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Full tissue culture laboratory and screenhouse production facilities

Seed inspected by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Box storage in ventilated warehouse

Contracted production of proprietary varieties with signed agreements

Wide range of public commercial and specialty varieties available

Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm was established in 1962 to meet local early generation seed 
requirements and continues to be owned and operated by the potato producers of Prince Edward 
Island.  Using tissue culture methods and Canadian Food Inspection Agency protocol for propagation 
and disease testing, Fox Island is able to supply customers with:

Nuclear Plantlets

Nuclear Minitubers

Pre-Elite Seed 
(Pre-Elite is produced under rowcover to help minimize virus transmission)

Elite I Seed Potatoes

Elite II Seed Potatoes

Tissue culture lines of new varieties must be received by December 2014 or early January 2015 in order 
to be entered into the propagation cycle for 2015.

To find out more information on pricing, arranging propagation of a proprietary variety or to order 
seed please contact the PEI Potato Board at (902) 892-6551.

Early Generation Seed Potatoes
Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm

Local Seed for Local Growers
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Chairman’s Comments
by Gary Linkletter, Board Chairman

Last issue, I wrote about some of the cynical topics that 
surround us. They can be frustrating, but let’s not dwell 
entirely on them.  Perhaps it’s time to take a moment and 
think of what is really important and what makes us and 
those around us happy and content in life. What is truly 
of value?

Here is a quote from Martha Washington: “I am 
determined to be cheerful and happy in whatever 
situation I may find myself. For I have learned that the 
greater part of our misery or unhappiness is determined 
not by our circumstance but by our disposition.” 

There is so much that we should have a positive 
“disposition” about. We live in this great province. The 
soil is red, the fields are green, and the sky is blue. What 
could be more beautiful? This summer, the Island has 
been greener than I can ever remember, and now with fall 
arriving the colors and smells of this season are all around 
us. Every day we get to go out and immerse ourselves 
in nature, to till that fertile ground and enjoy the bright 
sunshine. Can there be any better place to live?

Potato farming has been slandered a lot lately, but the 
fact is we get to work in an industry that is a significant 
part of the reason why Canadians do not go to bed hungry 
each night. We get to grow nutritious, delicious, sustaining 
food for our friends, neighbours and countrymen. It is a 

high calling and we should be proud to be a part of this 
industry and proud of being potato farmers! 

There is more too. Besides providing food for people, 
the potato industry provides about 10% of the economic 
activity in PEI. Without us, 10 percent of the doctors 
and nurses need to be laid off, reducing health care in 
this province significantly. Without us, school class sizes 
need to be 10 percent larger, reducing the attention 
and education every child in this province gets. Without 
us, the time between resurfacing of Island roads goes 
up 10%, and goodness knows we have rough enough 
roads now. Without us, 10 percent more Islanders are 
unemployed and needing to move out of province to find 
work. Without the potato industry, this province is a much 
poorer place to live.

We should be proud Islanders. Along with fisheries and 
tourism, farming (and in particular potato farming) is 
both the heritage and backbone of Prince Edward Island. 
If others have a problem with their disposition that needs 
to be their problem, but like Martha, our outlook should 
be cheerful and happy knowing we contribute so much 
to this province.

Have a great harvest everyone. Work safely!!
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Potato BoaRD News

PEI Potato Board Strategic Plan
The Potato Board has been working on the preparation 

of an updated strategic plan for the grower association.  
Grower input has been sought through various 
meetings and both grower and dealer/exporter input 
was also encouraged through electronic means of 
communication.  

The development of the new plan has been described 
as an “evolution, not a revolution”, however some key 
priorities and activities have been added.  The Board 
of Directors, with the help of facilitator Alain Rabeau of 
Intersol Group, have refined the plan during the August 
and September Board meetings.  The new strategic plan 
will be presented at he Board’s Annual General Meeting 
scheduled for November 21st, 2014.

New Board Members
Two retiring Board members will be replaced after the 

Annual General Meeting in November. 

Daryl Wilkie, Seed Representative from West Prince, has 
completed two terms.  He will be replaced by Glen Rayner, 
a seed grower from Cascumpec.

Barry Green, also a two term representative, will be 
completing his latest term as the representative for the 
processing sector in Summerside District.  John Hogg, a 
processing grower from Wilmot Valley, will be the new 
processing representative.

Irwin Jay, Tablestock Representative for Charlottetown 
District, and Owen Ching, Tablestock Representative 
for Souris/Montague District, both re-offered to serve 
another term in these positions.

 

PMRA Representatives Visit PEI
The PEI Potato Board has been very active in ongoing 

efforts in cooperation with the Canadian Horticultural 
Council to maintain phorate (Thimet) as an option for 
growers to use for wireworm control. Meetings have been 
held with PMRA staff and communication is ongoing with 
AMVAC, the company that holds the current registration 
for this product.  

In early September, three representatives of PMRA were 

on the Island, at the Province’s invitation, to talk to local 
researchers, grower organizations and individual growers 
about the wireworm problem.  They went away with a 
much improved appreciation of the problem that our 
growers are facing, the ongoing research and the lack of 
verified control options that are available at the present 
time.

AMVAC and representatives of the Canadian Potato 
Council met with PMRA on September 24th and AMVAC 
is preparing a new submission for the product. 

Provincial Cabinet Meeting Held at Fox Island
On September 9, 2014, the Government of Prince  

Edward Island held one of their off-site cabinet meetings at 
the Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm near Alberton in West 
Prince. They had an opportunity to gain an appreciation 
for the industry’s investment in our early generation seed 
farm and see first-hand the process involved in developing 
seed for our commercial potatoes.  

According to an official press release from the Province, 
Premier Ghiz noted that “our potato producers should be 
extremely proud of the work that they are doing to produce 
a high quality crop while staying committed to being 
good stewards of the land.  The Province of Prince Edward 
Island will continue to work closely with the industry to 
grow the sector and open new opportunities for Prince 
Edward Island potatoes while keeping environmental 
sustainability at the forefront.” 

To view the full press release:   http://bit.ly/1uy3hq8

As part of the meeting, the Board’s Executive had an 
opportunity to sit with Cabinet and discuss some priority 
issues facing the potato industry.  Following a BBQ lunch 
prepared by farm staff, Cabinet Ministers traveled to the 
Barclay Brook area and met with Bill MacKendrick of the 
PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry and the potato 
growers who have been instrumental in making the 
changes to the land that has reduced the potential for 
run-off in this watershed.

Competitiveness Project
It was identified formally through the Board’s 2012 

Economic Impact Study that growers in PEI need to 



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsSeptember - October 2014 7

improve operating margins to be on a more even 
competitive footing with potato growing areas in western 
North America.

This issue is faced by potato growers in the Maritimes 
and a project has been initiated in New Brunswick in 
collaboration between growers, McCain Foods and the 
provincial government to look more closely at the areas of 
soil and water management, seed handling, science and 
technology, and economics to identify practices that can 
help growers to see measurable improvements in yields 
and margins.

Discussions have started in PEI to prepare a plan 
that will help us to address our marketable yields and 
grower margins.    The Potato Board’s directors strongly 
endorsed the need for such work during the September 
Board meeting, and the concept was also shared with the 
members of Cabinet during the August visit to Fox Island.   
More information on this key initiative will shared with 
growers and other industry members over the next few 
months.

PEI Potato Pride Public Relations Campaign
As part of a larger communications strategy aimed at 

improving the image of the potato industry in the eyes 
of many Prince Edward Islanders, the Board has launched 
a radio campaign running from mid-September to early-
November.  This “PEI Potato Pride” campaign includes a 
number of 30 second ads running on Ocean 100 and Hot 
105.5, including:

Spots voiced by growers that speak to why they are •	
proud to grow PEI Potatoes, as well as highlighting 
community events that the Board is sponsoring.

Three different spots voiced by Heather Moyse, our •	
Brand Ambassador, on the subject of nutrition, the 
versatility of the potato, and how the Prince Edward 
Island potato growers have helped her on her 

Olympic journey.

A series of spots voiced by PEI businesses wishing the •	
growers success this harvest season as well as how 
important the potato industry is to their businesses.  
These include Fair Isle Ford, Reddin Equipment, BDO, 
and Fresh Media so far.

Additionally, once a week there will be a short two 
minute interview with Kirk and Kerri-Wynne from Ocean 
100 with someone from the staff or a grower on a topic 
relating to potatoes.  There is also the hope to get the 
morning crew from Hot 105.5 out to a potato farm during 
the main harvest.

Thank you to the growers who have kindly agreed to 
voice commercials for this campaign.  We have already 
been receiving a number of very positive comments from 
listeners who have heard the spots.  As noted, this is part 
of a larger effort over the next 12 to 18 months aimed at 
sharing with Islanders how important the potato industry 
is to the province as well as providing education and 
context on how growers are embracing environmental 
sustainability while producing nutritious and necessary 
food.
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Fall ReseaRCh touRs

AAFC Variety Trial Research Tour
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada hosted their annual 

tour of variety trials underway at their research farm 
in Harrington, PEI on August 29th.  A group of growers, 
potato breeders, and industry partners gathered to view 
results of the AAFC Accelerated Release Program as well as 
two variety trials sponsored by the PEI Potato Board and a 
variety trial under organic growing conditions.

Generally, the potatoes looked good with much lower 
incidence of scab than experienced in 2013.  The cultivars 
from the Accelerated Release Program include some new 
lines for 2014 as well as some evaluated in previous years.  
These included varieties aimed at the fresh market as well 
as varieties for chip and french fry production.  

AAFC also served as the trial site for varieties evaluated 
as part of the CHC National Cluster Research Project under 
Growing Forward 2.  This trial included lines from the 
AAFC breeding program as well as varieties from private 
breeders in the United States, Canada and the Netherlands.  
Additionally, seven varieties were evaluated as part of 
the Climate Zones Variety Evaluation project that the PEI 
Potato Board is conducting through the PEI Department 
of Agriculture and Forestry’s Applied Research Program.  
These varieties are also being evaluated under the 
growing conditions of four different climate zones in the 
United States.  Local growers will gain information on how 
these varieties perform under both Prince Edward Island 
conditions as well as getting an indication of how suitable 
they may be for export markets.

Full results of the AAFC trials will be shared at their 
annual variety evaluation day at the Fredericton Research 
Centre next February.  Results of the Board-led trials will 
be available early next year, and these trials will continue 
for the next three summers here on Prince Edward Island.

by Ryan Barrett, PEI Potato Board

Viewing the PEI Potato Board trials at the 
AAFC Research Farm in Harrington, PEI

Comparing three clones of Russet Burbank.   
Left to right the clones are from Idaho, PEI, and Colorado.

A sample of Electra, a yellow variety from Real Potatoes. 
Tuber sample is from three plants.
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Cavendish Farms Research Tour
Cavendish Farms’ Research Division held their annual 

research tour on September 2nd.  A large number of 
growers and industry partners were in attendance to view 
the research plot trials undertaken by Cavendish Farms, 
as well as highlighting some work being done in growers’ 
fields again this growing season.

Among the trials that Cavendish Farms is conducting 
this year are:

Evaluating mustard and buckwheat’s effect on •	
wireworm and Verticillium Wilt

Evaluating the efficacy of Capture (Bifenthrin) for •	
wireworm control

Evaluating the efficacy of Mocap (Ethoprop) for •	
wireworm and early dying complex

Evaluating foliar fertilizers from Yara and TKI•	

Comparing yield from different generations of seed •	
for Russet Burbanks and Goldrush varieties

Comparing different seed sources for Prospect•	

Evaluating varieties for fresh and processing•	

Evaluating the effect of Rejuvenate•	 TM 

Comparing the effect of different Nitrogen •	
application rates, sources, and timing of application 
on yield and specific gravity

Evaluating the effect of source and time of •	
application of Potassium

Evaluating the effect of different Sulphur sources on •	
common scab and yield

Comparing the efficacy of a number of different •	
seed piece treatment blends

Full results of these trials, as well as a number of in-
field trials, will be shared this winter and spring at grower 
meetings and in Potato Board publications.

Evaluating the effect of seed generation on yield and quality for 
the Prospect variety at the Cavendish Farms Research Tour.

William Hardy and Zenaida Ganga from the Cavendish Farms 
Research Division reviewing their trial looking at the effect of sulphur.

A number of different fresh and processing varieties under 
evaluation at Cavendish Farms Research Division.A quadcopter aerial remote vehicle in operation.

Following lunch there was a display of the use of a 
quadcopter remote aerial vehicle for use in evaluating 
colour variation in potato foliage for research purposes.
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The Canadian Fertilizer Institute and their Farming 4R 
Island program partners hosted a tour of a number of 
their 2014 trials on September 18th in Central PEI.  Steve 
Watts of Genesis Crop Systems, consulting agronomist for 
the 4R Program in PEI, organized the tour which visited 4R 
in-field trials on the farms of three participating growers 
as well as a Phosphorous Saturation Study trial conducted 
by Dr. Judith Nyiraneza of AAFC and the Kensington North 
Watershed.  The day also included a presentation by Dr. 
David Burton from Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture on 
research being done at improving soil testing to accurately 
assess true nitrate levels in soil.

The results of 4R demonstration farms on Prince 
Edward Island are proving that producers, consumers 
and the environment benefit when new practices, such 
as following the 4R Nutrient Stewardship program, make 
sure nutrients are staying where they are placed. The goal 
of the program is simple—helping to ensure producers 
apply fertilizer using the right source, right rate, right time 
and right place methodology. 

PEI was the first province to sign on to the program, 
which is spearheaded by the Canadian Fertilizer Institute. 
The Island partners include the Department of Agriculture 
and Forestry, PEI Federation of Agriculture, the PEI Potato 
Board and the Kensington North Watershed Association.

Last year, 5 demonstration trials were conducted in PEI 
as part of the Farming 4R Island program.  This year, the 
trials have expanded to 13 demonstrations with plenty of 
interest from the farming community. The demonstration 
farms are intended to compare various 4R best 
management practices with practices currently popular 
among members of the PEI potato industry. Quad copters 
during the tour provided aerial footage of the 2014 4R 
demonstration sites. In the next year, the project has plans 
to utilize drones, which will provide high resolution aerial 

Above:  Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator with the 
PEI Potato Board examines potato tops from both the 
grower’s conventional fertilization program as well as 

the modified 4R fertilization program.

Below:  Growers and industry partners gather at Hilltop 
Produce in Shamrock to view phosphorous trials 

under the supervision of AAFC and the Kensington 
North Watershed Group.

data to help examine performance in 4R demonstration 
crops, providing data to aid in making better business 
decisions and sustainable farming practices. 

Steve Watts highlighted that more research needs to 
be done on developing science-based techniques to 
reduce nutrients in groundwater, adding the 4R program 
is an important component. Results have been extremely 
encouraging from last year’s studies and preliminary test 
digs indicate that similar results are certainly possible for 
the 2014 evaluations. “All of the test fields to date have 
showed increased yields both in weight and quality after 
implementing 4R recommendations,” explains Watts.

4R Nutrient Stewardship Farm Tour
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In the last couple of years, expanding the presence of 
Prince Edward Island Potatoes on social media has been 
a growing priority for the Board.  Social media provides 
an opportunity to build brand awareness among those 
who perhaps are unfamiliar with PEI Potatoes while also 
building customer loyalty with consumers who have been 
consistent buyers of our products.  Marketing through 
social media can sometimes be seen as hard to quantify, 
as it is more about building a relationship with our 
customers than presenting them with a direct purchase 
opportunity; nonetheless, our marketing team are always 
looking for ways to turn brand awareness into purchase 
decisions.

As with any marketing program, it is important to have 
an ability to measure the reach of our message to know 
if our efforts are having the desired impact.  Recently, 
Board staff were presented with some metrics on social 
media engagement and reach by Fresh Media, our social 
marketing and graphic design partner.  They recently 
completed an 11 month contract focusing on growing 
and improving our reach on social media and were able to 
present some of the following statistics and key learnings 
from their experience in the last year.

Facebook

Facebook continues to be the social 
media platform which gives us the 
greatest reach and the highest levels 
of engagement with consumers.  In 

the past eleven months, our number of “likes” (those who 
have chosen to follow us on Facebook) has grown from 
4,759 people to 8,249 people, a growth of 73%.  A large 
number of these new followers were attracted to like 
us through a series of “Like and Share” contests where 
we gave away a relatively low value prize like winning 
Potatoes For A Year or grocery store gift cards.  For a 
small prize investment we gained a large number of new 
followers who now regularly see posts by PEI Potatoes in 
their news feed.  Our most popular contest (Win Potatoes 

For A Year) was shared 1,575 times and broadened our 
reach dramatically.

In total, over 47,000 people (or 143/day) engaged with 
us on Facebook in the last eleven months.  During this 
time, our posts reached over 700,000 unique Facebook 
users, equivalent to over 2,000 people per day viewing our 
content.  We were able to see that 76% of our audience 
on Facebook is female and 53% of those that like us are 
between 35 and 64 years old, so we are clearly reaching 
our target audience.  

Twitter

Our number of followers on Twitter 
also increased substantially in the past 
eleven months, increasing from 1,484 
followers to 3,300 followers in that time 

(a 122% increase).  As with Facebook, our biggest spike in 
engagement as well as new followers was as a result of 
small contests to win potato-related prizes.  That being 
said, we also saw spikes of engagement on Twitter when 
Heather Moyse was winning gold in Sochi last February 
as well as when we engaged with other influential people 
such as food and lifestyle bloggers, chefs, and other media 
personalities.  

Twitter provides an ability to directly engage with people 
you’ve never met in a way that most other social media 
do not enable.  Twitter also reaches a somewhat younger 
demographic than those that like us on Facebook, so our 
team tailors our messaging and content according to the 
social medium that we are using.

Direct Email Marketing

Another component of our marketing 
efforts has been using the database of 
email addresses that we have built over 
the last few years to share recipes and 

helpful hints about potatoes with our fans and direct 
them to more PEI Potatoes content on our social media 

PeI Potatoes oN soCIal MeDIa: 
Measuring our engagement and Reach
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www.phillipsagri.ca

 Pioneer Seed Dealer for PEI
 Your source for industry leading Pioneer brand

   Corn, Soybean, Canola and Winter Wheat seed.
 State of the art seed treatment system for local 

   in season custom seed applied insecticides,
   fungicides and pre-inoculation.

Contact us today at:
Phone: 902-892-1275

SERVICES

Wireworm control options 
including seed treatments 

and cover crops.

pages or on our website.  We have almost 28,000 email 
addresses in our list and in the last year we sent out six 
issues of our PEI Potato Pantry e-newsletter to this list.  Our 
rates of recipients opening our emails or clicking through 
to content in the newsletter was at or above industry 
averages with low numbers of “unsubscribes.”  This will be 
an ongoing component in our marketing plan as we look 
at ways of continuing to grow our list.  Anyone can sign 
up to receive this periodic newsletter by clicking on the 
Potato Pantry sign up button on the top right hand corner 
of the PEI Potatoes website.

What Next?

Based on key learnings from the last 
year in terms of what types of content 
produce the most engagement, Fresh 
Media and Board staff will continue 

to refine and improve efforts to expand our reach and 
engagement levels via Facebook and Twitter.  We have 
also refurbished and grown our presence on Pinterest, 
a social media site where people “pin” and share photos 
and links that they find interesting.  Pinterest tends to be 
very popular among young females and is particularly 
popular among those interested in finding new recipes 

and culinary creations.  

Additionally, there is a plan to respond to demand from 
those that follow us on social media to help inform them 
when Prince Edward Island Potatoes are available for sale 
in their local area.  We are looking into a way to close that 
sales loop through social media by sharing directly with 
consumers that PEI Potatoes are on sale in their province 
with the hope of driving sales of potatoes.  We are hoping 
to launch this feature this fall through Facebook as well 
as potentially through our email database.  Stay tuned for 
more details as we get into the main marketing season 
after harvest.

Masthead of the PEI Potato Pantry Consumer E-Newsletter
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator          (902) 314-1607           bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

The growing season of 2014 on PEI has been another 
year featuring a wide variety of weather.  The month of 
July was dry in most parts of the province and put our 
potato crop under some stress, but the crop seems to have 
responded to the moisture that came in August. Overall, 
foliar diseases were minimal this year and hopefully that 
will lead to a quality crop in storage this year.

The Department of Agriculture & Forestry and industry 
partners invited senior management from the Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) of Health Canada 
to Prince Edward Island to meet with growers and industry 
representatives to discuss how wireworm is an urgent 
and serious issue for Island farmers.  Representatives from 
PMRA were on the Island on September 9th and 10th and 
a number of meetings with grower groups were held. They 
toured a number of farms and field trials as well viewing 
a number of pieces of equipment to better understand 
how some of the crop protectants are used.  The group 
was very interested in the number of research trials that 
are taking place on grower’s farms and the wide variety of 
different projects that are currently under way.

Many growers have planted brown mustard this year as 
part of their rotation as well as including it in a number 
of field trials.  The goal of including the mustard in the 
rotation is to help provide disease and insect control as 
well as building soil organic matter through incorporation 
as a green manure. As I have travelled around the province 
this summer, I have seen many different incorporation 
methods, different varieties of mustard, a variety of soil 
moisture levels at incorporation and many different 
planting and incorporation dates. This strategy is just one 
tool in the toolbox that we have and as some of the results 
from this past growing season come back we will have to 
work to refine the method for this strategy.

The Aphid Alert program wrapped up for the 2014 
season in early September. I want to thank all growers 
that participated in the program this year.  Overall, aphid 
numbers were lower through the whole summer than 
our long term average. The true impact of the aphid 
population will be known as the post harvest virus results 
come back later this fall.

In mid-September, Steve Holland was back on PEI and 
gave a presentation on bruise management for potato 
growers. Steve has been on PEI a few times over the last 
five years and reviewed some of the information that all 
growers should incorporate in their operation. Steve’s 
presentation on bruise management was recorded this 
time and a video is available.  Let me know if you are 
interested in seeing this video.  All the best for a successful 
storage and marketing season.

Dr. Christine Norohna (right) touring representatives of  
PMRA around her wireworm control plots in Canoe Cove, PEI

Mowing a field of brown mustard  
as part of a wireworm control program
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syngenta Canada Renews support  
for PeI watershed Projects

Syngenta Canada is renewing a $25,000 commitment in 
support of work carried out by two Prince Edward Island 
watershed associations – Bedeque Bay Environmental 
Management Association and Kensington North 
Watersheds Association. The support from Syngenta is 
taking place as part of the company’s Good Growth Plan 
initiative.

“Over the last few years, we have worked with both the 
Bedeque Bay and Kensington North organizations on 
projects that recognize the importance of and support the 
stewardship of these watersheds and we are very pleased 
to be able to extend our partnership,” said Chris Davison, 
Head, Corporate Affairs, with Syngenta Canada.

Projects to date have focused on reducing field run-off 
and improving biodiversity by planting natural buffer 
strips, as well as restoring river and stream habitats. 
Projects that will be supported in 2014-2015 with the 
new funding from Syngenta include restoration of a fish 
passage, work with rural landowners on biodiversity 
enhancement plans and riparian habitat restoration.

“Bedeque Bay Environmental Management Association 
is excited to continue this important partnership with 
Syngenta,” said Tracy Brown, Executive Director of the 
Association. “A vital component of our projects is the 
ongoing collaboration with landowners to implement 
conservation projects that will provide long-term 
protection, restoration and enhancement of Prince 

Edward Island aquatic ecosystems.”

“Farming is a huge part of the economy and culture 
of the Kensington North area,” says Kensington North 
Watersheds Executive Director, Barry Murray. “We are 
keen to work with agricultural stakeholders including 
Syngenta and local farmers on a variety of issues, from fish 
and wildlife habitat improvement to nitrate management 
to weather stations. We get a lot more done by working 
together on issues of common interest.”

Davison notes that The Good Growth Plan was launched 
in September 2013 by Syngenta to help address major 
food security and sustainability challenges. The Good 
Growth Plan includes six commitments that Syngenta has 
set for itself: 

•	 	 Making	 crops	 more	 efficient:	 by	 increasing	
average productivity of the world’s major crops 
by 20 percent without using more land, water or 
inputs

•	 	 Rescuing	 more	 farmland:	 globally,	 improving	
the fertility of 10 million hectares of farmland on 
the brink of degradation

•	 Helping	 biodiversity	 flourish:	 enhancing	
biodiversity on 5 million hectares of farmland

•	 	Empowering	smallholders:	reaching	20	million	
smallholders and enabling them to increase 
productivity by 50 percent

•		Helping	people	stay	safe:	training	20	million	farm	
workers on labour safety, especially in developing 
countries

•	 Looking	 after	 every	 worker:	 striving	 for	 fair	
labour conditions throughout our entire supply 
chain network

“These partnerships and projects are great examples of 
how different constituencies and perspectives, be they 
rural, urban, agricultural, environmental or others, can 
and need to come together in pursuit of common goals, 
such as promoting and protecting biodiversity,” Davison 
said.
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A long time processor of Prince Edward Island potatoes, 
Keybrand Foods of Charlottetown recently underwent 
a large expansion to their operation.  After purchasing 
the former Seaman’s bottling plant in the West Royalty 
Business Park, Keybrand Foods now has approximately 
double the space as in their old location on Schurman 
Street.  

Keybrand Foods is the successor to the legacy begun 
by the Johnston family through their Johnston Homestyle 
Products brand that has been produced on Prince Edward 
Island since the late 1950s.  These Johnston Homestyle 
brand names are still being produced now as part of 
Keybrand Foods, a company with national reach and two 
additional processing plants in Canada.  The Charlottetown 
plant produces products destined primarily for retail and 
food service customers in Atlantic Canada.

According to Randy Johnston, General Manager of the 
Charlottetown facility, the association with Keybrand 
Foods has allowed their business to flourish to the point 
where they are the number one supplier of pre-made 
salads such as potato salad and coleslaw in Canada.  At the 
same time, they have focused their efforts on producing 
the highest quality final product that they can make while 
leaving the ingredient preparation to trusted suppliers.  
The company used to peel and prepare potatoes and other 
vegetables themselves at one point but early in the 2000s 
they sold that facility and now purchased peeled and 

diced potatoes supplied by Garden Isle Farms.  Keybrand 
purchases over 2.3 million pounds of raw potato product 
per year for their lines of potato salads, with Goldrush 
being the most commonly used variety.

The majority of potato salad, macaroni salad, coleslaw, 
and other prepared salads made in Charlottetown go 
to retailers like Sobeys and Loblaws, but there are also 
significant sales to foodservice distributors as well 
as national chain restaurants.  Approximately 60% of 
production is sold under their own brand names, while the 
remaining is sold under private labels for their customers.  
Randy adds that about 35% of their total sales are potato-
based and that they are proud to be a purchaser and 
processor of Prince Edward Island potatoes.  In total, 
Keybrand Foods sells over 6.5 million pounds of finished 
product each year from their Charlottetown facility.

A major advancement in their operation has been a 
commitment to food safety.  Quality assurance staff are on 
site and active every day, with every lot of finished product 
subjected to food safety tests before they are shipped out 
to customers across the region.  Most products can now 
be made one day and then shipped out the next day after 
a full battery of testing is complete.  The Charlottetown 
facility is busiest during the summer months, having up to 
30 employees at times of peak production.  Approximately 
20 employees work at the facility on a year-round basis.

Potato salaD PRouDlY MaDe IN PeI 
a Profile of Keybrand Foods, Charlottetown

A sample of products produced under the Johnston’s 
Homestyle Products brand at Keybrand.

A view of the salad packaging line, where individual  
containers of pre-made salads are packaged for distribution.

By Ryan Barrett, PEI Potato Board
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PEI Tablestock Weekly Call
The first weekly PEI Tablestock grower conference call 
will be held on Thursday, October 30th at 12:30 pm.  
This call is a good opportunity to get an update on 
pricing and product movement in the marketplace.

The toll-free number to dial to access the call is 1-888-
289-4573 and the participant code is 7299908#.

If you do not already get the weekly market update, 
please contact Mark Phillips, Market Information 
Officer, at (902) 892-6551 or mark@peipotato.org.

Canadian Tablestock Conference Call
The Canadian Tablestock Conference Call is held every 
second Monday at 12:30 pm.  All growers and dealers 
are invited to participate.  The call is chaired by Kevin 
MacIsaac of the United Potato Growers of Canada.  To 
access the call, dial 1-877-394-5901 and the participant 
code is 8067446.  To find out about the next scheduled 
call, feel free to contact the Board at (902) 892-6551.
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Half Your Plate is the new healthy living marketing initiative by 
the Canadian Produce Marketing Association (CPMA) aimed at 
empowering Canadians of all ages to eat more fruits and veggies. 
The initiative, which was soft-launched in April 2014 at the annual 
convention, will be rolled out over the course of the year in Canada. 
The message is very simple: “Make the healthy choice! Fill half your 
plate with fruits and vegetables.”  The consumer takeaway is of course 
maintaining good health, while the industry takeaway is increased 
consumption.

This will replace the 5 to 10 a Day, Mix it up, and other former 
consumption campaigns from the past. As well, this program will 
coincide with the USDA’s Choose My Plate program which has 
achieved a high profile in the USA.  

Half Your Plate is a multi-tiered program that will take into account the 
critical stakeholders: consumers, the produce industry, government, 
schools, media, retail and foodservice, among others. What makes this 
program particularly exciting is the health professional partners that 
have signed on to endorse the program. Half Your Plate is endorsed by 
the Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA), the Canadian Cancer 
Society, and the Heart and Stroke Foundation. These groups bring 
influence, knowledge and credibility to this program, a very exciting 
development.

The logo is simple, easy to identify, and colorful. The materials are 
currently being developed, but many assets are already complete. 
This is a long-term consumption project that is an beneficial venture 
for the potato industry as well. Potatoes, which we sometimes have a 
difficult task of reminding consumers that they are indeed a vegetable, 
will be a part of this program. We will be providing the CPMA with 
recipes, food shots, and nutrition information, which will help keep us 
top-of-mind in the program. This also helps us to share online content 
such as recipes with other produce groups, which in turn gives us a 
higher profile with these groups which sometimes get overlooked in 
our marketing efforts. We will look into including the Half Your Plate 
logo on our new PEI Potatoes packaging to strengthen that message 
as well. 

As information becomes available, we will share it with PEI potato 
packers.  If you are interested in using the logo on your own packaging, 
please contact me for the proper forms. 

halF YouR Plate: 
Getting Canadians to eat More Fruit & Vegetables!

By Kendra Mills, Marketing Director, PEI Potato Board

The Half Your Plate Program can be 
viewed and shared at:

halfyourplate.ca

/halfyourplate

@halfyourplate

Scalloped Potatoes with Chicken and Fennel



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsSeptember - October 2014 19

loCal Fall MaRKetING eVeNts

The PEI Potatoes booth at Farm Day in the City, 
held in downtown Charlottetown on Sept 28th.

Tate and General Manager Greg Donald were 
busy making new friends on Farm Day in the City!

Vernon Campbell (left) showing a group of chefs where PEI 
Potatoes come from on the Shellfish Festival product tour.

Chef Chuck Hughes addressing a sold out crowd at  
Toe Taps & Taters on Sept 26th at the Potato Museum in O’Leary

The main course at Toe Taps & Taters was Island beef served 
with potato wrapped potatoes and mixed vegetables!

One of the fun activities that engaged everyone at Toe Taps & Taters 
was a potato decorating contest, yielding some elaborate creations!
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With harvest underway in most parts of the country, 
Canadian production of fresh potatoes is expected to be 
almost identical to last year, in the range of 25.8 million 
cwt. Prince Edward Island, the largest grower of table 
spuds, will likely gather in 7.7 million cwt from the fields. 
Overall, Canada’s fresh supply should be reasonably well 
matched to existing demand, resulting in a positive level 
of pricing. 

At press time in Eastern Canada, packing is only being 
done on a limited scale in PEI and NB with pricing at 
$2.25 to $2.50/10 lb bag. Quebec reports a fairly large size 
profile, generating a good volume of chefs but with yields 
that are not above average. Recommended Federation 
price is $2.65/10 lb on whites and $3.50/10 lb on reds and 
yellows. There is virtually no export to the US at this time 
from Quebec. 

Ontario has been storing potatoes for some time 
and reports a nice quality crop. Recommended price is 
$2.65/10 lb with some ads being featured at $2.00. Most 
of these are loss leaders at the chain store levels. 

Fresh harvest in Manitoba is over 50% complete and 
table yields are above average. Red A’s are priced at 
$16.00/cwt and red B’s at $28-$30.00/cwt. It is important 
to note that most areas in the country have a large size 
profile on reds this year so red B’s should be priced at a 
premium. 

Alberta pricing comes in at around $17.00/cwt. British 
Columbia is well into their harvest and shipping season. 
Loose tens are priced around $2.85 and cartons at 
$17.25/50 lbs. Prices are lower than last year due to import 
pressure from Washington State.

South of the border, Idaho’s fresh shipments are expected 
to reach 33 million cwt for the 2014 crop, a quantity 

exceeding the fresh volume from all of the provinces in 
Canada combined. The market is being oversupplied 
weekly, resulting in severe losses to growers and shippers 
(GRI of $4.03). Early digs report high tuber counts with a 
resulting size profile that is below average. 

One positive note is that fryers will need to procure 
extra spuds in Idaho to replace a short fall in the Columbia 
Basin. Fresh pricing in the Columbia Basin is similarly below 
cost of production (predicted GRI of $3.62). An additional 
burden is that freight rates out of the Basin have increased 
exponentially. Following patterns established in previous 
years, both Colorado and Wisconsin continue to price 
their 2014 crop in a positive manner, with current GRI’s 
above the $7.00 level.

In summary, the fresh crop in Canada is very manageable. 
When it comes time to ship in earnest, packers should 
decouple from those areas under price pressure – this 
does not need to be a race to the bottom. In comparison 
to other years, fryers will need to move considerable raw 
out of the fresh channel. Finally, while the crop in Europe is 
large, it also takes considerable freight to move it to needy 
markets. Keep safe and good luck with your harvest.

by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, UPGC

Fresh Market update
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Prince Edward Island Canada

2014 2013 2012 2014 2013 2012

Russet Burbank 2,225 3,525 4,446 11,615 13,420 15,319

Goldrush 1,470 2,223 2,270 4,419 5,017 4,975

Eva 1,198 850 469 1,238 894 504

Shepody 793 798 966 1,758 1,820 2,253

Superior 780 998 2,117 1,379 1,769 2,789

Atlantic 709 855 827 2,309 2,752 3,159

Kennebec 504 818 948 941 1,317 1,504

Norland 494 380 343 1,948 1,902 1,882

Ranger Russet 403 306 269 1,438 1,156 1,018

Yukon Gem 384 321 N/A 408 353 N/A

Yukon Gold 303 338 832 846 1,087 1,633

Innovator 262 331 269 1,029 1,549 1,403

AC Chaleur 247 504 813 547 808 1,153

Sifra 183 124 N/A 287 232 N/A

Dakota Pearl 170 245 593 594 805 1,247

Classic Russet 156 212 N/A 278 319 N/A

Chieftain 121 222 390 1,000 1,260 1,517

All Other Varieties 3,049 4,415 5,617 17,913 21,289 21,704

Total All Varieties 13,451 17,465 21,169 49,947 57,749 62,639

2014 entered seed acreage
Information provided by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency as of September 15 each year.  Expressed in acres.

In PEI, Russet Burbank acreage has decreased by 1,300 in just one year.  Many of the traditional varieties such as •	
Superior, Kennebec, Atlantic, and Chieftain saw notable decreases in acreage.

Entered seed acreage is down in PEI and across the country for the third year in a row; however, the amount of seed •	
sold per year in Prince Edward Island has not fluctuated greatly in the past few years, so this may simply indicate that 
fewer growers are entering seed that is less likely to be eventually sold as seed.

Other varieties with Canadian entered seed acreage over 200 acres:  Bintje, Dark Red Chieftain, Envol, Granola, Milva, •	
Red Pontiac, Sangre, Satina, Snowden, Umatilla Russet.

Additional Notes:
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Your business  
decisions require the  
most accurate information. 

Ag World  
     provides it. 

www.AgInspections.com 

Ag World provides independent 
agricultural inspections for potato 
growers and processors. 
Ag World Support Systems  
Contact Warren Henninger 
whenninger@AgInspections.com 
(509)760-2662 

2014 Potato Blossom Festival awards
PEI Potato Ambassador

The 2014 PEI Potato Ambassador is Bray Smallman of Knutsford.  
The daughter of Jason and Aldene Smallman, Bray is a second year 
student in the B. Sc. (Agr) program at Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture 
majoring in Environmental Studies.  She has been around the potato 
industry her entire life and proved very knowledgeable about issues 
facing the potato industry when applying for this award.  Bray is 
extremely personable and will have no problem talking about the 
potato industry with members of the public in the coming year.  

Bray graduated from Westisle in 2013 on the Principal’s List while 
receiving a number of other awards for academic excellence.  She 
has been active in her community and her church and is a strong 
proponent for the role of agriculture in both her local community as 
well as in broader society.

As PEI Potato Ambassador, Bray receives a bursary from the PEI 
Potato Board as well as a bursary from the Evangeline - Central Credit 
Union.  Congratulations Bray!

David (left) and Bobby Harris (centre) from Harris Bros. in O’Leary 
received Potato Producer of the Year honours, presented by  

PEI Potato Board General Manager Greg Donald (right).   

Potato Producer of the Year

PEI Potato Board AGM
Friday, November 21st, 2014  

Delta Prince Edward in Charlottetown
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Stadium Post-Harvest Fungicide Helps Tubers 
Stay Healthy in Storage
(Guelph, ON - August 6th, 2014) Syngenta Canada Inc. is 
pleased to introduce Stadium post-harvest fungicide, 
a new quality preservation tool for potatoes during 
storage. When used as part of a full-season, integrated 
disease prevention program, Stadium helps prevent the 
spread of two devastating storage diseases, silver scurf 
and Fusarium dry rot.

“Crop loss during storage can be severe,” says Eric 
Phillips, Product Lead, Fungicides and Insecticides, 
Syngenta Canada. “Stadium helps preserve tuber quality 
after harvest by controlling the spread of economically 
significant storage diseases.”  

While storage diseases are not curable, pathogens can 
be controlled by limiting the spread of infection from 
diseased to healthy tubers. Stadium is unique in that it is 
powered by three active ingredients: fludioxonil (Group 
12), azoxystrobin (Group 11) and difenoconazole (Group 
3) for the control of Fusarium and suppression of silver 
scurf. 

Fusarium (Fusarium spp.) is a seed- and soil-borne fungus 
that can spread rapidly in storage. Fusarium dry rot occurs 
in newly harvested tubers when they are wounded and 
come into contact with the fungus. The disease enters the 
tuber at the injury point and, if left untreated, can cause 
excessive rotting of the tuber tissue. 

Silver scurf (Helminthosporium solani) is both seed- 
and soil-borne, with seed-borne silver scurf being 
more prevalent. Seed-borne silver scurf can spread in a 
manner similar to Fusarium – through contaminated soil, 
equipment and debris. 

Appropriate storage conditions are an important part 
of disease management. In their absence, poor storage 
conditions can encourage disease to spread from infected 
to healthy tubers and tuber quality may be compromised 
due to skin blemishes and excessive shrinkage caused by 
water loss. 

Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs) in potato products 
for export to a number of countries outside of North 
America have been established for the active ingredients 
in Stadium; however, they are not harmonized with North 

American levels. Prior to application, growers are advised 
to check with their potato buyer regarding Stadium use. 
It should also be noted that Stadium is not registered for 
use on seed potatoes. 

New ‘Focus on Potato’ Webcast Addresses 
Fungicide Resistance and Management

 While weed resistance issues have been grabbing many 
headlines over the past few years, fungicide resistance 
has become an increasingly important issue this growing 
season - and likely for future growing seasons if sound 
resistance management practices are not adopted. 

 In the latest ‘Focus on Potato’ presentation, Barry 
Jacobsen, Professor of Plant Pathology at Montana State 
University helps potato growers, consultants, agribusiness 
personnel and others associated with the potato industry 
in North America to understand and manage problems 
associated with fungicide resistance. 

INDustRY uPDates
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 This presentation, titled “Managing Fungicide Resistance in Potato” 
specifically covers: 

•		Different	fungicide	modes	of	action	currently	registered	for	US	
potato crops

•		The	risks	of	developing	fungicide	resistance

•		Practices	to	minimize	the	development	of	fungicide	resistance	
problems in production fields

This 38-minute presentation is open access through November 2014. 
Other presentations in the Focus on Potato resource can be viewed at www.
plantmanagementnetwork.org/fop.

Potato Quality Institute improving productivity to help Island potato 
farmers

 The Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, on behalf of 
the Honourable Rob Moore, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency), and PEI Minister of Agriculture and Forestry George Webster 
announced combined funding of $18,210 for the PEI Potato Quality Institute 
to purchase new innovative testing equipment.

Trimble® AgGPS® Autopilot™
Automated guidance with one inch 

repeatability from planting to harvest.

Cellular or Radio RTK networks available in 
PEI, NB and NS.

Steer your planter and hiller with any of 
these systems: Steerable Axles, Orthman 
Coulters, Sunco AcuraTrak, Side Shift and  

3 pt hitch Navigators.

For more information please contact:
Will MacNeill (902) 856-2638

Atlantic Precision Agri Services Inc.
(902) 859-3126 

www.atlanticprecision.ca
Digging russets in Meadowbank, PE 

in October 2014
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PEI Potato Quality Institute has purchased a Q1Axcel 
System, which will enable them to improve laboratory 
productivity of essential testing services for Island Potato 
producers. This system will minimalize manual handling 
during the testing process and dramatically diminish 
testing time, giving producers faster and more accurate 
results.  “The QIAxcel system will help to improve the 
turnaround time of PCR results, in a timelier manner, so that 
the PEI potato growers can meet potential export market 
requirements,” notes Pat Quilty, Operations Manager, PEI 
Potato Quality Institute

The Government of Canada, through ACOA’s Business 
Development Program, provided funding of $13,210 to 
support the purchase of new equipment. The Government 
of Prince Edward Island through the Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry provided an additional $5,000 
through Growing Forward 2.

 “Our Government understands that the region’s 
primary sectors play a key role in strengthening the local 
economy. Our support for the PEI Potato Quality Institute 
is an investment in innovation and in our primary sectors, 
allowing them to remain competitive in the global 
marketplace,” added Minister Shea.
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

October 2014

Oct 24-26 Potato Marketing Association
  Fresh Summit   
  Anaheim, CA

Oct 30  Out of This World - Keynote  
  Address by Col. Chris Hadfield 
  Confederation Centre of the Arts, 
  Charlottetown, PEI

November 2014

Nov 11  PMANA Fall Meeting 
  Las Vegas, NV

Nov 12-13 Canada/USA Potato Meeting 
  Washington, D.C. 

Nov 21  PEI Potato Board AGM 
  Delta Prince Edward, 
  Charlottetown, PEI

December 2014

Dec 4  PAA Seed Certification 
  Section Meeting 
  Louisville, KY

Dec ?  Potato Processing Committee  
  AGM 
  Charlottetown, PE

January 2015

Jan 7-9  NPC Potato Expo 
  Orlando, FL 
  

Who are you
following

on Twitter?
Each issue, we’ll note a few Twitter accounts that  

you could be following to keep on top of  
all the latest in potatoes/agriculture!

@nathan_ching
Nathan Ching from Black Pond Farms, Souris, PE

@StaffPGA
Potato Growers of Alberta 

@chadspud
Chad Robertson of Marvyn’s Gardens,  

Munn’s Road, PE

@potatobusiness
Potato Business, home of international 

potato industry magazines
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BATHURST 
506 548-9871

BLOOMFIELD 
902 853-3003 

CHARLOTTETOWN
902 894-7329 

MONCTON
506 852-4545 

Limited stock.
Atlantic Cat is offering this program to make room for new arrivals! 
Call us today for all the details.

*  Certain conditions apply. Valid until October 31st, 2014 or until stock runs out. Offer valid in Atlantic Cat branches only. 
Price is based on the Challenger base model MT600D. Subject to change without notice. Taxes and transport extra.
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Special Manufacturer Discounts 
WITH LOWER INTEREST RATE!
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