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Chairman’s Comments
by Gary Linkletter, Board Chairman

I don’t know why, but I have been dreaming a lot 
lately. Weird stuff! Last night I dreamt that someone was 
complaining that Linkletter Road was too low and caught 
too much snow in the winter, so Highways found a lot of 
extra fill from some other project, and decided to raise 
the road, like about 200 feet. The plan was unannounced 
and progressed quickly. The first I knew of it was when I 
went to go home from work and was faced with this huge 
monstrosity. 

Getting in my half ton, I found that the shop crew had 
put a blade on the front. When I asked why, they said the 
road still had unlevelled loads of fill and I would have to 
push them aside to get home. My attention now focused 
on the top of the road which was too narrow and would 
be unsafe for people to drive on that high up, and I also 
started wondering how we were going to get machinery 
from field to field. 

We got some highway officials who were surprised there 
would be a problem, and who came with us as we started 
measuring how wide the field machinery was. They were 
very concerned there could be an issue resulting from 
their grand project, but despite listening with interest, 
they were reluctant to make many changes to the new 
and improved road that few people could now use, or to 
address any of the problems presented to them.

As I said, weird stuff -  but you know, now in the light of 
day, it resembles a lot of issues we are facing in the industry. 
Great and unwieldy laws have been made to control how 
we farm, how we rotate our crops, and how we water our 
land in dry spells. The laws have been made in response 
to public pressure and made with good intentions, but 
like the new road in my dream, the results have been a 
little unrealistic. The science of both the environment 
and of farming has been lost in public opinion. People 
are properly concerned about the environment, but do 
not realize the solutions implemented are not helpful or 
practical. 

We need a viable potato industry on PEI.  Island residents 
need all the jobs and taxes that accrue from farming.   

Tourism needs a beautiful cultivated countryside for 
visitors to revel in.  Much of our history and way of life 
focus on the potato; however, the impact of a few vocal 
people insisting on excess regulation has been creating a 
highway in the sky that no one can use.

I hope you will talk to your neighbors and your MLAs 
about the realities of farming, about all the practical 
steps you take to protect the environment, and for you 
in dry sections of the province, of how your crops could 
make use of irrigation in dry years. Let us encourage 
our government to proceed with practical regulations 
that actually do some good. A 200 foot high roadway 
where you cannot even get in your own driveway is not 
a solution.

Hope I sleep better tonight!

Fox Island Seed Available 
For Delivery Spring 2014

 

E1        All Blue
E2        Alpine Russet
E1        Chieftain
E2        Classic Russet
E2        Norvalley
E2        Russet Burbank
E2        Sangre

For additional details, contact Mary Kay Sonier

(902) 892-6551 or mary@peipotato.org
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Potato BoaRD News
The Moratorium on High Capacity Wells for 
Supplemental Irrigation 

In the fall of 2012 the Potato Board participated in 
making a presentation to the Ministers of Agriculture 
and Environment, Labour & Justice about the benefits of 
supplemental irrigation for potatoes and to request that 
the government look at lifting the moratorium on deep 
water wells that had been in place since 2001. Over the 
next year the Board was told numerous times by the 
Department of Environment that studies had been done 
showing that there was a plentiful supply of groundwater 
on PEI with a very high recharge rate and that the 
moratorium would be lifted soon.  This announcement 
was never forthcoming and the issue has definitely come 
into prominence in local media in 2014.

The Department of Environment, Labour and Justice 
released a new water extraction policy in January 2013.  
This can be found on the Department’s website.  The 
updated policy takes into account not only the level of 
annual groundwater recharge, but also how groundwater 
levels affect base flow in Island rivers and streams.  

The Board has continued to ask the provincial 
government for an answer to the question “Has the 
science been done, since the moratorium was put in place, 
that would allow the lifting of  moratorium on wells for 
agricultural irrigation?”  During this time the Board has:

 1)     Developed a position paper explaining  the benefits 
to the potato industry for allowing growers the choice to 
provide supplemental irrigation to their crop using deep 
water wells.  This was communicated via press release. 
Prior to this, Board reps presented to the Environmental 
Advisory Committee in July 2013 as well as to the PEI 
Watershed Alliance at a Water Extraction Workshop in 
November 2013.  From this, the Watershed Alliance has not 
opposed going forward with removal of the moratorium.  

2)  Engaged a local public relations firm to assist with 
assistance in communications.

2)      Numerous interviews conducted by Board Chairman 
Gary Linkletter and Board General Manager Greg Donald 
with newspaper, TV and radio  reporters on the Board’s 
position.

3)  A guest opinion piece published in the Guardian 
newspaper on Saturday, January 25, 2014 reprinted on 
page 14 of this issue.

4)  Meetings with MLAs across the province to explain 
the industry position and to discuss how the information 
provided to the Board by the Department of Environment, 
Justice and Labour indicates sufficient water is available 
to support  lifting the moratorium.

Unfortunately, the discussions have escalated to 
many attacks on the potato industry in local media.  
The potato industry only supports the use of water in 
a regulated, sustainable manner.  Potato growers have 
spent considerable time and money on environmental 
stewardship initiatives over the past 15-20 years in 
response to scientific research as well as regulation.   Like 
other citizens of PEI, we rely on our government to sponsor 
scientific work that will form the basis of responsible 
decisions and that they will make those decisions in an 
open and transparent manner.

If the science is there to lift the moratorium, then that 
should be done.  If more studies  need  to be conducted, 
then that decision should be communicated as well.  
Above all we need clear and responsible communication 
from our government.

Meeting with Minister of Fisheries Gail Shea

Prior to Christmas, Board representatives Chairman 
Gary Linkletter, General Manager Greg Donald and Seed 
Coordinator Mary Kay Sonier had the opportunity to meet 
with Minister Gail Shea to discuss concerns with federal 
government actions and policies affecting the potato 
industry.  Top items covered were:

1)  The implementation date of April 1, 2014 of the Seed 
Potato Tuber Quality Management Program (SPTQMP) for 
shipping point inspection for seed destined for the US 
and domestically.  Board representatives expressed grave 
concern over the lack of industry consultation before this 
change was announced, the refusal to make any changes 
to the plan based on industry recommendations, and the 
trade implications this program could cause growers with 
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Meet us at the 

International Potato Technology Expo 

Booth 406 

CHARLOTTETOWN February 21-22, 2014 

 

our largest trading partner.

2)  We presented information on the increased costs 
growers were facing with the implementation of new 
fees for PCN testing and the impact this has on our 
competitiveness in the US market.  We asked Minister Shea 
to assist the potato industry in encouraging Agriculture 
Minister Gerry Ritz to push for a negotiated reduction in 
testing requirements between the US and Canada based 
on the large volume of negative test results that have 
been obtained the last five years.

3)   The PEI Potato Board has been fortunate to be involved 
in two funding proposals that have been approved by 
the federal government – one Canadian Potato Council 
Agri-Science Research Cluster proposal and the other a 
Canadian Potato Council AgriMarketing proposal.  The 
issue is major delays with the preparation and approval 
of agreements for signing which has delayed start of the 
projects by almost a full year.  

Minister Shea, as always, was interested in hearing our 
concerns and to doing what she could to move them 
forward.

District Seed Meetings

A series of Seed District Meetings were sponsored by 
the PEI Potato Board Seed Committee in December 2013.  
The purpose of the meetings was to update growers on 
training opportunites for the Seed Potato Tuber Quality 
Management Program (SPTQMP), report on the Post 
Harvest Test Audit results from 2013 and obtain feedback 
from growers on the direction we should be heading with 
regard to planting caps.  

Sandra Wright-Shaw of CFIA provided the update on 
the SPTQMP.  Training sessions will be offered in mid-
February.

Brian Matheson and Dwight Thompson provided an 
update on the post harvest test audit conducted in 2013.  
Results were very encouraging.  Over 95% of the acres 
audited were planted with seed meeting the planting 
requirements.  In addition, of the 1,700 acres inspected 
in the field as part of the audit, 75% were within 1% of 
the post harvest virus test reading and 93% were within 
3%.  There were a few outliers noted, but overall the test 
is giving growers a good idea of what they will see in the 
field the next year.

Those at the meeting were then asked if they would 
support keeping the planting cap as it is or if they would 
like to look at lowering it further.  The majority were in 
favour of the status quo.  In addition, growers were asked 
if those who were audited and did not meet requirements 
should be subject to a penalty.  The majority were in favour 
of a penalty but opinions varied on what form the penalty 
should take.  

Feedback provided will go back to the Seed Committee 
for further discussion and action.
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HZPC Americas Corp.
T (902) 892-2004 F (902) 892-0321
E hzpc@hzpc.ca I  www.hzpc.ca

Promising
Varieties

INNOVATOR SIFRA

VIVALDIFABULA

Quality seed potatoes

Seed Potato Discussion
The Seed Committee of the Potato Board will be hosting 

an informal seed discussion round table during the:
 

PEI Potato Technology Expo
Friday, February 21, 2014

2 PM      Room (TBA)
Charlottetown Civic Centre

This will be an opportunity for seed growers to 
gather and discuss what practices they used for seed 

production in 2013 and resulting post harvest test 
results. What factors during the production season 

seem to be impacting PVY spread the most, and what 
research do we need to undertake?
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Crop Insurance Consultations

As has been the case the past several years, a working 
group of potato growers and Potato Board staff met with 
representatives of the PEI Crop Insurance Corporation 
to discuss any issues growers had experienced with the 
program in 2013 and possible changes to improve the 
program for 2014.  An update on changes will be provided 
in upcoming issues. 

Seed Potato Tuber Quality Management Program 
(SPTQMP)

In January 2014, CFIA received a response from USDA/
APHIS on the CFIA proposal to use the SPTQMP program 
for shipping point inspection for seed potatoes moving 
to the United States.  The response indicated that USDA 
would require a third party shipping point inspection in 
order for Canadian seed potatoes (for both recertification 
and commercial planting) to move to the United States.  
Therefore, while the SPTQMP will become mandatory for 
domestic shipping as of April 1, 2014, it will not be utilized 
for seed shipments to the US.

CFIA will continue to do shipping point inspection 
for loads of seed going to the US and standard fees and 
overtime charges will apply.  CFIA will then be working 
with industry and in consultation with our trading partners 
on an acceptable process for shipping point inspection 
moving forward.

CFIA is planning training sessions in PEI during the 
week of February 10, 2014, to start the process of training 
growers for the program for domestic seed movement.

Fox Island Employees Presented with Service 
Awards

Four staff members at the Fox Island Elite Seed Farm 
achieved milestones in 2013.

Eleanor Matthews is the Laboratory Manager at Fox 
Island.  She is responsible for maintenance of our tissue 
culture bank as well as the propagation of both plantlets 
for sale and for our own planting and minituber production 
in our screenhouses.  Her expertise has been built up by 
doing a number of different jobs on farm over the last 40 
years.  

John Campbell is the current Farm Manager at Fox 
Island.  John looks after all the field production duties 
as well as machinery and facility maintenance and 

supervision of the seasonal employees working during 
the growing season.  He has seen many changes in the 
farming industry over his 35 years at Fox Island.  Many 
operations now need specific certification courses and 
there is a lot more paperwork involved.  One of the things 
that hasn’t changed is the need for attention to detail and 
specialized practices to produce quality early generation 
seed.

Billy Getson has completed 30 seasons at Fox Island and 
is our number one seasonal  field operations employee.  
Billy has great skill in keeping all the seed lots organized, 
documented and separated during the busy planting and 
harvest seasons.  

Bonnie Brennan has also completed 30 years as a 
seasonal employee at the Elite Seed Farm.  Bonnie is very 
versatile and can tackle any job from plantlet propagation, 
lab work and maintenance of the plants in the screenhouse 
to roguing and grading.

We are very fortunate to have dedicated employees at 
our early generation production facility and congratulate 
Eleanor, John, Billy and Bonnie on achieving these 
employment milestones.

Spuds in Tubs

The PEI Potato Board is proud to help to sponsor the 
PEI Ag Sector Council’s new program “Spuds in Tubs.”  
This program will be offered to Island Grade 3 classes 
in the spring of 2014.  The initiative is modelled on the 
successful “Spuds in Tubs” program in British Columbia 
and the “Grow Your Own Potatoes” program operated by 
the British Potato Council in the UK.

Twenty-five Grade 3 classes will be able to participate 
in the first year.  Each class will be provided with a tub, 
soil, seed potatoes and directions for growing.  On a set 
date, potatoes will be harvested and weighed with a 
prize for the class with the greatest yield.  Students will 
be provided with activity sheets to learn about potatoes 
while their plants are growing.  Enterprising teachers may 
wish to help their new potato growers cook and eat their 
harvest.
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Disposition and Holdings
January 1st, 2014

13/14 vs.
2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 12/13

PEI 18,646 17,443 17,923 17,663 -1.5%
New Brunswick 11,388 7,260 9,533 9,070 -4.9%
Nova Scotia N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A* N/A*
Total Maritimes 30,034 24,703 27,456 26,733 -2.6%

Quebec 6,588 6,706 6,665 7,144 7.2%
Ontario 4,243 3,536 4,168 4,959 19.0%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 40,865 34,945 38,289 38,836 1.4%

Manitoba 11,922 10,724 13,429 15,020 11.8%
Saskatchewan 1,036 1,096 N/A* N/A* N/A*
Alberta 8,545 10,059 12,001 12,741 6.2%
British Columbia 221 710 708 656 -7.3%
Total Western Canada 21,724 22,589 26,138 28,417 8.7%

CANADA TOTAL 62,589 57,534 64,427 67,253 4.4%

* The 13/14 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

13/14 vs.
2010-2011 2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 12/13

Production 25,500,000 24,510,000 24,284,000 25,009,000 3.0%

Canadian Shipments 746,262 935,642 827,288 730,396 -11.7%
U.S. Shipments 689,072 964,257 543,595 882,042 62.3%
Export Shipments 835,489 501,802 594,240 820,455 38.1%
Total Fresh 2,270,823 2,401,701 1,965,123 2,432,893 23.8%

Processing / Local Use 3,787,571 3,939,330 3,667,215 4,172,386 13.8%

Cullage 795,916 725,816 728,881 741,193 1.7%

Total Disposition as of December 31 6,854,310 7,066,848 6,361,219 7,346,472 15.5%

PEI Holdings at January 1 18,645,690 17,443,152 17,922,781 17,662,528 -1.5%

Fresh 5,528,706 4,486,439 4,848,401 4,985,229 2.8%
Processing 10,937,639 10,432,716 10,970,915 10,386,082 -5.3%
Seed 2,179,345 2,523,998 2,103,465 2,291,216 8.9%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of December 31 (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of January 1 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of January 1 (cwt)
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator          (902) 314-1607           bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

As we move through the winter this year, we are again 
seeing a variety of weather on the Island. We had lots of 
snow in December and now in January many of the fields 
are bare.  Hopefully the up and down temperatures will 
reduce the number of volunteer potatoes and insects in 
our next crop season. 

The winter season is a busy meeting season for potato 
growers and this year is no different. I know all the meetings 
and information sessions make it a busy time for growers, 
but I encourage everyone to attend what they can and 
get the updates and participate in the networking that 
takes place at all of the meetings.

This year the 2014 International Potato Technology Expo 
Conference will take place on February 21st and 22nd at 
Red Shores in Charlottetown.  Soil and Crop will be having 
there annual conference on February 18th and 19th in 
Summerside which always covers lots of interesting topics 
for growers.  As well the Northeast Potato Technology 
Forum will be held on March 12th and 13th in Fredericton 
NB.

The 2014 Potato Expo will kick of again this year with a 
Conference Breakfast at Red Shores and the presentations 
will begin at 9:00.  We are working with staff at Red Shores 
to ensure that the room at Red Shores is fully draped and 
dark enough for the speakers. The cost for the breakfast, 
conference and tradeshow is $25.00 plus tax. To register 
online visit the show website at www.potatoexpo.ca.   

At the Potato Expo Conference, we will have 
presentations on seed management, market updates 
and crop stewardship issues. Our keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Rick Knowles from Washington State University.  Dr. 
Knowles has done a lot of work on physiological age of 
seed potatoes and how that impacts yields of processing 
potato crops.  Dr. Knowles has done extensive work with 
different varieties on strategies to manage tuber size 
distribution and crop value by managing stem numbers. 
We are looking forward to having Dr. Knowles at the Expo 
and look forward to learning from him. 

Faith Matchett, from Farm Credit Canada will give an 
overview of what 2014 will hold in store for the agriculture 

industry.  Faith is the overall operations manger with FCC 
in the Atlantic and Eastern Ontario regions.

We are also planning a potato crop stewardship 
session and discussion as part of the conference. Greg 
Donald, General Manager of the PEI Potato Board, will 
give an overview of the key recommendations from the 
Action Committee for Sustainable Land Management. 
Josh Dillman, Soil Engineer with the Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, will discuss some of the new 
soil conservation strategies that can be put in place to 
manage grower’s fields. As well, Pierre Petelle from Crop 
Life Canada will highlight some of the sustainable crop 
management strategies that its member companies are 
involved with on PEI. I look forward to seeing all potato 
growers at the Expo this year.
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In 2001, the Government of Prince Edward Island 
placed a moratorium on the digging of deep water wells 
for irrigation purposes in response to a desire expressed 
by the public to study the environmental implications 
of using groundwater for supplemental irrigation.  Since 
then, the Department of Environment, Labour and Justice 
has completed an evaluation of the Island’s groundwater 
resources and have established that there is an ample 
supply of our shared groundwater resource to allow for 
responsible supplemental irrigation.  Currently, permit 
applications are accepted - and in many cases approved 
- for groundwater access for industrial and municipal use; 
however, irrigation permits are not currently considered, 
despite the comparatively lower amount of groundwater 
that irrigation uses. Based on this scientific justification, 
the potato growers of Prince Edward Island are seeking 
the removal of the moratorium.

According to statistics from the Department of 
Environment, Labour and Justice, all uses of water in the 
province use less than 2% of the annual groundwater 
recharge.  Of the groundwater volume that is deemed 
available, the majority of water consumed goes to 
municipal and commercial use.  Fortunately, records 
show the annual groundwater recharge in Prince Edward 
Island is quite high and on a provincial basis the amount 
of groundwater used is quite low.  In specific areas where 
groundwater extraction is having a detrimental effect on 
rivers and streams (eg. the Winter River watershed), this is 

due to year-round over-extraction of water for municipal 
consumption.  On the other hand, using groundwater 
for supplemental irrigation requires water for a limited 
number of applications during the growing season only 
and deposits that water back on the land that it was 
extracted from.  

The PEI potato industry is not asking for unfettered 
access to groundwater.  In fact, the Department of 
Environment, Labour and Justice has a permitting 
process already in place (revised in January 2013) which 
evaluates requests to dig wells and issues permits based 
on necessary assessments. This new policy was developed 
based on local studies done by the Canadian Rivers 
Institute and utilizing assessment methods developed in 
the UK and adapted to PEI conditions.  The Department 
continues to monitor surface and groundwater levels at 
various locations across the province, and permits would 
not be issued if they would overuse the water resources in 
a specific watershed.  

Climate change is producing extended periods of dry 
weather during the summer months, and potatoes are 
particularly sensitive to extended periods of drought.  
Lack of moisture limits potato yield per acre as well as 
compromising product quality.  Irrigation will not be 
feasible for all growers and locations; however, where it 
does make economic and environmental sense, a more 
consistent supply of water should actually allow for a 
reduction of other agricultural inputs that can affect 

science Indicates ample Groundwater 
for supplemental Irrigation
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the environment, particularly fertilizer, while improving the return per acre for 
farmers.

The potato industry in PEI is the backbone of our economy and contributes 
over 1 billion dollars annually in direct and spin-off effects.  The health of this 

industry affects PEI residents from all walks of life:  farm employees, truckers, teachers in rural communities, potato 
processing plant employees, car and truck salespeople, farm service companies, health care workers, and many more.  
The agriculture industry also contributes to the pleasing agricultural vistas that our tourists come from all over the world 
to enjoy.  

By requesting a lifting of the moratorium on deep water wells for supplemental irrigation, the potato industry is 
looking for access to groundwater in a responsible, sustainable manner.  Scientific models and monitoring have shown 
that groundwater resources are considerable, and that the amount of water that growers would utilize would be only a 
tiny fraction of the annual groundwater recharge, if permits are approved based on requirements identified in the newly 
developed water extraction policy.  

A healthy potato industry can help foster both the provincial economy and environment sustainability if policy 
decisions are based on fact and managed responsibly.

This guest editorial appeared in the Charlottetown Guardian on January 25th, 2014, signed by Gary Linkletter, Chairman of 
the PEI Potato Board.

Left:  A public service announcement that the Department of the Environment ran in the 
February 1st, 2014 issue of The Guardian.  Together with a presentation by Bruce Ray-
mond to the Federation of Agriculture AGM, the government is starting to communicate 
factual messages about water use and availability to the public.
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SEED AVAILABILITY 
LISTINGS

The Potato Board has a section on our newly redesigned website  
for growers to list volumes of seed for sale.  Please call, fax,  

or email your information to the Potato Board office at: 
Tel: (902) 892-6551    Fax: (902) 566-4914   

Email:  potato@peipotato.org

Name:

Phone Number:

Variety:

Seed Class:    Virus Test:

Your business  
decisions require the  
most accurate information. 

Ag World  
     provides it. 

www.AgInspections.com 

Ag World provides independent 
agricultural inspections for potato 
growers and processors. 
Ag World Support Systems  
Contact Warren Henninger 
whenninger@AgInspections.com 
(509)760-2662 
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YOU KNOW YOU KNOW
 WHAT WORKS BEST.

With the highest performance and lowest environmental impact, Delegate™ WG insecticide 
is the new standard for potatoes. It delivers superior, fast-acting control of Colorado potato 
beetle, European corn borer – and many other chewing pests. Call our Solutions Center at 
1.800.667.3852 or visit dowagro.ca today.

Solutions for the Growing World ®™Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company 
(“Dow”) or an affi liated company of Dow.

12/12�19737 PEIPN
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PILE UP YOUR
PROFITS

manainc.ca

Arrow®

240 EC
Clethodim

Herbicide Insecticide

Silencer®

120 EC
Lambda-cyhalothrin

Alias®

240 SC
Imidacloprid

InsecticideInsecticide

Chlorpyrifos
Pyrinex® 

480 EC

 ® Alias, Arrow, Pyrinex and Silencer are registered trademarks of Makhteshim Agan of North America Inc. All others are registered trademarks of their respective companies.  
Always read and follow label directions. 13039.12.13

Protect your potatoes AND your profits.

MANA Canada offers four products to protect your potato crop and maximize your 
production, utilizing the same actives that you already rely on. MANA Canada is the right 

choice for providing optimum control of grassy weeds and pests like Colorado potato 
beetles, leafhoppers and aphids.

Support choice: ask for MANA Canada products by name. 

Same active as  
Select® and Centurion® Same active as Lorsban® Same active as Matador® Same active as Admire®
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2014 NPC Potato exPo RePoRt
by Greg Donald, General Manager, PEI Potato Board

The 2014 Potato Expo attracted a record-breaking 160 
exhibitors to the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in 
San Antonio, Texas on January 8-10th.  Potato Expo is the 
largest conference and tradeshow for the potato industry 
held in North America and representatives from the Board 
were there. 

 It was a great opportunity to network with key decision 
makers and international industry leaders while learning 
about the latest trends and innovations in the industry 
and seeking out new opportunities to grow our business.   
Unfortunately, nasty weather this year throughout the 
Midwest, Eastern States and many parts of Canada made 
travel tough, keeping some folks from making it to the 
nation’s biggest potato event.

Although our PEI contingent was light because of 
inability to travel, PEI Potatoes were well represented by 
those that made it and manned our booth at the trade 
show exhibit.  There were many inquiries about PEI seed 
and many seed directories were given out.

The speakers program kicked off on Wednesday morning 
January 8th with the United Potato Growers Potato 
Business Summit.  This program provided some excellent 
presentations, including information on the market 
outlook for commodity crops as well as a fertilizer market 
outlook.  Unfortunately, the outlook for commodity crops 
is not very optimistic considering healthy crop reserves 
and favourable crop production.  Fortunately, it appears 
that producers will see lower fertilizer costs in 2014 as the 
fertilizer market outlook is for downward trending prices 
for all the major nutrients.  

Of particular interest in the Business Summit were 
presentations on European, Canadian and US potato 
production and market outlook.  As reflected in current 
fresh market prices, 2013 potato production is relatively 
balanced with demand.  As producers make their 2014 
cropping plans they must consider the challenges 
with decreasing consumption, national trend line yield 
increases (5 cwt / acre / year), over capacity of fresh packers 
and the (in)ability of our sectors to act together.  The 
industry needs stability and balance.  If producers plant 

the same acreage as 2013 and considering the described 
challenges there will be too many potatoes in 2014.  So 
producers must consider these challenges and only plant 
the necessary acres to supply their customer’s needs.

There were also a number of other very interesting 
presentations at the Business Summit, including an update 
on the US restaurant industry and domestic demand in 
retail and restaurants.  In the second presentation, a study 
was discussed that determined that ads featuring potatoes 
are far more effective if the images used show prepared 
potato images instead of pictures of raw potatoes.  This 
was especially the case for red varieties.  Finally, there was 
a study of “Millennials” that was presented by the Sterling-
Rice Group, commissioned by the US Potato Board.  This 
study gave a great deal of insight into this important 
demographic group.

You can view the Business Summit presentations at 
potatobusinesssummit.com

The speakers program continued over the next two days 
of the Expo, including keynote speakers like international 
politics, economics, and energy expert Peter Zeihan, 
economist/actor Ben Stein, and MLB pitcher and Olympian 
Jim Abbott.  There were also many other general session 
speakers on various topics along with breakout sessions 
that focused on Chip, Fresh, Processing and Seed Sectors.

The Potato Expo was once again a great way to celebrate 
what’s happening in the potato industry, make new 
connections and catch up with old friends.

BUCKWHEAT FOR SALE
 

contact: 
John MacLauchlan

(902) 676-2982
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Always read and follow label directions. Titan™ and Emesto™ are trademarks of the Bayer Group. Bayer CropScience is a member of CropLife Canada.

Proof? Proof.
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Your liquid potato seed-piece treatment shouldn’t leave you guessing. With the exclusive red coverage 
of Titan™ Emesto™, a quick glance is all you need to be 100% sure that your seed-pieces are fully 
protected. And Titan Emesto protects your crop against the broadest spectrum of insects and major 
seed-borne diseases, including rhizoctonia, silver scurf and fusarium – even current resistant strains 
through the use of two new modes of action. Your potato crop is too important for guesswork. 
Be absolutely sure you’re getting complete protection.

Visit www.BayerCropScience.ca/TitanEmesto to see Titan Emesto in action.
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A feature presentation by Dr. John Purdy on How to 
Reduce Your Pesticide Risk Near Aquatic Environments 
is one of many current topics of interest to PEI potato 
producers planned for the 33rd Annual Conference of the 
P.E.I. Soil & Crop Improvement Association to be held at 
Credit Union Place, Summerside.

The conference is being held in conjunction with the 
P.E.I. Department of Agriculture & Forestry’s Cereal & 
Oilseed Workshop.  Both events are being held on Tuesday, 
February 18th and Wednesday, February 19th, 2014.

“With support from CropLife Canada, and through 
local consultations and visits to the province, Dr. Purdy 
of Abacus Consulting Services Ltd, Campbellville, Ont, is 
very familiar with the current situation on PEI” says John 
Hooper, President of PEISCIA.  Dr. Purdy has extensive field 
research experience with more than 100 major ecological 
and environmental research projects, including ground 
breaking research on analytical chemistry, environmental 
behaviour and modelling of pest control products after 
application, and studies of effects of pesticides.  “His 
insights and knowledge will provide producers ideas in 
reducing the risk to off-target organisms, such as fish”, 
added John.

Other conference topics of specific interest to potato 
producers include Weed Control in Potato Production; 
Challenges and Trial Results by Gavin Graham, Integrated 
Pest Management Specialist, New Brunswick Department 
of Agriculture, Aquaculture & Fisheries;  Weather 
Information and Crop Management – How Available 
Resources can Help with Claude Cote and Linda Libby, 
Warning Preparedness meteorologists, Environment 
Canada; How to Maintain Soil Organic Matter and Cover 
Crops to Protect the Soils & Improve Crop Quality by Dr. 
John Jemison, University of Maine and Wireworms in PEI – 
A Growing Problem with Joanne Driscoll, PEI Horticultural 
Association and Shauna Mellish, PEI Department of 
Agriculture & Forestry.

John Hooper also indicated that the PEI Soil and Crop 
Improvement Association will also be recognizing a 
Cash Crop Producer and a Livestock Producer for the Soil 

Conservationist of the Year Awards.

In addition, over the two day period of the two events, 
there will numerous topics on cereal, oilseeds, corn and 
forage production and marketing, producer panels 
and updates of various programs and/or opportunities 
available to Island producers.  The guest speaker for the 
Cereal & Oilseed Workshop is Dr. David Hooker, Field 
Crop Agronomist and Assistant Professor, University of 
Guelph.

The complete agenda with registration details is 
available online at www.peiscia.ca, select Events and 
Notices or at www.peifarm.ca, select Calendar of Events.

Trimble® AgGPS® Autopilot™
Automated guidance with one inch 

repeatability from planting to harvest.

Cellular or Radio RTK networks available in 
PEI, NB and NS.

Steer your planter and hiller with any of 
these systems: Steerable Axles, Orthman 
Coulters, Sunco AcuraTrak, Side Shift and  

3 pt hitch Navigators.

For more information please contact:
Will MacNeill (902) 856-2638

Atlantic Precision Agri Services Inc.
(902) 859-3126 

www.atlanticprecision.ca

Crop Cultivation Near to aquatic environments:  
Keynote Presentation Planned for PEISCIA Conference
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Post Harvest Test Results:  2013 Crop
by Mary Kay Sonier, Seed Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

The first samples are taken 
the last week of June and 

are taken twice weekly until 
early September. In 2013, 

“other” aphid numbers 
were lower than 2012 in 
July although they rose 
towards the end of the 

season.    This late season 
increase in numbers did 

not appear to result in an  
increase in PVY spread.

Figure 1:
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Post Harvest Test results for the 2013 crop were much 
more encouraging than results received only a year ago.  
The pass rate of seed lots with a result less than or equal 
to 3% total virus in the lab test was approximately 80%.  
As has been the norm for many years in PEI, very few 
samples with PLRV were identified.

Seed acreage in PEI and across Canada was down in 
2014 and the varying pass rate by variety will affect 
availability of clean seed in some cases.  A few of the 
major varieties had a pass rate right around the average 
- Russet Burbank, Shepody, Atlantic and Dark Red 
Norland.  Superior did not fare as well with a pass rate of 
approximately 66% and both Yukon Gold and Goldrush, 
as in recent  years, had a lower pass rate of only 60%.  
The category of  “other” varieties had a good pass rate 
of 86%.  This group contains several varieties that have 
some resistance to PVY such as Eva, Yukon Gem, and 
Carlingford.  

The Aphid Alert program involves a series of 
approximately 40 yellow pan traps placed in potato 
fields across the Island.  Growers monitor the traps and 
take the samples twice weekly from late June to early 

September.  PEI Department of Agriculture staff analyze 
the samples and identify the various aphids into the 
following categories:  potato aphids, buckthorn aphids 
and green peach aphids (which can all live and colonize 
on potatoes) and the catch-all category of “other” 
aphids, which may include species like pea aphids, corn 
aphids, tree aphids, etc. that may move through the 
crop while searching for a more preferred food source.  
The problem with the “other “aphid category is that 
these aphids are capable of spreading PVY,  and the 
damage may be done before they are killed by an in-
furrow insecticide.

 In 2013, research work began through the National 
Horticulture Cluster Research Program, to  continue 
looking at ways to minimize virus spread, including 
various rates of oil, timing of oil sprays, rates of oil 
coupled with rates of aphicide and different types of 
oil.  The PVY project is also looking at the prevalence of 
different strains of PVY.

There are a few main difficulties in limiting PVY spread 
in susceptible varieties:

-  Even with planting caps, there is always some  
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In 2004, 2007 (65% pass rate - within < or = 3% cap for PVY), 2009 (56% pass rate), and 2012 (57% pass rate), the PEI seed 
potato industry in PEI faced a low pass rate for our laboratory post harvest test.  These results were somewhat surprising at the 
time - although we had come to realize that non-potato colonizing or “other” aphids early in the season were a major factor 
in PVY spread, the population peaks were well below the peak of over 90 aphids/trap that we experienced in the late 90’s and 
in 2001.  From our aphid alert trap catch numbers it does not seem to take a large number of aphids early in the season, when 
plants are young and actively growing, for PVY spread to take place.  Fortunately the 2013 aphid numbers seemed to be below 
this threshold and the average pass rate rebounded to approximately 80%.  Seed growers continue to struggle to determine 
which practices can help them to consistently keep PVY levels down regardless of the environment and aphid numbers.
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 -  The high number of aphid species that can spread 
PVY and the speed with which it can be spread.

-  It is very difficult to predict ahead of time what kind 
of an aphid season we are going to have.

Unfortunately many of the varieties that we are still 
growing are susceptible to PVY.  However, we have seen 
improvement in the pass rate of some varieties that have 
traditionally had a lower pass rate due to PVY infection, 
such as Shepody.   Goldrush seems to have had high 
levels of infection of PVY in recent years, but we have 
seen an increase in acreage of some varieties that do 

have resistance to PVY, particularly for the table market 
where growers have more choice in what they grow.

There were some delays in the delivery of test results 
this year due to changes in operations and facilities for 
the grow out of the plants.

The Board and staff of the Potato Quality Institute 
will be doing a thorough review of the testing program 
in 2013/14 and instituting changes to ensure that we 
return to what has been the normal schedule whereby all 
results for samples dropped off in time for fall dormancy 
breaking are back to growers by the New Year.
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UNIteD Potato PaRtNeRs seMINaR
by Ryan Barrett, Communication/Research Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

The United Potato Growers of Canada held their annual  
Partners Seminar on Friday, January 24th at Red Shores in 
Charlottetown.  Over one hundred growers and industry 
representatives attended the seminar, which featured a 
diverse group of informative speakers.

First on the agenda was Jerry Wright, CEO of the United 
Potato Growers of America.  Mr. Wright spent much of his 
presentation sharing some of the information that was 
presented at the Potato Business Summit held in San 
Antonio earlier in the month.  Some interesting facts from 
these presentations included:

The world had reached peak farmland use, with •	
increases in food production coming from yield 
increases due to technology advances rather 
than acreage increases.

Potatoes are the most input-efficient of the •	
major world crops.

Corn, soybean, and wheat are all forecast to be •	
in oversupply in 2014.  As a result, commodity 
prices are trending downward.

The European Union are becoming more •	
aggressive at exporting potatoes and potato 
products worldwide.  They are largely doing 
this through government subsidies and freight 
assistance.

Competition with the EU is causing major North •	
American french fry processors to cut prices 
to compete, leading to pressure on the cost of 
raw.

French fry consumption among the “Millenial” •	
generation has decreased by about 25%, but 

this generation is starting to increase fresh 
potato consumption.

Most growth in fresh shipments have been in •	
reds, yellows, and other specialty varieties.

A study shared by the US Potato Board showed •	
that ads showing prepared potatoes sold more 
potatoes than ads showing raw potatoes.

Mr. Wright’s primary message was that growers across 
North America have to be diligent to only grow the 
amount of potatoes that the marketplace needs.  With 
increasing trendline yields and no growth in the total 
market for potatoes, this will necessitate a gradual 
decrease in acreage to avoid oversupply, which has a 
disproportionate downward pressure on prices.  

Wireworm has been a hot topic for many growers in 
recent years, so Dr. Christine Norohna, a researcher with 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, presented on dealing 
with this increasingly prevalent and damaging pest.  Dr. 
Norohna has been conducting research on click beetles 
and their larval form, wireworms, for a number of years 
and has been working in tandem with the potato industry 
to find control solutions.

Dr. Norohna presented findings from a click beetle survey 
done in 2012 that has shown a staggering explosion of click 
beetle numbers from the last survey in 2009.  The average 
number of click beetles per field across the province has 
increased eight-fold in that time, with some areas of the 
province seeing over twenty times more beetles in 2012.  
Dr. Norohna also reviewed some of the chemical control 
options that have been explored.  Only Thimet (currently 
in use) and Capture (in approval process now) show any 
level of control, and neither actively reduce wireworm 
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populations.

Where there is room for optimism relates to research 
being done on the wireworm controlling effects of rotation 
crops such as brown mustard and buckwheat.  These 
crops naturally produce chemicals in their roots that kill 
wireworms, and incorporating mustard and buckwheat at 
the time of wireworm feeding in the early fall may hold 
promise in lowering wireworm populations.  There were 
a number of questions from growers in attendance and 
more research is planned for 2014.

Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager of the United Potato 
Growers of Canada, shared an update on Canadian 
production data.  While total Canadian planted acreage 
declined 3.2% in 2013, strong yields in most of the country 
resulted in a 2.6% increase in total production.  Canada 
produced 102.7 million cwt of potatoes in 2013, with PEI 
producing 25 million cwt.  The average Canadian yield 
was 292 cwt/acre, compared with a 281 cwt/acre yield 
here on the Island.  Fresh market holdings are higher than 
normal in Ontario and Quebec, but increased movement 
rates during the holiday season has helped to reduce 
these inventories. 

Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator with the PEI Potato 
Board and Canadian Vice-President of the PMANA gave a 
brief overview of processing capacity in North America.  
Lamb-Weston holds 40% of processing capacity in North 
America and eleven of their twelve plants are located in 
the Pacific Northwest, enabling them to be the industry 
trend-setter when it comes to the price of raw and the 
price of finished product.  All of the major processors are 
dealing with increased competition from Europe and are 
looking at every option to decrease their costs.  Scott also 
shared preliminary updates on 2014 contract negotiations, 
almost all of which are only in preliminary stages.

The final speaker of the day was Steve Holland of 
Washington, returning by popular demand to share key 
learnings on how important seed size and seed spacing 
is at increasing yields.  The ideal seed piece is 1.5 to 3.0 
ounces, and over 70% of see should be in this range to 
ensure a good crop.  The most cuts on a seed piece, the 
lower the productive potential.  Undersized seed should 
not be even planted, as it will cost more to grow that plant 
than what it will yield.  

Growers should also be sure to avoid seed piece 
bruising, sprouting, and excess physiological aging, as 
well as ensuring planter spacing to be within optimum 

ranges.  Increasing planter speed by as little as 0.1 mph 
can lead to high levels of misses or doubles, which in turn 
decreases yield potential.  Steve had an extensive deck of 
slides showing trials performed on various seed sizes and 
seed spacing in an effort to maximize yield potential for 
growers.

Grower feedback from surveys completed following 
the seminar were overwhelmingly positive, with growers 
eager to learn as much as possible in order to improve 
their own farm operations.  Thanks to the UPGC and their 
funding partners for another successful Seminar this 
year.

Part of the crowd attending the United Potato Partners 
Seminar on January 24th, 2014 in Charlottetown.

From left to right:  Ray Keenan, President of the UPGC;  
Dr. Christine Noronha, AAFC Research Scientist; 

and Steve Holland, Holland Agricultural Services.
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tHe IMPoRtaNCe oF PaCKaGING
by Kendra Mills, Marketing Director, PEI Potato Board

I talked in the last article about projects on the 
horizon, and one of them is an effort to streamline our 
presence at retail through our packaging. For a brand 
and industry like ours, packaging is arguably our biggest 
asset and maximizing our communication and branding 
opportunities are crucial.

Currently, if you visit any grocery store, there are potato 
bags of all sizes, shapes, colors, varieties, and regions.  Many 
of these are using very little rationale or market research 
to assess saleability and attractiveness to the consumer. 
We internally call this the “checkerboard” effect, making 
for a difficult shopping experience for a consumer that is 
not conducive to making a re-purchase.

To further create packaging inconsistencies, we have 
two versions of our own industry packaging in the market. 
An older, established, historic and somewhat nostalgic 
version we call the “Map” bag, and a re-launch, newer, 
contemporary bag, intended to be a premium pack in the 
market - a version we call the “Anne” bag. 

We also know that generic or store brands are included 
in that mix. We regularly are talking to potato buying 
retailers about the virtues of PEI Potatoes, and having a 
consistent packaging option based on sound research 

will hopefully have an impact on their store shelves.

The Board will be working with an agency out of Toronto 
called Hunter-Straker who specializes in packaging design 
through analyzing purchase decisions and breaking down 
the retail category. This is very exciting, as there hasn’t 
been a lot of work done on this in Canada.  Our goals for 
this project are simple:

Simplify PEI Potatoes packaging available to •	
Island packers.

Encourage tertiary brands to move to PEI •	
industry packaging if it adds value.

Provide a rationale in branding for private •	
labels to identify PEI Potatoes on their own 
packaging.

In referring to PEI identification, we see this being 
accomplished through the use of a universal “brand icon” 
that could be incorporated into a private label or current 
packer designs. It would serve as an instant connection 
back to PEI Potatoes mother brand in a similar fashion 
to the Idaho Potatoes use of the Idaho State image as a 

trademark.

We will be working closely with Hunter-
Straker, the Tablestock Committee, and 
our packaging suppliers, with support 
from the Dept of Agriculture and Culinary 
Alliance, to help make this project happen. 
Our goal will be to launch new packaging 
and branding for the 2014/15 shipping 
season.

Left:  A display of PEI Potatoes in 
Charlottetown, PE.  At least a dozen different 
packages  of PEI Potatoes are on display 
showing a range of varieties and pack sizes.
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Front Row left to right:  Blaine MacPherson, VP Agricultural Affairs, Cavendish Farms; John Wright – Fairhaven Farms (4th 
place); Alan Waugh – Willard Waugh & Sons (3rd place); Jonathan MacLennan – MacLennan Properties (1st place); John 
Griffin – W.P. Griffin (2nd Place); Andy Toombs – Bedeque Farms (5th place); Robert K. Irving, President, Cavendish Farms 

Second Row left to right:  Wayne 
Smallman – Triple S Farms (10th 
place); Kenny Waugh – Albert E. 
Waugh & Sons (8th place); Melvin 
Birch – Birch Farms (9th place);  David 
Harris – Harris Brothers (7th place); 
William Cousins – Gro-Co Farms (6th 
place)

CaveNDIsH FaRMs 
HoNoURs toP GRoweRs

The annual Cavendish Farms Grower Banquet honouring their top potato growers was held at the Delta Prince Edward 
in Charlottetown late last year. 

 Each load of potatoes delivered to Cavendish Farms facilities is graded based on a number of different criteria including 
colour, defects, gravity, cleanliness and overall professionalism of the grower. Points are allocated for each category and 
top growers are selected based on their total accumulated points for the crop year.  Each year, over 80 Island growers 
deliver over a billion pounds of potatoes to Cavendish Farms.

The Top Grower for 2013 was MacLennan Properties, winning a trip valued at $5 thousand, to a destination of their 
choice.  

GENESIS CROP SYSTEMS INC
Innovative solutions for your  

potato production challenges!

For more information contact:

Steve Watts   Tel: (902) 940-7465 
s.watts@pei.sympatico.ca
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CHeeRING oN HeatHeR to GoLD!
PEI Potato Board’s Brand Ambassador headed to 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi

Prince Edward Island Potatoes Brand Ambassador 
and 2010 Olympic Gold Medallist Heather Moyse 
will be defending her gold medal in bobsled along 
with her teammate Kaillie Humphries on February 
18th and 19th at the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi.  
Heather and Kaillie recently won the World Cup title 
this season after three golds and five podium finishes 
in World Cup races leading up the Olympics.

Heather has been prominently wearing “I Y PEI 
Potatoes” badges and clothing during her World 
Cup season and her success has been covered 
extensively in the lead up to the Games.  

The Board has already been active in promoting 
Heather and wishing her well via social media, and 
a public relations plan has been formed to ensure 
that we make the best use of Heather’s time in the 
national spotlight in the next few weeks.  While we 
are restricted somewhat in messaging during the 
Olympics, there are still plenty of ways that we can 
shine a light on PEI Potatoes through the exploits of 
our Brand Ambassador.

Firstly, we have established a page on our website 
at www.peipotato.com/heather which is home to 
all things Heather, including a Q and A about her 
relationship with potatoes, photos and videos, and 
links to our other Heather-related content.

We have also set up the Bobsled Booster Club to 
enable Islanders and Canadians to send their best 
wishes to Heather by leaving a message on the site.  
We have already seen a large number of messages 
from across the country wishing Heather the best 
while visiting our website.

Finally, we are giving away some PEI Potatoes 
promotional items, including aprons, t-shirts, and 
water bottles, that have been autographed by 
Heather.  We are giving those away weekly leading 
up to Heather’s competition in the second week of 
the Olympics.

The header image from Heather’s Bobsled Booster Club page,  
where everyone can leave a message of support for Heather.

Heather Moyse and teammate Kaillie Humphries after winning 
a World Cup race in Two Woman Bobsled in Lake Placid in 

December 2013.

Header image for the entry page where people can enter 
to win autographed PEI Potatoes promotional items.
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INDUstRy UPDates

Sysco and US Foods Agree to Merge

Sysco Corporation and US Foods have announced an 
agreement to merge, creating a world-class foodservice 
company. The total enterprise value of the transaction is 
approximately $8.2 billion and the combination has been 
approved by the Board of Directors of each company.

Bill DeLaney, Sysco president and chief executive officer, 
will lead the combined company, which will continue to 
be named Sysco and headquartered in Houston, Texas. 
At closing, Sysco will have estimated annual sales of 
approximately $65 billion.

Sysco will pay approximately $3.5 billion for the equity 
of US Foods, comprising $3 billion of Sysco common 
stock and $500 million of cash. As part of the transaction, 
Sysco will also assume or refinance US Foods’ net debt, 
which is currently approximately $4.7 billion, bringing the 
total enterprise value to $8.2 billion. Sysco has secured 
fully committed bridge financing and expects to issue 
permanent financing prior to closing.

The Northeast Potato Technology Forum to be 
held March 12th and 13th, 2014.

The Northeast Potato Technology Forum is an annual 
event which provides potato researchers, extension 
specialists and industry representatives from Atlantic 
Canada and Northeastern United States an opportunity 
to discuss potato research and exchange technical 
information of benefit to the potato industry. 

The 2014 Northeast Potato Technology Forum will 
be held at the Crowne Plaza Lord Beaverbrook Hotel in 
downtown Fredericton on March 12th and 13th, 2014.  
For more information, visit www.northeastpotato.com. 

Outlook herbicide brings new tool for potato 
growers

MISSISSAUGA, ON, January 10, 2014 – BASF Canada Inc. 
(BASF) has received regulatory approval for Outlook, a 
new herbicide that will help potato growers address two 
significant challenges to their production.

As the amount and timing of rainfall becomes more 

variable, Outlook will provide consistent control of 
nightshade, pigweed and annual grasses, even under drier 
conditions. As a Group 15 herbicide, Outlook also controls 
both triazine and Group 2 resistant biotypes whose 
populations continue to increase across the country.

Outlook contains the active ingredient Dimethenamid-P 
which inhibits weed root and shoot growth, controlling 
susceptible weeds before they emerge from the soil. 
Outlook is applied after potatoes are planted but before 
they emerge from the soil. 

Technical sales support of Outlook and all other BASF 
horticultural products is provided by Engage Agro 
Corporation sales representatives.

New ‘Focus on Potato’ Webcast Covers Weed 
Resistance Management

Herbicide-resistant weeds pose significant economic 
and production challenges, particularly in specialty crops 
such as potatoes where weed control options are limited.

 And as the threat of herbicide-resistant weeds continues 
to grow due to these limited modes of action, growers must 
focus on practical considerations of weed management 
that minimize the risk of herbicide resistance in weeds.

 In the latest ‘Focus on Potato’ webcast, titled “Managing 
Weed Resistance to Herbicides in the Potato Rotation,” Dr. 
Jed Colquhoun, weed science professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison gives users an update on herbicide-
resistant weeds and a systematic way to assign herbicides 
to crops across the rotation in a manner that maintains 
weed control while utilizing multiple herbicide modes of 
action.

 View this 14-minute, open-access presentation through 
February 28, 2013.  The presentation is available at:  
http://www.plantmanagementnetwork.org/edcenter/
seminars/potato/ManagingWeedResistance

 Dozens of other potato management presentations are 
available through the Focus on Potato resource at www.
plantmanagementnetwork.org/fop.
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NoRtH aMeRICaN MaRKetING UPDates 

Canadian Marketing Update 
by Brad Brownsey 

Canadian Trade Representative 

Challenging potato market conditions persist in Ontario 
and Quebec, as both provinces deal with significantly 
larger holdings compared to the 2012/13 marketing 
year.  Following an extended period of aggressive potato 
ad placements through the holiday season, Ontario and 
Quebec have brought their fresh potato holdings “more in 
line” with historical norms.  There is increasing talk on the 
street that the mid and late season market will strongly 
turn to and ultimately favour PEI potatoes.

Though we’re several years into recovery mode from 
recession, its impact on the psyche of businesses and 
shoppers alike has materially changed vendor / retailer 
relationships and ultimately commerce.  Though tech-
nically Canada’s recession lasted only six months, today 
almost half of Canadians (47%) feel the country is still 
in recession - and this sense of malaise continues to 
profoundly affect shopping behaviour.  With consumer 
debt in Canada at an all-time high, it’s likely that consumers 
will continue to rationalize their purchases throughout 
2014.  This is not likely a passing trend but possibly a long-
term strategy in personal consumerism.

Canadian Grocer Magazine recently cited a $122 billion 
Canadian consumer transaction study conducted by 
Nielsen of Canada to better understand how consumers 
are buying.  While spending intentions are up amongst 
Canadians, Nielsen also found shopping trips per 
household are flat or declining.  So how is it that consumer 
confidence is up and financial trends are improving yet 
consumers are now visiting stores less often than before 
the recession.  Today Canadians make 174 shopping trips 
per year whereas five years earlier (2008), they made 206 
shopping trips - a decline of 32 trips a year.  Grocery stores, 
drugstores and mass merchandisers are struggling to 
maintain traffic.  In 2013 alone, shopping trips are down 
3% in grocery, 2.3% at drugstores and 2.4% amongst 
mass merchandisers.  On the other hand, warehouse 
clubs, dollar stores and online are capturing more trips 
(up 1.7%, 4.5% and 1.2% respectively).  That shouldn’t 
come as a surprise - today’s consumers are interested in 
convenience and shopping value.  These latter channels 

deliver on both those promises.

Interestingly, the Nielsen study also found that Canadians 
are spending more per trip - in fact, 8% more today than 
just a few years ago, reflecting “Hi-Low” pricing strategies 
and higher shelf retails.  But with 32 fewer shopping 
opportunities per year, retailers have less opportunity 
to interact with shoppers.  It’s becoming more and more 
challenging, particularly for traditional supermarket 
banners, to make up lost year-over-year transactional 
value, especially in ultra-competitive markets like Ontario 
and increasingly in Quebec and Atlantic Canada where  
discounters like Walmart Canada continue to increase and 
exert its Supercentre influence east of Ontario.

How can bricks and mortar retailers and suppliers 
collectively capitalize on the post-recession consumer?  
By bringing the store and their products to the consumer 
and engage with them whenever and wherever they are 
across the purchase cycle.  Advertising, blogs, social media 
and word-of-month are critical tools.  So too are dynamic 
in-store displays, coupons, sampling and interactive 
shelf-talkers once a product is in-market to continue to 
build initial and repeat sales momentum.  Social media, 
customer relationship management, text messaging 
and on-pack coupons are equally great ways to engage 
consumers once at home.  With Canadians spending 8% 
more per trip, there’s money on the table, recession or 
not!

Looking ahead, here are a few 2014 forecasts that the 
trade has recently shared with me:

•		Sharpen those pencils, as price points will still be king 
and top of mind with all consumers at all wage levels.  Yes, 
even wealthier shoppers seek to save money but they’re 
not willing to compromise their expectations of high 
quality and service simply to save a dollar.  

•	 	Wholesalers	and	 retailers	alike	will	have	 to	carefully	
evaluate their SKUs (listings) as there will be no tolerance 
for slow movers or unproductive performance if 
that item or items do not carry their weight within the 
category.   Item performance and category management 
will increasingly become a weekly conversation by the 
store management group where weekly evaluations and 
post-mortems are carried out.

•	 	 The	 future	 in	 retailing	 will	 be	 about	 performance.		
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While volume and gross margins may continue to erode, 
the buzzword for 2014 is dollar profit being generated!  
Remember the old saying: “You can’t take percentages to 
the bank!”

•	 Value-added products and convenience items 
are poised to take the next big category leap forward.  
Eating three square meals a day has all but disappeared 
over the last 10 years, giving way to more snacking and 
grazing throughout the day.  Produce merchandisers 
will undoubtedly shift their focus towards sourcing and 
marketing more value-added convenience produce 
foods that might be considered healthy grab ‘n go items.  
Other complementary products outside the produce 
department such as fresh juices, dressings, salad dips, 
yogurt dips, salsa’s, etc. are where new incremental sales 
and margins may be found as all of these products (and 
more) tie-in well with traditional dipping type veggies.

•	 Don’t	 overlook	 the	 movement towards healthy 
snacking rather than traditional items like chips and other 
salty snacks usually found in the grocery department.  The 
produce department can offer healthy alternatives such 
roasted peanuts, pistachios, hard-shell nuts, trail mixes 
and natural (baked) potato chips and stix, with some of 
these products recognized as potential super foods.  Not 
only are these products high impulse items but they’re 
usually high margin, low shrink products as well.

•		Other	growth	areas	that	are	considered	more	lifestyle	
change rather than a trend is organics and the “buy 
local / locally-grown” movements. Although these are 
not necessarily new movement, they are now embraced 
by more and more of today’s young families, single 
professionals and, in many cases, even today’s young 
seniors who are embracing health and wellness.  “Sixty is 
the new forty” in the minds of many boomers who have 
zero desire to retire or slow down anytime soon.

•		Ultimately,	retailers	need	to	elevate	produce	sales	by	
staying focused on delivering better price / value, great 
quality, defined assortment, value-added products, 
healthy alternatives and superior service to shoppers.

American Marketing Update 
by Peter Goulet 

USA Trade Representative 

Happy New Year to all.  As we approach the midpoint of 
the 2013 - 2014 potato shipping season, demand in the 
States for PEI potatoes remains very strong.   Shipments 

have been surprisingly steady as compared to last year 
and this will hopefully continue into the spring and the 
balance of the season.  This should provide a good, steady 
clean-up of the storage crop and hopefully firm prices 
until season’s end.

Retail support in the Northeast has been very good.  
Most retailers are taking advantage of our promotional 
incentive programs.  The number of ads run in weekly 
circulars is ahead of last year, even though the delivered 
price of potatoes is higher.  This bodes well for the growers 
and dealers - higher movement and higher prices.  
Surprisingly, the supermarkets retail prices are equal to 
or lower than last year.  It appears that they’re taking a 
more reasonable approach to pricing this important core 
category and this has translated to better unit movement.  
I spoke to one large retailer last week and he stated that 
his overall department’s unit movement has been down 
2 - 3% versus his budget, but that his potato category has 
been tracking up 4% overall the past few months since 
before U.S. Thanksgiving.

The severe weather patterns have certainly provided 
retailers and customers a big challenge this year.  It has 
been bitterly cold since the new year and most retailers 
say that this has negatively affected their overall sales.  
Inclement weather in many primary produce growing 
regions has also devastated many crops.  Fresh California 
citrus lost roughly 35% of their crop due to hard freezes in 
December.  Lettuce and berries were also affected.  Cold 
weather in Florida has recently damaged corn and other 
vegetable row crops.   Greenhouse grown vegetables such 
as tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers have also been in 
short supply and high priced for most of the season.  All 
of this certainly bodes well for potato suppliers as retailers 
look to other items to promote and fill their displays at store 
level.  This is pretty obvious when looking at how many 
loads of bins are being shipped to terminal markets and 
large repack operations in New England and beyond.

Overall quality and product condition has been very 
good thus far this season.  That has also positively affected 
the demand for potatoes off the island.  When receivers 
can plan and depend on a consistent quality product, 
they will continue to generate purchase orders for our 
product instead of sourcing from other areas.  I’m now 
finalizing ad agreements for the  balance of this season.  
Hopefully we’ll continue to get strong support from U.S. 
retailers and this will also help ensure a strong finish to 
this shipping season.  The Easter holiday selling season  is 
right under the corner, and that traditionally translates to 
good potato demand and movement as well.
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events.

February 2014
Feb 18-19 PEI Soil & Crop Association  
  Taking Charge Conference 
  Summerside, PE

Feb 21-22 International Potato Tech. Expo 
  Charlottetown, PE

Feb 25 & 27 Pesticide Continuing Education  
  Course  (368-4154 for more info) 
  O’Leary, PE

March 2014
Mar 2-4 Canadian Food and Restaurant 
  Association Show 
  Toronto, ON

Mar 4-6 Canadian Horticultural  
  Council AGM 
  Kelowna, BC

Mar 7  FCC Forum

  Moncton, NB

Mar 12-13 Northeast Potato Technology 
  Conference 
  Fredericton, NB

April 2014
Apr 2-4  CPMA Annual Trade Show and 
  Convention 
  Vancouver, BC

Who are you
following

on Twitter?
Each issue, we’ll note a few Twitter accounts that  

you could be following to keep on top of  
all the latest in potatoes/agriculture!

@realagriculture
RealAgriculture.com, a blog about trends 

and news in Canadian Agriculture

@PEIPotatoBoard
The PEI Potato Board private Twitter account, 
with updates on events, news, etc for growers

@PotatoPro
Potato information from PotatoPro.com

@POTATOESNB
Official Twitter account for Potatoes New Brunswick



SHOW HOURS 
Friday, February 21                   9am - 6pm
Saturday, February 22             9am - 4pm

Visit us online and check out our Conference Package!
(Conference registration is just $25.00 +tax & includes admission to the trade show!)

PRE-REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!
Register at  www.PotatoExpo.ca 
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MAKE TIME FOR WHAT REALLY MATTERS. 
CORAGEN® CAN HELP.
You’re proud of your potato crop, but let’s face it. No one ever looks back and wishes they’d spent more 
time with crop damaging, yield robbing insects. We get that. DuPont™ Coragen® insecticide belongs to a 
unique class of chemistry with a novel mode-of-action that delivers extended residual control of European 
corn borer, decreasing the number of applications needed in a season. And, if your Colorado potato beetle 
seed-treatment control breaks late in the season, Coragen® can provide the added control you need, so you 
have time for more important things. It’s also easy on bees, bene� cials and the environment.

For farmers who want more time and peace of mind, Coragen® is the answer. 
Questions? Ask your retailer, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit coragen.dupont.ca

As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.
The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science™ and Coragen® are registered trademarks or trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company. 
E. I. du Pont Canada Company is a licensee. All other products mentioned are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective companies. Member of CropLife Canada.
©Copyright 2014 E. I. du Pont Canada Company. All rights reserved.
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