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Controlling potato diseases such as early blight, white mould and 
Rhizoctonia black scurf can be a complex job. That’s why we 
developed new SercadisTM fungicide. With consistent continuous 
control of key diseases and highly systemic activity, Sercadis enables 
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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

What a difference one year can make.  Between the massive amount of snow and issues 
in the potato industry in 2015, it was quite a year.  Although this is now behind us, I am 
confident that most will not forget what last year was like.  The activities around the 
Board table are certainly different in 2016.  Time and resources that had been dedicated 
to a few issues are now being spent on issues that had to take a back seat.  We are looking 
forward to spending more time on issues that will help our industry move forward in a positive way.

Prince Edward Island’s potato industry was host to a successful Potato Expo in February 2016.  It was very well attended 
and the quality of speakers provided another learning opportunity for us.  I congratulate the organizers for a job well 
done.

In March, our industry had an opportunity to listen to people very knowledgeable about wireworm.  The number 
of growers in attendance that day strongly indicated how potato farmers are concerned about wireworm and the 
devastating potential this pest can have on our crops.  Farmers are looking for answers and it was positive to hear 
about some possible solutions to reducing the impact.  It is always a good news story when the federal and provincial 
governments can partner with our industry to move it forward, and the Wireworm Research and Extension Seminar is 
a good example of this collaboration.   I also want to thank the Board’s Ryan Barrett for his role in making this event 
happen.

Your Directors continue to work with the provincial government regarding 
environmental issues and finding solutions that will allow a better working 
relationship.  One example is the number of environmental officers carrying 
guns when visiting farms.  Prior to this spring, only one officer didn’t carry a 
gun when visiting farms.  This will be increased by three this year, while there 
will also be a new way of doing business with environmental officers that will 
prioritize environmental protection and compliance rather than charges.

As I have indicated in previous reports, I continue to encourage you to reach 
out to your Board representative or myself if you have any issues or concerns 
that we should be made aware of.  If we don’t know about it, we can’t address 
it.

During the upcoming planting season, I wish everyone all the best, with 
the main focus on staying safe.  I hope this season will afford us a market 
and a price that we all deserve.  I leave you with the following quote:  “When 
you wake up every day, you have two choices.  You can either be positive or 
negative; an optimist or a pessimist.  I choose to be an optimist.  It’s all a matter 
of perspective.”
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Potato BoaRD News
Report on the 2016 Canadian Horticultural 
Council AGM

A key event attended each year by Potato Board 
staff and potato grower representatives is the Annual 
General meeting of the Canadian Horticultural Council.  
The 2016 AGM was held in Ottawa from March 8-10.  It 
is an opportunity to meet with colleagues form across 
the country and attend meetings with senior CFIA and 
AAFC staff to provide input into changes that may be in 
the planning stages and responses to current issues and 
announcements.  There was representation from the PEI 
potato, berry and horticultural sectors.  Three of our four 
MP’s were present at the opening reception and Minister 
of Agriculture Laurence MacAulay spoke at this event. 
Among the meetings and events attended, there was a 
lot of key updates to pass along:

Canadian Seed Potato Sub-Committee Meeting:

Updates were provided on PCN testing for the 2015 •	
Crop, Potato Wart, the status of a CFIA directive and 
regulatory changes regarding unregistered varieties,  
the reduction of PSTVd testing for nuclear stock, the 
USDA plan for a pilot project to certify private US labs 
for accreditation for BRR testing for importation of 
seed to Canada and the incidence of blackleg/Dickeya 
in the US.

The CFIA Cost Recovery Initiative was also discussed.  •	
A subcommittee was set up and met later in the 
week to begin to develop a strategy for the industry 
to respond to this initiative – the first step will be to 
gather data on current costs of our competitors for 
similar services. 

Issues were raised with current dealings with CFIA •	
operations branch  across the country.  We were 
informed that Operations Branch would be doing 
a consultation in the near future and all provinces 
should make sure that they are involved.

Canadian Potato Council:

Updates on a number of items including CFIA •	
involvement in NAPPO, the incidence and survey 
conducted to determine the incidence of Verticillium 

longisporum in canola fields, CFIA Potato Section 
staffing, reports from the Research Working Group, 
an update on the availability of Thimet Smart Box 
systems for 2016,  and updates from CFIA on various 
Plant Health issues.

Export Markets – Market updates were provided and •	
it was decided that each province would provide a list 
of their top 3 export market priorities by April 1, 2016.  
A national list would be provided and kept current 
with the Market Access Secretariat.

A presentation was made by CFIA on the development •	
of a CFIA Electronic Service Delivery Platform – this 
will affect how growers apply for certification and 
inspection – input was provided and we will have 
to keep an eye on this to provide further input as 
it moves along to keep it useful and responsive to 
grower needs.

The Potato Task Force which has been working •	
with CFIA to look at alternatives for shipping point 
inspection (after the SPTQMP was not accepted by 
the US) is preparing a final report which will be going 
to the Minister of Agriculture.

PMRA has released the results of their re-evaluation of •	
several pesticides recently.  This is part of their regular 
process of re-evaluation.  The most significant one 
right now for horticulture is chlorothalonil (Bravo).  
The current proposal includes a reduction in use in 
potatoes to one application per season, maximum 
application rate 1.2 kg a.i./ha.  This proposal also 
includes changes that impact other horticultural 
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crops.  A response will be coordinated through CHC 
and provincial organizations will be conducting 
surveys with growers to provide input.  Letters from 
Provincial organizations will also be encouraged.

A decision was made to proceed with the final •	
consultation in the process of gathering information 
to decide whether or not the potato industry should 
proceed with an application to form a National 
Research and Promotion Agency.

The CPC had just found out that approval was received •	
for the Agri-Marketing proposal for 2015-2018.  This 
covers some CPC activities and the Potatoes Canada 
activities in which PEI, NB and AB have committed to 
taking part.

A motion was passed at which the CPC supported •	
the idea of an extension of Plant Breeders Rights for 
Potatoes to 25 years.

Canadian Horticultural Council Committee meetings:

Labour Committee:•	   issues dealing with human 
resources training and the availability of farm labour 
through the Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program 
and the Temporary Foreign Workers Program were 
discussed.

Finance & Business Management Committee: •	 There 
were resolutions from this committee to propose 
changes to the Business Risk Managemen suite of 
programs ot increase their usefulness for growers – 
particularly AgriStabiilty and AgriInvest.

Trade & Marketing Committee: •	  presentations on the 
Market Access Secretariat at AAFC,  a presentation 
on the potential for a Clean Plant Network in Canada 
and a presentation on Financial Payment Protection 
for Produce Sellers by the Honourable Mark Eyking, 
MP Sydney-Victoria, Chair of the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on International Trade.  On 
Thursday, CHC learned that Ms. Tracey Ramsey, NDP 
MP for Essex in Ontario, tabled the following motion 
in the House of Commons:  that in the opinion of 
the House, the government should: (a) introduce a 
payment protection program for produce growers 
like the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act 
(PACA) in the United States that will allow sellers to 
maintain an ownership trust until payment has been 
received; (b) implement this payment protection 
program for produce growers by September 30, 
2016; (c) take immediate steps to negotiate with the 

United States to restore Canada’s privileged access 
under PACA, with the aim of restoring access by 
December 31, 2016.

Industry Standards and Food Safety Committee:  •	
presentations on CFIA and Biosecurity, an Overview 
of the Safe Food for Canadian Act and highlights of 
the CanadaGAP program from 2015.

Crop, Plant Protection and Environment •	
Committee:  a presentation by Dr. Margharita 
Conti, Director General of the Value Assessment 
and Re-Evaluation Management Directorate, Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency on changes 
they are making in response to a recent audit and 
concern that re-evaluation is not being conducted in 
a timely fashion and decisions to cancel registration 
are not being acted upon promptly.  A number of 
proposed decisions have been released recently as 
they work through a backlog that was caused by 
the federal election in the fall.  This was followed by 
a presentation by Dr. Tracy Shinners-Carnelley on 
the process that CHC will be following to respond 
these proposed decisions and the roles for provincial 
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growers’ organizations and growers in providing input 
and usage information.  Recent efforts by CHC and 
member organizations were successful in maintaining 
grower access to chemicals such as Linuron, mancozeb 
and Thimet.

Potato Committee: •	 Presentations and discussion were 
held on the process for Ministerial Exemptions, the 
Strategic Emergency Management Framework/Plant 
and Animal Health Strategy being developed by CFIA, 
and the AAFC Integrated Potato Project – an research 
project funded internally by AAFC.  John Bareman of 
AB and Brenda Simmons of PEI were reappointed to 
the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair respectively of 
the Potato Committee.

CHC AGM and the meeting of the Committee of the 
Whole:  

At these sessions, the financial statements and budget •	
were approved, committee reports were made 
and committee appointments were confirmed and 
resolutions were discussed and voted on.  There were 
many resolutions to lobby the federal government 
for changes to the Seasonal Agricultural Workers 
Program and Temporary Foreign Workers Program, 
and changes to the Business Risk Management Suite 
of Programs, among other items.

In the past there were many issues that were contentious 
between provinces, including grade standards, how BRR 
detections were handled, and other regulation changes.  
In issues under discussion at the CHC venue these days, 
most of the concern is staying up to date with various 
changes being made to programs and regulations within 
the various government departments and agencies.  

CHC and CPC need input from provincial grower 
organizations to prepare responses and to lobby 
government to ensure that changes are workable for 
growers and will protect the financial viability of our 
farms, enhance trade and will not place an undue cost 
burden on growers.

PEI Booth and Attendance at Fruit Logistica  
Trade Show in Berlin

With the Support of Trade Team PEI, the PEI Potato Board 
had a booth and trade representation at Fruit Logistica 
in Berlin, the world’s largest trade show for the fresh 
produce industry.  The objectives of the Prince Edward 

Island Potato Board were: 

1. To promote and raise/renew awareness of the 
PEI Potato Industry.

2. To identify new market opportunities for PEI seed 
and fresh potatoes and processed potato product.

3. To gather information, based upon respective 
government regulations, on the process to evaluate 
and trial PEI potato varieties as well as official 
country-specific variety registration databases. 

4. To identify market constraints and barriers 
related to the importation of Canadian potatoes. 

5. For industry delegation participants to explore 
new production and process equipment and 
technological advances adaptable to their 
respective organizations. 

 The event provides an excellent platform for business-
to-business contacts and professional networking. This 
year’s event showcased 2,981 exhibitors from 84 countries 
and broke previous years’ attendance records, with over 
70,000 trade visitors from 130 countries participating in 
the three day event. Fruit Logistica 2016 was attended by 
top-level decision-makers from all over the world. Eighty 
two (82) percent of the trade visitors were from outside 
of Germany. Nearly two thirds of the 70,000 trade visitors 
were from the EU, 9% from other European countries, 12% 
from North, South and Central America, 8% from Africa, 
5% from the Middle East and 3% from Asia. 

The level of decision makers among the trade visitors 
remained high. Some three quarters of the trade visitors 
hold senior positions in their companies. Exhibitors 
and exposition visitors praised Fruit Logistica 2016 as a 
prime opportunity to make contacts with wholesalers, 
retailers, and fruit and vegetable growers, importers, and 
exporters. 

The biggest trade visitor groups were fruit and vegetable 
growers, representatives from import/export businesses, 
followed by representatives from the wholesale and retail 
trade. 

The PEI Potato Board was represented at this event by 
Ellen Kouwenberg and David MacSwain as well as trade 
participants, including dealers Rollo Bay Holdings Ltd., 
W.P. Griffin Inc., D.I. Jenkins & Associates and grower David 
Francis. Contacts made were primarily from European and 
Middle Eastern countries. Buyer contacts were made from 
various countries, including Russia, Iran, Brazil, Azerbaijan 
and Dubai to name a few.
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Presentation on International Market Access for 
PEI Potatoes

The Senate of Canada’s Standing Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry has initiated a specific study on 
international market access priorities for the Canadian 
agricultural and agri-food sector, and on March 15th 
Assistant General Manager Brenda Simmons travelled to 
Moncton to present on behalf of the PEI potato industry.  
Brenda highlighted the importance of export markets 
for our industry (for all three sectors: seed, tablestock/
fresh potatoes for processing, as well as for processed 
potato products), and our interest in both developing 
new markets and in resolving access issues in existing 
markets. 

Agri-food exports from PEI (to markets outside of Canada) 
totalled $346 million in 2014/15, with fresh and processed 
potatoes representing $296 million or 86% of the total.   
The value of fresh and processed potato products exports 
increased by $41.3 million from 2012/13 to 2014/15 (the 
most recent year for which data is available), despite 
challenges in some of our markets.  Additional effort is 
needed to negotiate access for Canadian potatoes in 
some less mature markets that have higher potential 
for growth going forward.  Six senators, including PEI’s 
Senator Elizabeth Hubley, participated in the hearing, 
and the 90 minute presentation and discussion showed 
a high level of interest, knowledge and engagement on 
the part of the Committee members.  PEI’s Minister and 
Deputy Minister of Agriculture met with the Committee 
on the day prior to the Board’s presentation. 

Environmental Legislation/Regulation Review

The PEI Department of Communities, Land and 
Environment has launched an internal regulation review 
in early 2016.  The first piece of legislation slated for review 
is the Pest Control Act and regulations pertaining to it.  The 
Board was told the goals of the review were to determine 
if the legislation was effective, clear, based on science, not 
unnecessarily burdensome and to look at the risks of non-
compliance.  

A meeting has taken place between the Department 
and Board representatives to look at the results of the 
provincial review as well as recommendations for changes 
made by the Board over the past several years. All of 
the proposed areas for change are aimed at enhancing 

environmental protection and compliance with actions 
that safeguard the environment, while at the same 
time identifying language that is unclear or regulations 
that are not effective in the mandate to protect against 
environmental damage.

Some areas where it was agreed improvements and 
clarifications could be made centered around the areas of 
pesticide application records, storage facility requirements, 
and clarification and cleaning up the language in the 
section dealing with the requirements for transporting 
pesticide products.  Once changes are completed with 
the Pesticide Control Act and Regulations, the Department 
is planning to follow a similar process with other pieces of 
legislation and regulations.

Completion of Project Comparing PCR Testing 
Protocols

In 2015, CFIA introduced a new protocol or testing 
methodology for PCR testing for export markets.  The 
new Protocol 7.0 replaced the previously used Protocol 
5.0 and was to carry the benefits of reducing steps in the 
testing process, resulting in more cost efficient and timely 
test results.  Our industry lab, the Potato Quality Institute, 
found some difficulty in realizing the benefits of this new 
protocol in a commercial lab setting.    

A project was supported the PEI Potato Board and 
the PEI Growing Forward 2 Agriculture Research and 
Innovation Program to compare use of the new Protocol 
7.0 with testing completed with PCR Protocol 5.0 as well 
as the standard ELISA method.  Testing was completed 
using two export samples.  Test results should help lead 
to an improved testing methodology for 2016 that will be 
more accurate, cost effective and time efficient.



CREATIVE MAC ARTIST

PROOF #

ART DIR CLIENT

ACCT MGR PROD MGRCOPYWRITER SPELLCHECK

Client: BASF Hort
File Name: Forum_PEIPN_v1
Project Name: Forum Ads
Docket Number: 110202316
AD#: kenna_P4C_PEIPN_110202316_Forum

Publication: PEI Potato News
Page Position: FP
Live Area: 7.5” x 10”
Trim size: 8.5” x 11”
Bleed: 125”

CMYK

PMS

PMS

PMS

. Tawn V1. .

. . 02/01/16. .

S T U D I O

Thanks to its highly systemic, antisporulant activity, new Forum™ 
fungicide stops late blight and downy mildew in their tracks. It also 
prevents these devastating diseases from further infecting healthy 
plants. Forum’s convenient liquid formulation can also be applied 
pre-harvest in potatoes to signi�cantly reduce tuber rot in storage. 
For more information, contact your BASF retailer or call AgSolutions®  
Customer Care at 1-877-371-BASF (2273).

Stop disease and kill spores 
with new liquid Forum.

EASY 
HANDLING  

TO THE  
LAST DROP.

Always read and follow label directions.
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; FORUM is a trade-mark of BASF; all used with permission by BASF Canada Inc. © 2016 BASF Canada Inc.
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Tricor® DF. 
Broadleaf weed control for Canadian potato growers.

Tricor DF cares for your crops like 
you care for your crops.

Always read and follow label directions and precautions. Tricor® and UPI logo are trademarks of United Phosphorus, Inc. 
©February, 2016. UPI, 630 Freedom Business Center, King of Prussia, PA  19406. www.upi-usa.com.

Tricor DF herbicide is an enhanced formulation of metribuzin - the advanced broadleaf weed control that North  
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2016 wireworm 
Research &  
extension seminar

by Ryan Barrett 
Research & Communications Coordinator 
PEI Potato Board

For the third year in a row, there was a large turnout for 
the Wireworm Research and Extension Seminar.  Almost 
200 farmers and industry partners came to Red Shores 
Racetrack in Charlottetown on March 14th, 2016 to listen 
to a full day of presentations from researchers and industry 
representatives on the results of recent wireworm and 
click beetle research as well as new control methods. 

Evaluation of Chemical Control Options:

For a number of years, researchers from Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada have been conducting trials on a 
number of chemical control options for wireworm control.  
Thimet (phorate) has been available for many years, but 
was recently scheduled for de-registration.  Following a 
new submission based on a new formulation and a new 
method of application, Thimet 20G has been registered 
for use, and has been shown to have a significant effect 
on controlling wireworms when applied at planting.  In 
addition, Capture (bifenthrin) has now been approved for 
the past two growing seasons and has also shown to be 
an effective control option for wireworm when applied as 
a liquid in-furrow spray at planting.

Both Dr. Christine Noronha and Dr. Bob Vernon of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada presented the results 
of multiple years of research that has shown that both 
Thimet and Capture are effective at controlling wireworm.  
Laboratory conditions show that Thimet appears to kill 
wireworms, while Capture repels wireworms from the 
tuber zone but does not necessarily show the same lethal 
effect as Thimet.  Nonetheless, both control methods 
appear to be equally effective at preventing tuber damage. 
Additionally, Mark MacMillan of FMC presented data 
from a couple of research trials conducted by Cavendish 
Farms and Technology Crops International that appear to 

confirm previously obtained results from AAFC regarding 
the equivalence of control for Thimet and Capture.  
Additionally, there appears to be a slight improvement in 
control when Capture is combined with a neonicitinoid 
such as Titan (clothiandin).  This neonicitinoid is then also 
effective in controlling insects such as Colorado potato 
beetle.

In addition, Delly Keen from the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) of Health Canada spoke briefly 
about new conditions for use of Thimet 20G.  She advised 
growers to pay close attention to the label, as there are 
some changes with the newly approved product.  The 
largest change is that SmartBox systems are required to 
apply Thimet 20G at planting, along with pinch valves to 
prevent release of granules of product at the end of rows.  
In addition, there are some new precautionary regulations 
in effect when it comes to handling and applying the 
product, as well as new application rates for the product.  
Delly noted that PMRA has a new smartphone app 
that allows for quick access to labels for all approved 
agricultural pesticides.

Biological Control of Click Beetles and Wireworms:

A first time speaker at the Wireworm Seminar was 
Todd Kabuluk of AAFC in Agassiz, British Columbia.  
Todd has been researching biological control of click 
beetles and wireworms for a number of years, and is 
conducting research as part of the Canadian Horticultural 
Council National Cluster Project along with other AAFC  
researchers.  Of particular interest is research into the 
use of a beneficial fungi to control click beetles and 
wireworms.  The fungal species is Metarhizium, of which 

Metarhizium spores attacking wireworms.   
Photo courtesy Todd Kabuluk, AAFC
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two strains are being actively researched:  one is a strain 
already registered with PMRA (called Met52), while 
another (called LR112) has been isolated and identified 
by Todd and his research partners.  When click beetles 
or wireworms are exposed to Metarhizium spores, these 
spores attach to the insect and can quickly kill it.  

Todd was able to show that using Metarhizium spores 
in combination with a pheromone attractant on granules 
spread in a field led to kill rates as high as 95 percent.  The 
trick will be to find cost-effective methods to deploy the 
spores that are not compromised by weather conditions 
like rain.  Todd indicated that he will be continuing his 
research this year, with improved bait-and-kill methods 
being investigated as well as exploring a method to apply 
the spores as a commercial spray for use on fields and 
headlands/buffer zones to kill click beetles.  There is also 
work being done on how Metarhizium could be deployed 
to directly kill wireworms in the soil as well, though this 
may provide additional challenges.  

The use of biopesticides, including this research into 
Metarhizium, is very exciting, as it represents a targeted 
insect control option that is also very environmentally 
friendly.  Research into biopesticides for a number of crop 
diseases and pests is rapidly expanding, and new products 
are coming to market each year.

Trapping Click Beetles:

An exciting development unveiled at the seminar was 
a new trap designed and tested by Dr. Christine Noronha 
to catch click beetles, particularly females.  Existing 
pheromone traps designed by Dr. Bob Vernon work very 
well at attracting and trapping male click beetles but 
do nothing to trap egg-laying females.  This new trap 
simply features a solar-powered spotlight, a cup for the 
beetles to fall into, and chicken wire enclosure to keep 
out larger beneficial beetles and rodents.  This trap, 
called the Noronha Elaterid Light Trap (NELT), is low-cost 
to put together and was shown in one year of testing to 
trap a substantial number of female beetles, hopefully 
preventing them from laying eggs in fields.  Christine 
was able to show the math that collecting approximately 
400 female click beetles per trap in her limited trial could 
theoretically prevent tens of thousands of eggs from being 
laid and creating new wireworms, just from one trap!

There is more work to be done to determine the ideal 
placement and number of traps necessary to make a 
difference in click beetle populations.  Additionally, 

Christine is reaching out to manufacturers who might be 
interested in making these traps available to growers on 
a larger scale.

Dr. Bob Vernon also shared results of research into click 
beetle trapping and spraying that was done in three 
PEI fields in 2015.  Three fields with large click beetle 
populations had pheromone traps installed, and hundreds 
of thousands of click beetles were gathered in these traps.  
Click beetle numbers were high both in the headlands as 
well as in the field itself.  These fields (in forage in 2015) 
were sprayed with an insecticide to assess its effectiveness 
at killing click beetles.  Use of the high rate of insecticide 
killed only 50% of click beetles, so additional research 
will be required to identify ways to maximize click beetle 
mortality.  Additionally, it was shown that following 
insecticide sprays in the field, there was a rapid migration 
of beetles from headlands and buffer zones back into the 
field, which presents challenges as well.  

Joanne Driscoll from the PEI Horticultural Association 
presented on the second year of research that their group 
has been doing into the emergence and life cycle of adult 
click beetles in an effort to build a degree day model that 
will reliably predict when click beetles will emerge and 

Dr. Christine Noronha of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada in 
Charlottetown, PEI with a 3D printed prototype of her newly 

designed “Noronha Elaterid Light Trap” (NELT).
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start to breed and lay eggs under PEI conditions.  They 
were able to show that emergence seems to begin in late 
May, with the population reaching maximum size soon 
after (early June).  From 2015 research, it appears that 
click beetles reach peak emergence at an average of 78 
degree-days after April 15th.  

Use of Biofumigant Crops:

The last presentation of the day by Ryan Barrett, 
Research Coordinator of the PEI Potato Board, dealt 
with examining the use of biofumigant crops such as 
brown mustard or buckwheat to help control wireworm 
populations.  Using research results from previous years 
by AAFC and Cavendish Farms, Ryan was able to show that 
both brown mustard and buckwheat have been shown to 
significantly decrease wireworm damage when grown in 
rotation before potatoes.  There is still a lot to learn about 
how these crops are controlling wireworm, including the 
effect played by tillage versus the biological action of the 
plants and their biofumigant properties.  Nonetheless, 
there is evidence that these crops can have some 
effect on reducing damage to potatoes.  Additionally, 
Ryan presented some data that indicates that growing 
biofumigant crops can also have an impact on total and 
marketable yield.  This may be due to beneficial effects 
of these crops on other soil-borne diseases and pests 
such as Verticillium, root lesion nematodes, and common 
scab.  More research is needed under Prince Edward 
Island conditions, but studies from elsewhere appear to 
show positive effects on marketable yield and disease 
suppression, particularly with brown mustard.

On-Farm Trials with Rotation Crops

Ryan was also able to present data from on-farm 
research into brown mustard that has been undertaken 
at two Island farms.  At Klondike Farms in Wilmot Valley, 
the Hogg family has been working with Dr. Noronha of 
AAFC.  One trial completed in 2015 looked at the effect 
of clipping mustard through the growing season rather 
than incorporating the mustard in a conventional manner.  
This trial has four treatments:  control (barley), mustard 
clipped through the season and incorporated the next 
spring ahead of potato planting, mustard incorporated 
during the season, and mustard left to grow for seed 
with seed harvested in the fall.  All three of the mustard 
treatments showed significantly fewer holes per tuber 

Incorporating brown mustard as a biofumigant crop.



(between 1.8 and 2.3) compared to the control treatment 
(5.1).  Additionally, all of the mustard treatments had 
significant increases in marketable yield compared to the 
control.  The treatment where mustard was incorporated 
in the summer had the highest yield with no damage at 
all, but the other two mustard treatments also showed a 
significant improvement over the control.  This indicates 
that not only does conventional incorporation of brown 
mustard for biofumigant purposes lead to marketable 
yield increases (approximately 27 cwt/ac in this trial) and 
reduced holes per tuber, but simply growing mustard and 
clipping multiple times during the year and leaving brown 
mustard as a winter cover also can significantly reduce 
damage.  This might be a valuable tool for a number of 
farms where levels of damage due to wireworm is not 
at critical levels or where crops are not destined for a 
table market, which have a lower tolerance for wireworm 
damage to meet grade standards.

Experience working with mustard at Gerrit Visser and 
Sons was also presented, with William Visser on hand to 
relate their experiences and answer questions from those 
in attendance.  They have been working with brown 
mustard and buckwheat for the past two seasons and 
have been working on a couple of different field trials.  
In one trial, potatoes grown following mustard that was 
incorporated in the summer showed a higher percentage 
of tubers with no holes than potatoes following winter 
wheat, a significant factor for their tablestock varieties.  
Buckwheat also showed a positive effect, but not quite as 
high as brown mustard.  While there was no significant 

difference in total yield, there were higher crop 
values in the potatoes planted after mustard 
was grown.  William noted that they have some 
additional trials that they are working on, but 
that as farmers, they would greatly appreciate 
assistance in helping set up trials and getting 
reliable data at the end of the trial.  

Work planned for 2016 will include assessing 
the value of multiple years of biofumigant crops 
as well as the effect of summer fallow with tillage.  
William also noted that through working with 
brown mustard and learning from researchers, 
they have changed their mind about the timing of 
incorporation.  Since there is a higher likelihood 
that incorporation of biofumigant crops will 
have an effect on newly laid eggs and neonate 
wireworms than on resident wireworms, they 
have moved their incorporation of mustard up 
to July rather than in the fall.  This also allows 

for the planting of a cover crop following the mustard 
incorporation which provides winter cover and can be 
easily tilled before potato planting.

There was also a discussion about the cost of growing 
biofumigant crops.  Estimates of variable costs from a 
number of Island potato growers ranged between $110 
and $190 per acre, depending on the crop or variety grown 
and how the crop was managed.  One of the key points 
raised was that while there is a cost to growing brown 
mustard or buckwheat, there is also a cost to growing other 
non-commercial crops like forages in rotation, and that 
this should be taken into account when comparing costs 
across crops.  Even if there was a $200 cost per acre to grow 
brown mustard, it would only require about a 20 cwt per 
acre improvement in marketable yield to break even.  In 
many trials already conducted, that level of improvement 
in marketable yield as well as the associated reduction in 
holes and scars per tuber has been surpassed.

The 2016 Wireworm Research and Extension 
Seminar was organized by the PEI Wireworm Research 
Working Group, with representatives from the industry, 
government, researchers and regulatory agencies all 
collaborating to foster research into wireworm and help 
provide answers for Prince Edward Island farmers on how 
to manage wireworm on their farms.  While it was often 
repeated that there are no “silver bullets” for combatting 
this destructive pest, there are more tools in the toolbox 
than there was just a couple of years ago, and research is 
ongoing to provide more control options for growers.

Results from 2015 research at Klondike Farms indicates that damage in potatoes 
after clipping mustard through the growing season or growing mustard for seed 
purposes performs largely the same as mustard incorporation when compared 
to potatoes grown after a non-mustard check.
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Results from 2015 research at Klondike Farms shows that while potatoes grown after 
incorporated mustard had the highest total marketable yield (far left) and the highest 
marketable yield with no damage at all (far right), potatoes grown after mustard that 
was clipped during the growing season as well as potatoes grown after mustard grown 
for seed also show higher yields of unblemished tubers and total marketable tubers than 
the control treatment.  This indicates that alternative forms of cultural management 
for brown mustard may have a beneficial impact at reducing wireworm damage.  
Yield units are in metric tonnes per hectare.  Data analysis and graph provided by Dr. 
C. Noronha, AAFC.
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2016 Census of agriculture
The Census of Agriculture is now on the horizon. In 

early May, farmers will receive a letter with easy to follow 
instructions on how to complete their questionnaire. 

Census of Agriculture data are the definitive source of 
community-level data. By drawing on these data, decision 
makers will be assured that they are acting in the interest of 
farmers, farm communities and agricultural operations.

Farm organizations, like the PEI Potato Board, are heavy 
users of census data and need this information to formulate 
policy recommendations, produce communications and 
outreach work, and conduct market development.

Regional, provincial and federal government policy 
advisors use Census of Agriculture data to help develop 
programs related to farm support and to evaluate the 
impact of natural disasters (such as floods, droughts and 
storms) on agriculture. This allows for a quick reaction 
when a natural disaster does occur.

The Census of Agriculture has other benefits: 

It identifies trends and provides factual •	
information on emerging issues, opportunities 
and challenges within the agricultural 
community.

Its questions cover a wide range of topics, such •	
as land use, crops, livestock, agricultural labour, 
machinery and equipment, land management 
practices, and farm finances.

Support your community and complete your Census 
of Agriculture questionnaire in May 2016! It can be  
completed by anyone who is responsible for, or 
knowledgeable about, the day-to-day management 
decisions of your farming operation. As required by the 
Statistics Act, the information you provide will be kept 
confidential and used only for statistical purposes. 

What’s new for the 2016 Census of Agriculture?

1.  Census by Internet: fast and easy

All Canadian farm operators will receive a letter at 
the beginning of May 2016 with instructions on how to 
quickly and easily complete the questionnaire online. 

The online questionnaire will automatically add totals. 
As a result, completing the questionnaire online will 
limit the questions to the ones that apply specifically to 
an operator’s farm and will reduce the need to call back 
farm operators in order to clarify answers. On average, 
farmers should spend 30% less time responding to the 
2016 Census of Agriculture than they did responding to 
the previous census (2011).

2.  Shorter—but still comprehensive—questionnaire

The Census of Agriculture staff consults after every 
census with farmers, agricultural industry members, and 
data users for the purpose of assessing data needs. 

Statistics Canada has received more than 200  
submissions from diverse groups, including federal 
government departments and agencies, provincial 
ministries, farming organizations, academics and 
farm service companies further to the 2011 Census of 
Agriculture. Statistics Canada is grateful to the agriculture 
industry for its ongoing feedback and support.

As a result of these consultations, most of the questions 
for 2016 are identical to those used in 2011. This continuity 
is important when it comes to tracking long-term trends 
in the industry and meeting the ongoing needs of users 
and stakeholders.

In the 2016 Census, operators are no longer required 
to provide detailed farm expenses and other information 
such as place of residence, details on irrigated land, and 
the source and use of manure. 
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The questionnaire also includes new questions 
on the adoption of technologies, direct 
marketing, succession planning and renewable 
energy production. 

Overall, the 2016 questionnaire has 18 fewer 
questions than did the 2011 questionnaire.

The content of the 2016 Census of Agriculture was 
published in the Canada Gazette on June 20, 2015.

Completing the questionnaire online is quick and easy:

Go to Statistics Canada’s website at www.statcan.•	
gc.ca and select the online questionnaire

Use the secure access code you will receive in •	
the mail in May and conveniently complete your 
questionnaire.

As a farm operator, you are legally required to participate 
under the Statistics Act.

The PEI Potato Board, the PEI Federation of Agriculture, 
and other producer organizations use the data from the 
Census of Agriculture on a regular basis, and we encourage 
growers to take the time to complete and submit the 2016 
Census.

QUICK POTATO FARMING FACTS FROM THE 2011 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE:
There were 3,272 farms growing 362,265 acres of potatoes in Canada, a 9.9% decline from 2006. •	

Prince Edward Island, the province best known for potatoes, remained in top spot with nearly a quarter (23.9%) •	
of potato areas. Manitoba ranked second, with 19.9% of the national total.

The average size of farms growing potatoes was 111 acres. The averages were as high as 351 acres on Manitoba •	
farms and 289 acres on Prince Edward Island farms. 

1,323 farms specialized in potato farming (the majority of their farm receipts was received from potato sales). •	
Here are some facts about these farms:

 o   They occupied a total of 341,977 acres (94.4% of the total number in Canada).

 o   The largest 5% of specialized potato farms grew 26.9% of the potato area across Canada.

 o   34.4% of specialized potato farms were held in sole proprietorship; 42.7% were owned by family 
      corporations; 16.2% were owned in partnerships; and 6.3% were owned by non-family corporations.

 o   The average size of a specialized potato farm was 258 acres.

 o   There were 2,020 operators on those farms, and 81.8% were male.

 o   The average age of an operator was 53 years old.

 o   42.6% of operators were 55 years and older; 48.2% were 35-54 years old; and 9.2% were under 35.

 o  Almost three-quarters of operators (73.2%) did not work anywhere other than on the farm, while 9.6%  
      worked more than 40 hours per week at another job in addition to their farming duties.

SEED AVAILABILITY LISTINGS
http://www.peipotato.org/industry/seed/seed-available-listing

To list seed available for sale, contact  
Karen at (902) 892-6551 or karen@peipotato.org

Varieties with seed available on the listing:   
Atlantic, Caribe, Eva, Goldrush, Jemseg, Russet Burbank, Superior
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New Crop Protection and Nutrition 
Product Review for 2016

Every year, a number of newly developed crop protection 
and nutrition products are launched.  Some products are 
new formulations of previously available chemistries, 
while others are completely new products that provide 
potato growers with new options to better manage their 
crops.  We approached all of the major agricultural crop 
protection companies for information on new products 
for 2016.

Syngenta launches Orondis™ Ultra fungicide

Syngenta Canada Inc. has launched a new fungicide, 
Orondis™ Ultra, for control of late blight, early blight, 
and downy mildew.  Orondis™ Ultra is a combination of 
a newly registered active ingredient, Oxathiapiprolin, 
with Mandipropramid, an existing active ingredient in the 
marketplace.

According to Syngenta’s release, Oxathiapiprolin has 
demonstrated excellent preventative and residual control 
at use rates significantly lower than other currently 

available fungicides. Other benefits of Oxathiapiprolin 
include no known cross-resistance to other fungicides 
and excellent rainfastness.

Orondis Ultra delivers translaminar and acropetal 
activity, moving across the leaf surface, as well as upwards 
into new growth via the plant’s water-conducting vessels. 
Both modes of action work in tandem to protect the 
growing canopy, protecting plants during periods of 
active growth.

Applied preventatively in potatoes, Orondis Ultra 
delivers an unprecedented 21 days of residual late blight 
control.  Late blight, caused by the oomycete Phytophthora 
infestans, is the single most damaging potato disease. 
The strong late blight control provided by Orondis Ultra 
allows growers to increase fungicide spray intervals 
and potentially reduce the overall number of fungicide 
applications targeting late blight.  Orondis Ultra should 
be used a maximum of two times during the growing 
season; as a result, it should be used in rotation with 

existing products to prevent late blight.

New Sercadis™ fungicide available 
from BASF

BASF Canada Inc. has been granted 
registration for Sercadis™ fungicide for the 
control of early blight and white mould as a 
foliar application and for rhizoctonia canker 
when used as an in-furrow application.  It is a 
next generation Group 7 fungicide, with an 
active ingredient called fluxapyroxad.  This 
product has shown to be highly systemic 
in nature, allowing it to protect the crop 
as it grows.  According to BASF, extensive 
Canadian and international research and 
field-scale evaluations have shown Sercadis 
to be have excellent tank-mix flexibility.

Forum™ fungicide released by BASF

Another new fungicide product from 

Late blight, caused by Phytophthora infestans, is a disease of major 
economic importance for potato growers.  Two new products have been 
registered for 2016 to help combat this disease.  Photo courtesy Syngenta 
Canaada.
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BASF Canada Inc. is Forum™, registered for control of late 
blight and downy mildew in horticultural crops, including 
potato.  The active ingredient in Forum is dimethomorph, 
a Group 40 fungicide. BASF’s release recommends that 
it should always be tank mixed with another fungicide, 
such as a protectant registered for control of late blight or 
downy mildew.  

BASF describes Forum as having highly-systemic, anti-
sporulant activity to stop the spread of late blight and 
downy mildew while also preventing new infections.  It is 
available as a liquid formulation.

Squadron™: newly released herbicide from 
ADAMA

ADAMA has released Squadron™, a broad-spectrum 
herbicide registered for grass and broadleaf weed control 
in a wide range of crops, including soybeans and potatoes.  
They note that it can be applied alone or in combination 
with reccomended tank mixes.  Squadron is a metribuzin 
product effect on a wide range of weeds.  

Double Nickel biopesticide now available in 
Canada

Manufactured by Certis USA and available in Canada 
through UAP Canada, the biopesticide Double Nickel is 
now available.  It is registered for use on a number of fruit 
and vegetable crops, including potatoes.  

Double Nickel is a naturally occurring strain (D747) of 
the beneficial rhizobacterium Bacillus amyloliquefaciens. 
B. amyloliquefaciens rapidly colonizes roots, leaves and 
other plant surfaces to prevent establishment of disease-
causing fungi and bacteria, such as powdery mildew, 
Botrytis, bacterial disorders, damping off, and root and 
crown diseases, such as Pythium, Rhizoctonia, Fusarium 
and Sclerotinia.

Double Nickel uses multiple modes of action to control 
and suppress diseases while being non-toxic to humans:

 Its metabolites kill fungal pathogens by damaging 1. 
cell membranes. 

The metabolites control bacterial pathogens by 2. 
disrupting cell walls. 

Double Nickel triggers a SAR/ISR response from 3. 
the plant prompting it to defend itself against 
pathogens. 

Double Nickel prevents infection from bacterial and 4. 

fungal pathogens through competitive exclusion. 

These multiple modes of action make the FRAC 44 
biofungicide highly effective in the field. It also makes 
Double Nickel a valuable tool for the management of 
resistance to chemical fungicides and for use in Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) programs.

Sustainability is a key feature of Double Nickel. It is of 
low risk to bees and beneficials. It has a four-hour re-entry, 
can be applied up to and including the day of harvest, at 
low use rates. Double Nickel is residue exempt, so there 
are no maximum residue level (MRL) issues limiting the 
export of treated crops.

The biofungicide is available as Double Nickel 55 WDG 
and in a liquid concentrate (LC) formulation. Double Nickel 
55 leaves no visible residue on the crop.

Crystal Green® - a new slow-release fertilizer 
product from Ostara

Crystal Green® is a relatively new fertilizer product 
that has been under evaluation for potato production in 
various parts of North America in the last few years, with 
field trials conducted in Prince Edward Island in 2015. 

Manufactured by Ostara, Crystal Green is a continuous 
release granular fertilizer which is activated by organic 
acids produced by the roots of growing plants.  This 
allows for the continuous release of nutrients throughout 
the growing season.  It is a 5-28-0-10 Mg blend that is 
manufactured primarily from recovery of nutrients from 
waste water treatment.

In 2015 field trials in Prince Edward Island, the addition 
of Crystal Green to fertilizer blends resulted in both 
an increase in the number of tubers per acre as well as 
marketable yields per acre.  

Additionally, its slow-release nature helps to avoid 
the normal tie-up of phosphorous in acidic soils, and is 
available consistently during the tuber bulking stage.
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2016 Potato technology  
expo Conference

by Ryan Barrett 
Research & Communications 

Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

The keynote speaker at the 2016 International Potato 
Technology Expo Conference on February 26th, 2016  
was Tom Wolf of Saskatchewan who spoke about sprayer 
technology.  Wolf is a highly regarded expert on pesticide 
application. He is in-demand as a speaker across the 
country and his website Sprayers101.com is also very 
popular with farmers.  Tom held a couple of hands-on 
sprayer demonstrations with growers in the days leading 
up to the Expo, but there was still a sizable crowd on hand 
to listen to his presentation.  

Wolf led off his presentation by sharing some of the 
newest advances in sprayer technology.  The integration 
of GPS technology with sprayers has been commonplace 
for a few years now, but additional advances in precision 
spraying are continuing at a rapid pace.  Following this 
review of new products, Tom attempted to dispel many 
of the most common myths about pesticide application.  
He was a big promoter of low-drift nozzles, and was 
able to show evidence that the use of low-drift nozzles 
does not result in reduced spray coverage.  Growers are 
encouraged to visit Tom’s website to view a number of 
interesting videos and view presentations on a number 
of sprayer related topics, with an indication from Tom that 
he will be developing content specific to PEI conditions.

Measuring and improving soil health has been a topic of 
increased attention in recent years, and Dr. Bernie Zebarth 
of the AAFC Potato Research Centre in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick presented on some of the projects that his 
team are undertaking to investigate factors causing yield 
variability.  The majority of projects involve assessing 
and improving soil health, including the use of compost, 

cover crops, residue tillage, and employing different yield 
monitoring and spatial variability detection equipment.  
Most of these projects are part of the New Brunswick 
Potato Industry Transformation Initiative, with a number 
of projects also taking place here in Prince Edward Island 
as part of a research partnership with the PEI Potato 
Board.  Most projects only have one year of data so far 
but will continue over the next two years at multiple sites, 
including ones conducted with farmer cooperators.

A significant cause of yield limitation for many growers 
has been Verticillium, a soil-borne fungus that, together 
with other factors such as root lesion nematodes, is a 
contributor to the Early Dying Complex (EDC).  EDC has 
been shown to limit yields in a number of PEI fields, 
particularly during times of stress.  Dr. Gefu Wang-Pruski 
of the Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture presented some 
of her work over the past couple of years investigating 
the presence of Verticillium dahliae and Verticillium albo-
atrum in commercial fields, as well as looking at the effect 
of various rotation crops on Verticillium species.  

The final speaker of the conference was Lane 
Stockbrugger, a canola farmer from Saskatchewan who 
has also previously worked for Farm Credit Canada.  
Lane gave a very engaging presentation on efforts by a 
number of Canadian agricultural groups to engage with 
Canadians to build social license for agriculture and 
combat misconceptions about modern agriculture.  One 
impressive effort has been the recently unveiled video 
License To Farm (www.licensetofarm.com), developed 
by the Saskatchewan Canola Growers to highlight the 
benefits of modern science and technology in providing 
food for a hungry world.  Lane also spoke at length about 
the need to try and find common ground with consumers, 
as we will not be successful by lecturing.  Instead, he 
argued that agriculture will accomplish more by finding 
ways to relate in easy to understand language.  Our 
industry’s challenge is to not let a small minority of outliers 
occasionally misrepresent the efforts of responsible and 
ever-improving farmers across the country. 

Left:  Tom Wolf speaking at the 2016 International Potato 
Technology Expo Conference
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We are pleased to be able to share the excellent results 
from our “Spudtastic” potato promotion that was executed 
in February, which included the grand prize of a culinary 
and potato-based trip to PEI.

Campaign Elements:

The promotion was largely based in Atlantic Canada 
to help promote PEI Potatoes to our important markets 
that were affected by the food tampering issue last year. 
It seems we definitely have put that behind us, given 
the great feedback from our consumers. The promotion 
included the following communications elements:

•		Sobey’s	tastings	at	58	stores	in	PEI,	NS	and	NL
•		PEI	Potato	Facebook	promoted	posts
•		PEI	Potato	database	email	to	30,000	consumers
•		Tourism	PEI	database	email	to	400,000	consumers
•		Welcome	PEI	social	media	and	website	posts
•		“Where	to	Buy”	PEI	Potato	promoted	posts	on		 	

        Facebook

Ecstatic with Engagement

Through our contest website, we received 35,500 total 
entries from right across the country. What’s even better 
is that  73% of people gave us permission to contact them 
again, which is incredible! After eliminating duplicate 
entries, we are adding 16,600 new people to our database 
of consumers who regularly receive emails and updates 
from PEI Potatoes.

As well, we significantly added to our following on 
social media, where we post recipes, fun stories, and 
information to a captive audience on a daily basis.  Social 
media provides us with a fantastic ability to reach a large 
number of consumers.  On Facebook alone, we had an 
estimated reach of more than 1.3 million people!

Our website traffic dramatically increased, and while 
people were visiting our site, they were also staying longer 
to look at more of our web pages.  Our page views went 
from 2.2 pages/visit to 3.2 pages/visit during the contest 
month.

by Kendra Mills 
Marketing Director,  

PEI Potato Board

On Facebook, we had a 27% increase 
in those who liked our page during 
February, increasing our total number 
of likes to 12,620!

On Twitter, we finally pushed our 
followers count over 5,000, with great 
levels of engagement!

We added more than 16,600 
subscribers to our email database, 
a 57% increase in the size of our 
database!

We had a 1,342% increase in traffic to 
the PEI Potatoes website, with visitors 
visiting 50% more pages on the site!
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Have You Heard from  
Your Advisor Lately?

When the markets turn volatile as they have, even 
the most patient investors may come to question 
the wisdom of their investment plan. We would be 
pleased to put our years of experience and knowledge 
to work for you.

Earl Pickard, CIM
Investment Advisor

Deneen Ferguson
Client Associate

Karen Pickard
Administrative Assistant

Dale Turner
Associate Investment Advisor

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC 
and a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry 
Regulatory Organization of Canada.

Pickard Financial Management Group
119 Kent Street, Suite 400, Charlottetown, PE C1A 1N3

902 892-4231 • 1 800 207-0231

In-Store Tastings at Sobeys

In addition, we did in-store tastings at Sobey’s which 
were felt to be very successful.  The details are still just 
coming in, but top-line sales results are encouraging. The 
average weekly movement in the stores in the four week 
window prior to the tastings was 6,982 units.  This jumped 
to 12,007 units (+72% increase) during our tastings week!

We can be confident we still have many loyal consumers 
and great awareness, and we achieved excellent results 
that will help us to continue to build our brand in the 
future!

Many thanks to both the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency (ACOA) and the PEI Dept of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, who have supported this project and helped to 
make it happen!

PEI Burger Love 2016

Once again, the PEI Potato Board is participating in one of 
Prince Edward Island’s favourite promotional campaigns:  
PEI Burger Love!  

We are continuing our sponsorship of “FryDays,” where 
diners are encouraged to order French fries or other 
potato side dishes with their burgers and share photos via 
social media for a chance to win a number of prize packs, 
including PEI Potatoes-branded swag, bags of potatoes, 
and restaurant gift cards.  This year, we are joined in our 
sponsorship of FryDays by Cavendish Farms.
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800.253.4737 • volmcompanies.com
  Antigo, WI   Pasco, WA• Idaho Falls, ID • • Fresno, CA  © 2016 Volm Companies, Inc. 

Meet The Volm Engineered Solutions Team.

Whether you’re considering a new equipment purchase, 
an existing line upgrade, or building a new state-of-the-art 
packing facility, the Volm VEST team can make sure you get 
exactly that—on time, on budget and to your specification.

• Packing line integration and optimization
• Equipment specification, sourcing and installation
• Facility design, construction and commissioning

You are 
here.

We'll get 
you there.
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Stops aphids from feeding within 30 minutes 
with a unique mode of action.

•  Controls aphids that can transit PVY
•  Soft (or safe) on beneficial insects
•  Active by contact and ingestion
•  Translaminar movement within leaf
•  Low-use rate
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New Addition to Wireworm Research Team in Prince Edward Island

As we know, wireworm has been causing more and more damage 
to crops on PEI over the last number of years. The areas affected by 
wireworm have been steadily expanding.  Wireworms feed on the 
roots and underground parts of a wide range of crops. Root crops 
such as potatoes, rutabaga, and carrots are particularly susceptible to 
damage because the wireworm feeding produces cosmetic damage, 
resulting in rejection of otherwise productive and healthy crops.

We have recently added a new researcher to our wireworm research 
team on Prince Edward Island.  Dr. Suqi Liu started working on a two 
year wireworm research project beginning on January 4, 2016. Dr. 
Liu was hired by the PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries but 
she will be working in the AAFC Entomology research lab with Dr. 
Christine Noronha. 

Dr. Liu comes to PEI from the University of Ottawa and will be 
working on a research project focusing on understanding the Biology, Ecology and Population Dynamics of the 
Wireworm Species Agriotes sputator. It is hoped that by  learning more about the biology of our major wireworm 
species, we will be better able to find new ways to manage this pest. Dr. Liu will be working closely with the PEI 
Wireworm Working Group comprised of representatives from the industry on PEI, the provincial Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, and researchers on PEI.
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Cabrio® Plus contains two modes of action, metiram and pyraclostrobin,  
for control of early and late blight. In 124 Canadian grower-applied trials  
over 8 years, pyraclostrobin-treated potatoes yielded an average of  
32.9 cwt/acre (3.7 tonnes/ha) higher than the growers’ standard fungicide 
programs†. It’s just further proof that the benefits* of AgCelence® help 
maximize yield potential. Call AgSolutions® Customer Care at  
1-877-371-BASF (2273) or visit agsolutions.ca for more information.
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2016 soil Conservationist of the Year award 
presented to Darren & Brenda Peters

The PEI Soil and Crop Improvement Association 
recognized two farmers for their soil conservation and 
general sustainable agriculture efforts at a recent event 
held in Summerside, February 18th, 2016.

“It is amazing that even after 28 years, the quality of 
submissions still remains very impressive.  It goes to show 
that PEI is second to none in sustainable agriculture”, says 
John Hooper, President of PEI Soil and Crop Improvement 
Association.  

John Jamieson, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, Mark Grimmet, Acting Director at the Crops 
and Livestock Research Centre of AAFC, and John Hooper 
presented the awards.

Frizzell’s Valleyville Farms Inc. of Glen Valley was the 
recipient of the 2016 Soil Conservationist of the Year 
Award in the Livestock Category; and Darren and Brenda 
Peters of Maple Plains were the recipients of the 2016 
Soil Conservationist of the Year Award in the Cash Crop 
Category.

First generation farmers Darren and Brenda Peters have 
been farming for about 21 years.  Their farm operation 
currently consists of potato, soybean, carrot, cereals and 
forages. They run two types of four year crop rotations 

consisting of potatoes, soybeans, grain under seeded, and 
hay; or carrots, soybeans, grain under seeded, and hay.

Their fall primary tillage is a mixture of moldboard and 
Jober Rotobeche tillage.  Seventy percent of the land 
going into potatoes and 70% of the land going into carrots 
is residue tilled with the Jober, providing 20 to 25% crop 
residue for the winter.  The remaining 30% of the sod land 
is fall moldboard plowed.

They annually winter cover crop 50 acres and apply 
manure to 95 acres.  The Peters have soil conservation 
structures and features on 19 fields and 225 acres.  This 
consists of 12,440 feet of grass waterways, 6,320 feet 
of terraces, and 270 feet of farmable berm terraces.  In 
addition, they have recently retired 12-acres of high slope 
land and leave 4,420 feet of voluntary grass headlands.

At one location, Darren and Brenda have an 
improved stream crossing for better fish passage and  
accommodation of modern farm equipment.

John Hooper, President of the PEISCIA, says “we saw this 
submission as a very successful first generation family farm 
operation where they are dedicated to growing economic 
opportunities in rural PEI in a sustainable fashion.”

Darren Peters (centre), receiving the 2016 Soil 
Conservationist of the Year Award in the Cash 
Crop category from John Jamieson, Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries (left) 
and John Hooper, President of the PEI Soil 
and Crop Improvement Association at the 
PEISCIA Annual Conference in Summerside, 
PEI on February 18th, 2016.
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Results from
2015 Variety trials

by Ryan Barrett 
Research & Communications Coordinator 

PEI Potato Board

The process of evaluating new varieties is a continual 
research effort for most potato-producing regions, 
and Prince Edward Island is no different.  The Board has 
been involved for many years in trials of new varieties to 
assess their suitability to production here on the Island.  
In addition, we have started assessing the viability of 
new varieties for potential international markets, as well 
as exploring the suitability of existing varieties for new 
production systems.  

The summaries provided in this article provide a good 
overview of the key results from each trial.  Those wishing 
to see the full reports can visit our Growers Site on the PEI 
Potato Board website to download a PDF version of the 
research report.

AAFC / CHC Cluster Trial: 
Harrington Research Farm, PEI

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board sponsors an 
annual variety trial with Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada as part of the CHC National Cluster Project.  This 
past year, a total of 33 cultivars were evaluated:  22 newly 
released cultivars, 6 cultivars from the AAFC Accelerated 
Release (AR) program, and 5 standard 
cultivars for comparison purposes.  
These cultivars were grouped into 
five categories:  Fresh market Reds, 
Fresh Market Yellows, Fresh Market 
Russets, Chip, and clones of Russet 
Burbank.

Each cultivar was planted in 25 foot 
long single rows, with four replicates 
per cultivar in a randomized 
complete block design.  The trial 
was planted on May 29th, 2015, with 

vines desiccated on September 21st and 25th and then 
harvested on October 13th.  

Our thanks to David Main and his crew at the Harrington 
Research Farm for conducting this trial for us.

Fresh Market Reds

In this category, the top performing cultivars for total 
yield and Canada #1 yield were AR2014-04 at 378 cwt/
acre, Fenway Red at 394 cwt/acre, Colorado Rose at 385 
cwt/acre, and Elmo at 387 cwt/acre, which all statistically 
outperformed the standard, Norland (at 304 cwt/acre).  
No evidence of hollow heart was seen in any variety.  The 
Baby Rose cultivar had by far the largest number of tubers 
per plot, but more than half of the tubers were of a small 
grade size, potentially of use as a “creamer” variety.  Red 
cultivars were planted at 10 inch spacing.

Fresh Market Yellows

All of the new release cultivars outperformed the 
standard variety (Yukon Gold) for total yield in this trial; 
however, not every cultivar excelled when it came to 
Canada #1 grade.  The top varieties for Canada #1 yield 

Left:  Electra (yellow-fleshed) 
Right:  AR2014-11 (red skinned) 

Photos from 2015 Variety Trial at 
Harrington Research Farm, AAFC.
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were Electra (269 cwt/ac Canada #1, 437 cwt/ac total 
yield), Lanorma (269 cwt/ac Canada #1, 389 cwt/ac total 
yield), and Actrice (266 cwt/ac Canada #1, 318 cwt/ac 
total yield).  None of the cultivars had hollow heart, and 
cull percentage did not vary greatly among the eight 
yellow cultivars.  Yellow cultivars were planted at 10 inch 
spacing.

Fresh Market Russets

In this category, the top performing cultivar was Dione, 
with total yield of 357 cwt/acre and Canada #1 yield of 
314 cwt/acre.  This compares favourably with the standard 
variety, Goldrush, at 322 cwt/acre total yield and 235 cwt/
acre for Canada #1 yield.  Also outperforming Goldrush 
for Canada #1 yield was Ivory Russet, at 245 cwt/acre.  
There was some hollow heart evident in russet cultivars, 
with Dione having 5% hollow heart and Premier Russet 
showing 32.5% hollow heart in this trial.  Russet cultivars 
were planted at 12 inch seed spacing. 

Chip 

Among chip cultivars, the only cultivar to compete with 
the standard (Atlantic) was Snowcrisp, which produced 
285 cwt/acre of Canada #1 yield, compared with 267 cwt/
acre for Atlantic.  There were other cultivars that had similar 
total yields to Atlantic, but they tended to have larger 
number of potatoes classed as Small (1.5 to 2.25 inches).  
These cultivars included Chicago, Hilldale, and AR-2014-
02.  Chip cultivars were planted at 10 inch spacing.

Russet Burbank Clones

Again this year, we evaluated four clones of Russet 
Burbank; namely, the PEI Graham’s Road, Idaho, Colorado, 
and PEI #1 clones.  There was no statistical difference in 
tuber count, tuber yield, hollow heart or specific gravity 
between the four clones.

Climate Zone Variety Trial: 
Four Trial Locations in the United States

This year was the second year of a variety trial funded 
through the Applied Research Program of the PEI 
Department of Agriculture’s Growing Forward 2 funding 
program.  The primary goal of this project is to assess 
a number of pre-commercialization cultivars under 
growing conditions in four different regions of the USA 
which resemble global climate zones.  Through this, 
potato breeders can determine the suitability of varieties 
to particular climates, as well as building a database of 

production information that can be used in promoting 
varieties to suitable target markets.

Four trials were conducted at university research sites 
in:

1.  Florida  Subtropical Climate, similar to  
   Central America, Philippines

2.  North Carolina Short, stressful growing season,  
   similar to Eastern Europe

3.  California  Mediterranean climate, similar to  
   Lebanon, Algeria, Turkey, Greece

4.  Texas:  Semi-Arid climate, similar to   
   India, southern South America

Seven cultivars were selected to participate in these 
trials, and they were compared against standard varieties 
according to their target market (fresh market, chip, etc).  
These varieties were also part of the previously discussed 
trial at the Harrington Research Farm.

Two red varieties from the AAFC Accelerated Release 
program were evaluated:  AR2014-11 and AR2014-04.  
AR2014-11 outperformed the standard at three out of four 
trial locations for both total yield and marketable yield, 
and also generally outperformed AR2014-04.  AR2014-
11 performed best at the California location, where is 
produced 86% more marketable yield than the standard 
variety.  AR2014-04 also outperformed the red standard 
variety at three out of four locations for both marketable 
and total yield.  This variety performed best for marketable 
yield in North Carolina, where it produced a 27% higher 
yield than the 
standard variety.  

AR2014-09 was a 
fresh market yellow 
variety that also 
outperformed the 
standard at three 
out of four locations.  
It did particularly 
well in the humid 
climates of Florida 
and North Carolina, 
while it did not fare 
as well in the more 
arid condition of 
Texas.  AR2014-09 
produced 55% more 
marketable yield 
than the standard 
variety in Florida.

A sample of the variety Snowcrisp 
from the California trial location.
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AR2014-02, Hilldale, and Snowcrisp were all round, 
white fleshed varieties which could be considered for 
chip or for the fresh market.  AR2014-02 outperformed 
the standard variety (Atlantic) in California and Texas but 
did not fare as well in Florida or North Carolina.  Hilldale 
was equally variable, out yielding the standard variety by 
60% for market yield in California, while producing 55% 
less yield than the standard in North Carolina.  Snowcrisp 
produced more consistent results, being competitive with 
the standard at all four trial locations.

Bristol Pride is a long white variety under consideration 
for either French fry or chip production.  It only 
outperformed the standard variety at one site (California), 
while producing noticeably lower yields than the standard 
in both North Carolina and Texas.  

Starch Variety Trial 
Augustine Cove, PEI

From time to time, there has been discussion about 
the possibility of processing starch from raw potatoes in 
Prince Edward Island.  In order to properly assess whether 
there is economic justification to investigate this further, 
the Board felt that we required data to assess whether 
conventional varieties already available in Prince Edward 
Island could produce sufficient yields of dry matter and 
starch.  

Subsequently, the Board contracted the services of 
Genesis Crop Systems, which in turn conducted a variety 
trial at Kyle Murrary Farms in Augustine Cove, PEI.  A total 
of 14 varieties were assessed, with many of these varieties 
evaluated under multiple seed spacings.  Plots were 
replicated and assessed for yield, dry matter percentage, 
and yield of starch.  The trial was planted on June 1st and 
was harvested on October 25th.

In terms of total yield, varieties producing in excess of 
480 cwt per acre included: Atlantic (504 cwt/ac at 6 inch 
spacing), Russet Burbank (504 cwt/ac at both 6 and 9 inch 
spacing), Ranger Russet (491 cwt/ac at 12 inch spacing), 
Dione (485 cwt/ac at 12 inch spacing), Marcie (489 cwt/ac 
at 9 inch spacing), Kennebec (482 cwt/ac at 6 inch spacing), 
and Navan (480 cwt/ac at 9 inch spacing).  However, not 
all of these varieties performed as well for specific gravity, 
which translates to high dry matter percentages.  

The threshold value that was arrived at for assessing 
whether a variety could be considered economically 
viable under a contract for starch production was 7500 lbs 

of starch per acre.  The Atlantic, Russet Burbank, Ranger 
Russet, Marcie, and Navan varieties all met that threshold 
value on at least one spacing treatment.  Atlantic had 
the highest starch yield (8679 lbs/acre) at 6 inch spacing, 
followed by Russet Burbank at 7822 lbs/acre at either the 
6 or 9 inch seed spacing.

There was some variability in the results received 
from the lab in Manitoba that tested tubers for starch 
percentage, and there were some varieties that did not 
appear to have either the yield or dry matter percentage 
suitable for future evaluation. 

Using data from this year’s trial, the intention is to 
perform a second year of trials in 2016 with a smaller 
number of varieties but with increased replication to 
enhance the reliability of the data.  Sincere thanks to Steve 
Watts of Genesis Crop Systems for this work in completing 
this trial in 2015.

Top:  Starch variety trial location at row closure. 
Bottom:  Harvesting the starch variety trial.
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Fresh Marketing Updates
American Marketing Update 

by Peter Goulet, USA Trade Representative

Here we are, past the mid-point of another selling season, 
and it’s been yet another interesting and challenging one.  
The fall started off very slowly as there was once again an 
excess of product available from multiple growing regions.  
Each year, more retailers take the pledge of guaranteeing 
their customers that they will buy local product and do 
their part to support small farms and their local economy.  
This year was no different.  The northeastern U.S. had a 
fairly strong growing season and a lot of product to move.  
This created quite the hurdle for shipping product off the 
Island until mid-December during the peak of the holiday 
season.  Pressure from the western U.S. growing regions 
also geared up right after the holiday season and created 
a tough marketing environment as our dealers tried to 
ramp up shipments into the States.

The harsh winter that many pundits and weathermen 
predicted never materialized.  Temperatures reached 
record levels throughout the winter months, including 
60 degrees F on Christmas Day in New England.  Very 
little snow has affected everything, from what families 
did during the holidays and school vacations to how 
they shopped and what they ate and cooked during the 
past few months.  This obviously translated and directly 
affected potato consumption as well.  I heard a lot about 
people eating out more often as the mild temperatures 
made it more enticing to venture out.  I also heard that 
more people were actually grilling outside in January and 
February as the mild temperatures made that bearable, 
regardless of what date the calendar said it was.

The positive news is that retailers here now report 
good store traffic, steady sales, and increasing ad activity.  
The number of ads for PEI Potatoes was lagging behind 
in the fall and around the holidays.  We’ve since seen a 
big reversal and renewed focus on PEI product across all 
retailers in the Northeast over the past six weeks.  I expect 
this trend to continue and to provide a good opportunity 

to carry some momentum for the balance of the season, 
which should enable a good cleanup of the balance of 
this year’s holdings still in storage.  The demand should 
be there as long as quality remains good.  Hopefully that 
equates to firmer pricing and a profitable spring shipping 
season.

Canadian Marketing Update 
by Brad Brownsey, Canadian Trade Representative

Post “Potato Lovers’ Month” in February, more retailers 
coast-to-coast have capitalized on the Board’s cooperative 
advertising program this season than ever before despite 
challenging market conditions our industry continues to 
face in its two key intraprovincial markets (Ontario and 
Quebec).  Year-to-date, 55 dedicated PEI Potatoes ads have 
been featured by participating retailers from Quebec to 
BC.  That’s equal to more than 70 percent of last season’s 
total PEI ad placements!  With March, April and May being 
historically our three strongest months for enhanced trade 
support and strategic promotions, the Board’s cooperative 
advertising program and complimentary “Where to Buy” 
Facebook program are well positioned to support the 
trade’s springtime sales and promotional activities.

Not surprisingly, Ontario remains our strongest 
Canadian market.  What may come as a surprise is that 
Western Canada has quietly become a much stronger 
Canadian market for PEI Potatoes.  Already, ten PEI ad 
placements have appeared in Western Canada, matching 
last year’s total ad placements.  However, ad placements 
alone do not adequately quantify how broadly PEI’s listing 
support has grown.  Today, more western retailers are 
listing and strategically promoting PEI Potatoes than ever 
before! There is no doubt that Canada’s weaker dollar has 
favourably positioned PEI Potatoes as a viable alternative 
to Washington and Idaho potatoes, keeping the latter at 
bay so far this year.  Western retailers have long preferred 
to source Canadian-grown potatoes once local potato 
deals conclude. Nationally-recognized PEI potatoes are 
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high on their list; however, logistics and delivered price 
have always complicated matters.  Unless the price of 
oil increases dramatically in the near future, Canada’s 
petro-driven dollar will continue to provide our industry 
with favourable market access in the western provinces, 
particularly in Alberta and British Columbia.  Demand for 
PEI Potatoes is growing!  So just how important could 
Western Canada become to the PEI potato industry?  

In light of the massive increase in Quebec potato 
production and storage over the past number of years, 
coupled with retailers in that province who are committed 
to almost exclusively promoting Quebec-grown potatoes 
(a ‘buy local’ decision that regrettably has lessened 
demand for PEI Potatoes in Quebec), ‘looking west’ holds 
great promise and opportunity both in the short- and 
long-term.

Potato Warehouse  
Improvement Competition

Each year, the PEI Potato Board sponsors this category 
under the PEI Rural Beautification Society Competition.
First Prize is $400, and Second Prize is $200.

To enter, visit the Rural Beautification Society website 
at www.peirbs.ca.  Entrants are required to take photos 
before improvements are made as well as making 
a list of planned improvements.  Then photos after 
improvements are made are also taken. 

The entry deadline is June 15th, 2016, and the deadline 
for making improvements is Sept 1st, 2016.  

Points will be assessed based on a number of categories, 
including general appearance of the property, absence 
of clutter/machinery/dirt piles, exterior appearance 
of the building, condition of warehouse ID/signage, 
landscaping, and lighting/illumination of the area.
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Agriculture is our way of life too

Meet Justin 
With a lifetime of experience in ag, 

Justin helps Canadian producers 

build their dreams. Like everyone on 

your FCC team, Justin knows your 

industry and he’ll get to know you.

1-800-387-3232    fcc.ca

Justin Vuignier
FCC Relationship Manager 
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The team behind Islanders For Farmers was recently recognized with the 
PEIFA Agriculture Awareness Award.  From left to right, the recipients are 
Sarah Jane Barrett of Summerside, Jessica Reeves of Freetown, and Keisha 

Rose of North Lake.  This award is sponsored by the Sobey family and 
the PEI Federation of Agriculture.

PeI agriculture Industry awards

Hon. Alan MacIsaac (right) presenting the  
PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries 

Minister’s Dedication to Agriculture Award 
to Owen MacDonald (left), a dedicated and 

long time employee of Rollo Bay Holdings Ltd.

Wade Duncan (left) of Dawson Produce Ltd. in 
Augustine Cove receiving the 2015 PEI Agriculture 
Employee of the Year award from PEI Agriculture 

Sector Council Chair Darryl Wallace.  
Award sponsored by Kool Breeze Farms.

Hon. Alan MacIsaac (second from left) presenting the Hon. Gilbert R. 
Clements Award for excellence in environmental farm planning to Bradley, 

Adam, and John Hogg of Klondike Farms of Wilmot Valley.  Award sponsored 
by the PEI Federation of Agriculture and the  
PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Also recently awarded was the 2015 PEI Agriculture Sector Council 
Employer of the Year Award.  This year, the award went to Harry Nabuurs 

of Cardigan.  The award is sponsored by T&K Fire and Safety.



Prince Edward Island Potato News March - April 201638

The Board of the United Potato Growers of Canada has 
had another active year as reported at our recent AGM. In 
keeping with our cost saving initiatives, we have held only 
five face-to-face meetings over the past year, those being 
in conjunction with other events taking place. Personnel 
changes around the board table saw the retirement of BC 
director, Jim Shiell. Andres Solymosi, manager of BCVGA, 
replaces him. In addition, New Brunswick director Joe 
Brennan has retired from a farming career.

In order to keep the current United membership costs at 
$0.35/acre, sponsorships have been an integral part of our 
financial well being. We continue to try and attract major 
sponsors. Our counterparts, the United Potato Growers 
of America have engaged in a successful relationship 
with AMVAC Corporation in their country, including 
conducting grower trials and collecting agronomic data 
on newly registered products such as Smartbloc. We 
have had several meetings with AMVAC to determine the 
potential for a similar partnership in Canada. With AMVAC 
being the manufacturer of Thimet, and with wireworm 
being a major threat in several provinces, we identified 
this as being an area where we could provide industry 
support for extending the registration beyond August 
2015 when it was being deregistered. In cooperation 
with the Canadian Potato Council, we were successful in 
presenting our case to PMRA and getting registration for 
an initial five years for the 20G formulation. We are now 
working on a submission for AMVAC’s 2017 budget. We 
will continue to explore ways of operating on the positive 
side of the balance sheet without raising fees to growers.

Gathering and disseminating accurate data for growing, 
shipping, and marketing of Canadian potatoes continues 
to be a primary goal for the UPGC. We have engaged 
the services of Bruce Huffaker to further drive towards 
developing a weekly Supply and Shipping Forecast for 
Canada. We recently made a request to each provincial 

grower organization to provide actual shipment data 
by type over a period of five years. This should create 
a template based on actual disposition of the crop in 
comparison to the intended disposition model that we 
currently utilize. Key to the success of this effort will be 
the inclusion of acreage by variety/type in the formula. 
We know there have been positive changes in trends for 
red and yellow potatoes, for example.

UPGC continues to host the Canadian Tablestock 
Conference Call every second Monday at 12:30 pm AST 
during the shipping season. Growers and shippers seem 
to appreciate the opportunity to talk about supply and 
pricing issues within provinces or between provinces. We 
have had excellent participation from Quebec this year 
with the inclusion of their shipper representatives.

Our subscription with World Potato Markets, the weekly 
newsletter published in the U.K., highlights growing and 
marketing conditions across Europe. It has become a 
valuable source of information that directors look forward 
to each week.

On the import side, we continue to share the data 
collected by Canadian Border Services on the imports of 
potatoes coming into Canada. The data is broken down by 
price and volume for seed, table, and processing for each 
province. The state of origin is also identified and we thank 
AAFC for providing it for us. In addition, AAFC has been 
very helpful in creating a monthly export spreadsheet by 
province for fresh, seed, and processing potatoes.

The UPGC attempts to maintain a public profile by 
attending field days and giving presentations at annual 
meetings in various provinces. In addition to grower 
meetings, the GM also provides information and articles 
for many provincial potato boards, ag newspapers, and 
magazines such as Spudsmart.

The format of our United Potato Partner Seminars has 
changed significantly in the last year or so in some parts 

UPGC Activity Update 
by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, UPGC
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of the country. Many provinces have 
opted to include United information 
with one of their own events rather 
than have a stand-alone day for UPGC 
only.

UPGC continues its ongoing good 
relationship with the United Potato 
Growers of America. The GM attends 
the regular Board of Directors 
meetings of UPGA and regularly 
presents information on Canada’s crop, 
holdings, etc.

Canadian representatives continue 
to  attend the Potato Business 
Summit in January just prior to the US 
Potato Expo, and the Crop Transition 
Conference in June. UPGC, UPGA, and 
PMANA each made significant financial 
contributions in the past few years to 
bring the calibre of the Potato Business 
Summit up to where it now is. We were 
pleased that Canada was given an 
opportunity to do a short presentation 
at Potato Expo to speak about potato 
production in our country.

Always on our mind is the declining 
consumption of fresh potatoes in 
Canada. Last year, we had a successful 
partnership with Loblaw dieticians, 
promoting the nutritional value of 
potatoes in Loblaw stores located in 
certain geographic regions. Coming 
off a successful potato promotion 
with Rogers Communications and 
Chatelaine along with the Canadian 
Potato Council last year, we continue 
to explore new opportunities. This year 
UPGC is pleased to provide support to 
the CPC in contracting Chef Michael 
Smith to create potato videos similar 
to the “Half Your Plate Campaign.” We 
look forward to the roll out of this 
promotional campaign.

If you have any questions, 
please contact UPGC General 
Manager Kevin MacIsaac at kevin@
unitedpotatocanada.com or your 
provincial UPGC organization, the PEI 
Potato Board.
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator               (902) 314-1607               bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

We are quickly moving through the winter, and growers 
will soon be on the land for the 2016 growing season. 
Everyone is busy making plans and decisions for the 
upcoming planting season. 

February and March have been busy again with 
meetings and workshops with great grower attendance 
at many of the meetings. At the 2016 PEI Potato Expo 
Conference held in Charlottetown in February, we had 
very good attendance again this year along with a wide 
variety of topics covered.  We brought in Tom Wolf to 
speak at the Conference and heard good feedback about 
Tom’s presentation.  He covered a number of myths about 
crop spraying and reinforced many of the good practices 
that are already being done.  He took part in two other 
workshops with growers when he was on the Island and 
they stimulated a lot of good discussion among growers 
that attended. 

We have just wrapped up a very successful Pesticide 
Continuing Education Training year.  We held twelve CEC 
Training Sessions this year, including six Day A sessions 
and six Day B sessions across the Province. A total of 375 
people attended the Day A and Day B courses. Applicators 
can attend two CEC training days over five years instead 
of writing an exam every five years.

We had many requests over the past few years to hold a 
Day A and a Day B course in early December from people 
who work in the West during the winter.  For the first time, 
we ran a pilot project and held a Pesticide Continuing 
Education Day A and Day B in December and both these 
days had full attendance. All the presentations were 
updated this year, with some changing significantly while 
others saw only minor changes. 

At the end of each day, the participants who turned 
in their evaluation forms were given a educational tool 
to take home, including either a wind speed meter or a 
first aid kit. Feedback on these courses has been largely 
positive, with participants enjoying the diversity of topics 
that are covered over the two days.

We have handed out a large number of our Pesticide 
Crop Record books at pesticide training events this winter. 

If you need a copy of the 2016 Pesticide Crop Record book 
let me know and I can get you one. A number of growers 
have requested one to have in cab and use it for keeping 
track of the products and fields that have been sprayed 
each day.

Colleen Younie, a longtime employee with the 
Department, is retiring in March. Colleen has worked with 
many potato growers over her years with the Department 
in a number of different roles, mainly focusing in the 
area of farm business management. In the last few years, 
Colleen has been working out of the Charlottetown office 
as the Farm Business Management Development Officer. 
Prior to that, Colleen worked in the District offices in the 
eastern part of the province. Congratulations to Colleen 
and all the best in her retirement!
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15/16 vs.
2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 2015-16 14/15

PEI 13,620 13,204 14,049 14,228 1.3%
New Brunswick 7,226 6,784 7,426 8,525 14.8%
Nova Scotia N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Total Maritimes 20,846 19,988 21,475 22,753 6.0%

Quebec 5,098 5,488 5,736 6,262 9.2%
Ontario 2,683 3,275 3,084 3,026 -1.9%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 28,627 28,751 30,295 32,041 5.8%

Manitoba 10,193 11,739 9,545 11,938 25.1%
Saskatchewan N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Alberta 9,403 9,841 10,414 11,287 8.4%
British Columbia 460 369 358 409 14.2%
Total Western Canada 20,056 21,949 20,317 23,634 16.3%

CANADA TOTAL 48,683 50,700 50,612 55,675 10.0%

* The 15/16 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

15/16 vs.
2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 2015-16 14/15

Production 24,284,000 25,009,000 25,240,000 24,850,000 -1.5%

Canadian Shipments 1,577,100 1,286,119 1,231,170 1,185,309 -3.7%
U.S. Shipments 1,043,261 1,534,693 1,402,591 1,426,500 1.7%
Export Shipments 849,310 1,150,471 618,712 700,188 13.2%
Total Fresh 3,469,671 3,971,283 3,252,473 3,311,997 1.8%

Processing / Local Use 5,698,625 6,471,793 6,682,573 6,066,296 -9.2%

Cullage 1,495,850 1,362,318 1,255,648 1,243,511 -1.0%

Total Disposition as of February 29 10,664,146 11,805,394 11,190,694 10,621,805 -5.1%

PEI Holdings at March 1 13,619,854 13,203,606 14,049,306 14,228,195 1.3%

Fresh 3,078,033 3,017,556 3,572,146 3,431,389 -3.9%
Processing 8,542,904 8,197,023 8,550,168 8,611,264 0.7%
Seed 1,998,918 1,989,028 1,926,992 2,185,542 13.4%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of February 29th (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of March  1, 2016 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of March 1 (cwt)

Disposition and Holdings
March 1st, 2016
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INNATE® First Generation Potato Receives 
Canadian Government Clearance

(Boise, ID - March 21, 2016)   Health Canada and the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) have completed 
their respective food and feed safety assessments of the J.R. 
Simplot Company’s first generation of Innate® potatoes. 
Health Canada concluded that it had no objection to 
the sale of food derived from our Innate® potatoes. This 
means Simplot’s Innate® Gen. 1 potatoes can be sold in the 
Canadian marketplace beginning in 2016. Last year, the 
potatoes received corresponding regulatory approvals in 
the United States and have been grown and sold in the 
U.S. fresh market under the White Russet™ brand.

In addition, CFIA determined that these potatoes are “as 
safe and as nutritious as traditional potato varieties” for 
use as livestock feed, and that the potatoes do not present 
increased risk to the environment when compared to 
currently cultivated potato varieties in Canada. 

Simplot’s Innate® Gen. 1 potatoes have two benefits 
relevant to potato growers, processors and consumers: 
reduced bruising and black spots, and reduced asparagine 
which leads to less acrylamide when the potatoes are 
cooked at high temperatures. These benefits were 
achieved by adapting genes from wild and cultivated 
potatoes to improve Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet, and 
Atlantic potato varieties.

Simplot research demonstrates that the Innate® bruise 
reduction trait can result in up to 44 percent less bruising, 
and reduce black spots and browning. The reduction in 
asparagine means that accumulation levels of acrylamide 
can be reduced from 52-69 percent when these potatoes 
are cooked at high temperatures. 

If all fresh Russet potatoes in Canada had Innate® Gen. 
1 traits, academics estimate that potato waste (in-field, 
during storage, packing, retail and foodservice for fresh 
potatoes) could be reduced by 400 million kilograms. In 
addition, CO2 emissions could be reduced by 30 million 
kilograms, water usage reduced by 5.6 Billion liters, and 
a total of 15,000 fewer pesticide hectare-applications 
would be needed.

“We’re excited to offer these beneficial potatoes to the 
Canadian marketplace,” said Haven Baker, vice president 

and general manager of Simplot Plant Sciences, a division 
of the J.R. Simplot Company. “Innate potatoes reduce 
waste, enabling growers to be more efficient while giving 
consumers the opportunity to use more of what they pay 
for.”

USPB Renamed Potatoes USA

(March 18, 2016)  Board Members of the National Potato 
Promotion Board approved a new name for its agricultural 
promotion group. During the Board’s 44th Annual Meeting 
at the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs, Colo., they 
voted to change its name from the United States Potato 
Board to Potatoes USA. This far-reaching update comes on 
the heels of the organization’s newly created mission and 
strategic plan, which were also approved at the meeting.

According to its updated mission statement, Potatoes 
USA exists to “strengthen demand for U.S. potatoes.” It is 
a global champion for U.S. potatoes, representing 2,500 
family farms growing more than 600 varieties of potatoes. 
Potatoes USA promotes U.S. potatoes in all forms including 
seed, fresh, frozen, chipping and dehydrated products, 
striving to make potatoes exciting to consumers. The 
organization works to create positive change in the 
industry through innovative, collaborative and inspiring 
approaches in marketing, education and research.

The new strategic plan for Potatoes USA includes the 
collective input of over 450 members of the U.S. potato 
industry, Potatoes USA staff and the Board’s agency 
representatives from around the world. Thoughts, ideas, 
wants, needs and desires were presented and documented 

INDUstRY UPDates
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over an 18-month period beginning 
in the summer of 2014.

With access and utilization of over 
$6 million in USDA funding annually, 
Potatoes USA works in more than 20 
countries around the world. Exports 
of U.S. potatoes have experienced 
significant growth over the past 30 
years and now account for 18 percent 
of U.S. production.

“In the United States, Potatoes USA 
is the leading organizer of potato 
nutrition, research, education and 
varietal development,” said Potatoes 
USA president and CEO Blair 
Richardson. “We will have a positive 
impact on long-term demand, 
consumer awareness, research 
efforts and utilization of our potatoes 
by foodservice and retail operators, 
consumers and other entities.”

“Potatoes USA is ready to fight for 
the future of this industry and will 
take an aggressive approach in doing 
so,” said newly elected Potatoes USA 

chairman Mike Pink. He is one of 
the 2,500 growers represented by 
Potatoes USA and grows potatoes 
in Pasco, Wash. “The potato is an 
essential part of the American diet 
and should be something people 
can enjoy with pride. With its new 
strategic plan, mission and business 
name, Potatoes USA is prepared to 
lead the way.”

University of Lethbridge 
welcomes new research chair in 
potato science

(Jan 27, 2016 -  Lethbridge, AB) 
– Funded by a consortium of 
association and industry partners, 
the University of Lethbridge has 
appointed Dr. Dmytro Yevtushenko 
as research chair in potato science.

The local potato industry is poised 
to benefit from Yevtushenko’s 
experience as a plant biologist and 
from his expertise in potatoes, a 
plant he has studied for more than 

25 years.

The PGA, McCain Foods, Lamb 
Weston and Cavendish Farms made 
a $1 million investment over five 
years to establish the chair in potato 
science. Western Canada has few 
researchers dedicated to the potato 
industry and the new chair will 
enhance and expand the current 
capacity.

“Dmytro’s arrival in southern 
Alberta is a result of unprecedented 
collaboration between the potato 
industry and the University,” says 
David Hill, director of development, 
Southern Alberta Agriculture 
Program, in a press release. “For 
the potato growers and processors 
to have had the long-term vision, 
insight and dedication to work with 
the U of L to enable a potato research 
program focused on the needs of the 
industry is significant. This initiative is 
a key element of the renewed focus 
on agriculture and agri-business that 
is being pursued by the University 

and its partners. It is an exciting 
time for the University and the 
students who will benefit from 
participation in this program.”

Yevtushenko plans to co-
ordinate his research programs 
with the needs of the local 
industry. His major research 
interests are in the areas of 
plant biotechnology and 
breeding, with focus on crop 
improvement and food safety 
using modern techniques that 
involve molecular biology, plant 
tissue culture, and genetics. 
While he has researched 
many plant species, he prefers 
working with potatoes. His 
experience working in the 
plant biotechnology industry 
has given him an appreciation 
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for the concerns of producers. 
He has a broad range of research 
expertise, including development 
of potato genotypes with wide-
spectrum disease resistance and 
large-scale production of virus-free 
seed potatoes in vitro. Among other 
projects, his research plans include 
improvement of tuber yields through 
epigenetic enhancement of current 
potato cultivars and speeding up 
the potato breeding process using 
innovative methods.

Yevtushenko is eager to get started 
and he’ll be visiting local potato 
farms and facilities in the next few 
weeks. His lab is being retrofitted in a 
construction trailer near Hepler Hall, 
where he will conduct research until 
lab space becomes available through 
the Destination Project construction. 
After it opens this summer, he’ll be 
starting his research projects. In 

September, Yevtushenko will teach a 
course in plant breeding and genetics 
with a component specific to potato 
agriculture. He also plans to have 
students working in his lab and, in 
the future, he hopes to develop co-
operative opportunities for students.

GFSI Recognition for  
CanadaGAP Option D

(March 24, 2016)  CanadaGAP® is 
pleased to announce that it has 
been recognized by the Global Food 
Safety Initiative (GFSI) for Option 
D certification for Repacking and 
Wholesaling.

CanadaGAP submitted Option D 
for GFSI Benchmarking in 2015, and 
successfully completed the process 
including a public stakeholder 
consultation earlier in 2016. “We 
are delighted to achieve this 
recognition,” noted Jack Bates, Chair 

of the CanadaGAP Board of Directors. 
“Many repacking and wholesaling 
companies both within and outside 
of Canada will benefit from a new 
GFSI-recognized option for their food 
safety certification.”

CanadaGAP certification Option 
D has been available to repacking 
and wholesaling companies since 
April 2014. Before that, the standard 
was known as the CPMA Repacking 
and Wholesale Program, which was 
originally developed by the Canadian 
Produce Marketing Association. Many 
companies are already using the 
program or have been CanadaGAP-
certified under Option D over the last 
two years. 

CanadaGAP is also GFSI-recognized 
for certification options B and C 
since 2010 under the following GFSI 
scopes: 

BI - Farming of Plants •	
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

April 2016
Apr 1 - 30 PEI Burger Love

Apr 12  Seed Piece Treatment Training 
  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Apr 12-14 CPMA Trade Show & Convention 
  Calgary, AB

Apr 13  Cavendish Research Day 
  Credit Union Place, Summerside, PEI

Apr 13-14 AIC Conference 2016:   
  Disseminating Agricultural Research 
  Ottawa, ON

Apr 13  Loader/Mixer Training 
  Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

June 2016
Jun 30 - Jul 1 New Brunswick AgriExpo 
  Grand Falls, NB 
  www.agriexpo.ca

D - Pre-process Handling of Plant Products •	
(includes packing and related activities such as 
cooling, trimming, grading, washing, storage, 
etc.). 

CanadaGAP Option D was also benchmarked to GFSI 
scope D - Pre-Process Handling of Plant Products, for 
activities related to repacking and wholesaling fresh 
produce (e.g., repacking, rework, storage). 

New bacteria troubles Maine seed potato 
growers
(Mar 1, 2016)  Maine seed potatoes are bought by growers 
up and down the East cost, who use them to grow their 
own spuds; yet a little-understood bacteria is bringing 
back an older potato disease and threatening the seed 
potatoes’ reputation. Tim Hobbs, the Maine Potato Board’s 
director of development and grower relations, has been 
spending a lot of his time on Dickeya, a bacteria that was 
responsible for an outbreak of the potato disease Blackleg 
in the Mid-Atlantic last year.

Blackleg is caused by a number of bacteria, but the 
disease has been kept under control in Maine seed farms 
for well over a decade, making its emergence in the south 
a bit of a mystery, until the cause was identified as Dickeya 
by Steve Johnson, a crops specialist with the University of 
Maine Cooperative Extension in Presque Isle.

Dickeya species have been a problem for European 
potato growers for decades, and the less-noxious of them, 
Dickeya dianthicola, has been in the U.S. living among 
ornamental plants since the 1950s and recently started 
transitioning to potatoes and other crops, according to 
Hobbs.

For the first time in Hobb’s memory, last year the Maine 
Potato Board asked the Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry to note the presence of 
Blackleg in their field surveys of seed lots and include the 
findings in their North American Certified Seed Potato 
Health Certificate.

Eighty-three percent of seed lots had no Blackleg 
symptoms last year, and about 8 percent of them had more 
than a quarter of a percent of the disease, Hobbs said.

The potato board is asking the Department of Agriculture 
to note Blackleg symptoms again this year and to do three 
readings during the summer. Dickeya symptoms include 
nonemergence of potatoes, blackened stems and wilting 
plants. 

The Maine Potato Board also is considering the possibility 
of setting a tolerance threshold for its presence in seed 
certification, as is done for viruses.

The trouble with Dickeya is it may not be symptomatic in 
Maine’s cooler climate, but when the potatoes are planted 
in the Mid-Atlantic fields, the environment may let the 
bacteria thrive and disrupt farmers’ rotation plans, Hobbs 
said.

Dickeya can only survive in the soil three months, but 
it can survive for more than a year on debris from corn 
— a common rotation crop with potatoes in the Mid-
Atlantic — as well as on brassicas, the family of cruciferous 
vegetables and canola, Hobbs said.

While the emergence of Dickeya has put a lot of pressure 
on the Maine Potato Board to help protect the quality of 
a key agricultural export, Hobbs said they are lucky no 
potato growers in North America are dealing with Dickeya 
solani, the more active species of the bacteria found in 
Europe that causes huge crop losses and is grounds for a 
quarantine.

Source:  Banjor Daily News



Prevent blight 
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Early and late blight has a way of sneaking up on you. Quietly adapting and mutating, and then 
attacking, leaving your potato crop at risk. That’s why you need Manzate® Pro-Stick™ fungicide. The  
multi-site, broad-spectrum disease activity of Manzate Pro-Stick not only works by preventing 
disease, it also is one of the only fungicides that after decades of use, has not developed disease  
resistance. That’s a good thing! So keep your potato yields strong, and blight in the shadows with  
Manzate Pro-Stick. To learn more, contact your local distributor, or UPI representative today.
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MAKE TIME FOR WHAT REALLY MATTERS. 
CORAGEN® CAN HELP.
You’re proud of your potato crop. Let’s face it. No one ever looks back and wishes they’d spent more time 
controlling crop damaging, yield robbing insects. We get that. DuPont™ Coragen® is powered by Rynaxypyr®, 
a unique active ingredient and a novel mode-of-action that delivers extended residual control of European 
corn borer, decreasing the number of applications needed in a season. And, if your Colorado potato beetle 
seed treatment control breaks late in the season, Coragen® can provide the added control you need, so you have 
time for more important things. Its environmental pro� le makes Coragen® a great � t for an Integrated Pest 
Management Program and it has minimal impact on bene� cial insects and pollinators when applied at label rates.1 

For farmers who want more time and peace of mind, Coragen® is the answer. 
Questions? Ask your retailer, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit coragen.dupont.ca
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1 In line with Integrated Pest Management and Good Agricultural Practices, insecticide applications should be made when pollinators are not foraging to avoid unnecessary exposure.
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