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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

By the time you read this, almost one year has gone 
by since I wrote my first Chairman’s Report and it has 
definitely been an interesting one.  Mother Nature threw 
some curves at the industry during this past harvest, as 
parts of the Island were swamped with rain.  Despite this, 
almost all of the crop came out of the ground and done 
safely.  As growers, we owe a lot of thanks to our staff for 
their dedication, particularly when the conditions are not 
so nice 

The biggest issue facing our industry at the moment 
is the announcement that the Provincial Government 
is closing the Disinfection Program.  I strongly urge all 
growers to read the Legislative Assembly’s Hansard from 
November 24, 2015 (http://www.assembly.pe.ca/hansard/
index.php) beginning at page 1663.  I was pleased to see 
the Oposition recognized the importance of our industry 
by bringing forth Motion 56 “Protecting Food Safety in 
the Prince Edward Island Potato Industry”, encouraging 
Government to continue working toward a solution.  I 
want to thank the Leader of the Opposition, Jamie Fox and 
MLA Colin Lavie for moving and seconding this Motion.  
We, as an industry, also need to recognize the efforts of 
MLA Robert Henderson and two of his colleagues, MLAs 
Bush Dumville & Pat Murphy, who voted in support of this 
motion.  Their actions strongly showed they took the time 
to study the issue to understand the importance of this 
program and what is best for our industry. 

Despite Government’s decision to proceed with the 
closure of the Disinfection Program, as a Board we will 
continue to do what we can to keep the Government 
engaged with our industry and to improve the lines of 
communication so that together we can find solutions 
that benefits all.  

I would like to also mention how successful our Annual 
General Meeting was.  There was a great turnout of growers 
who heard from some very knowledgeable speakers.  A 
comment from the day that stands out in my mind came 
from one of our respected dealers during the Market 

Outlook Panel when he 
said “patience is the key to 
moving this year’s crop in 
an orderly fashion”.  These 
are wise words for all of us 
to live by.  The day ended with the annual banquet where 
I had the pleasure of presenting a number of recognition 
awards.  I want to single out recipient Ann Marie White for 
everything she has done during her years with the Board.  
Sadly, she is leaving for a position with Holland College 
and although it is a great loss to us, Holland College has 
gained a very valuable employee.  It has been a pleasure 
working with Ann Marie and I wish her all the best.

On behalf of myself, my family and your Board of 
Directors, I wish you and your family a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best throughout 2016.

PEI Seed Growers Workshop
January 2015  (specific date TBD)

 

Topics include:

2015 Post Harvest Test Results•	

PVY Research•	

Using oils and aphicides alone and in •	
combination.

Aphicide Products•	

What is available•	

Where in the season do they best fit.•	

Disinfection Update•	
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Potato BoaRD NEWS
Canadian Potato Council, Canadian Seed Potato 
Sub-Committee and Canada/USA Potato Meeting 

Representatives of the Board travelled to Toronto 
in November for a series of national and international 
meetings.  The first meeting of the week was of the United 
Potato Growers of Canada board of directors, followed 
that evening by the Canadian Potato Council (CPC) Seed 
Potato Sub-Committee.  At this meeting, support to 
extend Plant Breeders’ Rights for potato varieties from 20 
to 25 years was questioned and responses by provincial 
organizations need to be made prior to December 1, 
2015. 

The committee was also notified of staffing changes 
taking place in the National Potato Section of the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).  The changes involve loss of 
staff with considerable knowledge on international potato 
trade and good credibility with our trading partners.  This 
change is of considerable concern to the Canadian potato 
industry.  A meeting has been lined up for December 2nd 
with senior staff at CFIA in Ottawa.  Brenda will attend on 
behalf of PEI and the Canadian Potato Council, as will Bill 
Zylmans from BC, Bob Watson (Chair of the Seed Potato 
Sub-Committee) and John Bareman (Chair, CPC).  The 
intent will be to find a more orderly plan for staff changes 
that will allow for knowledge transfer and maintain a 
consistent level of expertise for working with the industry 
on potato trade issues.

The project investigating the establishment of a 
National Promotion and Research Agency for potatoes 
was discussed at the Canadian Potato Council meeting 
the following day.  Initial funding has been used for 
consultations and preparation of a report.  Consultations 
had been done with provincial potato groups but has not 
extended past that to include other industry stakeholders.  
Discussions will take place amongst the leaders of the 
various provincial potato grower organizations to decide 
how to proceed with this initiative. 

At the Canada/USA potato meeting, there was 
considerable discussion on the Dickeya (blackleg) 
situation in the US.  There are several species of blackleg, 
and identification of specific species is an issue.  There 

were issues with some seed sold from Maine last year.  
Several samples were sent to Scotland and the D. solani 
species, which is the very aggressive strain found in 
Europe, was not identified.  Two specialists from Scotland 
were in Maine in late October and a webinar was hosted 
with American and some Canadian stakeholders.  The 
USA asked for a summary of the situation in Canada and 
Alain Boucher, Director of the National Potato Section, 
provided a very good response – that we keep track of 
blackleg through the seed certification system and we 
have not seen D. solani or an increase in the number of 
rejections for blackleg in Canada.  Some state programs 
have a tolerance for blackleg in certification standards 
and some do not.  Maine currently does not and will be 
looking at changing their standards to add a blackleg 
tolerance.

The USDA had suggested in earlier correspondence 
that Canada and the USA form a Potato Wart Working 
Group, similar to the PCN Working Group that had been 
in operation during the development of the plan to deal 
with that issue.   At the present time, American officials 
suggest that it would be best to postpone the formation 
of the group and see how the trade proceeds through the 
use of the temporary federal order.

Federal Election Results

The Board offered its congratulations to the four 
Island MPs who were elected to the new federal Liberal 
government in October: Robert Morrissey (Egmont), 
Wayne Easter (Malpeque), Sean Casey (Hillsborough) and 
Laurence MacAulay (Cardigan).  It is encouraging that 
these MPs are all a part of the majority governing party.  
We will be meeting with the MPs in coming weeks, as 
their schedule allows, to discuss concerns and priorities 
of the potato industry with respect to federal programs, 
regulations and trade support.

New Federal Minister of Agriculture

The Board also offered its congratulations to MP 
Laurence MacAulay who has been appointed as the new 
federal Minister of Agriculture & Agri-Food.  Mr. MacAulay 
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was a guest speaker at the Board’s Annual General Meeting 
on November 20, 2015.  He is in the process of setting up 
his staff and office and has a number of issues to deal with 
following the election.  Tasks given to him in his mandate 
letter from the Prime Minister include:

Invest in an Agri-Food Value Added Investment •	
Fund to attract investment and create good jobs 
in food processing.  This will provide technical 
and marketing assistance to help food processors 
develop new value-added products that reflect 
changing tastes and market opportunities.

Develop a food policy that promotes healthy •	
living and safe food by putting more healthy, 
high-quality food, produced by Canadian ranchers 
and farmers, on the tables of families across the 
country.

Invest in agricultural research to support discovery •	
science and innovation in the sector. To better 
allocate research funding, you should establish a 
transparent process that involves food producers. 

Promote Canadian agricultural interests during •	
future trade negotiations. 

Work with producers and provincial governments •	
to assess whether the suite of farm income safety 
nets meets the needs of Canadian farmers when 
they are faced with serious challenges beyond their 
control, including implementing a new multi-year 
agricultural policy framework to replace Growing 
Forward 2 (GF2), which will expire in 2018. 

Work with provinces, territories, and other •	
willing partners, to help the sector adjust to 
climate change and better address water and soil 
conservation and development issues. 

Canadian farmers must be able to get their •	
product to market and so you will support the 
Minister of Transport in undertaking a full review 
of the Canadian grain transportation system 
in the context of responding to the Canadian 
Transportation Act review.  Support the Minister 
of Infrastructure and Communities to ensure that 
we make significant investments in transportation 
infrastructure, including short-line rail spurs and 
inland and port loading terminals to improve 
efficiency, remove bottlenecks and increase 
system capacity. 

Support the Ministers of Natural Resources and •	

the Environment and Climate Change in making 
investments that will make our resource sectors 
world leaders in the use and development of clean 
and sustainable technology and processes. 

New Agriculture Environment Unit to Support 
Environmentally Sustainable Farming Practices

The creation of this new unit was announced by the 
new Department of Communities, Land and Environment 
Minister Robert Mitchell on November 10, 2015.  

“Prince Edward Island farmers have an important role in 
protecting and enhancing the environment,” said Minister 
Mitchell. “In order to support their efforts, the department 
is assigning officers to provide advice and assistance on 
meeting environmental goals and standards.”  

A new Agriculture Environment Officer unit will be 
established within the Department of Communities, Land 
and Environment. It will work directly with farmers and 
take a proactive approach in explaining and clarifying 
environmental regulations. The office will be staffed by a 
full-time officer and three seasonal officers to respond to 
agricultural-related enquiries.
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In response to concerns raised by industry repre-
sentatives, they will not wear a uniform or carry firearms. 
This follows a successful pilot project that took place over 
the summer.

“Our agriculture community relies on a healthy 
environment for its success and understands the 
importance of sustainable land and water resources,” 
said Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Alan McIsaac. “We 
will continue to work together with other departments 
and the industry to continue to build a strong working 
relationship.”

The PEI Potato Board has asked the Province for the 
opportunity to work with them as the mandate and work 
plan for this division is developed so that it works well for 
the industry.

Meeting With the AAFC Director General for Cross 
Sectoral Strategic Division

A recent meeting with Director General Michael  
Whittaker provided Board staff with the opportunity 
to discuss what has worked well with Growing Forward 
2 programming in research and with Business Risk 
Management programs, as well as which areas need 
improvement from the PEI potato industry perspective.  
They are beginning to look at the development of 
Growing Forward 3 programming already, and this was 
an opportunity to provide comments on what may be 
included.

Disinfection Program Changes

There has been a lot in the news lately related to 
changes that have been announced to the provincial 
potato disinfection program.  The Potato Board and many 
growers have been disappointed with the way that this 
issue was handled by the PEI Department of Agriculture 
& Fisheries.  

A committee was set up in September to review the 
program.  In response to the very low incidence rates of 
BRR in Prince Edward Island over the past ten years, as well 
as the improved cleanliness of trucks, it was determined 
that the disinfection of all commercial trucks transporting 
fresh and processing potatoes was no longer necessary 
prior to them arriving at farms.  However, it was agreed 
by all parties, including the retired CFIA scientist who 
participated in the discussions, that disinfection practices 
should continue with respect to movement of equipment 

between farms, trucks transporting seed locally and off-
island, and annual disinfection of on-farm equipment and 
storage facilities.  Inefficiencies in the current program 
were also noted and it was agreed that improvements 
could be made in this regard to further reduce costs.  

In the end, the government provided a letter to the 
Board with two choices:  the Province continues running 
the program to a maximum cost to the Department of 
$120,000 and invoicing the Board for any and all costs in 
excess of that amount, or discontinuation of the entire 
program.  When the Board suggested that neither option 
was acceptable and requested further discussions, there 
was no response until the announcement was made that 
the program was to be discontinued in its entirety.

The following motion was made it the provincial 
legislature and was voted on in the last week of 
November:

WHEREAS the potato industry is one of the largest 
economic generators on Prince Edward Island; 

AND WHEREAS the seed potato industry is a key 
component of the potato industry; 

AND WHEREAS the province and the potato 
industry have worked together to develop an 
effective system of controls against plant disease; 

AND WHEREAS the province has announced 
plans to discontinue potato disinfection services 
effective December 31, 2015; 

AND WHEREAS the current system of potato 
disinfection services has served to enhance the 
market position of Island potato exports; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that this Legislative 
Assembly urge the province to temporarily pause 
its decision to end potato disinfection services to 
allow for more time for a collaborative solution 
to be developed between the province, the 
potato industry and other possible partners that 
preserves this vital support against plant health 
disease.

Unfortunately this motion was subsequently defeated.   
This has been extremely disappointing news; however, 
this is a very important issue to the industry, as we all 
know how activities such as disinfection contribute to 
a healthy industry and maintenance of our reputation 
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for quality seed.  Plans are currently under way for a 
transition of disinfection capability for seed trucks, 
facilities and equipment from the province to individual 
growers.  Further information will be available at industry 
workshops in coming months.

Board has Meet & Greet with New Minister and 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture

Minister of Agriculture Hon. Alan MacIsaac and Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture John Jamieson attended the 
November Board meeting to introduce themselves to 
the directors and discuss ways that the Department and 
Board can work together the betterment of the industry 
and the provincial economy.

Greg Donald made a short presentation providing 
an overview of the industry and its current strategic 
objectives.  He thanked the Minister for the Department’s 
contribution toward the foreign material detection 
equipment program; however, directors expressed 
disappointment at the way the disinfection program issue 
was handled and hoped for better levels of cooperation in 
the future.

PEI Potato Board Makes Presentation to the PEI 
Standing Committee on Agriculture & Fisheries

On November 26, 2015, General Manager Greg Donald, 
Assistant General Manager Brenda Simmons and Board 
Chairman Alex Docherty made a presentation to the PEI 
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Fisheries.  The 
presentation included: 

an overview of the industry and how the various •	
sectors are distinct but closely related, 

the current activities the Board undertakes, •	
including early generation seed production, 
marketing initiatives, processing contract 
negotiations, and research coordination, and 

issues faced by the industry, such as •	
competitiveness, environmental regulation, 
market access, and more.

There was good discussion and a lot of good questions.  
This type of forum is very valuable to educate our elected  
representatives about the potato industry so that they 
have a better understanding of our issues and what we 
contribute to the provincial economy when making 
decisions in the legislature that impact the industry.
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Potato Farm History in PEI:

The Shaw Family Farm of Stanhope, PEI

“Sixty-five years ago today I drove our first new 
tractor home from Charlottetown,” reminisced George 
Shaw to his sons Steven and Norman while helping 
out with farm chores.  The boys know the history of the 
farm well as it has been recognized many times over 
the years as the oldest continually operating family 
farm on PEI still farming the original deeded property.

They continue to farm 25 acres of the original 150 acres 
along the Bay Shore Road that was deeded to their ancestor 
Neil Shaw in 1773.  The farm property on Stanhope Corner 
was purchased by George’s grandfather in the early 1900’s 
and this is where the home farm buildings stand and where 
the eighth generation of Shaws continue to till the land.

Potatoes have been a part of the farm as far back as 
George can remember.  When he was young, as on most 
farms at the time, it was a matter of a few acres of potatoes 
accompanied by grain, hay and a variety of animals - 
on their farm it was beef, hogs and sheep.  “Everything 
done on the farm in those days required alot of hand 
labour,” says George, “so you only grew as much as you 
could handle.”  Irish Cobbler, Sebago and Kennebec 
were the popular table and export varieties at the time.

The Shaw farm became one of the first farms involved 
in the Elite Seed Potato system when it was initiated in 
1967.  This meant that their production was limited to one 
variety to help maintain varietal purity and avoid variety 
mixes.  Seed potatoes is a specialty that they continue with 
to this day.  While disease issues such as potato viruses 
seem to have stabilized in recent years, knowing what 
varieties to grow is a continual challenge faced by Steven 
and Norman.  Once-popular varieties such as Yukon Gold 
and Superior have seen declines in acreage, so the Shaws 
have widened the mix to include reds and russets and 
some newer round white varieties.  They have also been 
working to diversify with different crops; for example, 
soybeans are now worked into the standard rotation 
of potatoes, grain and hay and they are developing a 
few acres of wild blueberries from recently cleared land.

One of the biggest changes George has seen in his 
lifetime is the introduction of labour saving equipment.  
“Our first combine in 1957 was a great thing,” George 

notes.  Advances in potato machinery also paved the way 
for increased acreage.  When George was a child, potatoes 
were dug by hand and stored in the cellar.  Moving 
from the cellar to a warehouse and the availability of 
equipment such as a digger picker from neighbour and 
machinery manufacturer Donnie Allan and an electric 
grader allowed them to expand from 5 acres up to 15 
and then up to 30.  Now Shaw Brothers are growing and 
storing approximately 120 acres of seed potatoes.  They 
have ventilation and humidity control in the warehouse, 
use GPS on the tractor, use computers for record keeping 
and see an ever advancing range of technologies coming 
along.

Another change has been the decrease in the number 
of small mixed farms.  Shaws retained both their beef 
cattle and hog enterprises until 1995.  After a bad barn 
fire they rebuilt the cattle barn, but many poor price years 
following the BSE crisis led to the decision to sell the cattle 
and concentrate on the crop end of the business.

The Shaw family remains well rooted in their home 
community of Stanhope.  George and Noreen raised 
a family of five boys.  “A lot of potatoes went across the 
table while they were growing up,” laughs Noreen.  All of 

by Mary Kay Sonier
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Neil Shaw        (1770)
Neil and family (including five children) arrive on the  
Falmouth from Scotland in 1770.  He received a land 
grant of 150 acres - one of the earliest made to any 
settlers at Stanhope - at the site of the first British  

settlements of any size on PEI.

Duncan Shaw       (1785)
 Neil’s son is leased an additional 80-100 acres  
and 50 additional acres are leased to his father.

Neil Shaw    (1789-1882)
(grandson of original Neil Shaw) was deeded  

leased land of his father and grandfather.

Duncan Shaw  (1819-1906) &
John Shaw   (1821-1882)

Neil’s sons.

Neil Arthur Shaw    (1873-1947)
Duncan’s son purchases portion of land holdings 

that were willed to his cousin Henry Shaw in 1910, 
and in 1937 sells approximately 22 acres to the  

Prince Edward Island National Park.

George Manson Shaw    (1868-1909)
Neil’s brother, purchased a farm on Stanhope Corner 
in the early 1900’s and that property, along with the 

original property, was willed to his son Lloyd.

Lloyd Arthur Shaw    (1902-1985)
Continued farming the original farm property with 

his son George from their own home farm on 
Stanhope Corner.

George Shaw 
Lloyd’s son continues to farm with his father the 25 

acres of the original deeded property and additional 
land that was purchased through the years.

Norman & Steven Shaw 
Two of George and Noreen’s five sons continue to  

operate the 1,250 acre family farm as Shaw Brothers.

Evolution of a 
Family Farm

them now live in the Stanhope/North Shore area with 
families of their own and they all work in agriculture or 
related fields.  Norman and Steven run the farm as “Shaw 
Brothers”, David and Robert work in farm machinery sales, 
and Dennis works for a fuel company.  All grew up working 
on the farm and can still be relied upon to help out during 
busy times.  Norman and Steven are both active members 
of the North Shore  Volunteer Fire Department.  George 
and Noreen remain active community members as well 
and were recently recognized for their contributions to 
the charitable organization Farmers Helping Farmers.

The Shaw home farm is located in an area of the 
province that is also well known as a tourism destination 
with Prince Edward Island National Park, Stanhope Golf 
Course and resorts such as Dalvay-by-the-Sea and Shaw’s 
Hotel & Cottages nearby.   The Shaw’s part in maintaining 
the quality of the rural landscape in Stanhope has been 
noted by neighbours as the farm has been recognized in 
Heritage Farm celebrations over the years.

George and Noreen Shaw are proud to see their sons 
continue to operate the home farm and encourage them 
as they adapt to the changing environment and markets.  
Most enjoyable is having the families close by and being 
able to watch the ninth generation of Shaws grow up in 
PEI.

George Shaw (far left) with sons Norman and Steven are the 
seventh and eight generations of Shaws to farm in  

Stanhope.  Also in photo are ninth generation Shaws:   
Normans’s daughter Megan and Steven’s young son Jack. 

(Photo courtesy of the PEI Federation of Agriculture)
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Call your Pioneer sales representative or visit
seedforlife.ca to learn more.

Early-bird deadline December 4, 2015**

Double your chances to win!

Purchase Pioneer® brand corn products and be automatically 
entered to win the grand prize of Seed for Life (up to $1.25 
million) or one of five secondary prizes Seed for a Season 
(up to $10,000).

IN PIONEER® BRAND PRODUCTS OVER 25 YEARS

YOU COULD WIN UP TO

“Make it rain”
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need it to.
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SUMMER aND FaLL EVENtS
On September 25th, 2015, our  
industry hosted the third edition 
of Toe Taps & Taters, a signature  
culinary event as part of the  
popular PEI Fall Flavours festival.  
Once again, the event was held at 
the Canadian Potato Museum in 
O’Leary.  This year, the celebrity chef 
hosting the event was Chef Corbin 
Tomaszeski from Food Network 
Canada.  

Once again this past October, Tate 
showed up to support the kids  
running in the Kids Spud Run as 
part of the PEI Marathon weekend.  
Tate made a lot of new friends and 
the kids participating enjoyed their 
new t-shirts with Tate’s picture on 
them!  Special thanks to Scott and 
Todd Howatt for making sure Tate 
made it to the track at UPEI.

The Board was again a sponsor of the PEI Shellfish Festival 
in September.  This included having a booth sharing recipes 
in the festival tent, sponsoring the chowder competition, and 
taking a group of chefs and writers out to a potato field to see 
PEI Potatoes being harvested.

Farm Day in the City was held on October 4th on Queen 
Street in Charlottetown.  The Board had a tent where we gave 
away recipes, brochures, and stickers, while Tate made a num-
ber of new friends.  This is a very well attended event, with a 
large number of Islanders and visitors stopping to visit.
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2015 PEI Potato Board 
annual General Meeting

by Ryan Barrett

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board held its Annual 
General Meeting on Friday, November 20th, 2015 at the 
Delta Prince Edward Hotel and Convention Centre on the 
waterfront in Charlottetown.  Once again, the agenda 
featured a strong line up of speakers addressing a variety 
of potato-related topics.

The program started with the business portion of the 
meeting.  Chair Alex Docherty started proceedings with 
his Chairman’s Report on an eventful year in the life of 
the Board.  While challenges such as food tampering  
grabbed many headlines and occupied a lot of attention 
by directors and staff, there have also been numerous 
positive developments, including the launch of new 
industry packaging and the successful PEI Potato Social 
in August.

The Chairman’s Report was followed by a review of 
financial statements by the Board’s independent auditor, 
Patrick Trainor of BDO.  Patrick commended the Board on 
another year of strong fiscal management.

General Manager Greg Donald then gave a quick 
overview of some of his key learnings as part of his 
Nuffield Scholarship tours in Western Europe earlier this 
year.  Greg visited potato farms, processors, research 
centres and marketers in Belgium, the Netherlands, 
England and Scotland and gained valuable insight into 
potato production and marketing in these countries, 

with hopes of using some of these ideas to improve our 
potato industry here in Prince Edward Island.  In fact, Greg 
first met two of the AGM speakers (Anthony Goggin and 
Herman Verveld) on his tour.

Greg also provided an update on the ongoing 
investigation into potato tampering and the steps taken by 
the Board to assist growers and packers with the purchase 
of foreign material detection equipment, as well as the 
creation of a reward for information.  The deadline for the 
reward has come and gone with the RCMP reporting no 
significant leads.  

There was also an update on the recent announcement 
by the Department of Agriculture & Fisheries to 
discontinue potato disinfection services.  The Board 
has expressed its disappointment in this decision after 
attempting to work with the Department to find another 
solution earlier in the fall.  A number of potato growers 
stepped up to the microphone to encourage the Board to 
continue working with the Department to find a solution 
that ensures that the most pressing disinfection needs 
(including seed shipments and potato storages) are still 
met and that Prince Edward Island retains its reputation 
for clean, disease-free seed.

The next segment of the meeting dealt with assessing 
the size of the 2015 crop and how it will be marketed.  First 
to speak was Brian Beaton, Potato Industry Coordinator 

Chair Alex Docherty giving his Chairman’s Report, flanked 
by GM Greg Donald, Patrick Trainor of BDO, and Rob 

Morrison, Financial Comptroller of the PEI Potato Board.

Ray Keenan (left)  moderating the market outlook panel, 
along with (left to righ) Bill Misener,  
Ryan McKenna, and Rod MacNeill.



with the PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries.  Brian 
provided an overview of the 2015 growing season, as well 
as a number of programs that continue to be offered by 
the Department.  One optimistic note was that generally 
growers have been reporting lower levels of wireworm 
damage in 2015 compared to previous years.  Research 
is ongoing in collaboration with multiple provincial and 
national partners to identify effective wireworm control 
options for growers.

Next to speak was Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager of 
the United Potato Growers of Canada, who presented the 
2015 Canadian potato production statistics which had just 
been released that morning by Statistics Canada.  While 
overall production decreased slightly in PEI compared 
to last year, overall production in Canada appears to 
have increased by more than 4% in 2015.  More on these 
statistics can be found on page 27.

Following Kevin was a presentation by phone from 
Bruce Huffaker of the North American Potato Market 
News.  Bruce provided a good overview of the size of 
the potato crop in both the United States and in Western 
Europe.  American production is up slightly, but most of 
that increase is centered in the US Midwest and is not 
without quality concerns.  Overall, US fresh shipments 
are projected to be down by over 6% in 2015/16, which 
should lead to stronger table prices than last year.  
Production appears to be down in Western Europe as well, 
with some countries reporting double-digit percentage 
reductions in production from 2014 when Europe had a 
large overproduction of potatoes.  

To wrap up this part of the agenda, a round table of 
potato marketers was convened to discuss their outlook 
for marketing the 2015 crop.  The panel included Ryan 
McKenna of McKenna Bros and Chair of the Tablestock 
Committee, Rod MacNeill of West-Isle Enterprises, and Bill 
Meisner of Cavendish Farms.  The panel was chaired by Ray 
Keenan of Rollo Bay Holdings and President of the United 
Potato Growers of Canada.  One of the key words from 
the panel participants was patience.  There will be a lot of 
non-storage potatoes for the market to absorb in the next 
month or so, but after Christmas there should be markets 
looking for quality product.  Rod noted that export volume 
appears to be slightly up so far this shipping season, with 
the effect of the exchange rate and the smaller European 
potato crop hopefully providing an advantage to Prince 
Edward Island exporters in several traditional markets.  
Bill noted that Cavendish Farms is seeing steady business 
both domestically and internationally, and that the 

exchange rate will also allow their company to hopefully 
pick up more business in the near future.

Following lunch, the PEI Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries 
Alan McIsaac introduced Premier Wade MacLauchlan as 
the keynote speaker.  The Premier provided an overview 
of many areas of recent success in the Prince Edward 
Island economy as well as his vision for future growth in 
the economy, primarily through a focus on food products 
and growth in domestic and export market opportunities 
for all PEI products and services.  Part of his government’s 
mandate is to position and brand Prince Edward Island as 
Canada’s Food Island, with potatoes and potato products 
being a major player in this strategy.  He also emphasized 
the need for collaboration and cooperation between 
industry and government to grow our economy and grow 
prosperity in the province.

Anthony Goggin of LEAF (Linking Environment and 

Premier Wade MacLauchlan

L to R:  Greg Donald, Anthony Goggin of LEAF, 
Heath Coles of AAFC-MISB



Prince Edward Island Potato News November - December 201516

Farming) in the United Kingdom was the first to speak after 
lunch.  LEAF is an organization promoting environmental 
sustainability in farming and has created a brand mark 
that denotes products as being sourced from a farm that 
meets sustainability criteria.  More than 500 farms in the 
UK and more than 1000 worldwide are LEAF-certified, 
with the majority of LEAF-branded products sold through 
the UK high-end grocery retailer Waitrose.

Next, Herman Verveld of HZPC in the Netherlands 
spoke on their company’s efforts to develop new potato 
varieties through understanding the needs and wants 
of consumers.  Herman demonstrated the process that 
HZPC goes through to bring new varieties to market and 
what traits are emphasized in determining whether a 
variety will be marketed.  Increasingly, the demands of the 
marketplace and the growing trends in potato preference 
play a major part in determining which varieties make the 
cut, rather than just agronometric considerations.

Our final speaker for the day was Joe Brennan, a well-
known figure in the Canadian potato industry who is now 
acting as coordinator for the New Brunswick Potato Industry 
Transformation Initiative.  This collaboration between 
growers, processors, and government researchers is taking 
a coordinated look at a variety of factors that limit yield, 
particularly related to soil health and soil composition.  
The PEI Potato Board is a partner in some of this research 
being conducted by AAFC and it will be interesting to see 
what tools and best management practices are uncovered 
to give potato production in Eastern Canada a boost.

There was a large turnout for the annual Awards Banquet 
that evening.  The evening was led off by an address from 
the newly minted Canadian Minister of Agriculture & Agri-
Food, Hon. Lawrence MacAulay, who shared his pleasure 
at being able to work for the concerns of farmers, both 
here in PEI and across Canada.  Hon. Alan McIsaac, Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, also addressed the room with 
some remarks on behalf of the Government of Prince 
Edward Island.

Persons and groups recognized that evening included:

Hon. George Webster, for his efforts as PEI •	
Minister of Agriculture and Deputy Premier,

Dave Aiton, for his contribution to the •	
agriculture industry after 40 years working for 
the PEI Department of Agriculture and the Crop 
Insurance Corporation,

The PEI RCMP, for their assistance in the ongoing •	
tampering investigation,

Herman Verveld, HZPC and Greg Donald

Joe Brennan and Greg Donald

The partners and employees at Monaghan •	
Farms for hosting the inaugural PEI Potato Social 
in August, 

Charles Murphy, Irwin Jay, and Gary Linkletter as •	
retiring Directors of the Board,

Ann Marie White, recognizing her hard  work to •	
make the Potato Social and AGM a success, and

Mary Kay Sonier, recognizing 25 years as an •	
employee of the PEI Potato Board.

Following award presentations and a short year in 
review video, Island comedian Patrick Ledwell entertained 
the crowd with a hilarious comedy performance 
which included quite a few potato-specific stories and 
personalities…including the proper PEI pronunciation of 
potatoes:  Ba-Day-Das!
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Greg Donald, Alex Docherty, and Hon. Lawrence  
MacAulay, Minister of Agriculture & Agri-Food

Comedian Patrick Ledwell, giving everyone 
a PEI pronunciation lesson!

Board Chairman Alex Docherty presents Certificates of Appreciation to Dave Aiton (left),  
Charles Murphy (centre), and Mary Kay Sonier (right).

Director Rodney Dingwall presents a Certificate of 
Appreciation to Derrick Curley from Monaghan Farms.

Alex Docherty presents a Certificate of Appreciation to Chief 
Superintendant Joanne Crampton of the PEI RCMP.
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assessing the Impact of  
Potato tampering with Consumers

by Kendra Mills

Prince Edward Island Potatoes has enjoyed a long and successful 
history; however, it was possible that recent food tampering events 
could have challenged our brand, markets and reputation.  As an 
industry, we were unsure if - or to what extent - these factors may 
have been damaged, so we enlisted the help of research agency M5 
to help assess our major markets.  Knowing that the media attention 
was heaviest in Atlantic Canada but also made national news, we 
contacted consumers in both Atlantic Canada and Ontario to assess 
awareness in both regions.

Our objectives were simple:  assess the level of awareness that 
consumers have of the tampering incident and the extent to which 
they could recall details, measure the impact on future purchases of 
PEI Potatoes, assess consumer trust in our product, and assessing 
what might need to be done to restore trust in our product. 

A total of 1,000 people were surveyed, including 266 in 
Newfoundland and Labrador, 270 in Nova Scotia, 264 in New 
Brunswick, and 200 in Ontario.  The study was conducted online 
between Sept 29th and Oct 5th, 2015 and was completed with the 
assistance of the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency.

Simply put, the results were encouraging. There was a low rate of 
awareness of potato tampering in Ontario, which we anticipated. 
Potatoes were among a number of things that people were able to 
recall, but no one product stood out.  Given the low rates of awareness 
in Ontario, it was decided to solicit the majority of responses in 
Atlantic Canada.

Meanwhile, there was a high recall of the tampering incidents in 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland & Labrador; however, 
it does not seem to have an impact in consumer’s overall purchase 
intentions of PEI Potatoes or their feelings towards the brand.

In Atlantic Canada, 73% of people recalled hearing about a potato 
recall caused by food tampering over the past year, and there was a 
high level of clarity of their recall of the incident. In other words, of 
those 73% who heard of the tampering issue, almost 80% were able 
to reference nails, needles, metal, or pins. 

Broadcast media (TV/Radio) the was primary way in which survey 
participants heard about food tampering, followed by print and 
online sources (news websites, social media), while 18% heard about 
it by word of mouth. This isn’t surprising, considering the high level 

Respondents in Atlantic Canada had a  
high rate of recall of potato tampering,  

more than any other commodity.

When asked if the installation of foreign detection 
equipment would impact their confidence in PEI 

Potatoes, only 6% indicated that this news 
did not improve their confidence in the product.
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of media attention this issue continued to receive over 
the course of the year.

 The most encouraging news coming from this research 
is that this high awareness has had minimal effect on 
the intent of consumers to purchase PEI Potatoes. Only 
1.3% of those who has heard of the issue felt that they 
were unlikely to go back to PEI Potatoes in the future. 
This terrible incident, for all intents and purposes, does 
not appear to be a reason that our business is affected 
into the future.  Trust in our product has not been greatly 
affected either, as 81% of those who recalled the incident 
felt their trust of PEI Potatoes has remained the same as it 
was before. 

This could be due to several factors. From the very 
beginning of the crisis, the messaging from the industry  
- and most importantly from the first grower affected - 
was solely focused on concern for the public, food safety 
and immediate recall of product. Consumers could be 
confident that their safety was our number one priority. 
Secondly, thankfully no one was hurt.  Finally, the industry 
reacted immediately and worked towards ensuring 
that this wouldn’t happen again. In fact, survey results 
indicated that of the 19% of people who did lose trust in 
PEI Potatoes, better quality control measures (including 

foreign material detection equipment) would help to 
restore trust. Though very expensive, it was a necessary 
cost to leave a positive impact on consumers and buyers 
alike.

From a branding perspective, perceptions of PEI 
Potatoes remain positive. Words like Fresh, Quality, Good, 
Local, and Tasty are what people use to describe our brand. 
Nine in ten Atlantic Canadians currently buy PEI Potatoes 
at least some of the time, but the “local” choice is still the 
most popular response when asked where they prefer 
their potatoes to come from. In the end, quality remains 
more important than where the potatoes are grown. As 
well, 75% of Atlantic Canadians agree that fresh potatoes 
are an important part of a healthy diet. To this end, we 
will be doing a local promotion in the Atlantic Provinces 
to help strengthen our brand and position potatoes as 
the safe, nutritious, healthy choice even further, through 
Potato Lovers Month in February.

There is no doubt that this issue has come at a major 
cost to our industry on many levels; nonetheless, we can 
be extremely proud of the immediate reaction of our 
industry, the unity of the industry, support from the public 
and multiple levels of government, and the strength of 
our brand that has helped us through this difficult time. 

When asked where they prefer their 
potatoes to come from, most respondents 
indicated that they prefer potatoes from 
their own province.  However, PEI was 
the second option in each market and 
was particularly strong in Ontario and 
Nova Scotia.

When asked what words come to mind 
when they think about Prince Edward 
Island Potatoes, these are the responses 
we received.  The most frequently heard 
responses are the largest in size.
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2015 Plant Disease  
Diagnostic Laboratory Summary

by Marleen Clark, Plant Disease Diagnostician, PEI Analytical Laboratories

The Prince Edward Island Department of Agriculture’s 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Service provides diagnosis and 
control recommendations primarily for disease problems 
of commercial crops produced on PEI.  Samples are 
submitted to the laboratory by agriculture extension staff, 
producers, agri-business representatives, crop insurance 
agents and the general public. Diagnoses are based on a 
combination of investigative work, visual examination of 
symptoms, microscopic observation and culturing onto 
artificial media. 

Potato samples this season comprised 47% of the total 
number of samples submitted to the laboratory.  Soybeans 
and cereals made up 34% of the samples submitted.  
The remainder of the samples were from new crops 
that are starting to become more common and include 
blueberries, grapes, cole crops, corn and faba beans.  

The 2015 growing season started late due to excessive 
moisture in April but it was unusually dry during the 
growing season with no laboratory confirmed incidences 
of potato late blight developing.  For the previous 
nineteen years, late blight has been identified annually 
in potato and tomato samples.  A number of factors 
played a role in the reduction of potato late blight for this 
season. Environmental conditions were not conducive for 
the development and spread of the fungus and potato 
producers carried out a stringent preventive program.  As 
well, the number of confirmed cases of foliar late blight in 
2014 was only 22 cases and in turn, this also reduced the 
inoculum level present in the province during the 2015 
season.  

The major origin of inoculum for late blight changed 
from potato tubers to home garden tomato plants 
when the US23 genotype was discovered in 2012. The 
US23 late blight genotype initially came to the province 
through means of greenhouse tomatoes and as a result, 
a campaign was implemented to prevent the spread of 
the fungus from greenhouse tomato seedlings and home 
garden tomato seed.  This proactive move reduced the 
amount of late blight inoculum present in PEI for the 2015 

season.  This new US23 strain of late blight is found to be 
quite aggressive on tomato plants and potato tubers. 
Last year Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada confirmed 
the US23 strain for late blight in a total of 15 potato 
samples submitted for testing.  As well, Agriculture and 
Agri- Food Canada continues to offer their National late 
blight survey to determine isolate sensitivity to metalaxyl 
(Ridomil). Last year there was one metalaxyl resistant (MR) 
strain of the US23 genotype collected from the Freetown 
area.  However, there were several US23 isolates that had 
moderate metalaxyl resistance (MMR) and these were 
collected from the Charlottetown, Knutsford, and White 
Sands areas.

Early in the potato growing season, some seed piece 
problems were evident with some variable emergence 
especially in one potato variety.   In most cases, the seed 
pieces were large, solid and blocky yet the eyes were not 
viable.  The seed pieces were given the “hot box” test and 
still no eyes germinated.  Most of the samples received 
were cut, had a seed treatment applied and planted within 
two to three days after being cut. The seed source did not 

Evidence of “dry core” disease in tubers analyzed in 2015. 
Photo courtesy Marleen Clark, PEIDAF.
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seem to matter and on one sample residue testing was 
completed with no toxic substances being detected.  In 
several samples, some diseased tubers were noticed.  
No final conclusions could be formulated from these 
samples as to why the seed pieces did not emerge.

Rhizoctonia continues to be a problem in the potato 
fields and is expressed as Rhizoctonia stem girdling 
and on tubers as Rhizoctonia black scurf.  The level of 
this fungus continues to increase each year in the seed.  
This season, a new disease called “dry core” was noticed 
in several samples submitted to the laboratory.  The 
Rhizoctonia fungus can enter into the lenticels (breathing 
pores), injured tissue due to insect damage and into 
scab lesions.  As a result dry, corky, small, brown, spots 
measuring 2 millimetres (mm) to a maximum of 7 mm in 
size develop in the outer tuber tissue.  Isolations from the 
tissue have consistently confirmed the presence of the 
Rhizoctonia fungus. These corky lesions can resemble 
scab lesions or wireworm holes. In some cases, secondary 
organisms or soil-borne fungi can invade these lesions 
and cause the lesions to become quite large.

This season, early blight in the potato crop was 
reported earlier than anticipated due to fluctuations 
in moisture and temperature levels.  There were some 
sightings of red-headed flea beetles and, in some areas, 
high levels of damage was reported.  A new problematic 
weed called “smooth bedstraw” was identified in one hay 
field and along a roadside.  Potato tuber issues that have 
been identified to date include pinkeye, leak, common 
scab and wireworm damage.

Notable items for crops other then potatoes include 
soybeans, lupins and elm trees. The acreage of soybeans 
has been increasing over the past several years due to 
new markets and as a result, the number of soybean 
samples received has increased. Producers are cautioned 
to keep an eye on common soil-borne diseases that 
can be found in both soybeans and potatoes, such as 
Rhizoctonia stem girdling, Sclerotinia white mould and 
Colletotrichum (Anthracnose) stem infections. For the 
first time, the anthracnose disease was identified in a 
sweet lupin variety.  The number of Dutch Elm samples 
was reduced since the City of Charlottetown council 
implemented a massive cut down to eliminate diseased 
trees.

The lab closes for the winter in late November and will 
reopen in the spring.
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Fresh Marketing Updates
American Marketing Update 

by Peter Goulet, USA Trade Representative

The potato shipping season is increasing steadily here 
in the United States, as local product finally winds down 
and as Thanksgiving meals increased demand for high 
quality potatoes for the dinner table.   Although there are 
still some local farmers in New England packing product, 
the local product will be all but done in the next few 
weeks.  That should open more doors for PEI growers to 
have a broader spectrum of receivers to quote and sell to 
between now and Christmas.  Receivers here report that 
they’re very happy with the overall quality of what they’ve 
seen off the Island thus far, and hopefully that confidence 
in our product will translate to steady business in the 
months to come.

The number of U.S. retail chains advertising PEI potatoes 
is also on the rise.  We had three PEI ads during the second 
week of November as well as three more running during 
Thanksgiving week.  All three of these were front page 
features at very attractive pricing.  These ad placements 
should continue for the balance of the shipping season 
and in doing so, will create some more demand for product 
off the Island.  Even though pricing is up a little from last 
year, the advertised prices I’m seeing does not reflect a 
higher retail.  Pricing on the shelf is very comparable to 
last November based on price checks that I’ve done over 
the past few weeks. 

Retailers are in the process of executing their traditional 
fall and winter seasonal re-merchandising of categories.  
Unfortunately, as we observed last year, the potato 
category is not being expanded much in the way of 
incremental space gains.  As reported over the past 
few years, more and more space and linear footage is 
being gobbled up by specialty, “gourmet” items such as 
fingerlings and creamer sized packs, many of which are in 
small 24 - 28 oz mesh and poly bags, as well as steamable 
and microwavable packaging options.  Organic potatoes 
of all varieties and sizes are also eating up shelf space 

and expanding their presence in virtually all retailers’ 
departments and displays.  This is a true and growing 
trend in traditional, limited format, club, big box, and 
discount format chains as well.

It should be another interesting potato season, and 
it also could be a very successful one.  Many areas had 
challenges with growing conditions which will affect 
the overall supply as the season progresses.  The export 
market appears lively and healthy, with good demand 
from many regions.  The U.S. market should see very good, 
steady demand and hopefully better pricing and returns 
than last season, especially with the current exchange 
rate being so favorable.

I wish you all a profitable selling season, as well as a 
happy and healthy holiday season.

Canadian Marketing Update 
by Brad Brownsey, Canadian Trade Representative

Against the competitive backdrop of widely available 
Ontario and Quebec fresh packed, non-storage potatoes, 
Prince Edward Island Potatoes have established a strong 
and positive early season foothold in Ontario, with four 
dedicated PEI ads already placed. Quebec retailers 
have once again executed their November campaign 
exclusively promoting Quebec-grown potatoes.  Though 
Quebec retailers will continue to strongly support local 
producers, look for PEI potatoes to gradually increase their 
market share and ad frequency as the 2015/16 shipping 
season deepens.  

Amongst Ontario retailers, PEI Potatoes continue to 
increase in shelf presence.  As November has deepened 
and the last non-storage Ontario and Quebec potatoes 
are marketed, retailers, foodservice distributors and 
operators, and wholesalers alike have increased their 
purchases and marketing of Island product.  Despite large 
potato holdings in Central Canada, look for PEI potato 
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ad intensity to ratchet up throughout the forthcoming 
holiday season.  

PEI potatoes are also making strong retail inroads in 
Western Canada, with two dedicated PEI feature ads 
already generated.  Look for more western retailers to 
source and strategically promote Canada’s only nationally 
recognized potato — PEI Potatoes — during the Holiday 
Season.

What’s helping to drive early season interest in and sales 
activities devoted to PEI Potatoes?  Beyond the trade’s 
trust in and continued support of PEI, great early season 
quality is equally complimented this year with the launch 
of the industry’s new bag!  Universally, retailers are thrilled 
with its fresh and appealing visuals that brilliantly blends 
the past with new packaging designs.  At point-of-sale, 
the bag’s visuals immediately conveys and strengthens 
the PEI Potato brand.  The trade is anxious to see this 
new design extended across all varieties and pack sizes 
in both poly and paper.  So appealing is the new Board 
bag (and logo) that retailers have strongly suggested they 
will demand their dealers and / or third-party handlers to 
expressly source PEI Potatoes packed solely in new bags 
in the future.

Some additional notes on trends and developments 
influencing the fresh potato category across Canada this 
year:

Acquisitions, amalgamations and banner •	
consolidations: These continue to reduce the 
number of retail banners PEI Potatoes are advertised 
in.  Examples include Sobeys acquisition of Co-Op 
Atlantic and Pete’s earlier this year; Loblaw Quebec 
stores are all being converted to the Provigo 
banner; Overwaitea Foods continues to convert its 
Cooper’s Foods, Overwaitea and PriceSmart Foods 
banners to Save-On-Foods banner; and Sobeys 
West Business Unit’s consolidation of Sobeys, 
IGA West, Thrifty Foods and Safeway programs.  
However, don’t overlook the many vibrant and 
successful independent food retailers that populate 
the Canadian retail landscape.  Quietly, they’re a 
growing force in numerous urban marketplaces, 
with the ability to work with you and move as 
much (or more) product as some major chains! 

The fresh potato category:•	   It’s being squeezed 
not only by the proliferation of other fresh produce 
items aggressively vying for departmental 
space but also by the equal proliferation of new 
national or private label SKUs that continue to be 
introduced (e.g., Strawberry Blonde, Masquerade 
and Merlot potatoes most recently by one national 
supermarket chain), new and smaller packs and 
convenience sizes that continue to appeal to grab 
’n go shoppers (e.g. mini and specialty potatoes in 
convenience packs), and the continued decline in 
floor space (predominantly in Ontario) devoted to 
marketing our industry’s former #1 volume mover: 
10 lb paper bags. 

Organic potatoes:•	  While organic sales remain 
relatively limited, across the country retailers are 
firmly committed to enhancing organic sales 
through the combination of more shelf space 
at retail combined with increased feature ad 
support.

Retail price correlation to delivered FOBs:•	  The days 
where delivered FOBs correlated with retail shelf 
prices is effectively a thing of the past.  Retailers 
are seizing upon every avenue and opportunity 
possible to maximize their top-line sales and 
bottom-line profit margins and contribution 
dollars, be that through higher shelf retails and / or 
by squeezing ever harder their vendor-partners for 
lower delivered.  

With the Holiday Season now upon us and with every 
major supermarket chain and key independent retailer 
from Quebec west to Vancouver Island looking to seize 
upon the Board’s continuing co-operative advertising 
initiatives, dealers can expect to see increased week-
over-week retail and foodservice sector purchases of PEI 
potatoes to support their marketing, merchandising and 
promotional plans, and the customers each successfully 
serves.

Here’s to a successful and profitable 2015/16 shipping 
season!  May you and yours have and enjoy a wonderful 
Holiday Season.
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Prince Edward Island Potato Board 
adopts New Logo

At their September meeting, the Prince Edward Island  
Potato Board approved a recommendation from the  
Tablestock Committee to use the newly developed logo shown 
above as the new corporate logo for the PEI Potato Board.  
Growers may have already started seeing this logo in use in 
several communications from the Board in recent weeks.  This 
logo has also replaced our old logo on our website and social 
media accounts.

 Adoption of this new logo will be a gradual process when it 
comes to printed materials and signage.  Existing inventories 
of many printed materials will continue to be used, but the 
new logo will be used when new materials are printed.  Staff 
has also identified signage and other logo uses which will be 
updated as necessary.

 This new logo is the main identifier of Prince Edward Island 
Potatoes on our new industry packaging, which continues to be rolled out this packing season.  The eventual goal is to 
have this logo appear on all potatoes grown and packed on PEI, similar to the Idaho potato brand.

Growers, dealers and exporters should also note that there will be a phase-in of new packaging in the marketplace, 
and that packers can continue to use up old stock of packaging.  However, new orders of industry packaging will use the 
new designs, and packers are encouraged to incorporate the new logo on their private label bags where possible.
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In Memoriam:  Robert Rose

Long time farmer and businessman Robert Rose passed 
away peacefully at Souris Hospital on Saturday, November 
7th. Robert was a passionate farmer, a smart businessman 
and a dedicated community member until the time of his 
passing at 88 years of age.

Robert started farming with his father, Livingston, on 
the family farm in North Lake at a very young age. He 
bought his first truck and starting hauling canned milk in 
1955. Sixty years later, RA Rose and Sons Ltd. trucks are 
still making daily stops at dairy farms all across Kings and 
Queens counties to transport bulk milk to ADL.

Robert grew potatoes on the family farm all his life. 
Early on, he hauled potatoes from other farmers’ house 
basements where they were stored to the train station in 
Elmira and Souris where he loaded them on train cars to 
be shipped to Ontario. Robert had the first escalator in 
Eastern Kings to move potatoes from cellar basements to 
his truck which everyone appreciated.

Today, Robert’s two sons - Myles and Boyd - along with 
grandsons Adam and Andrew and granddaughter Keisha 
continue to run the family farm.

Robert was a tremendous worker for the farming 
industry and for his community of Eastern Kings. He 

served on many farm and community boards over the 
years - Potato Producers Association, PEI Potato Board, 
and the PEI Senior Citizens’ Federation. In 2013, he 
received the member of the year award from the Senior 
Citizens’ Federation. His community work was endless as 
he served his church, South Lake Christian, in many roles 
from choir member, Deacon, worship leader and on many 
church committees. 

He was also a long standing member of the Souris Lions 
Club where he held many positions. He was named a life 
member of the International Association of Lions Clubs. 
He was very dedicated to the Souris Lions Club’s Christmas 
box campaign and delivered the boxes to many families 
up until last year.  Robert organized the ceilidhs at Eastern 
Kings Rec centre every summer. He was a founding 
director of the Eastern Kings Fire department, a member 
of the Eastern School Board, and served on the local 
hospital board over the years. He was recently named the 
Honorary Chairperson for the Eastern Kings Foundation  
“People you know, Care you can Trust” campaign. Robert 
was also a member and worker for the PC party of PEI.

Robert will be remembered by his wife Elora, sons Myles 
and Boyd and their families.

Robert Rose (right), pictured with sons Myles (left) and Boyd Rose (right) at their farm in North Lake, PEI.
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PMaNa Fall Meeting Report
by Scott Howatt

The agenda of the Fall PMANA meeting focused on the 
various Area reports, included a presentation from the 
data analysis firm Agrometrics Inc., and concluded with a 
discussion on the upcoming 2016 contract negotiations. 
There were 30 participants representing all the North 
American growing areas except Ontario and Wisconsin. 
The PPC sent two reps: Vernon Campbell and Scott 
Howatt.

2014 Crop Year in Review:

Overall potato production in the processing states and 
provinces is up 4,100,000 cwt or 1.0% in 2015 over 2014.  
There are open processing potatoes available in Alberta, 
in the American Midwest and in the Atlantic Northeast 
(Maine, New Brunswick and Quebec).

Washington and Idaho growers reported wide variability 
in crop yields and qualities, and growers in the Columbia 
Basin are experiencing losses from contract language 
deducts and rejection clauses.  It was reported that 
specific gravities are “all over the place” in the Basin and 
that there was late blight in some Idaho districts.  It was 
predicted that there will be some storage losses in Idaho, 
Maine, and some districts in the Midwest, while Alberta, 
New Brunswick, Oregon, Quebec, and PEI are all reported 
as being high.

It was noted that Washington processors will be looking 
for an early start to 2016 crop planting. A shortage of 
raw product is anticipated in the Basin; however, open 
potatoes in Idaho and Alberta could offset this shortage.

Furthermore, it was noted that any demand for 
processing quality spuds was being driven by growth in 
offshore markets and not by growth in the North American 
market.

Looking ahead to 2016 contract talks

It seems likely that contract talks for 2016 will be framed 
on the processors’ side by the issues of extra supply of 
raw potatoes and the level of demand in the finished 
marketplace. For growers, pressing issues include the 
increasing costs of production (labour, crop protectants, 
land) and unsustainable margins on many farms.

The Potato Growers of Washington is looking for major 
changes to reduce the negative impact of language in their 
contracts.  Other groups in the Pacific North West and the 
Midwest are highlighting cost of production projections 
for the 2016 crop and identifying poor margins that would 
result from current contracts.

Canadian grower representatives consistently reported 
that their cost of production and capital costs have 
ballooned due to costs of goods from USA, and the 
decline in the Canadian Dollar respective to the US Dollar. 
These significant cost increases are not addressed within 
current contract pricing. 

From the discussions held in Las Vegas, it appears that 
grower groups will work to ensure that processors in their 
area have a “level playing field” and that negotiations 
need to address grower profitability as a building block 
for sustainability.
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2014 2015

Province
Harvested 

Acreage 
(ac)

Yield 
(cwt/ac) 

Production 
(cwt) 

Harvested 
Acreage 

(ac)

Yield 
(cwt/ac) 

Production 
(cwt) 

Diff. 
from 
2014

Newfoundland 476 175 66,000 476 175 60,000 -5.7%

Prince Edward Island 90,200 280 25,240,000 89,000 279 24,850,000 -1.5%

Nova Scotia 1,725 282 487,000 1,200 275 330,000 -32.2%

New Brunswick 48,050 298 14,307,000 47,900 315 15,100,000 +5.5%

Quebec 41,019 277 11,349,000 42,008 299 12,566,000 +10.7%

Ontario 35,000 235 8,225,000 34,650 230 7,970,000 -3.1%

Manitoba 62,450 308 19,240,000 67,000 323 21,630,000 +12.4%

Saskatchewan 6,069 245 1,487,000 6,000 250 1,500,000 +0.9%

Alberta 51,742 361 18,690,000 50,142 384 19,270,000 +3.1%

British Columbia 5,800 270 1,563,000 5,670 274 1,555,000 -0.5%

Canada 342,426 294 100,654,000 343,940 305 104,831,000 +4.1%

2015 Canadian Potato Production
Information provided by Statistics Canada on November 20th, 2015.

Comments on 2015 Canadian Production Estimates:

Canadian production in 2015 is estimated to be up 4.1% (4.2 million cwt) over 2014.•	

Manitoba has the largest increase above 2014 at 12.4% (2.4 million cwt); however, much of this increase is a due •	
to increases in contracted volume by processors.

Canada had a record setting national yield of 305 cwt per acre.  New Brunswick also set their all-time highest •	
average yield at 315 cwt per acre.

Larger than anticipated yields in Quebec and New Brunswick, along with similar acreages of harvested acres in •	
those provinces, has resulted in excess potatoes in both provinces that will be looking for a home.

Prince Edward Island and Ontario are the two major potato-producing provinces estimated to be lower in •	
production this year (-1.5% and -3.1%, respectively)

Potato producers in Alberta did not harvest approximately 3,000 acres of potatoes as yields were so strong and •	
they did not have a home for the extra volume.

Approximately 500 acres of potatoes were not harvested in Prince Edward Island in 2015.•	

Thank you to Kevin MacIsaac and the United Potato Growers of Canada for presenting  
this production information at the PEI Potato Board AGM on November 20th, 2015.
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator               (902) 314-1607               bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

The 2015 potato crop is in the warehouse and again the 
weather in October made potato harvest challenging on 
a number of days. Some growers reported the harvest 
conditions were getting better the last few days they 
were harvesting this year’s crop. Overall the quality seems 
good for most growers with very few tuber diseases being 
reported to date.  With such a dry period in the middle 
of the summer, the crop was under stress in some areas 
but that also reduced the occurence of late blight in the 
potato crop.  

Plans are well underway for the 2016 International 
Potato Technology Expo which will be held on February 
26th and 27th in Charlottetown. The event will again this 
year feature a Conference at Red Shores in the grandstand 
area with the presentations set to begin at 10:00 am. 
Our keynote speaker this year will be Dr. Tom Wolf from 
Saskatoon.  Tom, a leading authority on spray application, 
will share his knowledge to help growers optimize 
application effectiveness and crop yield. To register online, 
visit the show website at www.potatoexpo.ca.   

The 2015 Seed Potato Certification List and Grower 
Directory have been recently published by the Depart-
ment.  This booklet is published annually with the 
cooperation of CFIA and copies will be mailed to all potato 
growers and dealers on PEI. The Booklet is published both 
on our PEIDAF website and the PEI Potato Board website.  
If you did not receive a copy or would like more just 
contact me. 

At the Department, we continue to be involved in a 
number of research projects and programs. We have 
continued providing funding on the pest management/
winter cover cropping section of the Agriculture 
Stewardship Program called Rotational Crops for Pest 
Management and Nutrient Loss Reduction.  Thirteen 
farms in total have applied this year, using a variety of pest 
management crops (mustard/buckwheat/oilseed radish), 
and a variety of covers (mustard, tillage radish, barley, fall 
rye, etc). Catch crop establishment prior to winter can 

help reduce nutrient loss events by retaining residual soil 
nutrients within the catch crop during the fall and winter 
months. Funding available under this program is $25 per 
acre up to $500 per field.

This year the Department also began a Soil Health 
Project with the Kensington North Watershed Association. 
The project is investigating soil health in a variety of 
producers’ fields across the watershed (mostly potato land, 
but also some beef/dairy producers’ land). This project is 
being led in the Department by Kyra Stiles. She is using 
the Cornell Soil Health test on these soils. The project 
also includes running cover crop and conservation tillage 
demonstrations on some of these producers’ fields, and 
comparing a few specific soil health tests on both the 
conservation tillage side of these fields and on the grower’s 
standard practice (GSP) side of the fields. Depending on 
the GSP, this could mean early, fall or spring moldboard 
plow and with or without Round Up, compared to the 
conservation tillage treatment using the Synkro or 
Lemken type tillage. You will be able to see updates on 
this research presented at meetings this winter.

Be sure to check our website for upcoming meetings 
and pesticide training days.

I hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas and all the 
best for 2016.

SAVE THE DATE!! 

International Potato  
Technology Expo

Feb 26-27th, 2016 
Eastlink Centre, Charlottetown, PEI

To Register and for more information:

www.potatoexpo.ca
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Prince Edward Island Canada

2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015

Russet Burbank 3,525 3,147 2,003 13,368 12,446 11,560

Goldrush 2,223 1,959 1,602 5,017 4,826 4,508

Prospect 1,324 n/a 1,474 1,606 n/a 1,865

Eva 990 1,356 1,187 1,032 1,398 1,235

Shepody 798 855 933 1,833 1,806 2,124

Kennebec 818 869 912 1,319 1,349 1,427

Superior 1,099 808 644 1,870 1,408 1,317

Atlantic 855 798 624 2,786 2,322 1,778

Ranger Russet 331 652 529 1,191 1,694 1,724

Norland 380 504 352 1,902 1,978 1,930

Innovator 331 262 281 1,541 1,028 938

Chieftain 222 203 263 1,262 1,200 1,305

Dakota Pearl 245 188 225 798 610 543

AC Chaleur 504 274 220 808 563 587

Yukon Gem 321 383 202 353 420 220

Classic Russet 212 220 187 319 341 241

Yukon Gold 338 287 159 1,087 973 722

Fabula 96 112 122 170 232 175

Sifra 124 180 113 232 289 229

Tebina n/a n/a 113 n/a n/a 113

Total All Varieties 16,805 17,717 16,248 55,900 54,499 54,354

2015 Passed Seed acreage
Information provided by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency as of October 31st each year.  Expressed in acres.
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PEI Potatoes Take Championship Honours  
at the Royal!

Once again, potatoes from a Prince Edward Island grower have 
taken Grand Championship honours at the table stock potato 
competition at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair in Toronto.  

This year, an entry of Krone yellow-fleshed potatoes from G.W. 
Visser and Sons of Orwell, PEI captured first place in the yellow-
fleshed category as well as Grand Champion.  Another entry 
from the Visser family of the Goldrush variety placed second in 
the Russet category.

Congratulations to Randy and William Visser and their families 
and staff, and thanks for continuing to showcase the best Prince 
Edward Island Potatoes at the country’s largest agricultural 
exhibition.
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Prince Edward Island Potato Board Congratulates 
New Agriculture Minister MacAulay

(CHARLOTTETOWN, PE  -  November 5, 2015)  The Prince 
Edward Island Potato Board extends congratulations 
to Hon. Lawrence MacAulay, MP for Cardigan, who was 
yesterday named the new Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.

 Minister MacAulay is a veteran representative of the 
concerns of Islanders in Ottawa and his most recent 
ministerial appointment no doubt recognizes his 
commitment to our province and our country.  

 The Board is particularly excited that Prince Edward 
Island farmers and agribusinesses will have a champion 
in Minister MacAulay.  This is the first time in more than 
100 years that the federal Minister of Agriculture has 
hailed from the Maritime Provinces, and the first time 
that a Prince Edward Island MP has served as Minister of 
Agriculture.

 Alex Docherty, Chairman of the Prince Edward Island 
Potato Board, adds that “Minister MacAulay has a strong 
reputation as an advocate for his constituents and for 
Prince Edward Island.  Since Mr. MacAulay was also a seed 
potato grower before he entered the political arena, it is 
encouraging that our new Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food will have first-hand knowledge of our industry.”

 Representatives of the PEI Potato Board recently returned 
from national and international potato industry meetings  
and can report that potato industry representatives from 
across the country are excited to work with a new Minister 
of Agriculture that is familiar with the potato industry and 
its importance to Canadian agriculture.

ConAgra to spin off Lamb Weston potato unit

(Reuters - November 18th, 2015) ConAgra Foods said it will 
spin off its Lamb Weston frozen potato products business 
into a separate public company, the latest in a series of 
changes announced by the maker of Chef Boyardee pasta 
and Slim Jim jerky at a time when consumers are shifting 
to less-processed foods.

Lamb Weston will hold ConAgra’s frozen potato, 

sweet potato, appetizers and other vegetable products 
businesses.

The remaining businesses, to be renamed Conagra Brands 
Inc., will include brands such as Orville Redenbacher’s 
popcorn and Healthy Choice frozen dinners, in addition 
to several units that are currently a part of ConAgra’s 
commercial foods segment, which serves restaurants and 
grocers.

The tax-free spinoff is expected to be completed in 
autumn 2016, the company said.

ConAgra, which has reported flat or falling sales in four 
of the past six quarters, is struggling like others in the 
industry to increase sales and profit margins as consumers 
in search of healthier options shift from packaged products 
to fresh foods. The company faced investor pressure this 
year from Jana Partners and agreed to a board settlement 
with the activist hedge fund in July.

And in October, the company said it will cut about 1,500 
jobs as part of a plan to save at least $300 million in three 
years.

In an interview, the company’s CEO Sean Connolly, who 
will head Conagra Brands, said the company had explored 
various strategic options for Lamb Weston before deciding 
on the spinoff. He said the move would give the resulting 
two companies more focus and individual management 
attention.

“You don’t have each business competing for the same 
resources if you’re a stand-alone,” he said.

JP Morgan analyst Ken Goldman said in a note that the 
spinoff may not be the end of the breakup process for 
ConAgra and that future divestitures could include the 
commercial foods segment or the company’s share in 
Ardent Mills, the flour-milling joint venture it has with 
Cargill and CHS Inc.

Pete Luckett’s stores to become arm of Sobey’s

A hero to foodies across Canada is set to sell his retail 
and wholesale grocery businesses in Nova Scotia off to 
grocery giant Sobeys.

Pete Luckett, the owner of the Pete’s Fine Foods stores in 

INDUStRY UPDatES



Pesticide Continuing Education 
Training  

Schedule for 2015/16:
 

Day A:            

Dec 1 Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Jan 5   Access Center, O’Leary

Jan 12  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Jan 26 Loyalist Inn, Summerside   

Feb 23   Lanes Riverhouse Inn, Montague

Mar 8 Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

 

Day B:            

Dec 3 Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Jan 7 Access Center, O’Leary

Jan 14  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Jan 21 Loyalist Inn, Summerside   

Feb 25 Lanes Riverhouse Inn, Montague

Mar 10 Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown 

 

Fee: $25         Registration begins at 8:30 am 
Course begins at 9:00 am - 4:00 p.m. 

Lunch and refreshments will be provided

One day course reviewing the manual and followed 
by writing the  Pesticide Applicator Class A exam is as 
follows:

Jan 20 Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Feb 3 Loyalist Inn, Summerside 

Feb 24 Rodd Mill River Resort, O’Leary

Mar 16  Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown

 

Registration begins at 8:15 a.m.  Training sessions  
begin at 8:45 a.m. and are completed by 3:30 p.m.  

The exam will be from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.    
The Pesticide Certificate fee is $75.

Halifax and Bedford, N.S. and a related wholesale business, 
announced recently he’ll sell those operations to Nova 
Scotia-based Sobeys for an undisclosed sum. 

The “open concept” stores specialize in produce and 
other fresh groceries including deli, bakery, meat and fish 
sections.

“It’s the right time for me to transition from the grocery 
industry into the winery business,” Luckett said in Sobeys’ 
release, referring to Luckett Vineyards, which he opened in 
Nova Scotia’s Gaspereau Valley in 2011.

Sobeys said it plans to continue to operate the stores 
under the Pete’s Fine Foods brand and “maintain the 
unique market culture and customer-focused flair for food 
on which the business was built.”

Luckett will continue in a “consulting capacity” with the 
business and its management and staff will be “provided 
with employment in their current roles,” Sobeys said.

“Pete has instilled a unique culture in his stores and a food 
offer that resonates with his customers. We don’t want to 
change that,” Peter Doucette, general manager for Sobeys 
Atlantic, said in the same release.

Rather, he said, Sobeys plans to “build the Pete’s brand 
and grow the opportunities for the business in Atlantic 
Canada. With Sobeys’ resources and ability to support 
growth and expansion in the region, we can make that 
happen.”

Luckett, who started his greengrocer career in England’s 
outdoor food markets, moved to Canada in 1979 and 
started the “Pete’s Frootique” business in New Brunswick 
in 1982, eventually shifting his operations to three Nova 
Scotia stores, the Pete’s Fine Foods outlets in Halifax, 
Bedford and Wolfville.

The Wolfville store closed in May this year, however, as the 
company said it “struggled to capture local customers.”

Luckett has become a well-known media personality 
and speaker during his career in Atlantic Canada. He 
appeared regularly for 14 years on the CBC TV program 
Midday, showcasing new and exotic varieties of fresh 
produce for viewers across the country. He later hosted a 
“food adventure” TV series, The Food Hunter, on the Food 
Network from 2002 to 2004
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HZPC Americas Corp.
T (902) 892-2004 F (902) 892-0321
E hzpc@hzpc.ca I  www.hzpc.ca

Promising
Varieties

INNOVATOR SIFRA

VIVALDIFABULA

Quality seed potatoes

On November 27th 2015 Rudra 
Prasad Singh passed away with family 
at his side after a courageous battle 
with heart disease and pancreatic 
cancer. Dad was 75 years young. 

Rudra was born as the surviving 
twin on September 1st 1940 in the 
small village of Saraiya, India. The 
youngest of 5 children he endeavored 
to support the family while pursuing 
an education that ultimately put him 
on a steamship to Ellis Island, New 
York in 1962 and completion of a PhD 
in Plant Pathology from North Dakota State University by 1966. 

He moved to Fredericton, New Brunswick and began a brilliant research 
career. He made international headlines with the co-discovery that spindle 
tuber disease in potatoes was caused by a novel infectious agent called 
viroid. His pioneering work developed sensitive identification techniques 
that ensured the valuable Maritime potato industry remained disease free. 
He lectured and taught freely around the world. His passion for science and 
his love for farmers earned him numerous awards. In 1997 upon receiving 
the Outstanding Research Award by the Canadian Phytopathological 
Society they noted “there are few scientists that have achieved such a 
remarkable balance between scientific accomplishment and technology 
transfer”.

Dad was more than a scientist. He made difficult choices and defended 
what he felt was right. He stayed humble and deeply religious. He enjoyed 
60 years of marriage to Manorma Singh and devoted his personal life to 
family and friends. Through years of service at the Y’s Mens club to funding 
temples and schools in India and supporting his struggling relatives at 
home, dad never lost sight that life is a blessing and should be used to its 
fullest. He taught his children the value of an education while still enjoying 
the lighter moments in life such as Singh Scrabble tournaments, camping 
at the lake or capitalizing on the latest technology trend even though he 
never learned to use a smart phone! His vegetable gardens were the envy 
of the community and he was quick to share the harvest bounty.

Rudra is survived by his wife Manorma and his three sons, Narendra, 
Arvind and Avinash and their families Mitra, Shailin, Ishaan, Vrushali, Amy, 
Tia, Karen, Shaani and Kaia. He had been lovingly supported by his nephew 
Mathuresh Singh and family Sandhya, Shubhi and Prachi.

In Memoriam:  Rudra Singh
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

December 2015
Dec 3  Potato Association of America 
  Seed Certification Section Meeting 
  Washington, D.C.

Dec 10-11 Storage Course, presented by   
  Cavendish Agri-Services 
  Summerside, PEI

January 2016
Jan 12-14 NPC Potato Expo 2016 
  Las Vegas, NV

Jan 12  Potato Business Summit 
  Las Vegas, NV

Jan 29  PEI Federation of Agriculture AGM
  Charlottetown, PEI

February 2016
Feb 3-5  Fruit Logistica 2016
  Berlin, Germany

Feb 17-18 PEI Soil & Crop Improvement   
  Assoc. Annual Conference 
  Credit Union Place, Summerside, PEI

Feb 26-27 International Potato Technology  
  Expo
  Eastlink Centre, Charlottetown, PEI

March 2016
Mar 8-10 Canadian Horticultural Council 
  Annual General Meeting
  Ottawa, ON

TBD  Wireworm Research & Extension 
  Seminar 
  Red Shores, Charlottetown, PEI

Potato BUSINESS SUMMIt
Tuesday, January 12th, 2016 
The Mirage, Las Vegas, NV

Highly calibre speakers from across the 
North American potato industry 

 
Free to register!  Register at:

www.potatobusinesssummit.com
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Meet The Volm Engineered Solutions Team.

Whether you’re considering a new equipment purchase, 
an existing line upgrade, or building a new state-of-the-art 
packing facility, the Volm VEST team can make sure you get 
exactly that—on time, on budget and to your specification.

• Packing line integration and optimization
• Equipment specification, sourcing and installation
• Facility design, construction and commissioning

You are 
here.

We'll get 
you there.



For more information please contact:
Matt Mitchell, Show Manager

mmitchell@mpltd.ca  •  Toll Free: 1.888.454.7469

Stay tuned for Conference Information! 
Mark your calendars: Friday, February 26th at 10am, Red Shores.  

If you have a product or service tailored for
the potato industry-this event is for you!


