
Pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

 M
ai

l A
gr

ee
m

en
t #

 4
00

11
37

7

In This Issue:
Wireworm:  Tools in •	
the Toolbox
Farming 4R Island •	
2015 Report 
Market Reports•	

March - April 2015 
Volume	16,	Issue	2



Your money. Your choice. 
Adama Canada, formerly MANA Canada, is dedicated to providing choice and simplicity in crop 
protection, allowing farmers to manage their farms instead of managing complicated, time-consuming 
rebate programs or bundling. We partner with the highest quality local retails to bring farmers like you 
the advice, service and quality products you need to protect your crops. 

No bundles.
No rebates.
No waiting.

No kidding.

 

 

Simply. Grow. Together.
Toll-free: 1.855.264.6262

WEBSITE: adama.com/canada
®Alias, Arrow, Pyrinex and Silencer, are registered trademarks  
of ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd. 924P 01.15

Arrow®

Alias® Pyrinex® Silencer® 

Weed Control

Insect Control

For a complete list of Adama crop protection products visit adama.com/canada.

Protect your potato crops with:



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsMarch - April 2015 3

Prince Edward Island Potato News  is a 
publication of the Prince Edward Island Potato 
Board. It is published six times per year.  While 
every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
published material, both editorial content and 
advertising, no responsibility will be assumed 
by the publisher for accuracy.  Material 
contained in Prince Edward Island Potato News 
may not be reprinted in any form without 
the express written permission of  the Prince 
Edward Island Potato Board.   Mailed under 
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement 
Number  40011377.

Prince Edward Island 
Potato Board

Chairman:  Alex Docherty
Vice-Chairman:   Darryl Wallace

Secretary-Treasurer:  Charles Murphy

Directors:  Don Godfrey, John Hogg,  
Owen Ching, Rodney Dingwell, Irwin Jay,  
Gary Linkletter, Kirk Shea,  David Francis, 

Glen Rayner, Ian Drake (Young Farmer 
Representative).

Board Staff
Greg Donald.............................General Manager
Brenda Simmons.......Assist. General Manager
Kendra Mills..........................Marketing Director
Rob Morrison......................................Comptroller
Mary Kay Sonier......................Seed Coordinator
                                          Editor, PEI Potato News
Scott Howatt................Processing Coordinator
Mark Phillips.........................Market Info. Officer
Ann Marie White.................Executive Assistant
Debbie Hirst-McDonald.........IT Administrator                                       
Ryan Barrett.....................Communications and                                             
                                             Research Coordinator

Tel: 902-892-6551   Fax: 902-566-4914
Email: potato@peipotato.org
Website: www.peipotato.org

Fox Island Elite Seed Farm
Matthew Ramsay.........................Farm Manager
Eleanor Matthews...........................Lab Manager

Tel: 902-853-2619    Fax: 902-853-3962

Borden Inspection Station
Barry Bassett..........................................Supervisor

Tel: 902-437-2297    Fax: 902-437-2299

Please return undelivered copies to:
PEI Potato Board, 90 Hillstrom Avenue,

Charlottetown, PEI, C1E 2C6

Features
Wireworm:  Putting Tools in the Toolbox ................................................................................ 12
Chips and Dip Battle at The Drake Hotel in Toronto ........................................................... 17
Islanders For Farmers:  Taking Pride in Farming in PEI ....................................................... 19
New Summer Retail Promotion with Dairy Farmers of Canada ...................................... 20 
PEI Potato Board sponsors PEI Burger Love again in 2015 ............................................... 21 
Marketing By Use:  A New Perspective on Fresh Marketing ............................................ 22 
Potatoes Canada Update .............................................................................................................. 26 
Farming 4R Island Report 2015 .................................................................................................. 30 
Responding to Pesticide Questions .......................................................................................... 32 
Farm Machinery Hazard Alert ..................................................................................................... 36 
Soil Conservation Award presented to Spring Valley Farms Ltd. ................................... 38 

Regular  Departments
Chairman’s Message ..........................................................................................................................5
Potato Board News ............................................................................................................................6
Canadian and USA Marketing Reports .................................................................................... 24
PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry .............................................................................. 29
Disposition and Holdings ............................................................................................................. 35
Industry Updates ............................................................................................................................. 39
Upcoming Events ............................................................................................................................ 42

Cover:   A photo of a brown mustard field from the summer of 2014 in Prince Edward Island.  
Growing brown mustard has become one of the tools that some PEI potato growers are 
using to combat wireworm (see page 12).  Photo by Brian Beaton.



Prince Edward Island Potato News March - April 20154

www.phillipsagri.ca

 Pioneer Seed Dealer for PEI
 Your source for industry leading Pioneer brand

   Corn, Soybean, Canola and Winter Wheat seed.
 State of the art seed treatment system for local 

   in season custom seed applied insecticides,
   fungicides and pre-inoculation.

Contact us today at:
Phone: 902-892-1275

SERVICES

Wireworm control options 
including seed treatments 

and cover crops.

 

® SENATOR PSPT 

 COST EFFECTIVE 
 BROAD SPECTRUM 
 DISEASE CONTROL 

ENGAGE AGRO 
tel. 866.613.3336   
fax 519.826.7675 

www.engageagro.com 
info@engageagro.com

 Senator is a registered trademark of Engage Agro Corporation 

Proven seed piece 
treatment technology



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsMarch - April 2015 5

Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

It only seems like yesterday when I wrote my first Chairman’s Report, and as I 
write this one, it is another snowy day!  Despite the weather, I hope everyone is 
getting through what has been a record snowfall this year.  The weather has been 
tough on our customers, with road and bridge closures, and let’s hope the spring 
thaw is slow.

Your Board has been very active over the last three months dealing with many issues.  I believe our number 
one issue is the environment and our critics.  I truly believe we are making some progress through our meetings 
with the Deputy Minister and Assistant Deputy Minister of Environment.  Their interest in meeting and 
discussing our concerns shows to me that there is a desire to mend the relationship that has been fractured 
over the last number of years.  It is my hope that I will be able to report more details in my next message.

I have proposed to the Board that we survey each grower regarding how, as an industry, we move forward 
with the many issues facing us today.  It is my hope that each of you will take the time to complete the survey 
to ensure your thoughts and comments are captured.  When completing the survey, keep the following quote 
in mind:

“Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a pencil and you’re a thousand miles from the corn field.”    

- Dwight D. Eisenhower

One thing we have in common with the current government is that we are both looking forward to dry 
ground.  I wish everyone a safe and successful planting season.
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Potato BoaRD News
Canadian Horticultural Council AGM

The 2015 CHC Annual General Meeting was held in 
Quebec City from March 10-12.  Board representatives at 
the meeting included Brenda Simmons, Acting General 
Manager, Board member Gary Linkletter, Seed Coordinator 
Mary Kay Sonier and Seed/Farm Committee Chairman 
Melis Visser.   Other representatives from PEI were Alvin 
Keenan (1st V-P of the CHC) and Morley Wood.

Potato Task Force

 The week started with a Potato Task Force meeting 
on the evening of March 9.  This group is composed of 
Canadian potato industry members, CFIA, AAFC, and 
provincial government personnel and has a goal of 
discussing and coming to resolution on issues affecting 
the national industry.  

The first topic the group is tackling is the Seed Potato 
Tuber Quality Management Program. Now that it is 
known that this program will not be accepted by the 
United States industry, the question remains:  how do we 
proceed with shipping point inspections on a domestic 
basis?  The task force is looking at what is being done 
in various jurisdictions around the world as well as with 
different commodities within North America.  

In the course of discussions, industry members were told 
that the federal government has lifted the moratorium on 
cost recovery and CFIA is now looking at all fees and has a 
deadline of December 31st, 2015 to complete an analysis 
to determine the actual costs of providing these services, 
according to the Treasury Board Cost Recovery directive.  
The Canadian Potato Council has formed a small working 
group and hopes to meet with CFIA very early in the 
consulting process to ensure the industry has adequate 
input into the development of a new fee structure for 
seed & table potato inspection.

Canadian Potato Council/Seed Potato Sub-Committee 
Joint Meeting

This meeting took place on Tuesday, March 10, followed 
by a CHC Potato Committee meeting on the morning of 

March 12.  Topics on the agenda included: 

Plant Health issues. •	

CFIA reported on an update from NAPPO •	
including options for Pre- and Post–Entry 
Quarantine for Micro-Propagation Material and 
Minitubers that may reduce the amount of time 
for this material to be approved for release.  
Canada will proceed on this issue in concert with 
our North American trading partners.  

A summary of PCN test results for the 2014 season •	
was presented and the definition of a field for 
testing purposes was discussed.  An update was 
also provided on potato wart testing on PEI.  

Several Working Group reports were also presented, 
including:  

the Quality Assurance Working Group; •	

the Research Working Group, with an update on •	
the Growing Forward II Potato Cluster Research 
Projects and a Late Blight Research Proposal;  

the Promotion and Marketing Working Group •	
reported on the recent national magazine 
advertising campaign with ads in the March 
issues of Chatelaine and Today’s Parent; 

the Potato Breeding Working Group presented a •	
report containing their final recommendations; 

the Export Market Development Working •	
Group reported on trade advocacy activities 
undertaken by the Potato Committee and on 
specific marketing activities undertaken by 
those participating in the Potatoes Canada 
project; and 

the Late Blight Working Group reported  on •	
the factsheets it has prepared and a research 
proposal that is being prepared for funding 
application.

Other topics included the status of phorate (Thimet 
15G), priority markets for Canadian potatoes and the 
status of work being done on the potential creation of a 
National Promotion & Research  Agency.
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Resolutions

Two resolutions were proposed by the PEI Potato 
Board:

1. That the Canadian Horticultural Council seek 
support from the federal government for the purchase 
and installation of foreign material detection 
technology in the Canadian produce industry where  a 
deliberate act of tampering has occurred; and that the 
federal government allocate all necessary resources 
(investigative and prosecutorial) to find the person(s) 
responsible for food tampering and prosecute those 
cases to the full extent of the law.

This resolution was passed by the committee as a whole.

2.  That the Canadian Horticultural Council seek from 
the Pest Management Regualtory Agency an extension to 
both the last date of sale of Thimet® 15-G by retailers and 
distributors, and to the last date of use by farmers and users 
in order to allow the use of Thimet® 15-G until PMRA has 
completed its review of the AMVAC submissions of October 
31, 2014; and that the Canadian Horticultural council request 
that the PMRA allow the use of Thimet® 20-G in potato 
production if there are insufficient supplies of Thimet® 15-G 
until the review of the AMVAC submissions of October 31, 
2014 has been completed.

Both resolutions were passed and will be presented to 
the federal government for response.  If you would like to 
see the full text of these or any other resolution from the 
AGM, please contact the Board office.

One resolution was put forward by the Canadian Potato 
Council:

That the Canadian Horticultural Council request that 
CFIA amend the Seeds Regulations to include the 
following clause (f) under Part II SEED POTATOES, 
Application for Crop Inspection 49.(1):

(f ) In the case that Plant Breeders’ Rights have been 
issued by the CFIA for a potato variety, or an application 
is under review, documentation must be provided with 
the application for seed certification demonstrating 
that the grower has permission of the plant breeder or 
appointed agent prior to certification of that variety.

This motion was passed, but amended to remove the 
words “with the application for seed inspection” to allow 
for a letter to be provided by the breeder or agent to the 
inspection agency with a list of their approved growers  
and remove the onus of providing paperwork from the 
grower.

PEI Potato Research Group

Several times a year, the PEI Potato Research Group 
gets together to discuss potato research underway on 
PEI, as well as collaborative projects underway within the 
region or on a national basis.  This group, led by Potato 
Coordinator Brian Beaton, includes federal and private 
research scientists and agronomists as well as personnel 
from the Potato Board, the Provincial Department of 
Agriculture, the PEI Horticultural Association, and farm 
input suppliers who are all involved in the development of 
research proposals, providing in-kind or cash support for 
research, and assisting with setting up on-farm research 
proposals.  

The March 2015 provided an opportunity for updates 
on research being conducted in 2015.  Two high priority 
items include wireworm and soil related issues, including 
soil health, limiting soil loss, nitrate levels, and soil-borne 
diseases.  The regular gathering and sharing of information 
amongst this group helps to avoid duplication and 
encourages collaboration to ensure that industry dollars 
put towards research are used as efficiently as possible.  It 
also enable us to seek the development of new projects to 
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address any gaps that are identified.

Potato Selection Release Open House

PEI Potato Board staff and industry members attended 
the 2015 Potato Selection Release Open House at the 
AAFC Potato Research Centre in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick.  During the morning session, there was 
time to view the AAFC breeding program Accelerated 
Release selections that were available from the AAFC 
breeding programs at the Potato Research Centre and the 
Lethbridge Research Cente.  The AR2015 selections were 
available for the first time for two years of non-exclusive 
evaluation.  The AR2013 selections have been out with 
industry members for evaluation for two years.  At this 
point, industry members were invited to put forward a 
bid for three years of exclusive evaluation and the option 
to negotiate commercial license agreements anytime 
during this period.

Island growers can again see AAFC selections during 
the upcoming season at plots grown at the AAFC 
Research Farm in Harrington.  Additionly, the Potato 
Board is growing some of the advanced selections at an 
industry-sponsored trial grown at Harrington as well as 
in our Growing Forward II-sponsored climate trials grown 
at four different climatic locations in the United States.  
Watch this magazine for variety trial reports and photos 
or check out the Growers Site on our website.

Tampering Investigation Ongoing – Reward 
Still Available – Applications for Assistance for 
Equipment Being Received

At their meeting in March, Potato Board Directors were 
updated by the RCMP on the ongoing food tampering 
investigation.  All avenues are being explored, the 
investigation continues and the RCMP is accessing 
resources from across Canada.  They consider this to be an 
issue of public safety and are dedicating the appropriate 
resources towards its resolution.  It was recommended 
that the Board continue to publicize the reward and make 
sure the appropriate information on providing tips (which 
can be provided anonymously and still be eligible for the 
reward) is available to the community at large.  To that 
end, we recently distributed a notice to all Island growers, 
dealers, packing sheds and processors with a poster that 
could be printed and posted at community venues.  We 
have also contacted some social media groups (Islanders 
for Farmers, Pesticide Free PEI, Vision PEI), who reach out 
to PEI residents, about posting the notice on their pages 

and they have done so.  

Applications are still being received for funding 
assistance to help growers and packers cover the cost 
of adding foreign material detection equipment.  There 
have been several workshops offered over the winter to 
provide the industry with information on various types 
of technology available.  Applications are available by 
contacting Brian Beaton, Potato Coordinator, PEIDAF at 
(902) 314-1607 or Susan Myers, Account Manager, ACOA 
at (902) 940-5750.

CropLife Webinar on the “Lab to Label” Process

CropLife held a webinar for industry on February 5, 2015 
to outline the process that is followed by crop protectant 
registrants submitting to PMRA in order to register a new 
pesticide product.  It is a multi-year process involving 
hundreds of tests.  It is emphasized that the decision to 
register a pesticide is only made if the PMRA concludes 
that there is sufficient scientific evidence to show that the 
product does not pose an unacceptable risk to human 
health or the environment and that it serves a useful 
purpose.  A similar process is followed for both synthetic 
and naturally occurring pesticide products.

Beginning in this issue, the Board is presenting more 
detailed information from the CropLife publication 
“From Lab to Label” that provides detailed information 

Viewing Accelerated Release varieties during the 
2015 Potato Selection Release Open House at the 
AAFC Potato Research Centre in Fredericton, NB. 

Photo courtesy:  John Morrison, AAFC
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on the testing and factors taken into consideration when 
registering a new product.  This serves as a useful refresher 
for growers and the general public alike.  Information from 
the publication will be provided in three segments over 
this and our next two issues. (see pgs 32-34 of this issue)

Communications Workshop: Real Dirt Speakers’ 
Bureau

For farmers and agri-business people alike, the Speakers’ 
Bureau series of workshops offered by Farm & Food Care 
Ontario is designed to encourage those involved in 
agriculture to tell THEIR stories -  what they do and why they 
do it - to non-farming audiences. Two sessions will be held 
in PEI, organized by the PEI Federation of Agriculture:

April 17 Potato Services Bldg, Kensington

April 22 Red Shores Racetrack, Charlottetown 

Each session runs from 10 am to 4 pm and registration is 
required. You can register by contacting the PEI Federation 
of Agriculture office at (902) 368-7289 or email Cliff 
Thompson at cliff@peifa.ca.

Whether it is responding to a letter to the editor in the 
local paper, giving a presentation to a local service club, 
or a casual conversation with neighbours about what you 
do and why you do it, these sessions will help provide 
the skills and information to respond to concerns with 
confidence and be an advocate for your industry.

CanadaGAP On-Farm Food Safety

The first of a series of CanadaGAP enrollment seminars 

Thanks to Board Vice-Chairman Darryl Wallace for passing 
along this photo of his daughter Kristy spreading the 
love of PEI Potatoes with some of her students recently 
in Argentina.  Kristy is a B. Ed. student at UPEI doing an 
international teaching placement.

was held on March 20th at the PEI Potato Board office, 
with more workshops planned.  The goal of the workshops 
is awareness, with on-farm guidance to follow for those 
operations that decide to adopt the CanadaGAP program 
for on-farm food safety.  If interested in participating in 
these workshops, please contact Joanne Driscoll at (902) 
566-2733 or peihort.offs@gmail.com.  For producers 
already enrolled in the program, the new version (6.3) of 
the CanadaGAP manual is now available.
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WIREWORM:
Putting Tools in the Toolbox

Searching for tools to control 
wireworm continues to be a 
major priority for farmers in Prince 
Edward Island.  While there are no 
easy answers or “silver bullets” in 
controlling this destructive pest, 
researchers are learning more about 
how to control wireworm through an 
integrated approach.

Not surprisingly, there was a very 
strong turnout of Island farmers 
and industry partners on March 
24th in Charlottetown to hear from 
researchers and specialists on the 
results of 2014 wireworm research 
that took place in PEI.  This research 
and extension seminar was organized 
by the Wireworm Research Group, 
which is comprised of researchers, 
producer association representatives, 
government staff, and others 
to collaborate and coordinate  
wireworm research in the province.

Examining the Tools in the 
Toolbox

The seminar started with 
Brian Beaton, PEI Department 
of Agriculture & Forestry Potato 
Industry Coordinator, providing a 
refresher course on the lifecycle of 
wireworms as well as an overview of 
some of the tools currently available 
to growers.  There was discussion 
of the status of the two insecticide 
options currently available to combat 
wireworm:  Thimet 15G (phorate) and 

Capture (bifenthrin).  While Thimet 
is scheduled for deregistration later 
in 2015, a new formulation (Thimet 
20G) has been submitted for new 
registration to PMRA, with a decision 
expected in January 2016.  

Growers were reminded to 
take care when applying Thimet, 
especially to avoid any contact with 
the product (made easier with lock-
and-load containers and new “smart 
box” applicators) and to ensure that 
no granules are left on the surface 
of the soil after planting.  Ensuring 
that application boxes are shut 
off at the end of the row as well as 
harrowing headlands to make sure 
that granules are fully covered are 
two best management practices to 
follow when using Thimet.

The 2014 crop year was the first 
year that Capture was available for 
PEI potato growers.  While research 
has indicated that it shows similar 
levels of control as Thimet, it needs to 
be sprayed in a wide band in-furrow 
to ensure maximum effectiveness.  
Research also indicates that 
combining it with a neonicotinoid 
such as Titan provides the highest 
level of control.

Assessing Insecticide Options

Dr. Christine Noronha of Agriculture 
& Agri-Food Canada in Charlottetown 
followed this refresher presentation 
with results from a number of trials 
conducted last year.  Using Russet 
Burbank potatoes grown in a heavily 

by Ryan Barrett, Research and Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

Figure 1:  Number of blemishes per tuber for seven insecticides in a heavily 
infested wireworm field.  (C. Noronha, AAFC, 2015)
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infested field, the AAFC team was 
able to show that both Thimet 
and Capture showed a significant 
ability to limit blemishes per tuber 
(Figure 1) and improve marketable 
yield.  Thimet and Capture did not 
show significant difference between 
each other, but Thimet showed a 
slight numerical advantage.  Also 
promising was research on Mocap, 
an insecticide not yet registered in 
Canada but which showed potentially 
better control than either Thimet or 
Capture in this trial.  A number of 
other experimental insecticides are 
evaluated each year in both PEI and 
in British Columbia as part of the CHC 
National Cluster Project.

Dr. Noronha also conducted 
some lab experiments to ascertain 
whether Thimet and Capture actually 
kill wireworms or whether they just 
suppress them for short periods of 
time.  From her studies last year, 

it appears that Thimet killed more 
than 80% of the wireworms exposed 
to it; conversely, Capture killed no 
wireworms and seemed to simply 
“paralyze” the larvae.  Christine also 
presented some trial data from farmer 
fields that indicated that Capture and 
Thimet had similar levels of effective 
wireworm control last year.

Do Varieties Differ for Wireworm 
Damage?

A new study in 2014 examined 
whether there is a difference in 
wireworm damage among different 
varieties when planted side by side.  
Twenty-one different varieties were 
planted without any insecticide and 
noticeable differences were observed 
(Figure 2).  In general, chipping 
varieties tended to have the lowest 
levels of damage, while fresh market 
varieties such as Eva, AC Chaleur, and 
Norland had the highest number of 

blemishes.

Dr. Noronha also provided a 
brief overview of other wireworm 
research being conducted by AAFC 
colleagues, including promising 
work examining biological control of 
click beetles using a targeted fungal 
species called Metarhizium.  Work is 
continuing to determine the most 
effective method to expose click 
beetles to this biological control 
option.

Examining Rotation Crops and 
Insecticides

Following Christine was Dr. 
Zenaida Ganga of Cavendish 
Farms Research.  Their research 
team has been doing considerable 
work investigating wireworm in 
recent years, and last year was no 
exception.  One trial indicated that 
the combination of Admire (either 

Figure 2:  Number of blemishes per tuber for twenty-one potato cultivars under heavy wireworm pressure with no 
insecticide.  (C. Noronha, AAFC, 2015)
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in-furrow or as a seed treatment) and 
Capture proved effective in reducing 
wireworm damage.  Two in-field trials 
showed both Capture and Thimet to 
dramatically reduce unmarketable 
yield, with Thimet resulting in 
somewhat fewer holes or blemishes 
per tuber.

Dr. Ganga also outlined a project 
aimed at assessing the effect of 
biofumigant rotation crops on 
suppressing wireworm damage.  
Two different fields were planted 
with different combinations of 
Caliente mustard and buckwheat in 
2014 as well as a barley check and 
a treatment of spring and summer 
mechanical fallow.  These fields will 
be planted to potatoes in 2015 and 
results will be anxiously awaited 
next winter.  Zenaida also followed 
by discussing a number of best 
management practices for growing 
and incorporating biofumigant 
crops.

Click Beetle Monitoring

The final presentation of the 
morning was by Joanne Driscoll of 
the PEI Horticultural Association.  
Her team focused on the biology and 
emergence trends of the click beetle 
in an effort to develop a degree-day 
model for emergence in the future.  
Using a series of both pitfall traps and 
pheromone traps, they collected click 
beetles through the growing season 
and sexed the beetles to see if there 
are any differences in emergence 
times between the sexes.  Based on 
one year’s worth of data, it appears 
that click beetle numbers peaked 
during the first week of June, but 
were observed from mid-May until 
the end of June.  Interestingly, peak 
female numbers were observed two 
weeks earlier (approx. May 19-22) 

than the peak observance of males 
(June 3-6).

In the afternoon, Brian Beaton 
provided a brief overview of click 
beetle trapping conducted at 40 
sites across the province.  Traps were 
placed both at the edge of the field 
as well as 50 metres into the field.  As 
expected, the number of click beetles 
per traps was highest in Queens 
County.  Interestingly, the number of 
click beetles found in traps 50m into 
the field was slightly higher than the 
numbers found at the edge of the 
field.  This indicates that click beetles 
are definitely emerging within the 
field and not just moving in from 
the hedgerows.  Similarly to Joanne’s 
presentation, the peak observance 
occurred in the first week of June, 
but beetles were trapped from mid-
May until mid-July.

Exploring New Methods of Control

Angela Hughes of the 
environmental sustainability division 
at the Department of Agriculture & 
Forestry followed with an overview 
of the different practices being 

employed by growers relating to 
the use of rotational crops such as 
mustard and buckwheat.  Through 
a questionnaire and subsequent 
interviews, Angela was able to 
identify a group of nine growers 
using these crops.  The majority 
planted one mustard or buckwheat 
crop in 2014, but some did plant two 
crops in multiple combinations.  The 
goal is to work with these growers 
to conduct on-farm trials with 
adequate checks to assess the effect 
of different cropping strategies using 
these crops.

The final presentation was from 
Dr. Robert Coffin, who presented 
on behalf of a team of researchers 
who are intent on investigating 
whether RNA interference (RNAi) can 
be used to combat wireworm.  This 
would involve identifying genetic 
sequences that would negatively 
impact the wireworm and then 
replicating those sequences in a bait 
crop.  Work has not yet started on 
this research, but Dr. Coffin’s team 
are looking for funding and research 
partners in order to move forward.

Evaluating tubers for wireworm damage in 2014. Photo courtesy Zenaida Ganga.
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Managing Mustard and Buckwheat

The majority of questions from 
growers referred to the growing and 
incorporation of rotational crops 
to combat wireworm.  Firstly, the 
speakers on the day attempted to 
clarify that the two approaches to 
using mustard and/or buckwheat 
that have been researched on PEI are 
somewhat different.  

Research by AAFC showed that 
double crops in consecutive years of 
brown mustard (var. Centennial) or 
buckwheat (var. Mancan) did have 
the effect of lowering wireworm 
populations.  This approach has less 
to do with “biofumigation” through 
incorporation in the soil than with 
depriving wireworms of a preferred 
food source and affecting some 
wireworms through chemicals 
present in the roots.  This approach 
differs from a program using 
Caliente mustard, which is higher in 
glucosinalates and is bred for use as 
a biofumigant.  To be used properly, 
mustard must be fully incorporated 
at a time of adequate soil moisture in 
order for the biofumigant gas to be 
released within the soil.  This approach 
has been shown by Cavendish Farms 
to have some effect, but there is some 
thought that it may be most effective 

on neonate wireworms rather 
than larger wireworms.  Caliente 
mustard may also have advantages 
in countering Verticillium and root 
lesion nematode populations in the 
soil.

Additional Mitigation Options

Of course, growers are looking for 
answers on how to best use these 
crops.  The researchers and extension 
personnel were careful to note that 
there is no blanket solution to suit 
everyone.  Growers with serious 
infestations and damage levels will 
of course require the most dramatic 
management changes to bring 
down wireworm levels and reduce 
damage.  For growers with low levels 
of pressure, use of insecticides as 
well as more subtle management 
changes may be more appropriate.  
Some management changes that 
were discussed as possibly helping 
to prevent wireworm population 
growth included:

More frequent clipping of •	
forage crops before flowering 
to discourage egg-laying by 
click beetles;

Earlier use of herbicide (mid •	
to late-August) prior to 

sod incorporation to deny 
wireworms a food source in 
the fall months;

Residue tillage in September •	
at a time when wireworms 
are most actively feeding; 
and

Use of less red clover in •	
rotations, as it appears to be 
an ideal crop for multiplying 
wireworm as well as 
other soil-borne pests like 
Verticillium and nematodes.

As noted many times before, we 
have no “silver bullet” available to 
control wireworm in Prince Edward 
Island.  The Agriotes sputator species 
seems to be one of the hardiest 
species in North America and there 
are no easy answers.  Nonetheless, 
an integrated approach that involves 
changes to tillage and harvest 
practices, monitoring wireworm 
levels through baiting/trapping, 
in-furrow insecticide use, and the 
use of rotation crops has shown an 
ability to reduce wireworm damage.  
Wireworm research will continue 
to be a top priority for the potato 
industry in PEI and results of 2015 
projects will be highly anticipated.
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Phostrol® helps maintain the quality of your 

potatoes while in storage so you can get the most 

out of your crop. Phostrol® is an extremely systemic

and highly unique fungicide that provides effective,

convenient & flexible preventative protection of late

blight and pink rot when applied during the season 

and at harvest.

Always read and follow label directions 
Phostrol is a registered trade-mark of Engage Agro Corporation.

Make them
all count.

For more information on Phostrol please contact 
Engage Agro 1-866-613-3336

engageagro.com

Phostrol - Full - 4C_MAR0066 Phostrol AD_FIN  2/18/2014  10:44 AM  Page 1
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Foliar Fertilizers from Sprout to Finish

Eastern Crop Supplies (ECS) is a distributor of liquid fertilizer and 
micronutrient products that have been formulated for in-furrow, soil and 
foliar applications. 

ECS products are manufactured by Axter Agroscience Inc. and include 
CROPBOOSTER̈ , SOYBOOSTER̈ , PERFORMANCË , CALSTIK̈ , 
SPECIAL K̈  and OLIGÖ  brand micronutrients. 

ECS can build tailored foliar programs for your farm. Soil and tissue sampling 
services can be provided to complement your fertilizer applications and 
provide additional information on the health of your crops. 

Axter Agroscience Inc., active in the foliar fertilizer sector for more than 
years, offers a wide variety of products designed to improve crop quality and 
optimize yield. Axter's Oligö  brand micronutrients are chelated with an 
organic based natural lignosulfonate that does not burn plant leaf tissue while 
insuring maximal leaf absorption. Visit www.axter.ca for more information!

Call Adam Townshend 
!  902-969-7325 
"  easterncropsupplies@gmail.com 
     @ECSPEI

30

Chips and Dip Battle at 
The Drake Hotel in Toronto

We were excited to be asked to participate in a “Chips 
and Dip Battle” at The Drake Hotel in downtown Toronto on 
March 2nd.  The Board was approached by a programming 
coordinator who stages occasional culinary competitions 
at the Drake, which is a well-known concert venue and 
night spot in the Queen Street West neighbourhood.  

Seven Toronto restaurants submitted their chips and 
dips creations, with the judging panel consisting of a 
producer from VICE media, Jeremy Larter from The PEI 
Encyclopedia and Just Passing Through video series, 
and our own Kendra Mills.  Champion honours went to 
Thoroughbred Food & Drink on Richmond St West, with 
the winning chef earning a place in the chef challenge at 
the 2015 PEI Shellfish Festival!

For a relatively small financial investment, this event 
achieved a great deal of exposure on social media and was 
featured in a cooking segment on Canada AM.  Check out 
or Twitter account (@PEIPotatoes) for more photos.
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Islanders For Farmers:
Taking Pride in Farming in PEI

In recent months and years, many in the local agricultural 
community have been frustrated and disappointed in 
the lack of knowledge that some Islanders have about 
farming.  With fewer and fewer people living and working 
on farms, the divide continues to grow between those 
that produce food and everyone else that consumes it.  

In late January, three young women from Prince Edward 
Island farm families agreed to found an agricultural 
advocacy movement to promote and defend the hard 
work and passion of Island farmers.  These three women 
were approached by representatives of agriculture 
industry organizations due to their previous involvement 
in agriculture as well as their passion for informing the 
public and sharing good news stories about life on the 
farm.  Upon meeting and discussing what they could do 

to communicate with the public, they decided to create a 
Facebook page and a Twitter account called Islanders For 
Farmers.

These three co-founders are:

Jessica Reeves•	 , teacher at Amherst Cove 
school in Borden-Carleton and dairy farmer 
with her husband Steven.  Jessica grew up on a 
beef and potato farm in Lady Fane, PEI.

Sarah Jane Barrett•	 , teacher at Three Oaks 
Senior High in Summerside.  Her family has 
a dairy and beef farm in Belmont, PEI and 
previously grew elite seed potatoes.

Keisha Rose,•	  who is farming with her family 
at R.A. Rose and Sons Farm in North Lake, 
PEI.  Keisha has a degree from UPEI and has 
also recently worked as a Crop Insurance 
representative.

Since being launched in a middle of a snow storm in 
late January, the Facebook page now has more than 1,450 
‘likes’ and more than 180 followers on Twitter, with more 
joining every day.  The goal is to share stories from Island 
farm families, highlight the good work that farmers are 
doing to create jobs and protect the environment in PEI, as 
well as addressing misinformation about agriculture that 
frequently appears on social and conventional media.

If you haven’t already liked or followed Islanders 
For Farmers, you can find them at facebook.com/
IslandersForFarmers or at twitter.com/Islanders4Farms.

by Ryan Barrett, Research and Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
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We are very excited to announce 
that PEI Potatoes will be partnering 
with the Dairy Farmers of Canada 
for a summertime retail promotion 
with the “All You Need Is Cheese” 
marketing campaign. 

Their goals are to partner with 
strong Canadian brands and reach 
consumers at a different stage in 
their purchase paths – namely, the 
potato category.  The partnership 
will be available at all major retailers 
in eastern Canada from June 15 to 
July 19, 2015. The creative theme is 
“Summer.  Made in Canada” 

The program elements include in-
store POS including shelf ads and 
counter displays, recipe booklets, in-
store demos, social media and online  
advertising. The PEI Potatoes logo will 
be present on all of these elements. 
We also have lots to offer. We have 
industry packaging that will include 
a cheese/potato recipe and the All 
You Need Is Cheese (AYNIC) logo, 
and we have strong social media 
and database platforms to reach our 
own consumers.  We will be looking 
to place in-store POS in the potato 
category as well. 

We will also be trying a new 
couponing app to promote the 
sales of potatoes and cheese, 
through Checkout51. Sales come 
out every week, but are offered 
to the consumers direct from the 
companies, thus taking the retailer 
out of the equation. This eliminates 
the need for cutting coupons, 

redemption from the store level and 
the resources that couponing takes at 
retail. It credits the shopper’s account 
once a sales receipt is uploaded, and 
they send the consumer a cheque 
when the balance totals $20. Learn 
more at www.Checkout51.com

Of course, the Dairy Farmers, the 
AYNIC and 100% Canadian Milk are 
all strong, well-recognized brands, 
and so are we! We look forward to a 
successful campaign, and building to 
another campaign in the future!

New Summer  
Retail Promotion  

with Dairy Farmers  
of Canada
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PEI Potato Board sponsors 
PEI Burger Love again in 2015

For the third year in a row, the PEI Potato Board is a contributing 
sponsor of PEI Burger Love.  This local food promotion includes 60 
restaurants across Prince Edward Island this year that are serving 
unique and delicious burgers made with PEI beef. 

Of course, nothing goes better with burgers than fries!  As such, 
the Board is sponsoring “Fry-Days” during Burger Love.  Restaurant 
patrons can take photos of themselves enjoying fries or other potato 
sides with their Burger Love delicacies and  share them via Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram for a chance to win PEI Potatoes t-shirts.  One 
lucky winner each week will also take home a 50 lb carton of premium 
quality PEI Potatoes to make their own fries at home!

PEI Burger Love runs the entire month of April.  A full list of burgers, 
prizes, and sponsors can be found at www.peiburgerlove.ca.

In 2014, over 90,000 burgers were sold as part of this month-long 
campaign, generating in excess of $1 million in burger sales alone for 
the participating restaurants, let alone the additional in-restaurant 
sales.  It provides a welcome boost to restaurant traffic in a normal 
quiet month of the year while boosting the profile and consumption 
of locally sources food products.  

PEI potato growers are encouraged to get out and try some of the 
myriad of different burgers available in Burger Love 2015 and be sure 
to share your love of PEI Potatoes along with them!  PEI Burger Love 
has more than 10,000 followers on Twitter and a very engaged local 
fan-base!
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MARKETING BY USE:
A New Perspective on Fresh Marketing

We know that potatoes are a staple food, and we 
assume that everyone knows the 101 ways to prepare 
them; however, we also recognize that times are 
changing, and it is affecting food consumption patterns 
in Canada. Our cooking skills and collective tastes are 
changing.  We as potato marketers must find new ways 
of educating consumers on the virtues of potatoes, and 
we need look no further than the grocery shelf. Marketing 
by end use – baking, boiling, mashing, frying, roasting - is 
an opportunity to help consumers make the right choice 
when meal planning. 

When a consumer buys a bag of rice or pasta, their 
cooking and eating experience is the same every single 
time, however, a common consumer complaint is that 
potatoes are often different in bags every time they 
purchase. It makes it difficult for consumers to have that 
same expectation of results, and keeping consumers 
buying potatoes becomes more difficult.

Other potato growing regions around the world are 
moving to this way of marketing. A great example is the 
Potatoes New Zealand approach. They devote significant 
effort to educating consumers on which potato to buy, 
depending on what they want to prepare. If you want to 
see the New Zealand model, it is available on their website 
at www.potatoes.co.nz. 

The British Potato Council also uses a version of this 
method; however, they take it a step further by using 
descriptive words such as fluffy, smooth and waxy to 
help consumers choose their potatoes.  This marketing 
program is available at www.lovepotatoes.co.uk/varieties

In Canada, we have relied on colour coding to help 
identify the end uses. It is important that we have 
consistency in this colour coding so that consumers, as 
they go between brands or retailers, will always know 
how to choose. Remember, the consumer is the most 

by Kendra Mills, Marketing Director, PEI Potato Board

An example of the flowchart used by the Culinary Institute when classifying potato varieties according to use.
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important stakeholder in this exercise. 

As part of our packaging review, we wanted to look at 
the new ways of marketing potatoes that are becoming 
popular with retailers. We worked with Canada’s Smartest 
Kitchen at the Culinary Institute in Charlottetown to help 
us with the food science behind this program.   

We took the New Zealand model as an example and 
then applied it to our markets. We examined the top fresh 
varieties and classified them into categories based on 
specifically controlled cooking instructions. Although we 
tend to intuitively know how varieties cook, it is important 
to have this verified by scientific method, particularly 
when selling the program to a retailer, for instance.  

The previous cook chart demonstrates the spectrum 
that popular PEI varieties fit into. It helps us to classify 
which varieties fit into the cooking methods, but also 
shows that, as we know, potatoes may fit in to multiple 
categories. Depending on many factors – including time 
of year, moisture levels etc, ensuring potatoes are packed 
correctly ensures a more positive consumer experience.

The full reports, methodology, and results of the cook 
tests and the marketing materials are all be available in 
the Brand Barn for industry use. We will also be adding 
this as a page on our website in the coming year, as part 
of our on-going consumer education platform.

Brand Barn Access:    www.peipotato.org/brandbarn

Login = Your email address  (Can be any email 
address you use).

Please contact Kendra Mills at (902) 892-6551 or 
kendra@peipotato.org for the password.

Following this series of cooking tests, we also 
developed some materials (see above) to help ourselves 
communicate marketing by use to both consumers and 
industry. If packers or brands wanted to use this model, 
this work is already done for the industry. Consistency 
of communication will only help the end user to choose 
potatoes more often, which is our collective goal!
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Canadian & Usa Marketing Reports
Canadian Market Update 

by Brad Brownsey,  
Canadian Trade Representative

Across Canada, and most particularly in Ontario, the 
Maritimes, and Quebec, urban shoppers are now able 
to regularly find, purchase and enjoy PEI Potatoes, as 
major supermarket chains and key independent retailers 
continue to increase their purchases, displays and feature 
ad activity devoted to PEI Potatoes.

Major potato handlers across all trade sectors universally 
said at the outset of the 2014/15 PEI shipping season to 
“look for our company to increase its purchases of PEI 
Potatoes commencing later this season (i.e. February/
March). Thereafter, we will increasingly look to PEI to fulfill 
a greater percentage of our fresh potato needs through 
the end of the 2014/15 shipping season.”  Indeed the 
trade’s counsel then is now ringing true!  That said, the 
2014/15 sales and marketing season has very quietly and 
efficiently generated 45 dedicated PEI potato ads from 
Quebec west to Vancouver Island to-date.  This is only four 
fewer PEI ad placements compared to this time one year 
ago. 

There are ample reasons for the PEI potato industry to 
remain optimistic about how the balance of the 2014/15 
shipping season will play itself out.  Growers who have 
potatoes in late season storage should reap the rewards of 
strengthening mid and late-season retail and foodservice 
sector demand as local potato storages seasonally clean 
up across the country.  Additionally, the effects of a harsh 
winter are certain to delay new crop plantings in many 
parts of the country.

The Board’s cooperative advertising program continues 
to encourage and support almost 50 key grocery banners 
from Quebec west to Vancouver Island that collectively 
account for well over 90% of all fresh food sales whenever 
they feature PEI potatoes in their weekly flyers!   This 
program continues to be highly coveted by retail 
partners and drives sales, marketing and awareness of PEI 
Potatoes.

We’re starting to see new crop Florida potatoes appearing 
across Canada.  In recent weeks, we’ve also seen the 

introduction of a number of new national and / or private 
label potato brands, potato varieties and most recently 
the marketing of “imperfect potatoes.”  These  “imperfect 
potatoes” are one of the first listings to help market and 
sell smaller and/or unusually shaped vegetables and fruit, 
with these items being sold at a substantial discount of up 
to 30 per cent compared to traditional produce options.

The potato category remains ferociously competitive, 
with a plethora of private and controlled label brands, 
provincially-funded “buy local” marketing programs, and 
generically identified “Product of Canada” origins.  Despite 
this, the demand for and trade/consumer awareness 
of genuine PEI potatoes remains strong year-over-year.  
Premium quality PEI potatoes and PEI dealers continue 
to win back mid and late-season fresh potato listings 
and, because of this,  are realizing increased shelf space 
allocations and additional feature advertising support.  
With the continuing development and roll-out of the PEI 
Potato Board’s new branding, packaging and positioning 
initiatives, the industry has every reason to remain 
optimistic looking forward.

 

American Market Update 
by Peter Goulet,  

USA Trade Representative 

As I sit down to write this update, I’m amazed that we’re 
already headed in to the “home stretch” of the 2014/2015 
shipping season. It seems like only a short time ago we 
were all congregating at the Delta for the AGM, discussing 
last season’s successes and the new challenges of 
marketing this year’s crop.  How time flies!

It’s been an interesting season thus far, to say the least.  
Demand has been like a roller coaster, with no rhyme or 
reason as to why it’s been steady or slow, or why purchase 
order placement has been high or low.  The only thing 
consistent about the stretch between November and 
now has been the brutally cold weather and snow storms 
that refuse to let up.  Based on the snow pack on my front 
lawn, it looks like we’re headed for one of those years 
where we’ll go straight from winter to summer with no 
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spring to speak of – except for the mud that these snow 
banks will eventually leave behind when they finally melt.

Speaking of the cold weather, one would assume 
that potato demand would have been tremendous and 
consistent this winter, as people holed up in the homes and 
cooked “comfort food” such as beef roasts or casseroles that 
normally include potatoes and root vegetables.  Apparently 
that wasn’t the case, at least not like it was “in the old days.”  
Large consumer packs are getting increasingly rare and 
hard to find in conventional supermarkets in the States.  It 
is now quite rare to find a 10 lb bag of round whites past 
the New Year holiday.   More and more of the retailer’s 
shelf space is being merchandised with bags that are five 
pounds or less.  We’re seeing many more three pound 
bags, which allows a retailer to achieve a lower price point.  
Specialty potatoes in small 24 to 28 ounce mesh bags are 
really gaining popularity and additional shelf space – at 
the expense of our “core items” like round whites, reds and 
yellow flesh.  The good news is that much of the waning 
demand for white potatoes is also transferring to red and 
yellow potatoes.  

We have many potatoes sitting in storage waiting to be 
sold this spring.  I am seeing and hearing that demand 
and overall sales have started to pick up a little of late.  
Retailers are consistently incorporating potatoes in their 
weekly ads almost every week.  This wasn’t the case only 
a few months ago.  The Easter holiday provided us with 
an uptick in demand for spuds as well.  As the weather 
begins to warm, ever so slowly, BBQ season will be upon 
us.  Hopefully that will translate to potatoes being cooked 
on the grill next to the protein.  

Overall quality has been very good all season, so that 
won’t be a deterrent to receivers sourcing potatoes from 
PEI, even as new potatoes start finding their way north 
from competing growing regions in the southeast.  Retail 
pricing has been steady and advertised pricing is fairly 
aggressive – definitely not any higher than the same 
timef last year.  This is positive, given the cost differences 
between the two seasons.  We will continue to do what we 
can here in the States to promote and keep PEI Potatoes 
top of mind with American retailers as they write their 
ads and promotion plans for the balance of the season.   
Hopefully that will aid in reducing the significant storages 
and ensure a good cleanup of this year’s remaining crop.

Best Regards and Happy Spring.  Let’s hope the tulips 
and daffodils see daylight soon, and that this is parallel 
with your tractors and heavy equipment being back in the 
fields planting a profitable fall crop.  
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Potatoes Canada Update

Potatoes Canada (PC) is actively working on behalf of 
the PEI & New Brunswick potato industries to enhance 
market place presence in existing and target export 
markets.  The objective of this effort is to increase market 
share in those countries or regions through utilization of 
a contribution agreement between Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada’s Agri-Marketing Program and the Canadian 
Potato Council (CPC) part of the Canadian Horticultural 
Council.   Funding for this project has been covered under 
various agreements since 2010.   The latest funding piece 
for the project covered April 2013 through to March 31, 
2015 and is provided by Agriculture &  Agri-Food Canada 
(AAFC), the PEI Potato Board, Potatoes New Brunswick, 
the PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry.  

The Potatoes Canada website, in three languages, has 
been an excellent avenue for new clients to approach 
the Canadian industry, either through the direct link 
to exporters or through the “Contact Us” section.   PC 
consultants are able to provide information on our 
industry and direct buyers to our list of  exporters who 
have extensive experience in  accessing product and  
shipping into  offshore markets.  The content of the site  
requires on-going updates to remain current – including 
variety sheets, supplier contact information, translations, 
etc. as well as updates on information on specific markets 
provided in the exporter log-in section.

Communication through E-Blasts

With a healthy contact base built through trade shows 
and missions, a quarterly E-Blast report has been distributed 
to 235 contacts in 65 countries and translated into four 
different languages.  These E-Blasts focus on the positive 
advantages of doing trade with Canadian companies and 
new features of Canadian systems and products.  Each 
quarterly Eblast has contained photos related to the 
season such as planting, harvest and shipping, as well as 
providing links to the Potatoes Canada website and to the 
exporter companies in PEI and New Brunswick.

The E-Blasts generated specific replies, including 
product and mission inquiries. Several embassies and 
posts have asked if it was okay to distribute this newsletter 
more widely to the industry in their country.  The google 
analytics reports from the PC website have shown a 
significant increase in the hits to the Potatoes Canada 
website following these E-Blasts.  For example, in our first 
E-Blast, 47 hits came in from Brazil. Forty-five of these hits 
were from new viewers to the site, up from just three visits 
to our site from Brazil in the same period the previous 
year.  The largest increase in new viewers was from South 
American countries.  This is an excellent avenue to ensure 
Canadian potatoes are part of the marketing “noise” in 
these countries.

New Promotional Video

The existing promotional video of the Canadian Potato 
Industry is from the late 1980’s.  Starting in the spring of 
2014, video clips were shot in PEI and New Brunswick to 
create an updated video of all the seasons of this industry.   
The video will capture the technological advances in our 
industry, including but not limited to disease testing 
capability and laboratory facilities, equipment, grading 
and packaging, planting, growing, and harvest.  This video  
will be translated into three languages to show at trade 
shows and to missions.  Short video “clips” will added to 
the PC website.

 

by Ellen Larsen-Kouwenberg, Export Development Coordinator, Potatoes Canada

Boat loading seed potatoes for Venezuela 
at the Port of Summerside in November 2014.
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Knowledge is Power!

Canada must position itself  to be able to rapidly respond 
to market opportunities to supply markets with a short-fall 
in production.  These production shortfalls have a domino 
effect, creating a demand from both the affected country 
and those countries for which the affected country once 
supplied.   In addition to production issues, there are also 
political and trade disagreements between countries 
which open doors for Canada.   

To be able to respond proactively to market demands, 
Dave MacSwain, through on-going correspondence with 
exporters, CFIA and embassy posts, has created and 
continuously updates a Country Market Access infor-
mation system.   This information system is available to 
shippers and includes the seed and non-seed requirements 
for many countries.

For a variety to be grown commercially in most 
foreign markets, it must first be placed on an official 
variety registration list in that country.  There is an 
official process to have a variety trialed, evaluated and 
approved and each country has its own unique system 
in place using either government or licensed importers 
and contractors to do this work.    The process involved 
in locating these organizations, receiving verification 
from the appropriate government organizations and 
processing the applications and registration fees for these 
varieties is extensive.  Dave MacSwain has been working 
closely with the embassies and in-country government 
organizations to gather information on this process for 
various countries and distribute it to industry partners to 
ensure variety registration does not remain an obstacle 
for seed shipments into existing and emerging markets.

International Trade Shows

With delays in having the trade show and missions 
portion of the contribution agreement approved, most of 
the funding for trade shows and foreign mission was not 
available until late fall of 2014.  As a result, these activities 
took place in this last quarter of the agreement.

The first of these was Fruit Logistica Berlin in February 
2015, where Ellen Larsen-Kouwenberg and David 
Thornton, a Potatoes Canada contractor, represented our 
industries.  

Fruit Logistica 2015 once again proved its reputation 
as the world’s leading trade show for the fresh produce 

industry. The event provided an excellent platform 
for business-to-business contacts. This year’s event  
showcased 2,785 exhibitors from 83 countries with 
approximately 65,000 trade visitors from 135 countries 
attending the three day event. 

For Potatoes Canada, Fruit Logistica 2015 proved to 
be an outstanding venue to promote and showcase 
Canadian potato varieties. Throughout the event, potato 
varieties were promoted, variety trial opportunities were 
identified, and export opportunities were discussed. 

The Russian embargo on imports of fresh fruits and 
vegetables proved to be a major topic of concern for 
visitors from the European Union. The embargo has 
resulted in a ripple effect for the industry and has left 
growers and exporters scrambling to find alternative 
markets for their products. 

While the promotional element is vital to raise awareness 
of Canadian potatoes, it is ultimately the development 
of commercial trade relationships, and the export of 
Canadian seed and fresh potatoes that generates the 
most value to the Canadian potato industry.

For the first time, Potatoes Canada will participate in a 
trade show attended almost exclusively by stakeholders 
in the snack food industry.  The show, SnaxPo 2015, is 
held every year in an alternate U.S. state.   This year the 
show is held in Orlando, Florida. SnaxPo showcases the 
latest equipment, technology, ingredients, products 
and services aimed at improving snack manufacturers’ 
operations. An estimated 1,000 industry professionals 
from around the world are expected to attend SnaxPo 
2015. The show attracts leading manufacturers and 
suppliers from all areas of the snack food industry. 

Lots of traffic at the Potatoes Canada booth  
at Fruit Logistica in Germany in early 2015.
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A common theme at each of these shows is the need 
for new Canadian varieties.  Many countries, including 
the USA and several European countries, are successfully 
promoting new varieties targeted specifically towards 
the climate and production needs of their customers.  It 
is obvious that Canada lags far behind the competition 
and, in order to maintain and improve market share, 
considerable work continues to be done in this area.

Incoming Trade Missions

Besides market research and marketing and promotion, 
Potatoes Canada continues to offer assistance to support 
exporters and CFIA through the coordination of incoming 
technical phytosanitary missions.  Here is a brief update:

Venezuela:   Potatoes Canada was invited to meet with 
some members of the Venezuela group while they were 
in Canada late fall 2014.   Despite the many challenges, 
Canadian seed potatoes remain in demand in various 
regions of this country.

Uruguay:   There were various objectives of this 
incoming mission from Uruguay.   The primary objective 
was to provide technical exchange in hopes of allowing 
changes in testing protocols that will allow Canadian seed 
into the market sooner.  This would allow PEI  to better 
serve this market.

Potatoes Canada continues to work as a liaison between 
CFIA and the NB and PEI exporters, bringing them together 
for meetings and updates on market access issues.  Interest 
has been expressed by PEI, NB and Alberta to submit an 
application under the Agri-Marketing component of 
Growing Forward II.  If commitment is forthcoming from 
provincial industries and provincial governments, this 
would see Potatoes Canada operating for another three 
years, building on the work it has done in the past and 
offering continued export marketing assistance in an ever 
changing international landscape. 

Uruguayan Delegation visits the  
PEI Potato Quality Institute laboratory, February 2015. 

Photos courtesy Ellen Larsen-Kouwenberg.

Funding Partners for Potatoes Canada:



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsMarch - April 2015 29

An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Forestry
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator          (902) 314-1607           bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

It has been another winter with lots of snow that has 
made travel and shipping potatoes challenging. The 
amount of snow that we have packed in along the fields 
will take some time to melt. That being said, preparation 
for potato planting in under way on most potato farms. 
Growers are putting the final plans in place for planting 
this spring and everyone will soon be busy with spring 
activities.

We had very good attendance again this year at the 
2015 PEI Potato Conference, held in Summerside in early 
February with a wide variety of topics covered. I would 
like to thank everyone who took the time to attend the 
meeting.  At the conference, Dr. Rick Peters gave an 
update of some of the work he is doing concerning pink 
rot and late blight. Additionally, Claude Gallant provided a 
good overview of all of the nematode work that has been 
done on PEI over the years as well as some plans for future 
research.  Steve Watts gave an overview of a number of 
fertility trials that he has conducted across the province 
over the past two seasons. Together with some other 
equipment information and updates it was an informative 
meeting with strong attendance.

There were also two very worthwhile meetings held on 
March 11th in Summerside and the 12th in Charlottetown 
which focused on pesticide issues on Prince Edward Island. 
These were grower-oriented training sessions and were 
developed to provide factual and relevant information 
related to pesticide use as it pertains to environment and 
health. The two keynote speakers were Dr. Chris Cutler 
from the Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture and Dr. Len 
Ritter of the University of Guelph.  Both gave presentations 
that put current pesticide-related issues into perspective. 
Hopefully the growers who attended will be able to use 
information presented to make more informed decisions 
on pesticide selection and practices. The industry hopes 
to have the keynote speakers back in the near future for a 
public forum.

We have been trying to get the message out to everyone 
on the Island about the benefits of growing late blight 
resistant tomatoes in their gardens. As we know, the 
current strain of late blight is damaging to both tomatoes 
and potatoes, so our goal is to get more people aware 
and growing the late blight resistant tomato varieties.  At 
the Potato Conference, Dr. Peters brought along some 
seed packets and handed them out to growers who were 
interested.  There have been a number of media stories 
and press releases done to spread the word to the general 
public.  Additionally, we have been meeting with garden 
centres and gardening clubs in both Charlottetown and 
Summerside to spread the message that these seeds 
are available and will enable gardeners to get a crop of 
tomatoes while reducing the overall level of inoculum in 
the environment this summer.

The Department is partnering on a seed health project 
with Dr. Rick Peters this spring.  Under this project, we 
will take your seed tubers and incubate them in a warm 
temperature and high humidity environment and then 
analyze them for diseases.  Over the last number of years, 
there has been some seed piece decay in seed lots planted 
on PEI.  This is a survey geared to examine seed before it is 
planted. The analysis is only as good as the sample that is 
submitted, so it is important to get a sample from across 
the seed lot.  If you have any samples  to submit for this 
program, feel free to give me a call.

Over the last few weeks, a program has been developed  
( in consultation with industry) through Growing Forward 2 
to help cover 35% of the costs of purchasing and installing 
foreign material detection equipment. The Potato Board 
has been circulating information on the program to the 
industry.  The deadline for applications is December 
1, 2015.   Funding is limited so if you are interested in 
applying please give me a call for more information.
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Farming 4R Island Report 2015 

Prince Edward Island potato growers and industry 
partners should by now be well aware of the 4R Nutrient 
Stewardship initiative championed by the Canadian 
Fertilizer Institute (CFI).  The 2014 crop year represented 
the final year of the initial three year Memorandum of 
Understanding between CFI and partners here in PEI to 
showcase the benefits of the 4R philosophy:  using the 
Right Rate of fertilizer at the Right Time, in the Right Place, 
from the Right Source. 

In 2013, agronomist Steve Watts coordinated five 
field-scale 4R demonstration trials, which consisted 
of a modified fertility program consistent with the 4R 
philosophy contrasted against the grower’s conventional 
fertility program.  Results in 2013 were very encouraging, 
so the demonstration trial program was increased to 
thirteen farms in 2014, spread throughout the province.

Strategies employed in the modified 4R fertility 
programs included:

Split nitrogen (N) applications into two or three •	
applications, with reduced levels of N in the planter 
mix;

Reduction of total N application by between 10 •	
and 20 percent;

Reduced phosphorous (P•	 2O5) application, as many 
soils are already highly saturated for P2O5;

Split application of potash, with MOP (muriate of •	
potash) broadcast before planting and SOP (sulfate 

of potash) banded at planting.  The rationale for 
this change from conventional practice (100% 
MOP applied at planting) lies in the belief that 
the chlorine content of MOP increases salt 
concentrations in the tuber zone, which is thought 
to have a downward effect on specific gravity.

Increased application of magnesium (Mg), boron •	
(B), and zinc (Zn) where soil testing indicated 
difficiency; and

No application of foliar N products on 4R sections •	
unless advised otherwise.

During the growing season, the physical appearance 
of the foliage for Russet Burbanks on the 4R treatments 
tended to be paler green than in the conventional 
treatments.  This is likely resulting from changes in N 
application and availability, with the modified program 
aiming to have N uptake happening in smaller amounts 
throughout the growing season as opposed to heavy 
growth earlier in the growing season.  Visual differences 
in foliage were less pronounced in the other varieties 
evaluated.

For each trial, tuber samples in each treatment were 
evaluated for total yield and quality parameters affecting 
marketing yield and total value.  All samples were graded 
on a consistent basis.  Nine of the fifteen total fields 
under evaluation were successfully implemented and 
had representative results.  A couple of sites had issues in 
field design or fertilizer application that made use of this 
data not representative.  Another three fields saw excess 
dockage due to wireworm or pitted scab that also caused 
final data to be somewhat comprimised in relation to 
fertility evaluation.

Potato yield and quality results are presented in Table 
1.  On the average of all nine representative trials, the 
average change in crop value is an increase of $85 per 
acre in favour of the 4R fertility program.  Six out of nine 
sites had increased crop value for the 4R program, while 
three had higher crop value in the conventional program.  
Specific gravity tended to be higher in the 4R treatments 
than in conventional fertility programs, similar to a trend 

by Ryan Barrett, Research and Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

Evaluating the results of 10 foot strips during 
the 4R Demonstration Trial Tour in September 2014
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seen in 2013 results.

In assessing the environmental impact of the 4R program, 
all sites saw a reduction in leftover N post-harvest in the 
4R treatments with the exception of one site, where there 
was no difference.  Fields under 4R management also had 
lower nitrate (NO3) at a depth of 18 inches at eight out of 
ten locations, indicating that 4R practices may reduce the 
potential for environmental loss of nitrates.  The balance 
of phosphorous also was lower in twelve out of thirteen 
tested sites.  Reduction in P2O5 did not appear to have a 
downward effect on yield in the 4R treatments.

In summary, the 2014 4R Demonstration Trial Report 
states that:

The programs evaluated to date can be considered as 
“works in progress” and have helped increase grower 
awareness of the 4R approach.  The main objective is to 

“continue to identify and demonstrate” new and modern 
methods of fertilizing the potato crop that will meet the 
goals of the producer, the environment, and society in 
general. 

From the results presented, it appears that the 4R 
approach is tending to reduce the environmental impact 
of potato production in Prince Edward Island while 
providing growers with the same or improved crop value 
as their conventional fertility program.  This represents a 
win-win scenario for the grower, the entire industry, and 
for the environment!

The complete 2014 report is available for download on 
the PEI Potato Board Growers Site at www.peipotato.
org/growersite.  An three year extension of the 4R MOU 
for PEI was signed in January 2015 and demonstration 
trials will once again be conducted this year.

GSP = Grower Standard Program



Prince Edward Island Potato News March - April 201532

Editor’s Note:  The following three pages come from CropLife Canada’s Lab to Label publication that endeavours to shed light 
on how pesticides are regulated and registered in Canada.  CropLife Canada also presented this information in a webinar earlier 
this year.  Members of the public have many questions regarding how pesticides are used and how they are approved for use 
by Health Canada (PMRA), so it’s important for growers and industry representatives to have some background information 
on the approval process and the scientific work that goes into developing and testing pesticides.  Watch for more from this 
publication in future issues of the PEI Potato News.

Responding to Pesticide Questions 
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Disposition and Holdings
March 1st, 2015

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

PEI 13,046 13,620 13,203 14,949 13.2%
New Brunswick 5,102 7,226 6,784 7,426 9.5%
Nova Scotia N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Total Maritimes 18,148 20,846 19,987 22,375 11.9%

Quebec 5,165 5,098 5,488 5,736 4.5%
Ontario 2,269 2,683 3,275 3,084 -5.8%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 25,582 28,627 28,750 31,195 8.5%

Manitoba 7,419 10,193 11,739 9,545 -18.7%
Saskatchewan 875 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Alberta 7,527 9,403 9,841 10,414 5.8%
British Columbia 454 460 369 358 -3.0%
Total Western Canada 16,275 20,056 21,949 20,317 -7.4%

CANADA TOTAL 41,857 48,683 50,699 51,512 1.6%

* The 14/15 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

Production 24,510,000 24,284,000 25,009,000 26,165,000 4.6%

Canadian Shipments 1,711,426 1,577,100 1,286,675 1,231,538 -4.3%
U.S. Shipments 1,683,182 1,043,261 1,534,693 1,405,836 -8.4%
Export Shipments 662,964 849,310 1,150,471 635,960 -44.7%
Total Fresh 4,057,572 3,469,671 3,971,839 3,273,334 -17.6%

Processing / Local Use 6,222,642 5,698,625 6,471,793 6,684,261 3.3%

Cullage 1,184,229 1,495,850 1,362,408 1,258,561 -7.6%

Total Disposition as of February 28 11,464,443 10,664,146 11,806,040 11,216,156 -5.0%

PEI Holdings at March 1 13,045,557 13,619,854 13,202,960 14,948,844 13.2%

Fresh 2,865,897 3,078,033 2,275,673 3,111,832 36.7%
Processing 7,902,370 8,542,904 8,914,563 9,777,076 9.7%
Seed 2,277,290 1,998,918 2,012,724 2,059,936 2.3%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of February 28th (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of March  1, 2015 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of March 1 (cwt)
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soil Conservation 
award presented 
to spring Valley 

Farms Ltd.
The PEI Soil and Crop Improvement Association 

recognized two farmers for their soil conservation and 
general sustainable agriculture efforts at a recent event 
held in Charlottetown on February 26th, 2015.

“It is amazing that even after 27 years, the quality of 
submissions still remain very impressive. It goes to show 
that PEI is second to none in sustainable agriculture”, says 
John Hooper, President of PEI Soil and Crop Improvement 
Association.

Cedar Grove Farms of Grand River was the recipient of 
the 2015 Soil Conservationist of the Year Award in the 
Livestock Category, while Spring Valley Farms was the 
recipient of the 2015 Soil Conservationist of the Year 
Award in the Cash Crop Category.

In presenting the award to Trent Caseley from Spring 
Valley Farms, John Hooper said that “it was very evident 
from this submission that the Caseleys have thoroughly 
examined their farming practices.”

Trent Caseley joined his dad Blair on the farm about 30 
years ago. He is the third generation of Caseleys farming 
in Spring Valley.  Their farm currently consists of potato 
production and rotational crops such as barley, wheat, 
oats and alfalfa. Their 800 acres of potatoes are grown on 
a three-year rotation with either grain or triple mix hay, or 
also with potatoes followed by two years of direct seeded 
alfalfa.

Twenty-five percent of his fall primary tillage is 
performed with a Lemken or Synkro primary residue tillage 
tool, leaving 20 to 30 % crop residue cover for the winter.  
Because of the soil and water conservation benefits, Trent 
is a stronger supporter of using a dammer dyker at hilling 
time, and he uses it on all of his potato acreage.

Selected sensitive areas in each potato field receive a 
hay mulch winter cover after harvest. Trent estimates that 

he covers 300 acres in total each year.  In addition, he 
applies beef manure to approximately 300 acres of land 
yearly.

Trent finds he can build soil organic matter and tilth 
with the application of manure, having two years of alfalfa 
in the rotation, mulching and leaving hay in the fields, 
reduced tillage methods, and soil conservation practices.

In fact, Trent and Blair have done extensive soil 
conservation work over the past 20 years or so. On the 
properties owned by the Caseleys, there have been 
terraces, farmable berms, waterways, and strip cropping 
established on 600 acres, with an additional 100 acres of 
soil conservation work on rented land.

Spring Valley Farms Ltd. is a past recipient of the 
prestigious Gilbert Clements Award for Environmental 
Farm Planning and have received the Top Grower of the 
Year Award from Cavendish Farms in 1996 and 2006, in 
addition to many top 10 awards in other years.

The farm also has a great rapport and working 
relationship with the Kensington North Watersheds 
Association. The Caseleys leave many extra large beneficial 
buffer zones and some voluntary grass headlands.

The farmstead has modern, environmentally sound 
pesticide and fuel storages.  At three locations, Trent 
has improved stream crossings on the farm for better 
fish passage and accommodation of modern farm 
equipment.

John Hooper adds that “as a very successful family farm 
operation that lives where they work, they are dedicated 
to growing economic opportunities in rural PEI in a 
sustainable fashion”.

Trent Caseley from Spring Valley Farms Ltd. (second from left) receiving his Soil 
Conservationist of the Year Award from Hon. George Webster, Minister of Agriculture & 
Forestry; Dr. Maria Rodriguez, AAFC; and John Hooper, President of the PEI Soil & Crop 
Improvement Association.  Photo courtesy Tyler Wright.
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Agricultural sector pleased with updated Plant 
Breeders’ Rights from Royal Assent of C-18

Ottawa: Friday, February 27 – The members of Partners 
in Innovation applaud changes to Plant Breeders’ Rights 
(PBR) legislation found in Bill C-18, An Act to Amend 
Certain Acts Relating to Agriculture and Agri-Food (the 
Canadian Agricultural Growth Act), which has received 
Royal Assent.

Partners in Innovation is a coalition of 20 provincial, 
regional and national organizations from all across 
Canada. The organizations represent the vast majority of 
farmers in Canada, and almost all of the crop production 
across the country.

Coalition members from coast-to-coast and from 
crop-to-crop are united in support of amendments to 
Canada’s Plant Breeders’ Rights legislation found in Bill 
C-18. The amendments will align PBR with the 1991 
Convention of the International Union for the Protection 
of New Plant Varieties; offer opportunities for increased 
investment and delivery of new varieties both from 
plant breeders operating in and outside of Canada; and 
ensure that farmers have access to new and improved 
varieties developed in Canada and internationally. These 
are essential ingredients of an agricultural sector that is 
sustainable, innovative and competitive.

“Today’s announcement strikes a good balance 
between farmers being competitive and able to access 
the best varieties available in Canada and internationally, 
and plant breeders receiving a return on their investment 
in research and innovation,” said Ron Bonnett, President 
of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture.

“The amendments will strengthen the intellectual 
property rights for plant breeding in Canada, in turn 
encouraging greater investment and innovation in 
research and variety development,” said Barley Council of 
Canada Chair Brian Otto. “We are confident this increased 
investment will ensure better access to new and improved 
seed varieties, which will guarantee the quality we need 
to better target our customers’ needs.”

“Legislative amendments contained in Bill C-18 will 
further enhance the contribution of Canadian fresh fruit  

and vegetable growers to healthy diets for Canadian 
families. In particular, amendment of the Plant Breeders’ 
Rights Act to align with international standards 
of intellectual property protection will enable our 
horticultural producers to access new and innovative crop 
varieties developed internationally while encouraging 
domestic plant breeding and the development of Canadian 
varieties that can compete in international markets,” said 
Keith Kuhl, President, Canadian Horticultural Council.

Now that C-18 has been brought to reality, Partners 
in Innovation looks forward to working with the federal 
government on implementing the amendments to PBR 
over the next few months. 

Agri Mek SC Delivers an Improved Standard 
of Insect and Mite Control in Speciality and 
Horticulture Crops 

Syngenta Canada Inc. is pleased to announce the release 
of Agri Mek® SC, a new miticide-insecticide formulation 
for use on speciality and horticulture crops, including 
apples, grapes, potatoes and onions. 

Agri Mek SC provides control of several species of 
economically significant mites and insects, as well as 
onion thrips.  

“Agri Mek SC represents an improved standard for 
mite and insect control,” says Eric Phillips, Product Lead, 
Fungicides and Insecticides, for Syngenta Canada. 
“Growers using the product can benefit from the 
concentrated formulation, which is effective at lower use 
rates and requires less product handling.” 

Agri Mek SC is a Group 6 insecticide powered by the 
active ingredient abamectin. The translaminar activity 
of abamectin allows it to be absorbed rapidly, forming a 
reservoir of active ingredient within the leaf to provide 
residual control against mites and insects. 

Agri Mek SC is also tank-mix compatible with many 
other commonly used crop protection products. Agri-
Mek SC may be applied by ground or airblast at the first 
signs of pest presence.

INDUstRY UPDates
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2016 Nuffield Farming Scholarship Applications Open

(Innisfail, AB – March 05) The Canadian Nuffield Farming Scholarship 
Trust is accepting applications for their 2016 program. Applications are due 
by April 30, 2015 and forms can be downloaded from the Nuffield Canada 
website at http://www.nuffield.ca.  Three scholarships of $15,000 each are 
available for 2016.

Nuffield Farming Scholarships are awarded to enthusiastic individuals, 
with a passion for agriculture and a desire to expand their knowledge, 
pursue new ideas and to share their findings with others. Applicants should 
be in mid-career, be between the ages of 25 and 45 (recommended only) 
and must have a minimum of five years agricultural business or farming 
experience plus the management ability to step away from their current 
duties. The Scholar must travel for a minimum of ten weeks, with a leg of at 
least six consecutive weeks. Scholarships are not for those involved in full-
time studies or for the purpose of furthering existing research projects.

“The Nuffield Farming Scholarship provides innovative Canadians with 
the funding to travel internationally to explore agricultural issues and 
opportunities in a global context,” said Kelvin Meadows, Chair and 2011 
Scholar. “Through allowing scholars to further develop their capabilities, 
we enable them to be better farmers, business managers and leaders and 
make a significant contribution to Canadian agriculture.”

The scholarships are awarded to men and women who are judged to 
have the greatest potential to create value for themselves, their industries 
and their communities, through the doors which will be opened and 
the opportunities provided for life-long learning and improvement. 
The scholarships are awarded on the strength of the applicants’ vision, 
enthusiasm and determination to pursue their goals.

A key part of the scholarship is the opportunity for winners to study a 
topic of interest to themselves through out their travels. Scholars must 
complete their project within two years of winning the award and are 
expected to produce a written report and present their findings.

Canadian Nuffield Scholars are also required to participate in the 
Contemporary Scholars Conference (CSC) where they will meet other 
current scholars from around the world. The 2016 Conference will be held 
in Ireland in early March.

Applications must be received by April 30, 2015. Application forms are 
available from the Nuffield website www.nuffield.ca.

HZPC Americas Corp.
T (902) 892-2004 F (902) 892-0321
E hzpc@hzpc.ca I  www.hzpc.ca

Promising
Varieties

INNOVATOR SIFRA

VIVALDIFABULA

Quality seed potatoes

ManageMenT Plans - geT THeM Done!
Growers requiring Management Plans in order to be in compliance with 
the Agricultural Crop Rotation Act (ACRA) are reminded to contact the 
Sustainable Agricultural Resources Division of the PEI Department of 
Agriculture & Forestry to get those plans completed.  

Contact:    Gwen Vessey  (902) 368-5650     gtvessey@gov.pe.ca

                    Josh Dillman   (902) 314-0783     jdillman@gov.pe.ca
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WP Griffin and Sobeys support successful 
fundraiser for the Canadian Potato Museum

(O’LEARY, PE - March 27th, 2015) There was a cheque 
presentation made to the Canadian Potato Museum by 
representatives of Sobeys and WP Griffins on March 27th 
at the Foodland location in Bloomfield, PEI resulting from 
the sale of ten pound bags of potatoes sold under the 
Heritage brand at Sobeys stores throughout the Maritime 
provinces this winter.

These specially packaged paper bags were sold during 
the month of February and twenty-five (25) cents from each 
bag sold was donated to the Museum. This year, 170,000 
bags were sold. This is the third year for this fundraiser 
and it provides the Museum an opportunity to purchase 
items that enhance the overall visitor experience. In three 
years, this fundraiser has raised more than $100,000 for 
the Canadian Potato Museum.

Bill MacKendrick, Canadian Potato Museum chairperson, 
stated that “the museum sincerely appreciates the efforts 
of both Sobeys and WP Griffin over the past three years 
in helping to make our Museum an important tourist 
attraction in Prince Edward Island. The money raised will 
be used towards future improvements for our museum, 
which was just recently named by CNN as one of the 11 
best food museums in the world. These opportunities do 
not happen without support, advice and contributions 
from valued partners.”

As part of the promotion, a contest was held in which 
the grand prize winner will receive travel to PEI, two nights 
accomodation complete with meals from the Rodd Mill 
River Resort, and four green fees with carts at the Mill River 
Golf Course, compliments of Golf PEI. Secondary prizes 
included nine $100 Gift Cards from Sobeys, along with 
items donated by the Prince Edward Island Potato Board.

Cheque presentation to the Canadian Potato Museum 
at Foodland in Bloomfield, PEI on March  27th, 2015.

seeD aVaIlaBle  
FRoM FoX IslanD  
elITe seeD FaRM

The following lots of seed are still available for 
purchase from the Elite Seed Farm:

Goldrush E1:    300 cwt     0% PVY

Russet Burbank: 250 cwt 0.5% PVY 
E1 or E2 (Idaho clone)  

Russet Burbank: 300 cwt 0% PVY 
E1 or E2 (regular clone) 

Yukon Gold E1: 100 cwt 0% PVY

For more information on available seed, 
please contact Mary Kay Sonier at 

(902) 892-6551 or mary@peipotato.org
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 

further information on any of these events. 

April 2015
Apr 1-30 PEI Burger Love 2015 
  www.peiburgerlove.ca

Apr 15-17 CPMA Convention & Trade Show 
  Montreal, QC

Apr 17th Real Dirt on Farming Speakers  
  Training, Kensington, PEI   
  Potato Services Boardroom
  10 am to 4 pm 

April 21  Party Leaders Forum on the   
  Environment 
  MacKinnon Lecture Theatre     7 pm 
  Holland College (Kent St. Entrance)

Apr 22nd Real Dirt on Farming Speakers  
  Training, Charlottetown, PEI   
  Red Shores Racetrack
  10 am to 4 pm

May 2015
May 30th Crop Insurance Application   
  Deadline for Potatoes

June 2015
June 14-27th PEI Mutual Festival of Small Halls

June 30th Seed Inspection Application Deadline

BUCKWHeaT seeD  
FoR sale

 
95% Germination  ~  $34 per 25 kg bag
For Wireworm Control and Winter Cover

Also Available:  Gruse 4 row Potato Planter
Excellent Condition and Field Ready

Call:  John MacLauchlan  (902) 676-2982

BRUIse ReDUCTIon VIDeos
The Board and the Department of Agriculture & 
Forestry have made available a series of videos on 
bruise reduction and potato handling by Steve Holland 
that was recorded last year at a workshop at Rollo Bay 
Holdings.  To view these videos, search for PEI Potato 
Board Research on YouTube!



Always read and follow label directions. FMC and Capture are trademarks  
of FMC Corporation. ©2015 FMC Corporation. All rights reserved.

Don’t let wireworms make a snack of your livelihood.
Protect your crop with Capture – a convenient liquid insecticide 
engineered to fit your operation.

www.fmccrop.ca

GROW 
POTATOES, 
NOT SWISS 
CHEESE.



MAKE TIME FOR WHAT REALLY MATTERS. 

CORAGEN
®

 CAN HELP.
You’re proud of your potato crop. Let’s face it. No one ever looks back and wishes they’d spent more time 

controlling crop damaging, yield robbing insects. We get that. DuPontTM Coragen® is powered by Rynaxypyr®, 

a unique active ingredient and a novel mode-of-action that delivers extended residual control of European 

corn borer, decreasing the number of applications needed in a season. And, if your Colorado potato beetle 

seed treatment control breaks late in the season, Coragen® can provide the added control you need, so you 

have time for more important things. Did we mention it’s also easy on bees,1 benefi cials2 and the environment?

 For farmers who want more time and peace of mind, Coragen® is the answer. 
�uestions? Ask your retailer, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit coragen.dupont.ca

DuPont™

Coragen®

Insecticide

1. Studies from the University of Guelph, conducted by Dr. Cynthia Scott-Dupree and Angela Gradish, indicate that Coragen® is an excellent alternative product when bees

are present if used in accordance with the label instructions. 2. Recommend spraying when bees are not actively foraging.

As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.

The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science™ and Coragen® are trademarks or registered trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company.

E. I. du Pont Canada Company is a licensee. Member of CropLife Canada.

© Copyright 2015 E. I. du Pont Canada Company. All rights reserved.
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