with a healthy attitude to life:

“If you’re going through hell, keep going.”  
    - Winston Churchill 
 
“Resentment is like drinking poison and then hoping it  
will kill your enemies.”   - Nelson Mandela 

“If you cannot do great things, do small things in a 
great way.”     - Napoleon Hill 

“Opportunity does not knock, it presents itself when you 
beat down the door.”   - Kyle Chandler 

“I hope everyone that is reading this is having a really 
good day. And if you are not, just know that in every 
new minute that passes you have an opportunity to 
change that.”      - Gillian Anderson
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Potato BoaRD News
Speech From The Throne 

The PEI Liberal Government’s Speech from the Throne 
was read by the Lieutenant Governor, the Honourable 
Frank Lewis on November 12, 2014.  The section directly 
involving agricultural producers was that entitled 
“Safeguarding our Environment” from which the following 
excerpt is taken:

“If we are to protect our environmental strengths 
and at the same time preserve the social fabric of 
our densely settled and extensively farmed rural 
communities, we must work in partnership.

Our farmers depend on the land, and they strive 
to farm it sustainably in the context of a fiercely 
competitive global agricultural industry. All 
Islanders benefit from a successful and sustainable 
agricultural industry – we are in this together.

This recognition was at the heart of a successful 
partnership between farmers and the local 
watershed group to protect Barclay Brook’s water 
and fish habitat. Actions include voluntary producer 
codes of practice to decrease pesticide usage, soil 
conservation measures including terraces, farmable 
berms, grassed waterways, wetland construction, 
removal of land from production and education in 
sustainable land management.

My Government, in cooperation with the private 
sector, assisted by purchasing parcels of vulnerable 
land in the Barclay Brook area to further prevent 
agricultural runoff into streams. The land will be 
managed by the local watershed group. Such 
partnerships between farmers and watershed 
groups are vital to sustainable growth and the 
social fabric of our communities. My Government 
will work with other communities to adopt and 
adapt the collaborative model used to safeguard 
Barclay Brook. As an initial step, and as committed 
in last November’s Speech from the Throne, a 
model watershed project will be established for 
Carruther’s Brook in the Mill River watershed, under 
the leadership of Trout Unlimited, Prince County 
Chapter.”

Other plans for the government outlined in this section 
of the speech from the throne include:

Renewal of the Lands Protection Act;•	

Review of the Agricultural Crop Rotation Act and •	
work with industry to create an Agriculture Code 
of Practice;

establish an Environmental Justice Unit which •	
will bring a restorative approach to regulatory 
compliance.  We will examine options to take an 
Alternative Measures approach to enforcement 
and to direct fine proceeds to a new Environmental 
Damages Fund;

undertake a thorough and careful process to •	
develop a Water Act for our province beginning 
with a public consultation process in the coming 
months, and cross jurisdictional analysis. The 
proposed Water Act will consolidate water-
related legislation, regulate the use of surface and 
groundwater, allocate water in times of scarcity, 
protect streams, rivers and related aquatic 
environments, and ensure water quality and 
quantity;

work to develop comprehensive land use policies •	
for our province, guided by the Statements of 
Provincial Interest recommended by the Task 
Force on Land Use.

It will be critical that the Potato Board and growers 
maintain continued regular contact with government 
staff and elected representatives as they move ahead 
with these initiatives.

2014 Crop Post Harvest Test

In 2014, the Potato Quality Institute is back on track 
in completing Post Harvest Testing.  There were delays 
experienced last year in conducting the post harvest 
test for the 2013 crop as the lab adjusted to a change in 
greenhouse facilities,  Sample collection and dormancy 
breaking procedures began early this year and  results 
are now coming back to growers in a steady manner.  
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Manager Pat Quilty expects to have the majority of test 
results completed by the New Year.  This is on par with 
service and timing that growers have come to expect of 
the industry lab.  Early results have been showing good 
quality.  A full summary should be available for the next 
issue of the Potato News.

Meeting with Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada, 
Dr. Larry Schembri

On November 12, 2014, the Potato Board hosted a 
meeting between the Board, the United Potato Growers 
of Canada, and several exporters with Dr. Larry Schembri, 
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Canada.  

Dr. Larry Schembri is one of the Deputies responsible for 
financial system analysis and policy-making.  As a senior 
member of the International Financial Stability Board, he 
has a bird’s eye view of international fissures that impact 
those in the export realm in a myriad of ways.

Industry representatives appreciated the opportunity for 
discussion with Dr. Schembri and to raise concerns of the 
local industry with regard to financial regulation, lending 
liquidity, currency values, labour market challenges, 
interest rates, and inflation.

Reward offered in Food Tampering Case

It has been very encouraging to see the support of 
industry members for a fund providing a reward for any 
information leading to the arrest and conviction of the 
individual or individuals responsible for inserting sewing 
needles into potatoes of Linkletter Farms Ltd. which were 
destined for human consumption.

Anyone knowing the individual or individuals involved, 
or who has information that would assist police in this 
investigation, is asked to contact the Prince Edward Island 
RCMP at (902) 436-9300. Alternatively, an email can be 
sent to craig.eveleigh@rcmp-grc.gc.ca and an investigator 
will respond.

Information may be provided anonymously to Crime 
Stoppers, an independent organization that offers eligible 
callers cash rewards to a maximum of $2,000 for tips 
leading to an arrest or charge.  Crime Stoppers can be 
reached by phone 1-800-222-(8477) TIPS, via the web at 
www.peicrimestoppers.com or by text Text “TIP162” plus 
your message to (274637) CRIMES.  

After a conviction has been obtained, an independent 
panel will determine eligibility for payment from the 
reward fund.  Information provided anonymously is not 
eligible for the reward established by the PEI potato 
industry.  The reward of up to $50,000 is in effect for tips 
received up until January 31, 2015. 

Farm & Food Care Ontario makes Presentation to PEI 
Ag Industry Reps

Board representatives took part in a meeting organized 
by the Federation of Agriculture with Kelly Daynard from 
the Farm & Food Care Ontario organization.  The goal of this 
organization is to build public trust in food and farming by 
providing credible information and leadership when issues 
arise.  They are active in promotion, education, program 
development and consumer research.  They help to 
introduce farmers to their customers and provide the facts 
on farming to Canadians.  This is a coalition representing all 
types of farmers and associated businesses.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to learn what type of efforts may be 
suitable in PEI and how we can cooperate and learn from 
what is taking place in neighbouring provinces.  The latest 
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Potato waRt uPDate
Following consultations and face-to-face meetings 

regarding the movement of Prince Edward Island potatoes 
to the United States, the USDA has been preparing a 
Federal Order which will will stipulate interim measures 
relating to the import of PEI potatoes to the United States.  
Requirements pertaining to the shipment of Prince Edward 
Island potatoes to the United States are as follows:

Tablestock and Processing Potatoes

At this time, potatoes entering the USA for tablestock 
or processing purposes must be washed and be of USA or 
Canada #1 or #2 grade.  Unwashed potatoes can only enter 
the United States if they are shipped direct to a facility that 
has a compliance agreement with USDA-APHIS in order to 
properly deal with soil, cullage, and waste water.

Additionally, USDA requires all tablestock or processing 
potatoes to  be treated with sprout inhibitor if more 
than four weeks have passed since the potatoes were 
harvested.

This last requirement has a particular impact on organic 

potatoes.  An exemption was sought for organic, as there 
was no organic-approved sprout inhibitor in Canada, 
but this request was not approved.  The PEI Department 
of Agriculture & Forestry worked on getting a sprout 
inhibition product registered for use on organic potatoes, 
and a submission was made to PMRA on November 7th, 
2014. The Board was recently informed that DECCO 070 
EC (Clove Oil) has been approved for use by organic 
producers.

Seed Potatoes

Effective November 24th, 2014, USDA has advised CFIA 
that they will accept importations of seed potatoes.To ship 
seed to the United States, the potatoes must be from a 
field that was soil sampled for both Potato Cyst Nematode 
(PCN) and potato wart and found to be negative for both.  
This testing is coordinated and performed through CFIA.  
The majority of fields that had potatoes destined for early 
season shipment to the USA have already been tested 
and all were found negative.

publication of Farm & Food Care 
Ontario, “The Real Dirt on Farming” 
was distributed to PEI households 
through the Guardian on December 
3rd, coordinated by the Federation 
of Agriculture.

Stakeholder Day at the AAFC 
Potato Research Centre in 
Fredericton

Potato Board staff were invited 
to attend the Stakeholder Day at 
the AAFC Potato Research Centre 
in Fredericton on November 26.  
The day included presentations on 
the Centre, followed by a tour of 
individual labs to discuss current 
work with researchers in key areas.  
These priority research areas 
included:  soil health and effects 
of topography on potato yield 

and quality; potato breeding and 
genomics; watershed monitoring 
& soil erosion, groundwater 
monitoring, and water quality; and 
entomology. 

Research scientists made short 
presentations on current work 
they are doing, what industry 
partners they are involved with 
and collaboration opportunities.  
The audience included potato 
industry members form PEI and 
New Brunswick as well as federal, 
provincial government personnel 
and scientists and staff from local 
universities and colleges.  There 
was good sharing of information 
and discussion of possible future 
collaboration.

Your business  
decisions require the  
most accurate information. 

Ag World  
     provides it. 

www.AgInspections.com 

Ag World provides independent 
agricultural inspections for potato 
growers and processors. 
Ag World Support Systems  
Contact Warren Henninger 
whenninger@AgInspections.com 
(509)760-2662 
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator          (902) 314-1607           bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

Overall, the 2014 potato crop was better than many of 
us expected. With the dry weather in the early summer 
and limited rain through the summer, many were not sure 
how the crop would end up. Quality seems good for most 
growers with very little in the way of tuber diseases being 
reported to date. Many growers have said this was one 
of the best fall harvest seasons that they can remember 
in a long time. Up until the last part of October, harvest 
conditions were near ideal in many fields. The end of 
October proved to be a bit more of a roller coaster, but I 
think very few acres were left in the field. 

  

Seed Directory

The 2014 Seed Potato Certification List and Grower 
Directory was recently published by the  Department.  
This booklet is published annually with the cooperation 
of CFIA and copies have been mailed to all potato growers 
and dealers on PEI. The booklet is published both on our 
website and the PEI Potato Board website.  If you did not 
receive a copy or would like more, just contact me. 

Growing Forward 2 Technology and Science Adoption

Over the past two years, many potato growers have 
received funding assistance for projects on their farm 
through the Growing Forward 2 Technology and Science 
Adoption program.  Eligible projects must involve a 
process change or improvement for your farm, but don’t 
necessarily have to be a new technology for PEI.  If you 

have a project idea and would like to know if it might 
be eligible under this program, feel free to contact me 
at (902) 314-1607 or Lynda MacSwain at (902) 314-0828. 
More detailed program information is on our website, 
www.peifarm.ca under the Growing Forward 2 section.

AgWeather Atlantic

I was at a meeting in Fredericton in late November 
and saw a presentation on a new tool being developed 
for weather forecasting called AgWeather Atlantic. The 
website is http://atl.agrometeo.org.  

I encourage growers to take a look at the site and see if 
they like the way the weather information is being used 
and the different forecasts and radar information.  They 
are trying to make more improvements to the site and 
have weather data for different crops. They also have an 
smartphone app in development to be used in the field 
as well.

2015 PEI Potato Conference

The annual 2015 PEI Potato Conference will take place 
this year on Thursday, February 12th at Credit Union 
Place in Summerside.  This meeting is a great place to get 
updated on current research and industry news.  Look for 
more information to follow in the next few weeks. 

I hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas and all the 
best for 2015.

Rebecca Macswain receives 
Paul MacPhail Potato Industry scholarship

At the annual awards assembly in late November the Paul MacPhail 
Potato Industry Scholarship at Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture was 
awarded to Rebecca MacSwain.  Rebecca grew up on her family’s 
potato farm and is in the first year of an Agricultural Business degree 
at Dalhousie AC.  Her application for this award showed that she is very 
knowledgeable about the potato industry and issues faced by growers.

Rebecca has been very involved with equestrian and rugby in recent 
years and has also been active in her church and her community.  Pictured 
with Rebecca is Dr. Claude Caldwell, Associate Dean Academic.
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Col. Hadfield’s  
“spud odyssey” in PeI!

It was a beautiful morning to harvest potatoes in Prince 
Edward Island this past Halloween day, but Hans Wilting 
and family of Linden Lee Farms in Meadowbank needed 
some extra help to get their world-famous spuds out of 
the ground.  While some may say that digging potatoes 
isn’t rocket science, they called in an astronaut anyway!

Prince Edward Island Potatoes was delighted to have Col. 
Chris Hadfield, former Commander of the International 
Space Station and an internationally recognized 
ambassador for science and Canada, helping to dig 
potatoes on Halloween morning against the backdrop of 
a clear blue sky and the beautiful West River.  Col. Hadfield 
was able to dig some potatoes by hand from his “PEI 
Potato Patch,” followed by a shift digging Russet Burbank 
potatoes with the tractor and harvester.

Col. Hadfield took time to meet with all of the members 
of the Wilting Family and also chatted with their employees 
who were busy getting potatoes out of the ground.  He 
took some photos with the “PEI Potato Patch” sign that 
was designed for the occasion and even signed Hans’ 
Case IH tractor!

Following his adventures in the field, Col. Hadfield and 
his wife Helene visited the Sherwood Produce storage 
facility in Canoe Cove, where Logan Docherty showed an 

astronaut what 20 million pounds of potatoes looks like!  
Col. Hadfield was quick to climb up the ladder to explore 
the walkways above the piles and get a top-down look 
at a large number of russets destined for dinner plates 
across North America.  He was particularly intrigued by 
the machinery and technology that growers employ to 
harvest and store that many potatoes; not a surprise, 
given his mechanical engineering background!

The potato growers of Prince Edward Island were proud 
to be a presenting sponsor of Col. Hadfield’s “Out Of This 
World” lecture at the Confederation Centre of the Arts in 
Charlottetown on Thursday, Oct 30th.   This sold-out event 
was a big success and was the centerpiece of the Board’s 
fall public relations campaign.

According to Greg Donald, General Manager of the 
Prince Edward Island Potato Board, “Our growers were 
excited to have the opportunity to showcase one of the 
Island’s iconic products and an engine of our economy 
to Col. Hadfield, one of Canada’s most respected public 
figures.  Col. Hadfield himself comes from a farm family in 
Ontario and has a strong connection to agriculture, so it 
was a pleasure to show him what goes into making a PEI 
Potato!”

by Ryan Barrett,  
Research & Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
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Col. Chris Hadfield learning about harvesting potatoes 
from Hans Wilting of Linden Lee Farms.

Col. Hadfield getting the tour of the Sherwood Produce 
storage facility from Logan Docherty.

Col. Hadfield showing his love for PEI Potatoes 
at the Sherwood Produce storage in Argyle Shore.

Congratulations to GW Visser & Sons of Orwell, 
PEI on winning the Grand Champion Tablestock 
Potato at the Horticulture Competition as part 
of the 2014 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in 
Toronto.  

The Vissers won Championship honours with 
their Goldrush russet potatoes. GW Visser & 
Sons also took Reserve Champion honours with 
their entry of the Krone variety.
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2014 PeI Potato Board annual Meeting

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board held their 
Annual General Meeting on November 21st, 2014 at the 
Delta Prince Edward Hotel and Convention Centre in 
Charlottetown.  Board Chairman Gary Linkletter welcomed 
those in attendance and gave his Chairman’s Report on 
the activities of the Board in the last year.  It was a year of 
challenges and opportunities for the potato industry in 
PEI, and Gary highlighted the responses to the challenges 
as well as work done to capitalize on opportunity.  This 
was Gary’s fourth and final year as Chairman, and he took 
the opportunity to thank the potato growers of PEI for 
their faith in him and their support during his tenure.

Patrick Trainor of BDO Chartered Accountants presented 
the audited financial statements for the Board for the last 
fiscal year.  He categorized the Board’s financial position 
as strong, and commended the directors and staff for 
meeting budgetary targets and continuing to keep the 
Board in a favourable financial position.

One of the major projects ongoing in the past year has 
been updating the Board’s Strategic Plan for the next five 
years.  Alain Rabeau of Intersol Group in Ottawa spoke 
about his work with the directors and staff in the past 
year to solicit feedback from growers, dealers, committee 
members, and directors to update and refine the existing 
strategic plan to meet the current and future needs of 
the Board.  The final plan will be reviewed by the Board in 
December and more details will be included in the next 
issue of the PEI Potato News.

The floor was opened for general questions and 

discussion.  There was a request that the Board be diligent 
in both communicating good news about the potato 
industry but also to help combat misinformation about 
the industry which seems to be rampant in recent months.  
Gary and Greg noted that the Board has a communications 
strategy which it has developed and invested in to address 
these very concerns.  The first phase of this strategy was 
the Potato Pride campaign of radio spots that ran this fall.  
Growers should watch for more efforts in this vein in the 
New Year.

After a short break, Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager 
of the United Potato Growers of Canada, presented the 
production estimates for Canada and the United States.  
The Canadian numbers were hot off the press from 
Statistics Canada that morning.  They showed that total 
potato production in Canada is down 0.7% in 2014 from 
2013.  This is largely due to a 2.7% decrease in harvested 
acres but was mitigated by a record average yield of 
298.2 cwt/acre.  Total production from PEI is estimated at 
close to 26.2 million cwt, up 4.6% from 2013.  Manitoba 
is estimated to have the largest production decrease in 
Canada, with most other provinces forecasting a moderate 
increase in production.

In the USA, total fall crop is estimated to be 406 million 
cwt, a 2.8% increase in production from 2013.  National 
average yield per acre sits at 439 cwt/acre.  There has 
been concern that numbers from Washington and Idaho 
may be a little questionable in one or more aspects and 
that anticipated storage losses in the Midwest have not 

by Ryan Barrett, Research and Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

Gary Linkletter 
Chairman, PEI Potato Board

Kevin MacIsaac 
General Manager, UPGC

David Cross 
Vice-President USA, Albert Bartlett
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yet been accounted for, but total production numbers are 
felt to be relatively accurate.

Following Kevin, Cedric Porter, Editor of World Potato 
Markets based in the United Kingdom, joined the meeting 
by phone.  He presented on the record volumes of potatoes 
harvested in Europe this year and the corresponding 
crash in prices, with repercussions being felt around 
the world so far this year.  Belgium has doubled their 
exports of fries in the last ten years, and this is resulting 
in stiff competition for frozen potato production in many 
international markets.  Cedric did note that Canada has 
seen some significant growth in fry exports to a number 
of Pacific Rim countries and that the prices enjoyed by 
Canadian exporters has been consistently higher than 
prices achieved by competitors in Europe.

Our lunch time speaker was Dr. Joe Schwarcz, Professor 
of Chemistry and Director of the Office of Science and 
Society at McGill University in Montreal.  Dr. Joe is a very 
engaging speaker as well as an accomplished author and 
broadcaster with a mission to help dispel myths about 
the role of chemicals in our daily lives.  He is particularly 
adept at discrediting the “quacks” as he refers to them that 
try and use fear of chemicals to either sell you something 
fraudulent or keep you from consuming things that are 
perfectly safe.  He was able to show why we shouldn’t 
live in fear of pesticides, genetic modification and the 
chemical composition of food by putting amounts and 
effects into context.

The afternoon session was chaired by Potato Board Vice-
Chairman Alex Docherty and was led off by Lori Barker from 
the Canadian Cancer Society.  Lori spoke about the status 
of cancer in PEI and steps that can be taken to prevent the 
disease or to catch it in the early stages.  Approximately 
50% of cancers can be prevented by eliminating smoking, 
decreasing obesity, and doing early screening for cancers 

like colorectal and cervical cancer.  Lori also provided tips 
to farmers on preventing melanoma, which is normally 
associated with excessive exposure to the sun.

The next presentation was by David Cross, Vice-
President USA for Albert Bartlett, the successful fresh 
potato company based in the UK but now launching their 
products in North America.  While Albert Bartlett has been 
in operation since 1948, they have aggressively adopted 
new varieties and new branding of these varieties in 
recent years.  Their flagship brand is their proprietary 
Rooster variety, a red skinned and yellow fleshed potato 
that they market by name with the help of celebrities like 
Marcia Cross and celebrity chefs, along with humourous 
and attention-grabbing advertising.  Rooster potatoes 
were launched in the United States last year and will be 
available in Canada very soon.

Another ongoing project in the past year has been 
an update of packaging design led by the Tablestock 
Committee.  A packaging design agency called Hunter-
Straker from Toronto has been engaged in assessing 
the category, deconstructing our brand identity, and 
developing new logo and package designs over the past 
few months.  Mark Jay, VP of Hunter-Straker and lead on 
this project, joined the meeting by phone to present on 
the progress so far along with some examples of new 
logos and package designs under consideration.  This 
process will be finalized in the next few months, with the 
aim to have new packaging launched later this marketing 
season.  When complete, the Board will have a new 
trademark that will identify PEI Potatoes on packaging as 
well as a new set of designs for Board packaging.

Brian Beaton, Potato Industry Coordinator for the PEI 
Department of Agriculture and Forestry, followed with an 
update on efforts to control wireworm in PEI.  Wireworm 
continues to be a major concern for a large number of 

Left to Right:  Hon. George Webster, Minister of Agriculture & Forestry; 
Dr. Joe Schwarcz, McGill University; Gary Linkletter, Chairman, PEI Potato Board.

Alain Boucher 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
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growers, and control methods are few.  Brian noted that the 
Department conducted a click beetle survey this past year 
and identified early June as the peak for beetle populations.  
He also touched on a number of ways that growers across 
the province are using brown mustard and buckwheat 
to combat wireworm, adding that more research will be 
needed to assess how effective these rotation crops are 
under different management strategies.

The final presentation of the day was made by Alain 
Boucher, National Manager, Potato Section for the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).  Alain spoke 
about recent potato wart detections and put them into 
context with previous detections in PEI.  He walked 
through the management plan enacted to contain and 
prevent the spread of potato wart while maintaining 
movement of PEI potatoes to other parts of Canada and 
to other countries.  A significant amount of testing has 
gone on this fall and more will be necessary to clear fields 
related to this detection while preventing spread of this 
pernicious fungal disease.

Highlights of the annual Awards Banquet held that 
evening included:

a standing ovation for outgoing Board Chairman •	
Gary Linkletter for his four years of leadership with 
the Board;

a Certificate of Appreciation to the Barclay Brook •	
group of potato growers and Bill MacKendrick of the 
PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry for their 
efforts to protect fish habitat in the last year;

a viewing of a sample of the history videos prepared •	
by Ian Petrie in partnership with the Canadian Potato 
Museum; 

certificates for outgoing directors Barry Green and •	
Daryl Wilkie;

Denton Ellis (left) and Bill MacKendrick (centre) receiving an 
Appreciation Award from Greg Donald on behalf of the  

Barclay Brook group of potato growers.

Daryl Wilkie (left) receiving a Certificate of Appreciation from 
Gary Linkletter, Board Chairman, for serving two terms on the 

PEI Potato Board, representing West Prince.

Gary Linkletter(left) receiving a Certificate of Appreciation from 
Alex Docherty, Board Vice-Chairman, for serving four years 

as Chairman of the PEI Potato Board.

Cynthia MacLeod and Jon Matthews entertaining 
banquet guests with traditional Celtic tunes. 

a tribute to Brand Ambassador Heather Moyse; and•	

a compilation of a number of the PEI Potato Pride •	
radio spots that aired on two Island radio stations 
during the harvest season.
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andrew and Heidi Lawless named
Canada’s 2014 outstanding Young Farmers

Canada’s Outstanding Young Farmers for 2014 are 
potato farmers Andrew and Heidi Lawless of Kinkora, PEI 
and grain farmers Myron and Jill Krahn of Carman, MB. 
These two farm families were chosen from seven regional 
farm couples across Canada, at the OYF annual national 
event held recently in Quebec City, QC. 

A strong entrepreneurial drive, together with a passion 
for family and farming, are common drivers for both farm 
couples, who are the newest additions to the family of 
OYF ambassadors for Canadian agriculture. The Krahn’s 
have realized tremendous growth and diversity in the 
grain, seed production and seed retail outlet operation 
they took over from the last generation about 10 years 
ago. The Lawless’s, together with family, operate a large 
potato operation that includes the first joint venture 
potato operation on Prince Edward Island.

“Every year, our organization recognizes and welcomes 
more innovation and more passion with farm families 
who are helping shape the dynamic future of Canada’s 
agri-food sector,” says OYF President Jack Thomson. “The 
Krahn’s and Lawless’s are carrying on family operations, 
taking their sectors to new levels and helping raise the 
next generation who are experiencing the values this 

industry is built on. OYF is so proud to showcase their 
accomplishments.” 

Farming has been part of Andrew and Heidi Lawless’ 
family for the past four generations. In 2007, Andrew and 
Heidi formed a partnership with Andrew’s parents and 
today, the partnership farms as Hilltop Produce Ltd. With 
a four million pound potato storage facility and contracts 
for an increase to 12 million pounds, they extended their 
operation to include 400 acres of cereal grains. Most 
recently, Andrew initiated R & L Farms – a joint venture 
potato farm operated together with neighbouring potato 
farmers. Through every part of their operation, Andrew 
and Heidi value family, a respect for the land, best practices 
and a strong work ethic. And they are sharing those values 
with their growing family, Vance, Max and Maeve. 

Celebrating 34 years, Canada’s Outstanding Young 
Farmers’ program is an annual competition to recognize 
farmers that exemplify excellence in their profession and 
promote the tremendous contribution of agriculture. 
Open to participants 18 to 39 years of age, making the 
majority of income from on-farm sources, participants 
are selected from seven regions across Canada, with two 
national winners chosen each year.
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synopsis of the 2014 Potato Growing  
season from the PeI Plant Diagnostic Laboratory

Late Blight

The 2014 potato growing season started with a new 
finding of the first case of late blight identified in a 
greenhouse tomato plantlet from a local grocery store 
June 27th, 2014.  The new strain of the late blight fungus 
was confirmed by Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada as an 
A1-US23 strain that is highly aggressive in tomato plants 
and potato tubers.  

As the season progressed, additional cases of late blight 
were confirmed in both tomato and potato plants.  A 
total of 22 potato foliar late blight infestations and 15 
tomato plant infestations were confirmed.  The potato 
cultivars involved included Russet Burbank, Goldrush, 
Ranger Russet, Prospect and Shepody.  All growers were 
encouraged to scout fields and to carry out a regular 
preventive fungicide program.  Vigilance has paid off as 
there were no confirmed cases of late blight tuber rot for 
this season as of yet. 

Verticillium Wilt

During the vegetative stage of the potato crop, a number 
of samples were submitted to the lab to identify the 
cause of wilt symptoms in the field.  The cultivars involved 
included Goldrush, Dakota Pearl and Russet Burbank and 
symptoms started to show up in mid-July.  

The Verticillium wilt fungus (Verticillium dahliae) appears 
to be a major player in the wilt process but this condition 
is dependent on soil moisture (hot, dry, conditions), 
susceptibility of the variety and crop rotation. Verticillium 
wilt begins when the fungus penetrates the vascular tissue 
of the root.  Once established in the xylem, it proliferates as 
mycelium and spores.  This eventually creates an effective 
barrier (in the water vessels and effectively prevents water 
movement from the roots to the leaves resulting in wilting 
of the leaves) and results in an internal drought.  

Other organisms involved in this wilt phenomenon 
included Colletotrichum sp., Rhizoctonia spp. (AG3, AG2-
2lllB, AG2-1 and  Fusarium spp.  The Ranger Russet cultivar 

also exhibited a wilt symptom due to moisture stress.  
Although the Verticillium wilt organism could be isolated 
from the stem tissue of the Ranger Russet cultivar, there 
were other diseases involved in this wilt disorder for this 
variety.  The perimeter of the leaf tissue in the Ranger 
Russet cultivar became infected with the brown spot 
fungus (Alternaria alternata) and in some cases defoliated 
the plants.

Pink Rot

Potato tuber disorders identified to date include: 
pinkeye, pink rot, common scab and wireworm damage.  
The cultivars that became infected with pink rot 
(Phytophthora erythroseptica) include Goldrush, Prospect, 
Superior and Norvalley.  Agriculture and Agri- Food 
Canada continue to offer their national pink rot survey to 
determine isolate sensitivity to metalaxyl.  Last year there 
were three samples submitted from the PEI Analytical labs 
with one isolate from the North Wiltshire area found to be 
metalaxyl moderately resistant.  To date, this season there 
has been a total of 10 samples submitted for this survey.

Pinkeye

Pinkeye has been showing up consistently for the 
past 20 years and is called the potato disease with an 
“unknown cause”.  Some cultivars that tested positive for 
this disorder this season were Russet Burbank, Kennebec, 
Russet Norkotah, Goldrush, and Shepody.  In previous 
years, it was formerly associated with the bacterial 
pathogen Pseudomonas florescence, a bacterium which is 
commonly found in soils. 

Scientists (Secor and Gudmestad 1993) have deemed 
the development of this disease as a physiological 
response to a pathogen infestation.  The tuber produces 
a fluorescent compound which triggers the response of 
a corky tissue development.  This corky tissue (similar to 
late blight infected tissue) is the pinkeye symptom that 
develops automatically when a tuber is invaded by a 

by Marleen Clark, P. Ag., Plant Disease Diagnostician, PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry
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fungus or bacteria. 

Symptoms vary from a typical pinkeye symptom; 
brownish, corky tissue just under the periderm (skin) 
of the eyes of a tuber; to patchy, water-soaked, soft rot 
areas on the side and eye end; and an advanced stage is 
an internal brown to whitish tissue that may or may not 
breakdown into a bacterial soft rot. Isolations from the 
soft rot stage confirmed the presence of both Erwinia sp. 
and Pseudomonas sp. bacteria.  

The pinkeye symptoms appear at or before harvest and 
will usually disappear in storage as the tuber dries up.   
However, this tissue is vulnerable to invasion by soft rot 
bacteria and as a result, tubers need to be kept dry and as 
cool as possible in storage.

Scab and Rhizoctonia

Common scab (Streptomyces scabies) was found in 
the Russet Burbank, Kennebec, Prospect and Shepody 
cultivars.  This season, the symptoms ranged from 
superficial reddish-brown spots to a raised corky tissue as 
well as some deep-pitted lesions.  All of these symptoms 
can be caused by the same pathogen.  The “pitted” stage 
is when the scab lesions are invaded with insects, bacteria 
and other fungi such as Fusarium and Rhizoctonia.  This 
season the Rhizoctonia fungus was found to be colonizing 
the scab lesions giving them a blackish to dark-brown 
colour.  In storage, these tubers should be stored dry 
and as cool as possible to diminish the progression of 
secondary pathogens from rotting the tissue.

Submitting Samples

Growers are encouraged to submit diseased tuber 
samples to the lab for analysis. Samples may be submitted 
at most Access PEI locations or directly to the Plant Disease 
Diagnostic Laboratory located in the PEI Analytical 
Laboratory, 23 Innovation Way in Charlottetown.  

Knowing what disease you are dealing will take the guess 
work out of how to mitigate storage issues and applicable 
storage management strategies can be implemented 
early.  A little disease problem in storage can quickly 
become a big one if it is not dealt with properly. 

For more information on submitting a representative 
tuber sample to the laboratory for plant disease 
identification purposes, please refer to our web site.

Typical pinkeye symptoms of a pinkish,  
corky tissue around eyes

Internal brown tissue due to pinkeye that can break down 
to the soft rot stage, moving from eyes inward.  This is 

sometimes mistaken for a late blight infection.
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Province 2012 2013 2014 Difference

Newfoundland 88 88 83 -5.7%

Prince Edward Island 24,284 25,009 26,165 +4.6%

Nova Scotia 418 450 487 +8.2%

New Brunswick 14,438 13,647 14,307 +4.8%

Quebec 11,001 11,830 11,976 +1.2%

Ontario 7,505 8,438 8,225 -2.5%

Manitoba 20,763 21,545 19,017 -11.7%

Saskatchewan 1,625 1,788 1,487 -16.8%

Alberta 18,695 18,234 18,690 +2.5%

British Columbia 1,925 1,708 1,563 -8.5%

Canada 100,741 102,736 101,983 -0.7%

2014 Canadian Potato Production Estimates*

On November 21, Statistics Canada released their 
estimate of Canadian Potato Production for the 2014 
crop. Total production is down only 0.7% (753,000 cwt.) 
for a total of 101,983,000 cwt.  There was a decrease of 
7,000 acres of potatoes planted this spring, as growers 
made efforts to match supply with demand. Planted area 
in Canada has decreased by 108,717 acres since 2003.

Canadian potato yield per acre this year was the 
highest on record, making up in part for the reduction in 
harvested acres in 2014. It is estimated at 298.2 cwt/acre, 
up 5.8% from last year’s 292.4 cwt/acre. The high yield 
comes from an excellent season for growing potatoes, but 
is also attributed to the low number of unharvested acres. 
Although several areas had a tough start to harvest,  the 
weather improved at the end of the season with continual 
mild temperatures, resulting in only 1.7% of the total 
acreage not being harvested. In addition, there were no 
areas of the country that experienced poor conditions for 

growing potatoes in 2014.

PEI growers planted 1,500 acres more in 2014 than 2013, 
mostly to fill increases in processing contract volume. An 
excellent fall for harvesting, until conditions changed at 
the very end, allowed PEI growers to harvest almost all 
(99.5%), of their planted acreage, resulting in 90,200 acres 
being carried up the digger chains. Earlier in the growing 
season, it was anticipated that yield could be off a bit, but 
Stats Canada estimates the yield per acre to be 290.1cwt/
acre. This is up 9 cwt from 281.0 in 2013, so obviously the 
crop got rain in time, and growers’ efforts to leave the 
crop green a little longer resulted in size and tonnage on 
the Russet Burbanks.  As a result, Island potato production 
is expected to be up 1.2 million cwt, or 4.6% over 2013. 
Remembering production from a year ago, the 2013 crop 
was also up 0.7 million cwt, or 2.9% over 2012.

by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, United Potato Growers of Canada

* Expressed in thousands of cwt.  Source:  Statistics Canada
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State 2012 2013 2014 Difference

Idaho 141,820 131,131 134,240 +2.4%

Washington 95,940 96,000 99,825 +4.0%

Wisconsin 29,440 26,040 27,720 +6.5%

North Dakota 25,200 22,620 24,255 +7.2%

Oregon 22,935 20,304 23,735 +16.9%

Colorado 19,980 21,582 22,815 +5.7%

Minnesota 18,800 17,325 16,800 -3.0%

Michigan 15,925 15,840 15,725 -0.7%

Maine 15,675 15,660 15,403 -1.6%

All Other States 32,248 28,773 25,677 -10.8%

USA Fall Production 417,963 395,275 406,195 +2.8%

2014 USA Potato Production Estimates*

* Expressed in thousands of cwt.  Source:  USDA

In early November, USDA-NASS also released an 
estimate of 2014 Potato Production in the United States. 
The planted acreage of their fall crop was up slightly 
(0.6%), providing an additional 5,500 acres for harvest. 
2014 was also an excellent year for growing potatoes in 
the USA, with yields projected by NASS at 439 cwt/acre. 
This is up 3.3% over the 2013 yield of 425cwt/acre. Out of 
the top nine potato producing states, all project increased 
yields above last year. As a result, fall potato production in 
the United States is expected to be up around 11 million 
cwt (+2.8%), to 406,195,000 cwt. The combined U.S. and 
Canadian estimate would put production up by 2%. This 
includes all sectors of seed, table, and processing.

Statistics Canada report that they received very good 
response from PEI growers this year. Response rate was 
90% and they would typically aim for 86%. We thank all 
PEI growers for taking the time to provide input into this 
important process. To supply a market profitably, it helps 
to set prices and manage delivery when you know what 
you have to sell as well as the market conditions! 

In addition UPGC held several conference calls with 
Stats Canada and provincial reps across the country 
to provide input on crop conditions, crop quality, and 
harvest progress. Hopefully improved accuracy is the 
result. In the coming months, we will begin analyzing 
the total holdings for their intended utilization into table, 
processing, and seed. Stay tuned. 

Trimble® AgGPS® Autopilot™
Automated guidance with one inch 

repeatability from planting to harvest.

Cellular or Radio RTK networks available in 
PEI, NB and NS.

Steer your planter and hiller with any of 
these systems: Steerable Axles, Orthman 
Coulters, Sunco AcuraTrak, Side Shift and  

3 pt hitch Navigators.

For more information please contact:
Will MacNeill (902) 856-2638

Atlantic Precision Agri Services Inc.
(902) 859-3126 

www.atlanticprecision.ca
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PMaNa Fall Meeting Report

The fall PMANA meeting was held in Las Vegas on 
November 11th at the New Tropicana. The meeting  
agenda focused on area reports (including comparing 
preseason contract values) and concluded with a 
discussion on the upcoming 2015 contract negotiations. 
There were 35 participants representing all of the North 
American growing areas except Ontario and Wisconsin. 
The PPC sent two reps: Chairman Vernon Campbell and 
Processing Coordinator Scott Howatt.

Overall potato production in the French fry processing 
states and provinces is up 5.1 million cwt or 1.25% over 
2013’s production. There are open processing potatoes 
available in all North American growing areas except the 
Columbia Basin (Washington and Oregon).

Pacific Northwest growers (except in Malheur County) 
reported that their size profile is small, that   specific 
gravities are down, and that there are some areas with 
quality issues, including late blight issues in some Idaho 
districts. Crop quality in the Midwest 
is mostly good; however, there will 
be some significant storage issues, 
particularly in Wisconsin.  Crop quality, 
specific gravity and storability in the 
Atlantic Northeast were reported as 
very good.

Washington processors are short of 
raw potatoes and have been buying 
opens. Year to date, open purchases 
are ranging from contract pricing 
to $3.50 off contract, depending on 
the quality and the availability of 
opens (“the supply”) in the growing 
area.  McCain Foods already secured 
a large block (500,000 cwt) of opens 
in Manitoba and paid contract price. 
It is believed that this volume was to 
offset downtime in Burley,  Idaho as 
their plant was refitted and upgraded.

The demand for processing quality 
spuds has been driven by the shortfall 
of the crop in the Columbia Basin 
and the growth in the export market, 
mostly in the Asia-Pacific countries. 

This very positive situation is currently under attack on 
two fronts: ridiculously low priced raw potatoes being 
offered to European French fry processors and West coast 
ports (in particular the Port of Seattle) are in the midst of a 
unionized dock worker slowdown action. This is having a 
dramatic effect on running time of the processing plants 
in Washington State, with some going from running at 
full capacity to some plants shutting down during the last 
three weeks.

Pre-season contract talks for 2015 will be framed by the 
processors on the issues of the worldwide supply of raw 
potatoes and the demand in the finished marketplace.  
From the growers’ perspective, issues relating to 
increasing costs of production (labour, crop protectants, 
and land) and shrinking margins will dominate talks. In 
late November, the Potato Growers of Washington agreed 
to a contract rollover with Lamb-Weston in one of the 
earliest contract agreements in recent years.

by Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
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Disposition and Holdings
December 1st, 2014

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

PEI 19,584 19,868 19,578 21,184 8.2%
New Brunswick 8,126 10,277 9,943 11,550 16.2%
Nova Scotia N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Total Maritimes 27,710 30,145 29,521 32,734 10.9%

Quebec 7,612 7,740 8,466 8,536 0.8%
Ontario 4,305 4,795 5,571 5,470 -1.8%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 39,627 42,680 43,558 46,740 7.3%

Manitoba 12,236 15,260 16,015 13,372 -16.5%
Saskatchewan 1,189 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Alberta 11,617 13,288 13,945 15,122 8.4%
British Columbia 884 918 864 786 -9.0%
Total Western Canada 25,926 29,466 30,824 29,280 -5.0%

CANADA TOTAL 65,553 72,146 74,382 76,020 2.2%

* The 14/15 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

Production 24,510,000 24,284,000 25,009,000 26,165,000 4.6%

Canadian Shipments 508,743 442,700 466,397 381,036 -18.3%
U.S. Shipments 630,224 362,921 585,130 508,931 -13.0%
Export Shipments 423,109 422,041 684,425 340,252 -50.3%
Total Fresh 1,562,076 1,227,662 1,735,952 1,230,219 -29.1%

Processing / Local Use 2,861,838 2,722,978 3,161,679 3,259,046 3.1%

Cullage 502,294 465,292 533,650 491,306 -7.9%

Total Disposition as of November 30 4,926,209 4,415,932 5,431,280 4,980,571 -8.3%

PEI Holdings at December 1 19,583,791 19,868,068 19,577,720 21,184,429 8.2%

Fresh 5,378,249 5,608,269 4,719,485 5,356,706 13.5%
Processing 11,626,596 12,058,654 12,663,513 13,632,171 7.6%
Seed 2,578,946 2,201,144 2,194,722 2,195,552 0.0%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of November 30 (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of December  1, 2014 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of December 1 (cwt)



Prince Edward Island Potato News November - December 201422

Canadian & usa Marketing Reports
Canadian Market Update 

by Brad Brownsey,  
Canadian Trade Representative

PEI Potatoes Headed West

Outside of Atlantic Canada, where is PEI’s next strongest 
shelf presence?  Look west, far west!  It’s in Western 
Canada, where the strongest early season interest in 
(and promising support of ) PEI potatoes resides.  Newly 
approached retailers have committed to source and 
strategically market Prince Edward Island Potatoes this 
season.  

Retailers who in past seasons have listed PEI potatoes 
will continue to source, in-store market and strategically 
advertise them in their weekly flyers.  One retailer who test 
marketed PEI potatoes last year will list weekly this season 
because their test results were so positive.  After a two-
year absence, another western retailer will again source 
and strategically market PEI potatoes in their stores.  

Additionally, a major western supermarket chain will 
soon be test marketing Prince Edward Island potatoes 
for the first time ever - a test that could see PEI potato 
listings eventually offered in their 100+ stores.  In a 
nutshell, western retailers appear poised to list, display 
and strategically feature PEI potatoes strongly and 
aggressively during the upcoming holiday season and 
beyond. 

Central Canadian Update

Though early season shipments of PEI potatoes into 
Central Canada have been soft, retail listings and ad 
placements year-to-date are actually running ahead of last 
year’s pace.  Three of Ontario’s major supermarket chains 
now carry PEI potatoes, with some already featuring 
PEI potatoes multiple times.  In Quebec, November 
traditionally sees the retail industry undertake a month-
long promotion of QC potatoes, this year being no 
exception.  While Quebec retailers will continue to strongly 
support QC producers, PEI potatoes can be expected to 
receive a growing share of the trade’s support, especially 
as the 2014/15 shipping season deepens.

Changing Retail Landscape

With 15 Walmart Supercentres scheduled to open in 
Atlantic Canada in 2015, coupled with Loblaw Company 
Limited’s recent announcement that they will expand their 
Your Independent Grocer banner into Atlantic Canada at 
the expense of the Save Easy banner, could a price war be 
in the offing?

A year ago, the retail market was bracing for the impact 
Target Canada would have on their sales.  Today, rumours 
abound that Target may abandon their foray into Canada, 
with Loblaw and Walmart best positioned to take over 
a number of Target’s coveted locations.  This year, the 
industry is anxious to see how Loblaw and Shoppers Drug 
Mart will integrate food - and fresh food - retailing.  Out 
west, how will the integration of Safeway into Sobeys 
change the food retailing landscape, and how will other 
retailers respond?  We will be watching as the answers to 
these questions develop.

Ongoing Changes in the Potato Display at Retail

Within the potato category, retailers from coast-to-coast 
continue to expand specialty, organic and new varietal 
listings, regrettably at the expense of traditional potatoes.  
In major urban markets, large pack sizes like 10 lbs and 
above are rapidly losing shelf space to packs that are 5 
lbs in size or less.  Outside of a few major supermarket 
chains and key independents, pallet merchandising of 10 
lb papers continues to wain, despite being widespread 
in Central and Atlantic Canada for decades.  Premium 
pack sizes, particularly 15 lb polys, are being sourced for 
everyday merchandising in rural markets and strategically 
in urban markets at key seasonal times.  With fresh non-
storage potatoes still occupying many major markets, 
most particularly in Central Canada, the correlation of 
delivered price versus shelf retail price is next to non-
existent, with everyday paper 10 retail price ranging from 
$3.97 to $6.99!

With the Holiday Season on the horizon and every 
major supermarket chain and key independent retailer 
from Quebec west to Vancouver Island having before 
them a Board-approved Early/Holiday Season cooperative 
advertising initiative, look for each to strategically list, 
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display and increasingly promote PEI potatoes.  Thereafter, follow-up Board-
approved cooperative advertising initiatives will continue to be presented 
and offered to the trade throughout the balance of the 2014/15 shipping 
season to keep PEI potatoes across the country top-of-mind.

American Market Update 
by Peter Goulet,  

USA Trade Representative

After a relatively slow start to the season, shipments of PEI potatoes into 
the Northeastern USA have geared up steadily over the past three weeks, 
leading up to and through the American Thanksgiving holiday.  While 
fresh, local product was being worked through and packed for shipment to 
market, the listings of PEI potatoes by many retailers was slow to come.  Even 
though I was told that locally grown, non-storage product was cleaning up 
fast in early November, the transition to other growing regions including 
PEI seemed very slow in coming.  Part of that was due to low demand and 
slower than expected retail sales.  I have heard however that the demand 
for potatoes in terminal markets and with food service operators has been 
brisk and steady throughout the fall season.

Receivers here in the States report that overall quality from PEI has been 
very good so far.  That is always key during a transition timeframe when 
we’re trying to establish steady business for the balance of the season.  This 
time of year is also when retailers usually re-merchandise and expand their 
potato sections and displays.  Unfortunately, I’m seeing less space being 
devoted to the category this year than in past years.  This is primarily due to 
lower consumption and consumer preferences continuing to gravitate to 
more and more specialty varieties and smaller pack sizes.  Even if a retailer 
carries 10# paper round whites, all of their advertising and promotions are 
being geared to packages that are five pounds or smaller. This is both due to 
consumer preferences, but also because retailers are very sensitive to high 
retail price points in their weekly circulars, especially where they compete 
with a Walmart Supercenter.

On a very positive note, the majority of U.S. retailers that I approached 
with advertising incentive dollars have agreed to accept and execute on 
our proposed programs.  Ads for PEI potatoes started running in New 
England the week of November 16th, and I saw three feature ads on PEI 
potatoes during Thanksgiving week.  Based on my conversations with retail 
Produce Directors, there’s no reason to believe that they won’t maximize 
their programs, which will lead to multiple ads on PEI potatoes for the 
months to come.  

As you all know, prices are a little softer than at the same time last year, 
so hopefully the retail prices on advertised product will follow suit and be 
more aggressive than last year. This in turn should lead to more product 
sold through the cash registers as we get deeper into the winter months.

Here’s hoping that we’re geared up for a strong selling and prosperous 
holiday season.

HZPC Americas Corp.
T (902) 892-2004 F (902) 892-0321
E hzpc@hzpc.ca I  www.hzpc.ca

Promising
Varieties

INNOVATOR SIFRA

VIVALDIFABULA

Quality seed potatoes
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2014 Passed seed acreage
Prince Edward Island Canada

2014 2013 2012 2014 2013 2012

Russet Burbank 3,147 3,525 4,209 12,446 13,368 15,183

Goldrush 1,959 2,223 1,971 4,826 5,017 4,582

Eva 1,356 990 459 1,398 1,032 494

Kennebec 869 818 948 1,349 1,319 1,502

Shepody 855 798 1,020 1,806 1,833 2,248

Superior 808 1,099 1,877 1,408 1,870 2,710

Atlantic 798 855 810 2,322 2,786 3,139

Ranger Russet 652 331 267 1,694 1,191 1,023

Norland 504 380 336 1,978 1,902 1,872

Yukon Gem 383 321 N/A 420 353 N/A

Yukon Gold 287 338 778 973 1,087 1,576

AC Chaleur 274 504 763 563 808 1,079

Innovator 262 331 262 1,028 1,541 1,403

Classic Russet 220 212 N/A 341 319 N/A

Chieftain 203 222 390 1,200 1,262 1,517

Dakota Pearl 188 245 590 610 798 1,245

Sifra 180 124 N/A 289 232 N/A

Snowden 32 22 348 353 390 860

All Other Varieties 4,742 4,342 4,930 17,732 18,722 20,665

Total All Varieties 17,717 17,680 19,960 52,737 55,829 61,098

In the last issue of the PEI Potato News, there were some 
inconsistencies with the reporting of 2014 entered seed 
acres vs. numbers provided in previous years.

In the past, figures provided by CFIA as aggregate 
totals for varieties and overall seed acres have included 
those entered by growers who did not wish to have their 
individual seed acreage results released for marketing 
purposes.  The information provided on entered seed 
acreage for our last issue had these entries removed.  This 
created a distorted impression of seed potatoes available 
for 2015 planting.

The data presented in this table includes all seed acres 
passed by CFIA in 2014. This allows for better year to year 
comparisons. 

Acreage of Eva, Kennebec, Shepody, Ranger Russet 
and Norland and Classic Russet have all increased.  Seed 
acreage of Yukon Gold and Superior continue to decrease 
as it appears they are being replaced to some extent by 
new variety options.  

Overall Canadian seed acreage has decreased by 
approximately 5%, while on PEI it remained fairly stable 
after a few years of ups and downs.

 Information on non-registered varieties and individual 
information that growers have asked not to have released 
will not be found in the PEI Seed Directory for 2014, 
meaning that those numbers will not correspond to the 
ones presented here.
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The Economic Impact of the 
Potato Industry in Manitoba
Reprinted from Potato Pro - Dec 1, 2014

The economic importance of the 
Manitoba Potato Industry comes 
to light in a study prepared by 
Informa Economics, The Economic 
Contributions of the Manitoba Potato 
Complex. 

Keystone Potato Producers with 
assistance from Peak of the Market, 
Seed Potato Growers Association of 
Manitoba, Chipping Potato Growers 
Association of Manitoba, McCain 
Foods Canada and Simplot Canada 
aII commissioned the study to 
highlight the significance and value 
of potatoes to Manitoba. 

In 2013 the potato sector in •	
Manitoba: 

Nationally created 4,594 •	
full time jobs with 3,143 in 
Manitoba

Manitoba Potato Industry •	
contributed over 1 billion 
dollars to Manitoba’s Economic 
Output

Added $287 million to the •	
provincial GDP and $403 
million to the Canadian GDP

Contributed to total Canadian •	
economic output of $1,438 
billion

“We are pleased that we now have 
numbers that validate the value of 
the potato crop and the numbers are 
significant,” comments Dan Sawatzky, 

Executive Manager of Keystone 
Potato Producers Association. Potato 
production in Manitoba has averaged 
20.5 million cwt (hundredweight) 
from 2000 to 2013. This makes 
Manitoba the second largest potato 
producing province in Canada and 
it leads the country in frozen potato 
production. Manitoba grows 20% of 
all potatoes in Canada. Each acre of 
potatoes provides higher economic 
impacts than any other typical 
Manitoba field crop. 

McDonald’s rejects Simplot’s 
Innate potato
Reprinted from the Idaho Statesman, 
Nov 15, 2014.  By Zack Kyle.

The J.R. Simplot Co.’s freshly 
approved genetically modified 
potato is not being welcomed by 
one of the company’s oldest business 
partners.

McDonald’s, the world’s largest fast-
food company and a longtime buyer 
of Simplot potatoes for french fries, 
says it doesn’t plan to buy Simplot’s 
latest genetically modified organism, 
the Innate potato.

“McDonald’s USA does not source 
GMO potatoes, nor do we have 
current plans to change our sourcing 
practices,” the company said in a 
statement.

The Innate line of potatoes received 
federal approval November 7 to go 
to market. The potatoes have fewer 
sugars than conventional potatoes 
and less asparagine, which has the 
potential to become a carcinogen - 
acrylamide - when fried. The modified 
potato contains only potato genes, 

not genes from other organisms. 
Hence its name, “Innate.”

Simplot spokesman Doug Cole 
didn’t address the company’s plans 
to sell to the fast-food industry or the 
dehydrated potato industry, which 
both have urged growers against 
planting GMO potatoes. But Cole 
said the fresh potato market would 
embrace Innate.

Consumers will be receptive to 
the reduced sugars and carcinogen-
causing asparagine, Cole said. 
Because only 400 test acres of Innate 
varieties were planted and harvested 
this fall, production can’t ramp up 
until after the 2015 harvest, he said.

continued on page 26

INDustRY uPDates
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

December 2014

Dec 16  Foreign Material Detection   
  Presentation, PEI Potato Board  
  Office, Charlottetown, PE 

January 2015

Jan 7-9  NPC Potato Expo 
  Orlando, FL

Jan 7  Potato Business Summit 
  Orlando, FL

Jan 20  Workshop on Foreign Material 
  Detection Equipment 
  PEI Potato Board Office

TBA  UPGC Potato Partners Seminar 

February 2015

Feb 5   New Brunswick Potato Day 
  Grand Falls, NB

Feb 11  AAFC Variety Evaluation Open House 
  Potato Research Centre 
  Fredericton, NB

Feb 12   PEI Potato Research Day 
  Credit Union Place, Summerside, PE

Feb 25-26 2015 Soil and Crop Conference 
  and Atlantic Grains & Oilseeds  
  Symposium

 
March 2015
Mar 5-7  Atlantic Farm Mech Show 
  Moncton, NB 
  www.farmmechshow.com

Mar 10-12 Canadian Horticultural Council 
  Annual General Meeting 
  Quebec City, QC 
  
April 2015
Apr 15-17 CPMA Convention & Trade Show 
  Montreal, QC

McDonald’s:  continued from page 25

Rupert potato grower Duane Grant said he’s been told 
by buyers in the dehydrated potato industry not to plant 
the GMO potatoes. He hopes to line up willing buyers so 
that he can plant the biotech potatoes and reap the higher 
yields that come with their reduced bruising, he said.

This isn’t the first time the fast-food industry has resisted 
GMO potatoes. More than a decade ago, Monsanto 
brought its bug-resistant “New Leaf” line of genetically 
modified potato to market. Buyers, led by the fast-food 
industry, rejected the Monsanto spud, and it was pulled 
from production due to lack of business.

Grant said consumers will be more receptive to Innate 
because it benefits them, not just growers.

The key for Simplot and for growers, Grant said, will 
be persuading the food industry, which is worried about 
consumer backlash, to trust the product.

“Brand equity is extremely important to quick-serve 
restaurants,” Grant said. “They will avoid conflict whenever 
possible in order to protect equity of their brand name.”
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A confi dent grower doesn’t need to boast. And neither do we.

In this business, it’s not about what you say – it’s about what you do. And Titan® Emesto™ seed-piece treatment 
sure delivers. It’ll help protect your crop against the broadest spectrum of insects and against all major seed-borne 
diseases, including rhizoctonia, silver scurf, and fusarium – even current resistant strains. When you can see that 
your coverage is this good, con� dence comes naturally. Visit TitanEmesto.ca and see what con� dence can do for you.

BayerCropScience.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer CropScience representative. 
Always read and follow label directions. Emesto™ and Titan® are trademarks of the Bayer Group. Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada.
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BATHURST 
506 548-9871

BLOOMFIELD 
902 853-3003 

CHARLOTTETOWN
902 894-7329 

MONCTON
506 852-4545 

Limited stock.
Atlantic Cat is offering this program to make room for new arrivals! 
Call us today for all the details.

*  Certain conditions apply. Valid until October 31st, 2014 or until stock runs out. Offer valid in Atlantic Cat branches only. 
Price is based on the Challenger base model MT600D. Subject to change without notice. Taxes and transport extra.
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Special Manufacturer Discounts 
WITH LOWER INTEREST RATE!
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