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www.phillipsagri.ca

 Pioneer Seed Dealer for PEI
 Your source for industry leading Pioneer brand

   Corn, Soybean, Canola and Winter Wheat seed.
 State of the art seed treatment system for local 

   in season custom seed applied insecticides,
   fungicides and pre-inoculation.

Contact us today at:
Phone: 902-892-1275

SERVICES

Wireworm control options 
including seed treatments 

and cover crops.

SEED AVAILABLE FROM FOX ISLAND ELITE SEED FARM
Post Harvest Test results were very positive from the Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm this year.  
We are currently finalizing our sales for the spring of 2015, and at this time we have seed from the 
following varieties for sale:

 Caribe   small volume suitable for market garden

 Eramosa  small volume suitable for market garden

 Goldrush  Elite 1

 Norland  Elite 1

 Russet Burbank Elite 1 and Elite 2

 Yukon Gold  Elite 1

Other varieties that are fully booked for 2015 but that are available to forward contract for 2016 
delivery include:  Classic Russet, Eva, Ranger Russet, Sangre, Shepody and Yukon Gem.

New varieties also in the pipeline include:  Blazer Russet, Clearwater Russet, Eva, Highland Russet, 
Norvalley, Reba, Teton Russet, and Yukon Nugget.  

If there are others that you are interested in, please let us know.  We are also able to produce 
plantlet, minitubers, and field-grown seed of protected varieties on contract for variety agents.  
Please call for details.

For volume and pricing information, please contact: 
Mary Kay Sonier   Tel: (902) 892-6551   Email: mary@peipotato.org
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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, Board Chairman

Good day to everyone.  It is an honour for me to write a 
few comments as your new Chairman.  It is a role I don’t 
take lightly and I will do my best to represent each one of 
you over the next year.

The very first thing I would like to say is a big thank 
you to Gary Linkletter for his leadership as Chairman for 
the past four years.  He has shown his dedication to our 
industry and he leaves big shoes to fill.  Regretfully, he 
and his family were dealt a terrible hand this past fall; yet, 
he handled it like the diplomat that he is.  

Farming for me is not a job but a lifestyle and I follow 
one philosophy – each day when I wake up, I need to be 
prepared to learn something, and the first day I wake and 
think I know it all, I know I have a problem.  It is my hope 
as Chair that I will not only learn many new things but that 
I will be able to share some of my knowledge with you. 

As I write this report, it is hard to imagine that the 2014 
fall harvest was one of our best in years yet there is a need 
to have a meeting for growers and shippers to learn about 
equipment to detect foreign objects in potatoes.  We are all 
fortunate to be part of one of the greatest industries in the 

world.  The events over the 
last few months are mind-
blowing, and I suppose it is 
a sign of the times we live 
in. Your Board will continue to work diligently to show the 
world we are leaders in food safety.

Although we are facing some of the greatest challenges 
we’ve ever known, I believe that a positive always comes 
from a negative – this has been shown once again by all 
sectors banding together to address this attack on our 
industry.  For our industry to succeed and prosper, we 
must work together.

I encourage each of you to contact your Director or 
me if you have any issues or concerns you wish to have 
addressed. Until my next report, I wish each of you all the 
best during this shipping season.
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Potato BoaRD News
Meeting with the Department of Environment, Labour 
& Justice

The Potato Board executive has continued to put effort 
towards meeting on a regular basis with the senior staff 
at the Department of Environment to identify approaches 
that continue to protect the environment but that do not 
impose unnecessary red tape or practices on growers in 
order to be in compliance.  

The first meeting with Michele Dorsey, the new Deputy 
Minister of Environment, Labour and Justice, was held on 
December 18, 2014.  Those in attendance included Board 
Chair Alex Docherty, Vice Chair Darryl Wallace, Secretary-
Treasurer Charles Murphy, Board General Manager Greg 
Donald, Assistant General Manager Brenda Simmons, 
Seed Coordinator Mary Kay Sonier, Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture John MacQuarrie and Todd Dupuis, Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Environment, Labour and Justice.

Ms. Dorsey introduced herself and provided some 
details on her extensive experience as a private lawyer and 
consultant with significant experiencein the area of labour 
relations.  Discussion at this meeting centered on the 
current process of enforcement of regulations: complaint, 
investigate, then charge.  There is the perception that 
farmers are being treated like criminals even if infractions 
do not result in any environmental degradation.  

In discussions with the outgoing Premier, he has 
agreed that, although the crop rotation and buffer zone 
regulations will not be removed, the Province is agreeable 
to working with industry to revise the regulations to make 
them more practical in nature.  The Board provided a list 
of suggested amendments over a year ago and no further 
discussions have been held.  It is important for the industry 
that we start to see some outcomes.  In the Throne Speech 
last fall, the Premier made reference to a need to review 
current environmental protection legislation.  Industry 
representatives emphasized that this need to be explored 
further.

A second meeting was held on January 26th and this 
group will meet again in February.  The hope is to clearly 
understand the goals of the current legislation and seek the 
most practical and effective way of achieving those goals.

Action Committee on Sustainable Land Management 
Re-Formed

Now that efforts in the Barclay Brook watershed are 
well in tow, the Action Committee for Sustainable Land 
Management has been re-assembled for an extended 
mandate to focus on identifying a short list of priority 
watersheds (high risk) and work on opportunities to 
further minimize the risk of fish kills. North River will be 
on that short list.  

Thankfully, there were no potato-related fish kills in 
2014.  Nonetheless, there is a need to continue working 
implementing reasonable preventative measures that 
prevent future fish mortalities.

The Action Committee is a partnership of government, 
industry and watershed groups designed to strategically 
oversee and monitor actions by all designed to virtually 
eliminate fish kills.  Greg Donald is representing the potato 
industry on this committee.

Foreign Material Detection Workshop 

Mr. Chris Matters of Llink Consulting completed a review 
for the Potato Board in late 2014 of current technology 
available for foreign material detection in potatoes.  The 
review was sponsored by the Potato Board, ACOA and the 
PEI Departments of Agriculture & Foresty and Innovation.  

A presentation was made to growers, packers and 
dealers in December to provide an overview of the report 
and introduce growers to the technology available for 
detecting foreign material and how that technology 
could be applied to potato handling and grading facilities 
here in PEI.

A follow-up workshop was held on January 20th that 
featured technical reps from companies working with the 
various types of technology. Foreign material detection 
equipment is commonly used in food processing facilities 
but is not in widespread use in the global produce 
industry.  Much of this technology has been developed 
originally for the security industry (such as airport security 
screening) and there have been many advancements 
in recent years.  This report can be found online on the 
Potato Board’s Growers Site.
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Responding in Support of the Industry and Correcting 
Inaccuracies

A Pesticide Free PEI forum was held in Alberton on 
Saturday, January 10, 2015.  A staff member from the 
Board attended hoping to hear some balanced views.  
Unfortunately, the meeting provided a very biased outlook 
with very little scientific evidence to support many of the 
claims made.  Others in the audience included the leaders 
of the Green Party and the NDP for PEI as well as staff from 
the provincial Department of Environment, Labour and 
Justice and the PEI Watershed Alliance.

The Board has sent a detailed letter to the political leaders 
who were present, pointing out corrections to specific 
details that were offered as truths at this meeting that are 
in fact incorrect in their entirety or are very misleading.  
A copy of this letter is available from the Board office for 
those who are interested.

The Board will continue to provide information in a 
professional manner to correct inaccuracies about our 
industry that are presented as fact and are damaging to 
our reputation and image in our communities.

General Manager for the PEI Potato Board awarded a 
2015 Nuffield Scholarship 

For over 60 years, the Nuffield Agricultural Scholarship 
Program has been providing unparalleled opportunities 
to some of the world’s best agri-food producers. Nuffield 
scholars use international travel as a means of gathering 
information, building relationships and learning best 
practices that they can apply to their operations in their 
home countries. Initially only operating in the United 
Kingdom, the Nuffield Agricultural Program has expanded 
to include Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Ireland,  
Zimbabwe, and recently, the Netherlands. Nuffield is 
also making linkages with the Einsenhower Fellowship 
program in the US. Although the program has evolved, it 
retains Lord Nuffield’s original intent of using international 
exposure and study as a way of advancing agricultural 
practices. Today, scholars’ studies take them all over the 
world and cover a broad range of agricultural production 
and policy topics.

The PEI Potato Board’s General Manager Greg Donald 
has been awarded a 2015 Nuffield Scholarship by Nuffield 
Canada.  Greg’s project is to learn about the current state 
and the key success factors that have been identified 

for the potato industry in Belgium (processing), Holland 
(seed) and the UK (fresh).   He picked these countries as 
they are the international leaders for each of the primary 
sectors. “I am excited to pursue my project studies that 
when completed will assist in the long term planning and 
success of the PEI Potato Industry,” he says.

Greg will begin his studies at Nuffield’s International 
Scholars Conference in Paris, France from February 28th 
to March 7th.  From there he will travel for the next five 
weeks (March 8th to April 10th) in Belgium, Holland 
and the United Kingdom to conduct his studies.  One 
of the requirements of the Scholars program is that the 
participant must complete one of their study periods to 
other countries for at least six continuous weeks.  

Follow Greg’s travels on Twitter at @1spudman.  For 
more information on the Nuffield program, you can visit 
their website at www.nuffield.ca.
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John Hogg’s operation - Klondike Farms - is on the Blue Shank Road near 
Summerside, and John is the new Processing Board director for the Summerside 
District.  John farms with his two sons, Adam and Bradley.  Their acreage and 
their focus have changed as the farm has grown.  The majority of their acreage 
now consists of chipping potatoes that they grow for Frito-Lay.  Their product 
is sold for both domestic use and export markets, with a significant amount of 
time spent loading containers during the shipping season.  

John is well aware of the insect and disease pressures facing Island growers.  
He is involved in several on-farm trials looking at new chemistry and rotation 
crops that will help with the wireworm problem that is expanding on the Island.  
This will be John’s first term serving as a Board Director.

New PeI Potato Board 
Chairman and Directors

The new Seed Director for West Prince is Glen Rayner.  Glen got his start 
farming with his father Winston and grandfather John on the family farm in 
Cascumpec.  Their area of production has always been seed potatoes for 
the local industry.  Glen is  a participant in the Aphid Alert Program and has 
cooperated with other growers in the area as they have shared information to 
keep any planted inoculum low in the area around seed potato fields.  

Potatoes and cattle are both still in the mix on their farm, although the variety 
profile has changed considerably over time.  Glen now grows several different 
varieties that are primarily destined for the fresh market.  His son Colton is in 
Grade 12 and helps out on the family farm when he can.  Glen has spent time in 
previous years as a representative on the Seed Committee of the Potato Board.  
This will be his first time serving as a Board Director.

The new Chairman of the Prince Edward Island Potato Board is Alex Docherty of  
Elmwood, PEI.  Alex owns Skye View Farms, specializing in Elite Seed production 
for the table market both here in PEI and in other growing regions across North 
America.  Alex is also a partner in Sherwood Produce in Charlottetown as well 
as in a local trucking company.  Alex’s son Logan is also an active partner in the 
success of the farm, and Alex also gets help from his father, Kenneth.

Alex is a former Chairman of the Potato Producers Association of PEI and has 
been active on the Seed Committee of the PEI Potato Board.  He represents the 
Charlottetown District as a Seed Industry Director.
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More of Canada’s farm experts choose to do  
business with FCC

Together, we’ll create the financing plan that works for you. We get  
to know you, your farm and how you want to grow. If you’re ready  
to get down to business, talk to one of our farm business experts.

fcc.ca/Expert2Expert  
1-800-387-3232

“On this farm,  
we’re the experts.”
Sean Gorrill – FCC Customer

A feature presentation by Qing Li, Hydrogeologist with 
PEI Environment, Labour and Justice, on Groundwater 
and High Capacity Wells on PEI  is one of many current 
topics of interest to PEI producers planned for the 34rd 
Annual Conference of the P.E.I. Soil & Crop Improvement 
Association to be held at Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown.

The conference is being held in conjunction with 
the Atlantic Grains Council and the P.E.I. Department of 
Agriculture & Forestry’s Cereal & Oilseeds Workshop.  Both 
events are being held on February 25th and 26th, 2015.

Other topics of specific interest to potato producers 
include Fate of Neonicotinoids for Field Crop Production 
in Ontario by Dr Art Schaafsma, University of Guelph;  
Assessment of Compaction from Previous Season Potato 
Harvest on Rotational Crops by  Pat Toner, NB Department 
of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries;   Optimizing 
Phosphorus Rates for PEI Potato Production, by Harvey 
Cairns, Kensington North Watersheds Association; 

Understanding Terrestrial Buffer Zones and Pesticide 
Application by Delly Keen, Atlantic Region, PMRA;  Barclay 
Brook Water Quality – 2014 Experience and a Look Ahead 
by  Dr John Purdy;  and Potatoes New Brunswick-ECSWCC 
pilot Soil Health Project 2012-2013 by Gordon Fairchild, 
Soil Conservation Center, New Brunswick.

In addition, over the two day period of the two events, 
there will numerous topics on cereal and oilseeds 
production and marketing, producer panels and updates 
of various programs and/or opportunities available to 
Island producers.  In addition to Dr Art Schaafsma, other 
guest speakers for the Cereal & Oilseed Workshop include 
Dr Shawn Conley from the University of Wisconsin, Angela 
Brackenreed of the Canola Council of Canada and Ted 
Menzies from CropLife Canada.

The complete agenda with registration details will be 
available online at www.peiscia.ca, select Events and 
Notices.

Full agenda Planned for
2015 soil & Crop association Conference
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aphid alert and Post Harvest test Report

Aphid Alert 2014

Following a year of very low numbers of aphids recorded 
through the Aphid Alert Program, Island potato growers 
are receiving very pleasing post-harvest test results.

The Aphid Alert Program consists of a network of 
yellow pan traps placed in potato fields across the 
province.  Samples are taken twice weekly from late 
June to early September.  Experienced technicians look 
at the samples under the microscope and identify five 
groups of aphids: three that colonize potatoes (live and 
reproduce on potatoes), including the buckthorn, potato 
and green peach aphid; and two groups that do not 
colonize potatoes but are important as vectors of PVY 
that may move through potato fields and spread virus.  
These last two groups are bird cherry oat aphid and all 
of the remaining aphids grouped into the category “other 
aphids”.  Individual trap results are sent to the participating 
growers and summary results are available to all growers 
on the Pest Hotline.  Having this aphid movement data 
can help growers properly time their oil and aphicide 
sprays as well as helping to make top-kill decisions.

This year, all aphid numbers recorded through the 
program were very low, particularly that of the category 
“other aphids,” which historically has been a significant 
vector of mosaic viruses early in the season.

Post Harvest Test Results:  2014 Crop

The local Post Harvest Test conducted by the PEI Potato 
Quality Institute was back on track this year.  In 2013/14, 
delays in obtaining test results were caused by a delay in 
breaking dormancy, followed by an adjustment to new 
greenhouse facilities.  Changes were made this year to 
ensure the dormancy breaking process started earlier 
this fall and the greenhouse process went smoothly, so 
growers once again received the same timely service they 
have come to expect from PQI over the years.

In total, 530 samples were submitted for post-harvest 
testing this year. To date, 99% of samples have been 
completed.  Those still waiting for results were submitted 
late or an insufficient number of tubers grew from the first 

sample.  The pass rate for 2014 crop seed samples tested so 
far has been about 90%.  This means that 90% of seed lots 
met the total virus level (PVY + PLRV) cap of less than 3%, 
with no more than 2% PLRV.   About 4.5% of the samples 
fall in the range between 3.0% and 6.0%.  The remaining 
5.5% of samples had tests greater than 6.0% virus.  Less 
than 1.0 % of the samples tested had PLRV present.

 Getting the inoculum of this virus down to low levels, 
coupled with good control of the main vector (Green 
Peach Aphid), has, at the present time, made Potato Leaf 
Roll Virus a very minor concern in PEI.

Like every year, pass rates for the Post-Harvest Test did 
vary among varieties.  Below are the pass rates (to January 
14) for some of our most common varieties:

Variety Pass Rate

Russet Burbank 84%

Goldrush 82%

Eva 92%

Kennebec 92%

Atlantic 87%

Superior 79%

Shepody 93%

Norland 100%

Ranger Russet 100%

We have experimented with some very easy-to-use virus 
kits for field use for PVY that are commercially available 
and are easier to use than previous versions we have tried.   
These kits  could prove to be very useful in the field when 
roguing if you are in a variety and are unsure as to whether 
symptoms you are seeing are in fact virus.  Additionally, if 
someone brings leaves to PQI for testing, we can use one 
and have a result immediately.  Test kits cost about $10 
each.  We hope to have some available for demonstration 
at Potato Day on February 12th.

by Mary Kay Sonier, Seed Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
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PVY Research

Research on symptom expression of new strains of 
Potato Virus Y and ways to limit spread of PVY with oil 
and insecticide use is ongoing as part of the Canadian 
Potato Council Potato Research Cluster.  What follows is 
an excerpt from the first interim report for this project.

Early Outcomes and Key messages

The overall objective of these linked activities is to 
understand the current population structure of Potato 
Virus Y (PVY) strains in Canada, their individual phenotypic 
expression with respect to many of the common 
commercially important potato varieties in Canada, and 
to determine specific control measures to reduce the 
capacity for spread of these viruses.

Our results to date suggest that the major PVY strain 
groups, PVYO and the tuber-necrotic strains, PVYN:O and 
PVYNTN, are well distributed across the country. The 
necrotic strains, in particular the more worrisome PVYNTN, 
has been increasing in proportion of the total virus 
population in recent years. This strain has been shown to 
exhibit significant yield reduction and visible symptoms 
on tubers that may have a substantial effect on the 
marketability of a potato crop.

The predominant virus strains exhibit widely varying 
effects depending on strain and potato variety infected. 
Thus far, six potato varieties have been inoculated with 
PVYO strain and the tuber-necrotic strains PVYN:O and 
PVYNTN: Norland, Norchip, Eva, Shepody, Innovator and 
Envol. Generally, symptom severity ranked greatest in 
Envol and Norland, more mild in Norchip, Shepody and 
Innovator, and absent in Eva. PVYO caused most severe 
foliar symptoms. Substantial tuber yield reduction 
occurred with PVYO infected Norland and Envol, while 
severe necrotic lesions developed on PVYNTN infected 
Envol tubers.  Tubers from this first panel of varieties 
are currently being held dormant, for later planting to 
observe symptom presentation in secondary (tuber) 
infection. A second set of varieties for testing: Atlantic, 
Bintje, Chieftan, Sangre and Snowden will be planted in 
early December 2014 for inoculation in January 2015 and 
subsequent symptom observation.

In terms of PVY control, a range of mineral oil and 
insecticide practices has been observed in the industry, 
with some of these practices anecdotally appearing to 
be relatively effective at reducing on-farm spread of the 

virus.  In the 2014 growing season, a controlled, replicated 
trial of various combinations of mineral oil, insecticide 
and combined mineral oil-insecticide spraying was 
undertaken to quantify the efficacy of these different 
practices.  Early results from mid-season testing suggest 
that these management practices likely lower spread 
of PVY compared to control, but statistical distinction 
between the treatments is still waiting on results of post-
harvest tuber testing.  A report will be available later this 
winter.

Above:  Leaf symptoms for six potato varieties infected  
with three strains of Potato Virus Y (PVY).
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Understanding true Public Perceptions in PeI 

In recent months, the potato industry and agriculture 
in general have come under attack from activists in Prince 
Edward Island on a number of fronts.  These groups and 
individuals are generally opposed to modern agriculture 
and are specifically against the use of pesticides, chemical 
fertilizers, genetically modified organisms, irrigation, and 
the growing scale of agriculture.  Through traditional 
and social media, they are increasingly able to share 
these concerns in an effort to rally people to their various 
causes.  

The Board felt that it was important to try and get a 
true picture of what the average Islander thinks about a 
number of the issues facing the potato industry.  Reading 
the letters to the editor or the comments on a story online 
doesn’t give you the true picture of what the public as a 
whole thinks about certain issues.  Therefore, we engaged 
the services of the Dunne Group in Charlottetown to 
assist us in designing a public opinion research survey 
to ascertain the true feelings of Islanders.  This survey 
was then completed by a third-party company in 
Charlottetown (Vision Research Inc.) in late November.  
401 Islanders were surveyed, giving results a margin of 
error of plus or minus 4.9%, 19 times out of 20.

We aimed to get survey respondents that proportionally 
represented the population of the province, so 
demographics such as age, gender, urban vs. rural and 
which county they lived in were all tracked so as to ensure 
a representative sample.  No statistical difference was 
observed in responses between demographic groups for 
most questions.

Attitudes and Perceptions:

A number of questions attempted to understand 
general attitudes and perceptions about the potato 
industry.  Only 26% of respondents felt that they were not 
knowledgeable in some way about the potato industry.  
However, 42% of respondents felt that potatoes in PEI are 
largely grown by corporate farms, when in fact almost all 
potatoes are grown by family farms in our province.  This 
will be a focus of future public communication efforts.

Not surprisingly, over 90% of respondents felt that 
the potato industry was very important to PEI, with the 
majority (78%) feeling that its importance to the Island 
had maintained or increased in the last five years.  As 
well, the majority of Islanders think that potato farmers 
are moderately successful financially, with only 9% 
feeling that potato farmers are very unsuccessful or very 
successful financially.

We also asked if Islanders felt that potato farmers were 
good stewards of the land who are working to minimize 
environmental impact.  Over half of Islanders felt that 
potato farmers were responsible or very responsible, 
with only 16% of respondents saying that farmers are 
doing a below average job.  Furthermore, 56% responded 
that farmers were doing a better job of environmental 
stewardship in the last five years, with an additional 35% 
feeling that farmers were putting in the same effort as 
before.

A full 80% of Islanders agree or strongly agree that the 
provincial government should provide financial support 
for programs that assist farmers with research and support 
for environmental protection programs.  This is consistent 
with results found in previous surveys.

by Ryan Barrett, Research and Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

Source:  Dunne Group, 2014

Do you feel that PEI potato farmers are good 
stewards of the land, working to minimize 

environmental impact?
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Issues in the Potato Industry:

A series of questions were posed in order to understand 
which issues are of the biggest concern for Islanders 
in relation to the potato industry.  When asked to state 
what they felt were the biggest issues facing the potato 
industry, about 25% of respondents indicated that the 
use of pesticides and chemicals was a primary issue.  This 
was not surprising, as it continues to be highlighted in 
the media on a continual basis.  Due in part to the timing 
of the survey, food/product tampering was the second 
most popular response (14%).  These were followed by 
environmental sustainability (9%) and issues relating to 
access to water for irrigation (8%).  

When asked what they felt was the most significant 
challenge facing potato farmers today, 47% of respondents 
indicated that issues related to the production of potatoes 
and the financial sustainability of the industry was the 
greatest challenge. 

In looking more closely at the use of pesticides in potato 
production, 71% of Islanders feel that potato farmers could 
not produce the same crop of potatoes each year without 
the use of pesticides.  Only 19% felt that production could 
be maintained with fewer pesticides.  Interestingly, a full 
62% of survey respondents agreed with the statement 
that organic means growing without any pesticides.  This 
of course is not true, as organic producers of all crops 
still employ pesticides (albeit from natural sources) in 
their production systems.  This will also have to be part 
of education efforts in the future, as it is misleading for 
Islanders to think that organic production equals the 
elimination of pesticides.

In addressing the issue of high capacity wells for 
supplemental irrigation, only 46% of Islanders were 
clearly aware that there is a moratorium in place for high-
capacity wells for agriculture.  27% were vaguely aware of 
the moratorium, while 27% were completely unaware of 
the issue.  This was interesting to find out, given the level 
of press that this issue achieved in 2014.  

Results from this survey will be used as a benchmark in 
order to assess the impact of future communication efforts 
with Islanders, as well as to inform the messages that we 
want to convey to members of the public.  Agriculture is 
the largest industry in Prince Edward Island, employing a 
large number of Islanders.  Growers are continually learning 

improved ways to sustainably and economically grow 
nutritious potatoes and do not deserve the harassment 
and negativity targeted at the industry.  The Board will 
continue to work with partners in the agriculture industry 
to counter these negative messages, usually based in 
misinformation or ignorance, with facts and the reality of 
life on the farm in Prince Edward Island.

The Board would like to acknowledge the Prince Edward 
Island Department of Agriculture & Forestry for partial 
funding to complete this public opinion research project.  
We would also like to thank David Knight from the Dunne 
Group and Jamie Taylor at Vision Research Inc. for their 
assistance in building and implementing a complete and 
unbiased public opinion survey to help our industry assess 
the true feelings of Prince Edward Islanders will regards to 
the potato industry.



Prince Edward Island Potato News January - February 201514

PeI Potato Board  
strategic Plan:  2014-2019

Starting in the fall of 2013, the Directors of the PEI Potato Board started the process to update the Board’s existing 
strategic plan for the next five years.  An extensive series of consultations with Directors, staff, dealers, exporters and 
growers was completed throughout the early months of 2014 to assess the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats related to the potato industry in Prince Edward Island.  Following these consultations, Directors, staff, and 
Committee Chairs met to review outcomes and suggest additions and changes to the strategic plan based on input 
received.  

The Vision and Mission of the Prince Edward Island Potato Board remain the same with our updated strategic plan, but 
there has been the addition of a new Strategic Enabler in Research & Extension, as well as new Strategic Objectives and 
Desired Outcomes in several of the Strategic Enabler and Strategic Sector categories.  These are outlined below.

Our thanks for Alain Rabeau from Intersol Group in Ottawa, Ontario for his extensive work in facilitating this review 
and update of the Board’s Strategic Plan for the next five years.  To view the full document, please contact the Board 
office or visit the Growers Site on the PEI Potato Board website to download a PDF version.

ORGANIZATION GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATION

ST
R

AT
EG

IC
  

O
B

JE
CT

IV
ES 1.  Ensure efficiency and  

effectiveness of Potato Board 
staff, Board of Directors and 
holdings.

2.  Advocate for programs,  
policies, and streamlined  
regulations that support viable 
growth of the industry.

3.  Improve communications to 
growers, industry stakeholders, 
and general public.

D
ES

IR
ED

 
O

U
TC

O
M

ES

All facets of the PEI Potato • 
Board functioning at  
optimum levels to aid in 
reaching the primary  
objectives for the seed, 
tablestock and processing 
sectors.

Increased understanding, by • 
government, of the growers’ 
perspective of the potato 
industry and associated  
opportunities and  
challenges.

Growers and industry stake-• 
holders receive timely and 
useful industry-related  
information. 

Relevant and factual  • 
information is disseminated 
on an ongoing basis to public 
through a variety of outreach 
options.

VISION PEI potato growers united and at the forefront of national and global potato markets.

MISSION
The PEI Potato Board represents PEI potato growers, working together to ensure long-
term profitability and sustainability through marketing, advocacy, negotiations and 
activities to support quality potato production.

strategic enablers:
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MARKETS & MARKET INFORMATION RESEARCH & EXTENSION

ST
R

AT
EG

IC
  

O
B

JE
CT

IV
ES 4.  Provide high quality market information to 

growers and industry. 

5.  Maintain existing and develop new markets.

6.  Improve marketable yield and margins earned 
by growers. 

7.  Improve environmental sustainability of the 
potato industry.

D
ES

IR
ED

 
O

U
TC

O
M

ES

Increased number of market-related reports • 
disseminated to growers and other industry 
members to enable growers to make more 
profitable decisions. 

Continued efforts to identify and supply new • 
domestic and export market opportunities. 

Phyto-sanitary and other trade barriers are • 
addressed in a timely fashion.

Increasing marketable yields. • 

Improved PEI potato industry competitiveness. • 

Improved soil health and conservation.• 

SEED TABLESTOCK PROCESSING

ST
R

AT
EG

IC
  

O
B

JE
CT

IV
ES

8.  A viable and expanded 
seed industry on PEI.

9.  Increase the consumption 
of fresh PEI Potatoes. 
 
10.  Position PEI Potatoes as 
a recognized and sought after 
brand.

11.  Timely negotiations of 
profitable contracts.

12.  Diversify and expand 
contracted volume.

D
ES

IR
ED

 
O

U
TC

O
M

ES

An increased volume of • 
Island seed planted on and 
off PEI. 

An increased percentage of • 
seed acreage/production 
used as seed.

The trendline of the  • 
consumption of PEI fresh 
potatoes is increasing 

Consumers see, recognize • 
and purchase PEI  
Potatoes.

Process contracts signed • 
prior to planting providing a 
degree of predictable risk 
and ROI. 

Growers have more  • 
processing options for their 
crop.

K
EY

 P
ER

FO
R

M
AN

CE
 

IN
D

IC
AT

O
R

Volume of off-Island seed • 
sales and imports. 

Pass rate of post-harvest • 
test.

Industry size and use of • 
packaging. 

Consumer surveys on  • 
preference. 

Product promotion  • 
monitoring and evaluation.

Contract terms, conditions • 
and signing dates. 

Cost of Production study and • 
CI yields for ROI. 

Processing volume and  • 
processing customers.

strategic enablers (continued):

strategic sectors:
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Update on North american 
Processing Contract Negotiations

The months of January & February normally mark the 
beginning of pre-season raw potato contract negotiations 
between the PMANA (Potato Marketing Association 
of North America) grower groups and the French fry 
processors of North America. 2015 brings with it some 
different and exciting dynamics which should be of great 
interest to growers and readers who follow these contract 
talks.

For the first time in well over a decade, Lamb Weston 
finalized their 2015 contract with the Potato Growers 
of Washington (PGW) in November when the growers 
accepted an extension of their 2014 contract terms & 
conditions. At that time, Washington growers’ production 
costs were projected to be flat and the growers looked 
favourably towards maintaining the existing contract 
language and the individual volume guarantees that 
accompanied the “roll-over” offer. This expedited 
settlement also carries with it a “favored nations” clause 
which provides price protection to Lamb Weston against 
another PMANA grower organization accepting less than 
“rollover” pricing for 2015.    

Since the November settlement, J.R. Simplot and the 
PGW also agreed to an extension of their 2014 contracts 
into 2015.  There are no other settlements at time of print; 
this being said, Lamb Weston has formally engaged in 
talks with the Potato Growers of Alberta (PGA) and SIPCO 
(Southern Idaho Potato Cooperative) while the other 
western fryers (McCain Foods & Heinz) have scheduled 
meetings with the other grower groups in the PNW. It is 
anticipated that by the time this article is printed, talks in 
the US Midwest should be started as well.  

Of interest to all growers & processors across North 
America is the steady downward fall of the Canadian dollar 
in relation to the US dollar. Since the aforementioned 
Lamb Weston settlement with PGW, the Canadian dollar 
has moved from a high of $0.8900 US$ (November 26th) 

to a low of $0.8107 US$ (January 21st), according to the 
Bank of Canada website. This represents a 8.9% drop in 
value over that period and is part of the overall 13.8% 
devaluation of the CDN Dollar since July 2014 (July 3rd 
closing, $0.9399 US$). 

When the current conversion rate is applied, the low-
valued Canadian dollar bring the cost of raw for Canadian 
fry plants below the cost of raw for the fry plants in the 
Columbia Basin, Washington. This is very significant, as 
the “price of raw” in the Basin has been the industry “raw 
pricing standard” since 2009;  important, as this was the 
last time when the Canadian dollar traded below 90¢ US. 

One of the primary contributing factors in the fall of the 
Canadian dollar has been the world-wide drop in the price 
of oil. At time of print, the price of a barrel of crude oil 
had dropped from a 52 week high of $114.77 USD to a 52 
week low of $46.18 USD.  The effects of this massive price 
degradation will impact both farmers and processors, as 
energy plays a major role in the cost of producing and 
delivering raw potatoes to the plants as well as in the cost 
of processing potatoes and delivering finished product to 
the market place.

In addition to these two major monetary and costing 
factors,   the ongoing disrupted movement of all exported 

by Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
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goods, including finished frozen potatoes, from the west 
coast of the USA due to the “work slowdown” implemented 
by the International Longshore Workers Union (ILWU) 
is having a significant impact on the industry. Contract 
negotiations between the ILWU and the Pacific Maritime 
Association (PMA) for a new long-term West Coast labour 
contract have been unsuccessful to date. While neither 
side is publicly discussing the issues that divide them, 
some maritime industry observers say that the role that 
automation will play at the terminals and the role of the 
union in maintaining the chassis that carry the containers 
to and from the terminals are likely major issues. The PMA 
represents shipping lines and terminal companies at 29 
West Coast ports in the United States and, since November, 
the Union has slowed movement of goods through the 
ports to less than 50% of normal capacity. 

This ongoing dispute is having a major impact with the 
potato processors in the Pacific Northwest; for instance, 

greater than 50% of the frozen potatoes products 
manufactured in the state of Washington are exported off 
shore. Processors and growers alike are closely watching 
this dispute and are anxiously waiting for a resolution, 
hopefully before the labour dispute negatively affects the 
processors’ 2015 plans and projections.

These dynamics will all come into play during the 2015 
contract negotiations between processors and grower 
organizations in North America. The above factors are 
well out of the control of individual growers and their 
organizations. The most important factor that remains 
within the control of growers is how they supply their 
market place and their subsequent planting decisions. No 
matter what is ongoing in the world’s economy and in our 
sector’s macro-business, over supplying our marketplace 
always places downward pressure on pricing. Please keep 
this standard truth in mind when making seed purchasing 
and other field cropping decisions.  
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Packinging Redesign Update

The Tablestock Committee and our design agency (Hunter-Straker) 
have been continuing work on our packaging redesign project. The 
process has been full of good conversations and feedback. To recap, 
the two main objectives of this project are:

Create a universal brand icon than can be incorporated into a 1. 
private label or current packer design that would have an instant 
connection back to the PEI Potatoes (ie. Idaho Potatoes)

Develop a new brand identity and packaging design for Prince 2. 
Edward Island Potatoes that achieves the following;

provides a strong foundation and focal point for the new PEI •	
brand Identity in order to establish brand recognition and 
optimize brand recall at the point of purchase

Effectively communicates the essence of the brand “DNA” and •	
the rich story of PEI’s long heritage of potato growers while 
improving navigation at the store shelf. 

We have worked on narrowing our design concepts through several rounds 
of creative design, followed by the committee taking a vote to get to the final 
decision. Presented here is the majority choice for our new packaging – both 
the new brand icon (logo) as well as the initial design for new packaging.

This concept was a second round modification of one of the first designs 
we were presented by Hunter-Straker. It was one of the ones that resonated 
immediately, as it effectively captured our history and heritage - particularly 
with the use of colors - while also modernizing our image. It works to create a 
“seal” of approval and was the one that the committee felt they would most use 
on their own packaging to ensure that PEI Potatoes is prominently featured on 
all potato packages, building a consistent connection to the mother brand.

We will also be moving forward with the burlap look, which will be printed 
on paper initially. It was a clear winner in research, hitting the communication 
sweet spots:  premium, authentic, wholesome, local, and tradition. It also is the 
way that people remember buying PEI Potatoes, so is a good balance for a new 
package by incorporating some historical attributes.

Now that we have agreed on a design and the basics of the packaging, we 
will now complete the finer points, including recipes, the gussets and bottom 
panels, and working with the die-lines to fit everything in. 

We also showed the results to one of the major retailers and received some excellent feedback from them, which goes 
to further support our decision.  We are hoping to have all of this work completed in the next 8-10 weeks and are really 
looking forward to the results!

I will use this space to keep the industry updated on progress and plans for packaging roll-out, so please check back 
in the subsequent issues. 

by Kendra Mills, Marketing Director, PEI Potato Board



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsJanuary - February 2015 19

National Potato Council Potato expo

The National Potato Council 2015 Potato Expo was 
held January 7-9, 2015 in Orlando, Florida.  With the Expo 
being held in the Eastern USA this year, there was a large 
contingent of PEI industry representatives, growers and 
dealers on hand for the trade show and the associated 
meetings. Attendance was down in 2014 due to many 
flight cancellations in the northern US and Canada, but 
in 2015 the Expo was back in full swing.  There were 
over 150 booths at the trade show, providing the almost 
2,000 attendees the ability to talk to representatives on 
all things potato related, from seed potatoes and new 
varieties to packaging, GPS equipment and biological 
pesticide options.

There was a very good line up of speakers for both the 
general and the breakout sessions. The opening session 
prior to the kick-off reception featured Matthew Tripodi 
from the global market research firm Euromonitor.  Mr. 
Tripodi works with the USDA, state departments of 
agriculture and trade associations to grow exports.  His 
presentation identified key trends and consumption 
patterns and suggested opportunitites for the US industry 
to grow global exports.

The keynote speaker at the general session on Thursday 
was Kelly McDonald, owner/operator of top advertising 
agency McDonald Marketing.  Ms. McDonald gave an 
entertaining and informative presentation on “How to 
Market to People Who Are Not Like You:  The New Market 
Segmentation.”  Through illuminating examples and 
practical tips, she provided advice on how your company 
or industry can get ready to serve and appeal to the 
ethnically diverse populations we have in North America 
today.

The two speakers at the general session on Friday 
also drew large crowds.  Mark Lynas is an environmental 
activist who in the 1990’s worked to advance his cause 
by leading the anti-GMO movement in the UK and 
destroying local plots of GMO crops grown for research 
purposes.  In 2013, he shocked many in agriculture and 
the environmental movement by apologizing for his 
past anti-GMO activities and coming forward in favour 
of exploring potential benefits of using biotechnology 
to produce food with more benefits to farmers and 

consumers and less environmental consequences.  He 
gave an interesting presentation on how his opinions 
changed.  In October 2013 he was appointed a Visiting 
Fellow at Cornell University’s Office of International 
Programs at the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. 
He is also a member of the advisory board of the science 
advocacy group Sense About Science, and is a member 
of the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council 
on Decarbonising Energy, which focuses on sustainable 
energy to mitigate climate change.

Jim Carroll is a Canadian author, columnist, media 
commentator and consultant with a focus on linking 
future trends to innovation and creativity.  He spoke 
about the fast pace of change in society in general and 
the agriculture community in particular using examples 
such as production advances like GPS, auto-steer, variable 
fertilizer application and changes in communication such 
as social media and receiving market information in real 
time.  He challenged listeners to consider how well they 
were positioned to take advantage of innovations in 
agriculture and adapt to these innovations to help their 
business grow.  

Expo Stage sessions included a presentation and panel 
discussion on biopesticides and a discussion on the future 
of truck transportation.

On Thursday afternoon, breakout sessions were offered 
for the chip, processing, seed and fresh sectors.  Some of 
the topics covered were:   Food Safety and Traceability, 
Tuber Nectrotic Viruses, Food Service Trends and Potato 
Sales, the Development and Commercialization of Potato 
Varieties for QSR’s, and Changes to Management of 
Bacterial Ring Rot:  Idaho’s Approach.

The Expo offers an excellent opportunity to connect 
with customers and business associates from across North 
America, and side meetings held in conjunction with the 
expo make it an efficient meeting to attend, particularly 
for Islanders, when it is held in the Eastern USA.  The 2016 
Potato Expo will be held the second week of January in 
Las Vegas.
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator          (902) 314-1607           bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

It is hard to believe that we are already at the end of 
January and that we are quickly moving through the 
winter. We have had some cold days in the middle of 
January with little snow cover which will put some frost 
in the ground. 

The winter is always a busy meeting season for potato 
growers, and this year is no different. I know all the meetings 
and information sessions make it a busy time for growers, 
but I encourage everyone to attend what meetings they 
can and access the updates and networking that takes 
place at many of these meetings.

This year, the 2015 Potato Conference and Tradeshow 
will take place on Thursday, February 12th at Credit Union 
Place in Summerside. The 2015 Potato Conference will 
have a variety of speakers on topics from potato diseases 
to harvesting technology. 

Dr. Rick Peters from Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada 
will give an update on his research from 2014, including 
the current late blight trials and pink rot study that was 
completed. Rick is a well know pathologist from PEI and 
has a number of trials in partnership with colleagues from 
across North America. 

Steve Watts will then give an overview of a number of 
fertility trials that he conducted across PEI over the past 
two seasons. Steve was the lead researcher working on 
the Farming 4R Island potato trials on PEI that focus on 
putting on the Right Rate of fertilizer, at the Right Time, in 
the Right Place, from the Right Source.  

As we strive to increase productivity in our fields, 
nematodes are a pest that we must manage in order to 
produce quality crops.  Claude Gallant has worked on 
nematode research for many years during his career at 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada in Charlottetown. 
Claude is going to review the research and situation on PEI 
related to nematode research. The PEI Potato Board will 
give an update on current issues in the industry,  including  
foreign material detection among other things.

In the afternoon, we will start off with a couple of 
presentations on some of the new harvester designs that 

were used on the Island in the fall of 2014. We will hear 
about some of the experiences with the three row Allan 
harvester and the Spudnik AirSep that were both used on 
in the last harvest season. 

Environmental protection continues to become more of 
an issue with producers every year. With that in mind, we 
will have a speaker from the Department of Environment, 
Labour and Justice to give an overview of how they 
deal with on farm complaints and how they can help 
producers comply. We will end the day of with a couple 
of presentations providing updates on work done in the 
Barclay Watershed as well as a Potato Wart update from 
CFIA.  

I look forward to seeing all potato growers at the 
Conference this year.
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Back Row (L to R):  Marvyn Webster (GroCo Farms); John Wright (Fairhaven Farms); Steven Van der Veen (Margate Farms); 
Donald Cousins (Arthur Cousins & Sons); Blair Caseley (Spring Valley Farms); John Phillips (Westcountry Farms)

Front Row:  Blaine MacPherson, Vice-President of Agricultural Affairs; Peter Roberts (R & L Farms); Ken Smallman (Triple S 
Farms); Kevin Schurman (Dunk River Farms); Andrew Toombs (Bedeque Farms); Robert K. Irving, President, Cavendish Farms 

Cavendish Farms  
Honours top Growers

The annual Cavendish Farms Grower Banquet honouring 
their top potato growers was held at the Delta Prince Edward 
in Charlottetown late last year. 

 Each load of potatoes delivered to Cavendish Farms 
facilities is graded based on a number of different criteria 
including colour, defects, gravity, cleanliness and overall 
professionalism of the grower. Points are allocated for each 
category and top growers are selected based on their total 
accumulated points for the crop year.  Each year, over 80 
Island growers deliver over a billion pounds of potatoes to 
Cavendish Farms.

The Top Grower for 2014 was Dunk River Farms Ltd., winning 
a trip valued at $5000 to a destination of their choice.  

Cavendish Farms Top Growers 2014

1. Dunk River Farms Ltd.

2. Spring Valley Farms Ltd.

3. Triple S Farms Ltd.

4. Gro-Co Farms

5. Bedeque Farms Ltd.

6. R & L Farms Inc.

7. Fairhaven Farms Ltd.

8. Arthur Cousins & Sons Inc.

9. Margate Farms Ltd.

10. Westcountry Farms Inc.



Prince Edward Island Potato News January - February 201522

Potato Business Summit Zeros in on Key Market Trends
by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, United Potato Growers of Canada

The 9th Annual Potato Business Summit, sponsored by 
the United Potato Growers of America, the United Potato 
Growers of Canada, and the Potato Marketing Association 
of North America, attracted over 400 participants in early 
January to hear the latest market trends in the potato 
industry.

With oil prices expected to bottom out at $45/barrel, 
Rabobank feels that this will probably have a larger effect 
on our rotational crops than on potatoes. Although 
everyone expects the crop acreage grown for ethanol to 
drop, the reality is that the EPA mandates a certain amount 
of ethanol to be included in gasoline manufacturing. In 
addition to cheaper oil lowering fertilizer costs, the real 
bonus for potatoes could be in the reduction of freight 
rates due to lower diesel costs. This should bring rail-
shipping costs back into a less expensive bracket.

Currency values are having a huge effect on export 
potential. With the Canadian dollar trading at $0.80 USD, 
it is a win-win for Canadian products being exported to 
the United States. Russian currency took the biggest hit 
last year, experiencing a 45% value reduction. Products 
from both the United States and Canada being exported 
to China are being affected by a slow down in China’s 
economic growth, which is predicted to grow at a rate 
of 7% this year. In China, growth below 7% is usually 
considered a recession. 

As a commodity, potatoes are expected to hold their 
prices better than other crops this year. One of the 
interesting areas of growth in the potato category has 
been in sales in high-end burger restaurants such as 

Five Guys Fries and Steak and Shake. In addition to using 
lean trimmings as a source of ground hamburger, it is 
important to note that these restaurants also use “fresh 
cut fries” as their potato source.

In terms of conventional French fries, Lamb Weston 
President Greg Schlafer expects production to grow by 
1.8 billion pounds by 2018.  Most of the market growth 
will come from Asia - particularly China - as 100 million 
people move into larger cities to upgrade their standard 
of living. North America remains the largest market, with 
60% of the fries sold in Quick Service Restaurants (QSRs).  
Traffic in fast food restaurants is down and in particular, fry 
servings are down 1.8%.  To quote Mr. Schlafer, “the French 
fry growth model screams of a need for innovation”.

Restaurant visits, as categorized by Don Ladoff of the US 
Potato Board, showed that MacDonalds lost the greatest 
number of restaurant visits. Chipotle and Panera had the 
greatest increase in visits. Unfortunately, potatoes are not a 
significant menu item in either of these chains. The potato 
chip category is doing well as members of Generation X 
increase their snacking opportunities. 

On the fresh side, the “petite” category is gaining ground, 
particularly in the southeast part of the country.  Organics, 
even though they represent only 2.4% of all sales, have 
shown a 30% volume growth per year as well as a 40% 
dollar growth per year.

Looking at the big picture, Jerry Wright, CEO of UPGA, 
pointed out that russets make up 75% of the US fresh 
potato shipments. Reds, yellows, and fingerlings now 
make up the other 25% of fresh sales.

Presentation Summaries are available to download at:

www.potatobusinesssummit.com
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Disposition and Holdings
January 1st, 2015

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

PEI 17,443 17,923 17,663 19,079 8.0%
New Brunswick 7,260 9,533 9,070 10,421 14.9%
Nova Scotia N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Total Maritimes 24,703 27,456 26,733 29,500 10.4%

Quebec 6,706 6,665 7,290 7,652 5.0%
Ontario 3,536 4,168 4,959 4,822 -2.8%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 34,945 38,289 38,982 41,974 7.7%

Manitoba 10,724 13,429 15,020 12,950 -13.8%
Saskatchewan 1,096 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Alberta 10,059 12,001 12,741 13,912 9.2%
British Columbia 710 708 656 616 -6.1%
Total Western Canada 22,589 26,138 28,417 27,478 -3.3%

CANADA TOTAL 57,534 64,427 67,399 69,452 3.0%

* The 14/15 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

Production 24,510,000 24,284,000 25,009,000 26,165,000 4.6%

Canadian Shipments 935,642 827,288 731,651 680,652 -7.0%
U.S. Shipments 964,257 543,595 882,289 778,407 -11.8%
Export Shipments 501,802 594,240 819,044 436,982 -46.6%
Total Fresh 2,401,701 1,965,123 2,432,984 1,896,041 -22.1%

Processing / Local Use 3,939,330 3,667,215 4,172,302 4,418,586 5.9%

Cullage 725,816 728,881 741,018 770,964 4.0%

Total Disposition as of December 31 7,066,848 6,361,219 7,346,303 7,085,591 -3.5%

PEI Holdings at January 1 17,443,152 17,922,781 17,662,697 19,079,409 8.0%

Fresh 4,486,439 4,848,401 4,016,557 4,672,890 16.3%
Processing 10,432,716 10,970,915 11,543,932 12,307,593 6.6%
Seed 2,523,998 2,103,465 2,102,208 2,098,926 -0.2%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of December 31 (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of January  1, 2015 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of January 1 (cwt)
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Canadian & Usa Marketing Reports
Canadian Market Update 

by Brad Brownsey,  
Canadian Trade Representative

Waiting for the Pace to Pick Up

Challenging market conditions continue to persist in 
PEI’s two key intraprovincial markets - Ontario and Quebec 
- as both potato-producing provinces deal with large, 
generally good quality holdings and slower than normal 
consumer purchases.  According to the December 10th 
edition of the North American Potato Marketing News: 

“Intended use data shows … Canadian provinces 
held 16.03 million cwt of table potatoes on December 
1, 2014, exceeding year-earlier holdings by 1.26 million 
cwt, or 8.5%.  Quebec table potato stocks remain 
slightly below the 2013 inventory at 4.67 million cwt, 
but the sales pace will need to pick up during the 
coming months if Quebec has any hopes of cleaning 
up this year’s table potato supplies.  At 1.87 million 
cwt, (Ontario’s) table potato stocks are 53,000 cwt 
larger than year-earlier holdings … and at November’s 
disappearance pace, would last through most of 
October 2015.  Clearly, Ontario’s usage pace needs to 
pick up in the coming months.”  

- Source: North American Potato Marketing News - Volume 23, 
No. 10, December 10, 2014)

Changing Retail Landscape

Challenges, too, persist in Canada’s retail sector, as 
exemplified by two major announcements in January.  
Less than two years after entering Canada with much 
fanfare, excitement and consumer expectations, Target 
announced that it will close all 133 stores across Canada 
by the end of spring.  Though they didn’t pursue sourcing 
and selling fresh produce (including fresh potatoes),  
Target’s 2012 entry prompted many retailers to “up their 
game” substantially, especially those who operated in the 
grocery sector.  New stores were built, existing stores were 
renovated, discount banners proliferated, and Canadian 
shoppers - particularly those located in Ontario - enjoyed 
extended reductions in food pricing as competition 
intensified.  

It’s not only Target who has found the Canadian 
marketplace to be challenging. Smaller independent 
retailers like Groupe Epicia in Quebec, citing increased 
competition from major grocery stores and big box 
retailers (e.g., Walmart and Costco) selling produce, have 
closed most of their best-known chain of fresh and organic 
produce stores (i.e., Le Jardin Mobile).  

Who’s likely to come out a winner post Target in Canada?  
Look no further than Canada’s Big Five grocery retailers 
(in no particular order): Loblaw, Walmart, Metro, Sobeys / 
Safeway, the Overwaitea Food Group, plus Costco.  Expect 
some key independent retailers in urban and (some) rural 
marketplaces to potentially benefit too, such as Longo’s, 
Co-ops, MarketPlace IGA, etc.  While some Target locations 
are questionable, no doubt many of their prime urban 
locations will be cherry-picked by the aforementioned 
large retailers.  That said, prognosticators suggest that a 
number of Target locations may sit empty for a while.

How are PEI potatoes faring across Canada so far this 
year?

Despite strong competition from local potato •	
producers in-province, PEI potato ad placements 
in this marketing season are up +26% vs. last 
year!

With the exception of Manitoba and •	
Saskatchewan, Canadians can find and purchase 
PEI potatoes in most urban centers coast-to-
coast

Retailers continue to carefully evaluate their •	
fresh potato listings; if a listing cannot carry its 
weight in the category, it will be delisted.

“Buy Local” initiatives continue to drive in-•	
province fresh potato sourcing, marketing and 
promotion decisions.

As in 2014, the buzzword phrase in 2015 is gross •	
profit dollars being generated!  Remember the 
old adage:  “You can’t take gross profit margin 
percentages to the bank!”

PEI potatoes continue to expand their retail •	
footprint in Western Canada with sales far 
exceeding expectations i.e., “customers were 



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsJanuary - February 2015 25

grabbing 3 to 4 bags at a time because they 
didn’t know if we would get them again.”

The Ontario and Quebec trade is suggesting •	
that “commencing in February / March, we will 
significantly increase our reliance on PEI for our 
fresh potato needs,  then and throughout the 
balance of PEI’s 2014/15 shipping season.”

Patience is a word that has been universally embraced 
by PEI dealers this season.  Based on the aforementioned, 
the industry’s patience should begin to yield stronger mid 
and late season support!

 

American Market Update 
by Peter Goulet,  

USA Trade Representative 

First of all, Happy New Year.  As the new year begins, 
there still are numerous factors making this season quite 
a challenging one.  I will attempt to address each of the 
primary factors below.

Significant supply left in storage is the first obvious 
issue that’s a bit concerning at this stage of the season.  
With 2014 U.S. production being adjusted to an increase 
of 2.8%, coupled with PEI’s storages being up a full 8% 
versus same time last year, there’s still a lot of potatoes 
to sell!  Unfortunately, Idaho planted an additional 4,000 
acres as compared to last year, and they are the primary 
competitor in the Northeastern U.S. market, especially 
late in the season.

Demand for potatoes overall has been sporadic and 
inconsistent for most of the season.  It took a while to 
kick-start the season in the fall, and retailers here report 
that their overall business has been sluggish since the 
holiday season wound down.  Some blame the bitter cold 
weather that settled in over the northeast in early January, 
while others say that consumers simply aren’t buying as 
much in each shopping trip and that they aren’t cooking 
at home as frequently as they used to.  When they do buy 
potatoes, it’s in much smaller increments than in the past, 
with a growing proportion of sales shifting to individual, 
bulk potatoes.  This information is supports the statistic 
that Canada’s December disappearance was down 7.1%, 
coming in at its lowest level in over a decade.

Regardless of the slower than expected sales results 

to date this season, the support of U.S. retailers is solid 
and our distribution in retail grocery stores as well as 
food service wholesalers is equal to or above that of last 
year.  Hopefully this will lead to increased demand for PEI 
potatoes into the States for the remaining months of the 
season.  

The breadth of our listings is solid, and the number 
of ads being run in weekly flyers is finally catching up 
to last year.  This was lagging behind in November and 
December, but I see a reversal in January.  Most of these 
ads are on five pound poly bags.  Advertised retail prices 
are actually a little more aggressive than last year, which 
is nice to see given where delivered costs are in relation 
to last season.  Regular shelf retails remain firm, however, 
as retailers continue to protect and bank their profitable 
margin dollars in this important category.

As you can all see and are experiencing each and every 
day, we have a lot of work to do for the balance of this 
season in order to move the remainder of this crop.  I’m 
hoping that whatever momentum is starting to build 
coming in to February will carry through to the end of the 
shipping season to provide our growers an orderly and 
manageable clean up in the spring.
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WGFA sympathizes with potato industry in wake 
of tampering incident

by Eric McCarthy/Journal Pioneer

Alberton, PE (Jan 13, 2015) -- As members of the Western 
Gulf Fishermen’s Association left their annual meeting 
Monday morning in Alberton, they were presented with 
a supply of potatoes.

 Western Gulf Fishermen’s Association executive 
members, from left, Francis Morrissey, Linden Hardy 
ad Doug Fraser help distribute a supply of potatoes to 
members following the association’s annual meeting 
Monday. The association purchased a supply of spuds 
as a show of support for an industry impacted by a food 
tampering incident. Offloading the spuds, from left, are 
Dan MacArthur, Kenneth LeClair and Paul Ready.

The potatoes were purchased by the association as a 
gesture of support for an industry impacted by sewing 
needles deliberately inserted into several potatoes.

A criminal investigation into the potato tampering 
incident has been underway since the first needles were 
discovered in shipments in early October.

Interim president, Francis Morrissey urged members to 
take the potatoes home, use them and promote them on 
social media. “Tell everybody, ‘This is a safe product; that 
the farmers, everyday, grow a safe product, and we should 
support them,’” he said.

The WGFA purchased 200 10-pound bags of potatoes 
from the farm directly impacted by the tampering and an 
equal number from a shipper in the WGFA’s area.

“We’ve decided as an association to purchase potatoes 
from Linkletter Farms and donate to each one of you in 
support of an organization that’s having it fairly rough 
now (because of someone) doing something with needles 
that severely hurt the industry,” Morrissey told association 
members during their annual meeting. He noted the 
situation has been tough on the Summerside farm and its 
employees too, as it curtailed operations during the early 
stages of the investigation.

“If you’re having a bunch over for a hockey game, do 
something with potatoes,” Morrissey directed members.

“The same thing could happen to our industry. It’s done 
serious damage to an industry on P.E.I. that’s supported 
this province for years,” he stressed.

“We did not get them donated; we don’t want them 
donated. We wanted to buy them,” Morrissey said of 
the association’s decision to purchase the potatoes as a 
gesture of support.

Pointing out the whole potato industry on P.E.I. has 
been victimized by the tampering incident, Morrissey 
expressed hope other organizations will also find ways of 
supporting the industry. 

MANA Canada re-branding to Adama

Winnipeg, Manitoba (Oct 15, 2014)  -  One of Canada’s 
foremost crop protection companies is re-branding.  
Adama, which was formerly called MANA Canada, took on 
the new identity on October 15, 2014.  The move comes 
on the heels of the global re-branding of MANA Canada’s 
parent company, Makhteshim Agan Industries, which 
took place in April of 2014.

Until now, Makhteshim Agan’s subsidiaries around 
the world, including MANA, operated under 26 unique 
local brand names they are now reducing those to one 
nified global brand. The new brand name comes from the 
Hebrew word for “earth” and reflects Adama’s agriculture 
focus and its commitment to advancing agriculture in its 
markets around the world.

The move was welcomed by Adama’s Canadian CEO 
Andrew Mann, who looks forward to the new opportunities 
this brings.  “Adama continues to offer choice and 
simplicity in crop protection to retailers and customers,” 
Mann said. “Differentiated mixtures and products with 
Adama actives will be available to the global industry. 
Adama looks forward to offering a product portfolio that 
continues to bring value to Canadian distributors, retailers 
and farmers.”

Adama’s Canadian operation was launched in 2008 
with three staff and eight registered products and now 
offers more than 20 products and most recently opened a 
Canadian office, located in Winnipeg.

INDUstRY UPDates
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Adama’s roots lie in Israel where Agan Chemical 
Manufacturers was founded in 1945. Makhteshim 
Chemical Works began operations in 1952, with the 
two companies merging in 1997. The global corporate 
headquarters remain in Airport City, Israel, just outside of 
Tel Aviv.

In 2011, 60 per cent of the privately held company was 
sold to ChemChina, starting a new partnership that is 
enabling further expansion. ADAMA Agricultural Solutions 
Ltd., posted revenues of more than $3.07 billion in 2013 
and is the seventh largest crop-protection company in 
the world.

Will the U.S. Potato Industry Step Up to the 
Challenge?

Denver, Colorado (January 13, 2015) - United States 
Potato Board (USPB) President & CEO Blair Richardson 
surprised  attendees at the USPB-sponsored Thursday 
Keynote Luncheon at POTATO EXPO 2015 in Orlando, 
FL, January 8, 2015, with an industry challenge to install 
3,000 potato-friendly salad bars in school lunch programs 
across the United States.

Taking to the stage following Fox News Sunday anchor 

and keynoter Chris Wallace and in an unprecedented 
move since the beginning of POTATO EXPO after eight 
years of USPB sponsorship of the Keynote Luncheon, USPB 
Chairman Brett Jensen of Brett Jensen Farms, Idaho Falls, 
ID, brought Richardson to the stage to issue the challenge 
to the entire potato industry.

The Challenge:  Put 3,000 “potato-friendly” salad bars in 
elementary, middle and high schools across the country 
over the next five years. Targeting 300 salad bars per year 
for five years, for every one of those 1,500 salad/potato 
bars donated by growers, potato industry agribusinesses 
or others vested in the U.S. potato industry, the USPB will 
match one-for-one for a total of 3,000 potato friendly 
salad bars installed by 2020.

But the challenge doesn’t stop with the donation of the 
salad/potato bar, putting it in a school of the donor(s)’ 
choice and walking away! No! For every donated salad/
potato bar installed by U.S. potato industry stakeholders, 
the USPB will continuously work with school lunch 
personnel and school district nutritionists to deliver a 
nonstop stream of potato serving ideas, recipes and themes. 
Imagine the salad bars with Mexican themed potatoes for 
Cinco de Mayo or red, white and blue potato salad for 

President’s Day… the possibilities are 

HZPC Americas Corp.
T (902) 892-2004 F (902) 892-0321
E hzpc@hzpc.ca I  www.hzpc.ca

Promising
Varieties

INNOVATOR SIFRA

VIVALDIFABULA

Quality seed potatoes
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endless. The USPB will ensure schools never run out of 
exciting, fun—and most importantly—healthy, nutritious 
potato ideas students will love-- and eat! A 2014 Texas A 
& M Plate Waste Study said that when “comparing fruit 
and vegetable consumption, it appears fruit is much more 
popular than vegetables…but when potato products are 
served (mashed potatoes, potato wedges, tater tots, etc.); 
just about every student chooses the vegetable.”

 Today’s kids are referred to by the media as the “Salad 
Generation” because they’re so fresh-food focused. There 
are 55 million of them attending K–12 schools nationwide, 
and they eat over 5 billion school lunches each year. If 
they eat potatoes one more time per week, that will be 
3,750,000 cwt more potatoes served each year. The potato 
industry has a rare opportunity to be on the front lines of 
getting potato-friendly salad bars and potato nutrition 
materials in thousands of schools nationwide.

Richardson concluded his challenge with a core statement 
for this program, “It is government’s role to help educate 
consumers on proper nutrition. As an instrumentality of 
USDA, the USPB is delivering to students, nationwide, 
much needed education on healthy eating and the many 
positive nutrition facts about potatoes, ‘America’s Favorite 
Vegetable’.”

New ‘Focus on Potato’ Webcasts Discuss  
Sprouting, Nematode Controls

The Plant Management Network has published two new 
‘Focus on Potato’ webcast presentations.  

 “Update on Potato Sprout Control,” a webcast by Dr. 
Nora Olsen, Extension Potato Specialist at the University 
of Idaho, helps potato growers and industry personnel 
understand various sprout control options given the new 
advances in technology, new sprout control formulations, 
and more coordinated control programs. It was developed 
to help users create or fine-tune their individualized, 
integrated sprout control programs based on variety, 
storage conditions, and market.

 “Root Lesion Nematode on Potato,” by Professor Ann 
MacGuidwin at the University of Wisconsin, was developed 
to help consultants, growers, and other practitioners scout 
and manage root lesion nematodes, the most common 
nematode pest in most potato fields. This presentation 
covers scouting, management timing, the options 
available to maintain population densities of root lesion 
nematodes below damaging levels, and the root lesion 
nematode’s connection to early dying disease. 

These webcasts, as well as nearly 50 others are available 
through the Plant Management Network’s ‘Focus on Potato’ 
resource, located at www.plantmanagementnetwork.org/
fop.

GENESIS CROP SYSTEMS INC
Innovative solutions for your  

potato production challenges!

For more information contact:

Steve Watts   Tel: (902) 940-7465 
s.watts@pei.sympatico.ca
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Canada Tops Overall World Ranking of Food Safety 
Performance

Ottawa, November 20, 2014 - Canada ranks first, 
followed by Ireland and France as the top 3 countries in 
food safety performance according to the 2014 World 
Ranking Food Safety Performance, a new report produced 
by The Conference Board of Canada’s Centre for Food in 
Canada in collaboration with the University of Guelph’s 
Food Institute.

“Canada’s excellent grades in most food safety 
performance metrics were due to its consistently low 
number of food-borne illness cases and reported recalls, 
Canada’s new policy on allergen labeling and a greater 
focus on transparency,” said Dr. Jean-Charles Le Vallée, 
Senior Research Associate and lead author of the report. 
“This is good news as public trust for our food safety 
system is also growing.”

Highlights:

Canada and Ireland followed by France earned •	
top grades among 17 OECD countries in an overall 
ranking of food safety performance.

Sixty-seven per cent of Canadians believe their food •	
 to be safer than it was five years ago.

The report evaluates food safety using ten food •	
safety indicators organized in three food safety risk 
governance domains.

“Given that our economy is more globalized than 
ever, understanding other food safety regimes is critical 
moving forward,” according to the report co-author Dr. 
Sylvain Charlebois of the University of Guelph’s Food 
Institute. “Increasingly, more food regulators around the 
world will compel industry to become more accountable 
to consumers in order to better mitigate systemic risks.”

Although 67 per cent of Canadians believe their food 
to be safer than it was five years ago, work remains to 
improve the system’s performance with more frequent 
reporting and relaying of information to the public 
about both chemical risks in food consumption (Total 
Diet Studies) and nutrition and dietary studies, with 
additional improvements to traceability and radionuclides 
standards.

Using 10 performance indicators, the report identifies 
and evaluates selected common elements among 

SEED AVAILABILITY LISTINGS

The Potato Board has a section on our newly 
redesigned website for growers to list volumes of  

seed for sale.  Please call, fax, or email your  
information to the Potato Board office at:

Tel: (902) 892-6551    
Fax: (902) 566-4914  

Email:  potato@peipotato.org

View Seed Availability Listings at:
http://www.peipotato.org/industry/seed/seed-available-listing

Thank You to Kensington area businesses  
for recently showing your support for  
PEI farm families in such a public way!

global food safety systems. It provides an overall world 
ranking of food safety performance for 17 Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
countries illustrated by 10 indicators organized across 
three food safety risk governance domains: assessment, 
management and communication.

The report was prepared by The Conference Board of 
Canada’s Centre for Food in Canada in collaboration with 
the University of Guelph’s Food Institute.
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 

further information on any of these events. 

February 2015

Feb 5   New Brunswick Potato Day 

  Grand Falls, NB

Feb 9   PMANA Spring Meeting 

  Las Vegas, NV

Feb 11  AAFC Variety Evaluation Open House 

  Potato Research Centre 

  Fredericton, NB

Feb 12   PEI Potato Research Day 

  Credit Union Place, Summerside, PE

Feb 25-26 2015 Soil and Crop Conference 

  and Atlantic Grains & Oilseeds  

  Symposium 

  Rodd Royalty Inn, Charlottetown, PE

 
March 2015

Mar 1-3  National Restaurant and Food 

  Service Show 

  Toronto, ON

Mar 5-7  Atlantic Farm Mech Show 

  Moncton, NB 

  www.farmmechshow.com

Mar 10-12 Canadian Horticultural Council 

  Annual General Meeting 

  Quebec City, QC 

  

April 2015

Apr 15-17 CPMA Convention & Trade Show 

  Montreal, QC

BUCKWHEAT SEED  
FOR SALE

 
93% Germination

For Wireworm Control and Winter Cover

$5 discount if ordered before Feb 25th, 2015
Call:  John MacLauchlan  (902) 676-2982



Phostrol® helps maintain the quality of your 

potatoes while in storage so you can get the most 

out of your crop. Phostrol® is an extremely systemic

and highly unique fungicide that provides effective,

convenient & flexible preventative protection of late

blight and pink rot when applied during the season 

and at harvest.

Always read and follow label directions 
Phostrol is a registered trade-mark of Engage Agro Corporation.

Make them
all count.

For more information on Phostrol please contact 
Engage Agro 1-866-613-3336

engageagro.com
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Meet The Volm Engineered 
Solutions Team.
Whether you’re considering a new equipment purchase, an existing line upgrade, 

or building a new state-of-the-art packing facility, the Volm VEST team can make 

sure you get exactly that—on time, on budget, and to your specifi cation.

888.349.8656  • volmcompanies.com
  Antigo, WI • Idaho Falls, ID • Pasco, WA   © 2014 Volm Companies, Inc. 

We'll get 
you there.

You are 
here.


