
Pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

 M
ai

l A
gr

ee
m

en
t #

 4
00

11
37

7

In This Issue:
Research Updates•	
Grower Survey •	
Results
AgWeather Atlantic•	

May - June 2015
Volume	16,	Issue	3



Always read and follow label directions. FMC and Capture are trademarks  
of FMC Corporation. ©2015 FMC Corporation. All rights reserved.

Don’t let wireworms make a snack of your livelihood.
Protect your crop with Capture – a convenient liquid 
insecticide engineered to fit your operation.
www.FMCcrop.ca

GROW 
POTATOES, 
NOT SWISS 
CHEESE.

15FMC008_Capture_Print.indd   1 2015-03-23   8:54 AM



Prince Edward Island Potato News  is a 
publication of the Prince Edward Island Potato 
Board. It is published six times per year.  While 
every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 
published material, both editorial content and 
advertising, no responsibility will be assumed 
by the publisher for accuracy.  Material 
contained in Prince Edward Island Potato News 
may not be reprinted in any form without 
the express written permission of  the Prince 
Edward Island Potato Board.   Mailed under 
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement 
Number  40011377.

Prince Edward Island 
Potato Board

Chairman:  Alex Docherty
Vice-Chairman:   Darryl Wallace

Secretary-Treasurer:  Charles Murphy

Directors:  Don Godfrey, John Hogg,  
Owen Ching, Rodney Dingwell, Irwin Jay,  
Gary Linkletter, Kirk Shea,  David Francis, 

Glen Rayner, Ian Drake (Young Farmer 
Representative).

Board Staff
Greg Donald.............................General Manager
Brenda Simmons.......Assist. General Manager
Kendra Mills..........................Marketing Director
Rob Morrison......................................Comptroller
Mary Kay Sonier......................Seed Coordinator
                                          Editor, PEI Potato News
Scott Howatt................Processing Coordinator
Mark Phillips.........................Market Info. Officer
Ann Marie White.................Executive Assistant
Debbie Hirst-McDonald.........IT Administrator                                       
Ryan Barrett.....................Communications and                                             
                                             Research Coordinator

Tel: 902-892-6551   Fax: 902-566-4914
Email: potato@peipotato.org
Website: www.peipotato.org

Fox Island Elite Seed Farm
Matthew Ramsay.........................Farm Manager
Eleanor Matthews...........................Lab Manager

Tel: 902-853-2619    Fax: 902-853-3962

Borden Inspection Station
Barry Bassett..........................................Supervisor

Tel: 902-437-2297    Fax: 902-437-2299

Please return undelivered copies to:
PEI Potato Board, 90 Hillstrom Avenue,

Charlottetown, PEI, C1E 2C6

Features
Results of Grower Survey .............................................................................................................. 12
New Community Support Opportunities ............................................................................... 14
Processing Contract Negotiations:  Report from PPC ........................................................ 16
AgWeather Atlantic ........................................................................................................................ 18
2014-2015 Research Highlights ................................................................................................. 21
Notice of Elections for Prince Edward Island Potato Board .............................................. 34 
Responding to Pesticide Questions .......................................................................................... 38 
Pesticide & Agricultural Complaint Management Pilot Program ................................... 41 

Regular  Departments
Chairman’s Message ..........................................................................................................................5
Potato Board News ............................................................................................................................6
Update from PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries .................................................. 29
Canadian and USA Marketing Reports .................................................................................... 30
Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm Update .............................................................................. 35
Disposition and Holdings ............................................................................................................. 43
Industry Updates ............................................................................................................................. 44
Upcoming Events ............................................................................................................................ 46

Cover:   Planting potatoes overlooking North Lake in eastern Prince Edward Island.  Photo 
courtesy Keisha Rose of R.A. Rose & Sons.

Prince Edward Island Potato NewsMay - June 2015 3



www.phillipsagri.ca

 Pioneer Seed Dealer for PEI
 Your source for industry leading Pioneer brand

   Corn, Soybean, Canola and Winter Wheat seed.
 State of the art seed treatment system for local 

   in season custom seed applied insecticides,
   fungicides and pre-inoculation.

Contact us today at:
Phone: 902-892-1275

SERVICES

Wireworm control options 
including seed treatments 

and cover crops.
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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

As I write my report, it is hard to believe that by the third week of May many farmers are 
still dealing with snow in their fields and have yet to begin the spring ritual of doing what 
we do best – grow quality food.   Despite the delays, I do encourage each of you to take time 
to consider where your crop will end up.  With the over supply of potatoes, this is not the 
year to plant without knowing who is buying your product.

As tough as the market may be, it is disheartening that foreign objects continue to be found in our potatoes.  It is 
almost mind-boggling to think that someone is taking such drastic measures to hurt our industry.  In my opinion, it is 
nothing short of a cowardly act for someone to sneak onto a farmer’s property and tamper with his/her crop.  I believe 
in the expression “what goes around, comes around” and without a doubt, this faceless criminal will eventually pay the 
price.  

As a result of what has been happening, the Board is working diligently to obtain appropriate funding from the 
Provincial and Federal Governments to support all sectors of our industry due to the increased requirement for food 
safety.  Prince Edward Island has recovered from other serious threats and we will NOT let this one beat us.  As a result, 
we will continue to be the best producers of potatoes worldwide, and also the safest. 

If the current state of affairs has you and your family feeling less than positive, keep the following in mind:  in every 
person’s life time, they will require at least once the services of a preacher, a lawyer and a doctor; however, they will 
need a farmer three times a day!  Islanders need to be reminded of this fact and you need to be proud of your role in the 
agriculture industry.

Continuing on this positive note, I wish each of you a safe planting season.  Know that I am always available, as are the 
Directors, if you have an issue that needs to be addressed.  Good day and good farming.
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Potato BoaRD News
Detection Equipment Arriving in Island 
Packing Sheds

Last fall, the PEI Potato Board commissioned a report by 
an expert on foreign material detection to identify the latest 
equipment options available.   That report was presented 
last December to the industry and in January there was a 
full day workshop with representatives from equipment 
manufacturers.  Since that time, a few operations have 
new detection equipment on site and several  others are 
in the process of acquiring and installing equipment.

Some down time is required to install the machinery 
into the line and a test/adjustment period is required to 
train staff in its use, adjust the sensitivity to an appropriate 
level, and determine details such as appropriate flow 
level.  “It can be quite a learning curve,” says Greg Donald, 
General Manager of the PEI Potato Board, “but our industry 
is working to meet the challenge to ensure we provide 
safe food to our customers and will not let the cowardly 
act of tampering with the public food supply affect our 
determination to protect our reputation and livelihoods.”  
The use of foreign material detection equipment is rare 
in the fresh fruit and vegetable sectors anywhere.  The 
actions that the PEI industry is taking as a result of these 
incidents will help us to remain a world leader in food 
safety.

Food tampering is a criminal act and is being treated 
seriously by the RCMP as it is a wide reaching public safety 
concern.  The reward posted by the potato industry of up 
to $100,000 for information that leads to the arrest and 
conviction of the person or persons responsible for this 
cowardly act remains in place.

Alan McIsaac Becomes New Minister of 
Agriculture & Fisheries

Alan McIsaac was first elected as a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly in the provincial general election 
of 2007 in District 5, Vernon River-Stratford, and was 
re-elected in both 2011 and the recent 2015 provincial 
elections.

Mr. McIsaac has served as a member of Treasury Board 
since 2009. He also served as chair of the Standing 
Committee on Agriculture, Environment, Energy and 

Forestry and was a member of the Standing Committee 
on Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development, the 
Standing Committee on Public Accounts, and the Standing 
Committee on Education and Innovation. After re-election 
in October 2011, Mr. McIsaac was appointed Minister 
of Education and Early Childhood Development; and 
Minister of Justice and Public Safety and Attorney General. 
In November 2011, after departmental restructuring, he 
was appointed Minister of Education and Early Childhood 
Development. 

Mr. McIsaac was a dairy farmer and small business 
operator. He has held many leadership roles in the dairy 
industry at the provincial, regional, and national levels 
for over 32 years, including chairing the Provincial Milk 
Marketing Board and as the Atlantic Canada Director 
on the Board of Holstein Canada. He also served on the 
executive of the Prince Edward Island Federation of 
Agriculture.

John Jamieson Appointed as Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture & Fisheries

Farmers on PEI are most familiar with John Jamieson 
in his recent role as the Executive Director of the PEI 
Federation of Agriculture. In this position, Mr. Jamieson 
was responsible for directing Federation activities on a 
diverse range of agriculture industry priorities, including 
policy implementation, government relations, regulatory 
matters, environment and safety nets.

Mr. Jamieson, a Professional Agrologist and Certified 
Nutrient Management Planner, has worked in the 
agriculture industry for a number of years and has a wide 
variety of experience. He has worked with the Federation 
of Agriculture since 2004 with the Environmental Farm 
Plan program. Prior to that, Mr. Jamieson worked with 
the PEI Hog Marketing Board as a food safety consultant 
and with the Atlantic Swine Research Partnership as a 
communications officer. Mr. Jamieson has also worked 
with the Fishermen’s Association and has maintained a 
close interest in the fishery.

Mr. Jamieson has participated extensively on a 
number of committees for the Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture, including the role of chair of the Agriculture 
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Policy Framework Strategic Investments Working Group, 
the Agriculture Research Committee, and the Revenue 
Enhancement Committee. He is a member of the 
national Federation’s working group that developed the 
organization’s National Food Strategy. Mr. Jamieson sits 
on Dalhousie University’s Faculty of Agriculture Advisory 
Committee and sits on the Farm and Food Care Foundation 
Board of Directors as the only member east of Ontario. 

 Mr. Jamieson is also very involved in community activities. 
He is the Past-Chair of the PEI Agriculture Awareness 
Committee, past-chair of the Bonshaw Community 
Council, Past-President of the PEI Wildlife Federation, and 
a member of the PEI Institute of Agrologists.

Mr. Jamieson comes to his new role with a good 
understanding of the issues facing the agriculture industry 
on PEI.  The Potato Board looks forward to working with 
Mr. Jamieson in his new position. 

PMRA Staff Visit PEI 

An application has been submitted to the Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) to obtain a 
new registration for the product phorate (trade name 
Thimet) that many growers rely on to minimize wireworm 
damage in their potato crop.  One of the issues that PMRA 
is exploring is how well current application methods 
respond to concerns with worker exposure and exposure 
of non-target organisms to the product after it has been 
applied.  Those concerns were noted many years ago 
when phorate was reviewed, but much has changed in 
the industry since then.  The Lock’n Load® and Smartbox  
applicators developed by manufacturers have made great 
strides in protecting farm workers and to avoid incidents 
such as potential spills.  As well, growers are following a list 
of Best Management Practices that have been developed 
for handling this product.  

As a reminder of these practices, factsheets have 
been distributed to all growers and include such 
recommendations as:  

Calibrate the application equipment to ensure •	
that the correct quantity of Thimet 15-G is 
applied in-furrow for the soil type and row 
width. 

Confirm that the Thimet 15-G granules are •	
being applied at the required depth in a single 
row beneath the tubers to maximize efficacy 
and protection of the daughter tubers and to 

prevent improper product placement. 

Ensure that soil adequately covers the treated •	
furrow following planting. 

Prevent unintended release of Thimet 15-G •	
granules at the row end prior to raising the 
planter. 

If spills of Thimet 15-G occur, immediately •	
remove or bury the spilled granules so that they 
do not remain on the soil surface. 

Harrow or cultivate the headlands/row ends of •	
fields soon after planting to cover any granules 
that may be left of the soil surface.  

PMRA staff visited the Island in the summer of 2014 to 
see first-hand the problem that wireworm is causing in 
Island root vegetables.  PMRA representatives followed up 
by visiting PEI on May 25-27 to view application of these 
best management practices in the field.  We appreciate 
the interest and the work that Potato Coordinator Brian 
Beaton did to organize their visit.
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Expanding Research Networks
Potato Board staff and representatives of the Research/

Environment Committee were involved in two meetings 
recently with federal government staff in the research 
field.  

Dr. Eric van Bochove is the new director responsible for  
the AAFC Crops & Livestock Research Centre in 
Charlottetown and the Potato Research Centre in 
Fredericton.  This is the first time in recent years that these 
two centres have been under one director.  

Dr. van Bochove was a research scientist with AAFC from 
1994 until 2011, investigating watershed management of 
agricultural practices and water quality.  He now serves as 
the Director of Research, Development and Technology 
Transfer for the Charlottetown and Fredericton research 
stations.

The meeting with Dr. van Bochove and Jake Eelman, 
Associate Director of the Charlottetown Station was 
organized to receive updates on the staffing complement 
in Charlottetown, discuss further opportunities for 
collaborative research, and ways to improve technology 
transfer from the research plots to the growers.  

Potato Board staff also met recently with staff from the 
CFIA Charlottetown Laboratory to receive an update on 
current CFIA potato research projects and provide input 
on future research needs.  Priorities for this lab include 
diseases and pests that affect seed certification as well as 
quarantine pest diagnostics and analytical procedures.  
They are doing work in the development of molecular 
tools for the genotyping of the potato wart organism, 
evaluating and establishing a process to determine potato 
wart pathotypes, development of diagnostic techniques 

to be used in the post entry quarantine program to 
screen for multiple potato pathogens, laboratory analysis 
techniques for zebra chip pathogen screening, comparison 
of traditional cyst nematode survey methods with newer 
methods, and establishment of protocol equivalency.  

This research is highly technical and focuses on laboratory 
methods and diagnostics.  Maitaining Canadian expertise 
in this area is  important to growers when it comes to 
certification, dealing with quarantine pests, and moving 
potatoes around the world.

Information for Island Growers
In these days of rapid communications, a large volume of 

information comes into our lives daily through emails, text 
messages, and regular mail.  It is easy for material to get 
lost in the pile, whether a physical pile or an electronic one, 
particularly if it is not a priority at the time it is received.  

The grower section of  the Potato Board website (www.
peipotato.org/growers-site) serves as a repository to house 
all the information that is sent out to growers, including 
reminders on pesticide application and transportation, 
wireworm factsheets, Best Management Practices for 
Thimet application, and back issues of the PEI Potato 
News.  

At the Board office we are constantly looking for ways to 
improve our communications with growers and provide 
useful information.  We will continue to use a variety of 
means to get information out, but this site is good place 
to check if you know you saw it somewhere but now need 
the details.  Your suggestions for ways to improve are 
always welcome!
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Your money. Your choice. 
Adama Canada, formerly MANA Canada, is dedicated to providing choice and simplicity in crop 
protection, allowing farmers to manage their farms instead of managing complicated, time-consuming 
rebate programs or bundling. We partner with the highest quality local retails to bring farmers like you 
the advice, service and quality products you need to protect your crops. 

No bundles.
No rebates.
No waiting.

No kidding.

 

 

Simply. Grow. Together.
Toll-free: 1.855.264.6262

WEBSITE: adama.com/canada
®Alias, Arrow, Pyrinex and Silencer, are registered trademarks  
of ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Canada Ltd. 924P 01.15

Arrow®

Alias® Pyrinex® Silencer® 

Weed Control

Insect Control

For a complete list of Adama crop protection products visit adama.com/canada.

Protect your potato crops with:
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Results of Grower Survey: 
Addressing Current Concerns & Environmental Enforcement

Earlier this spring, the Board conducted a short survey 
of Prince Edward Island potato growers in order to get a 
better understanding of what they view as the major issues 
that they face, as well as their opinions on how the Board 
should address a number of these issues, particularly 
in reference to the enforcement of environmental 
regulations.  The survey was completed through both 
an online collector as well as hard copies returned to the 
Board office.

The first question posed to growers asked “What are 
the major issues that you are facing as a farmer?”  This 
was a completely open question, with three blank 
spaces provided for growers to write in whatever they 
wished.  Responses were grouped into a number of 
major categories and the results are shown in Figure 
1.  By far the most frequent response from 
growers related to the financial challenges 
they face, including the low prices for product 
and the growing cost of inputs.  The three 
next most frequent responses related to the 
negative public perception of the industry, 
environmental regulations and enforcement, 
and the availability of labour.

In a similar fashion, we then asked what 
growers felt were the major issues facing 
the industry as a whole.  This time, the most 
frequent response was the negative public 
perception of the industry in PEI.  This was 
followed closely by financial challenges 
and environmental issues.  Clearly, a trend 
is emerging.  The public perception of the 
potato industry is having an effect on growers, 
as is the financial pinch that many growers are 
experiencing.

We also asked an open-ended question 
to growers that inquired what the major 
issues relating to the environment were for 
the industry.  Most respondents again cited 

negative public perception, but we received a wide variety 
of responses, including soil erosion, nitrates, pesticide 
use, the attitude of enforcement officers, fish kills, crop 
rotation regulations, and more.

After these more general questions, the survey asked 
some directed questions relating to the enforcement 
of environmental regulations.  Eighty-four percent of 
respondents indicated that they had interaction with 
environmental enforcement officers in the past five years.  
Of those, 38% categorized this interaction as positive, 
while 26% described it as negative and 36% had a neutral 
experience.  It was encouraging to hear that not all 
interactions with enforcement officers has been negative; 
in fact, we received a number of additional comments 
that were quite favourable in terms of the work that these 

by Ryan Barrett, Research and Communications Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

Results to the open-ended survey question “What are the major issues  
facing you as a farmer,” graphed by total number of responses.
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15FMC014_Beleaf Potato Ad
PEI Potato News
7.5”w x 4.875”h

Always read and follow label directions. FMC is a trademark and Investing in farming’s future is a service mark of  
FMC Corporation. Beleaf is a trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha, Ltd. © 2014 FMC Corporation. All rights reserved.

Ontario & Maritimes: 1-800-265-5444 Quebec: 1-800-361-9369
Western Canada: 1-800-561-5444 British Columbia: 604-534-8815

Stops aphids feeding within 30 minutes,  
with a unique mode of action.

•  Controls aphids that can transit PVY
•  Soft (or safe) on beneficial insects
•  Active by contact and ingestion
•  Translaminar movement within leaf
•  Low use rate
www.FMCcrop.ca
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officers were doing.

Sixty percent of 
growers indicated that 
they understood the 
current legislation and 
regulations relating to 
the environment and 
agriculture, but more than 
80% stated that they would 
be interested in receiving 
additional information on 
environmental regulations.  
The Board has provided 
this information in various 
ways in the past, however, 
the Board - together with 
government collaboration 
- will be certain to provide 
relevant information again 
in the near future.

Almost three-quarters of 
respondents indicated that 
they would like the Board to 
continue working to address 
environmental issues.  Provision of factsheets, advocating 
for the industry with government officials, working with 
watershed groups, and educating the public all received 
multiple responses.  Sixty-four percent of respondents felt 
that the Board or another organization should help potato 
farmers after a charge has been laid.  This assistance could 
take the form of providing the names of appropriate legal 
counsel, lobbying for change in environmental regulations 
to make them more “common sense” in approach, and 
ensuring that growers are fully informed on the regulations.  
Funding to assist in individual cases was not supported by 
the majority of responses.

The Board and staff felt that this was a very valuable 
exercise to get feedback directly from growers.  This 
approach will likely be used again in the future to 
complement existing outreach and solicitation of opinions 
from Island potato growers on subjects of importance.  Our 
thanks to everyone who took part in the survey, as your 
contributions were most informative and appreciated.

Results to the open-ended survey question “What are the major issues 
facing the potato industry,” graphed by total number of responses.
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New Community Support Opportunities
Spreading the Word about PEI Potatoes!

Each year, we are proud to sponsor some of Prince 
Edward Island’s many festivals and events.  As there 
are an abundance of options out there looking for 
sponsorship dollars, we assess our yearly sponsorships 
with the following goals in mind: 

Improve the perception of PEI Potatoes and PEI 1. 
potato farmers among our neighbours.

Highlight the importance of our industry to PEI.2. 

Look for a local and tourist angle wherever 3. 
possible.

Each sponsorship opportunity has the potential to 
bring something unique to our marketing plan. This 
year, we looked to change up some of our sponsorships 
a little bit to keep things fresh and have modified our list 
of sponsorships to include some new opportunities. 

This year, we are proud to come on board as a sponsor 
of the successful PEI Mutual Festival of Small Halls. This 
award winning festival returns for the seventh season 
from June 14-27, 2015, bringing traditional music, dance 
and storytelling into over 40 rural community halls across 
the Island. The Festival of Small Halls attracts many within 
the PEI arts community as well as visiting performers.  
Each year, the Festival attracts growing numbers of 
attendees, including many tourists.

We will be participating in a number of ways:

PEI Potatoes logo on all Festival media, •	
advertising, 60,000 brochures and websites.

PEI potato growers will be recognized as one •	
of the driving forces behind Island rural life and 
maintaining these communities.

We will be distributing materials, recipes and I •	 ♥ 
PEI Potatoes decals.

Hall signage, including burlap bags with logo on •	
stage or in the hall.

All gift bags will be PEI Potato logo bags (4,000).•	

The Halls that are equipped with food preparation •	
will be serving PEI Potatoes to the guests and any 
money raised will stay at the hall as a fundraiser. 

We will be giving away tickets to the events on •	
Facebook and Twitter, driving traffic to our social 
media.

Another new sponsorship opportunity that we have 
embraced is The Island Summer Review concert series, 
featuring the talents of Patrick Ledwell and Mark Haines. 
This show runs at the beautiful Harmony House in 
Hunter River and includes 33 shows between July and 
September, which regularly sell out. It is popular with 
tourists and locals alike and helps to support local Island 
talent. Our participation in this event includes:

PEI Potato logo on all performance programs, •	
signage and on stage.

We will be giving away tickets for performances •	
on Facebook and Twitter.

Link to our website on the Harmony House •	
website.

Customized tweets and Facebook posts by •	
Harmony House about PEI Potatoes and PEI 
Potato Growers each week this summer.

by Kendra Mills, Marketing Director, PEI Potato Board
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Foliar Fertilizers from Sprout to Finish

Adam Townshend ! 902-969-7325 "  easterncropsupplies@gmail.com

Eastern Crop Supplies (ECS) is a distributor of liquid fertilizers 
and micro nutrient products that have been formulated for 
in-furrow, soil and foliar applications. 

Our products are manufactured by Axter Agroscience Inc. and include the 
brands CROPBOOSTER̈ , SOYBOOSTER̈ , PERFORMANCË , CALSTIK̈ , 
SPECIAL K̈  and OLIGOSOL̈  brand micro nutrients. 

Axter Agroscience Inc, active in the foliar fertilizer sector for more than 30 
years, offers a wide variety of products designed to improve crop quality and 
optimize yield.  Axter's Oligo line of micro nutrients are chelated with a organic 
based natural lignosulfonate that does note burn plant leaf tissue while insuring 
maximal leaf absorption. Visit www.axter.ca for more information! 

ECS will build tailored foliar programs for your farm! Soil and tissue sampling 
services can be provided to complement your fertilizer applications and provide 
additional information on your crops health.

In order to make these new sponsorships happen, we 
did reduce our involvement with the Kids Spud Run. We 
will be providing the T-shirts for the kids giveaways and 
including our mascot “Tate” at the run; however, we are 
reducing our financial support in order to facilitate the 
others. It was a very tough decision and one that was not 
taken lightly.

The other sponsorships that will continue into 2015/16 
include: 

Old Home Week – August 2015•	

PEI Shellfish Festival – September 2015•	

Toe Taps and Taters – September 2015•	

As an integral part the largest industry on PEI, it is 
important to support local events such as these and to 
help promote tourism in PEI by playing a part to ensure 
that these cultural and community events are successful. 
It also helps to build good relations with our neighbours 
and provides an opportunity for us to reinforce the 
importance of our industry and its rural ties to locals and 
tourists alike.
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Processing Contracts Negotiations:
Report from the Potato Processing Committee

The 2015 contract negotiations for raw potatoes used 
for French fry processing wrapped up in April. The big four 
North American companies (Lamb Weston, McCain Foods, 
JR Simplot, and Cavendish Farms) finalized talks and had 
agreements in the USA before turning their attention to 
their Canadian processing plants.

The value of contract settlements in the United States 
ranged from contract extensions (rollovers) of the 2014 
contracts to base price reductions of 1.0% to 1.5%. Grower 
representatives in the USA reported that the settlements 
reflected the relatively flat input cost projections for 
production, the current supply of raw potatoes, the 
relatively poor returns from alternative crops, and a 
concentrated effort by the Fryers to address contract 
equivalency in each growing region.

North of the border, there was a different dynamic 
at play. The reduced value of the Canadian dollar in 
comparison to the US “greenback” has created a situation 
where most of the processors plan to increase the volume 
of production in their Canadian facilities. The lower CDN 
dollar also placed upward pressure on growers’ costs 
of production, with projected increases in the cost of 
fertilizer, crop protectants and machinery. When talks 
concluded, the processing growers in Alberta, Manitoba, 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island all reported 
overall contract increases ranging from 2.0% to 3.5% 
through a combination of improvements in languages 
and increases to base prices.

Industry observers with good memories will recall that 
the 2014 fry contract negotiations resulted in growers 
across North America conceding over $77 million dollars 
to their fry processors. The 2015 talks did little to recover 
these monies. The weighted increase in contract valuation 
in Canada is approximately 2.9% on approximately 42 
million hundredweight (cwt) of volume purchased. The 
weighted contract decreases in Idaho, Maine, Oregon 
& Wisconsin is estimated at 1.4% on approximately 68 
million cwt of volume. The increased value in the Canadian 

contracts will be largely offset by the reductions in the 
American contracts listed. Collectively, processing growers 
in North America have accepted a second year of reduced 
profits at the farm gate, seemingly in order to maintain 
their contracted volumes with their processors given the 
lack of profitable alternatives for cash cropping.

This is a disturbing trend. Monies taken from growers’ 
profit margins directly affect their ability to reinvest in 
their operations. As the marketplace demands greater 
value year over year (i.e. better quality raw for less 
cost), this pushes individual growers to invest in new 
technology, higher capacity equipment and larger farm 
operations. With lower profit margins, growers become 
more dependent on leveraged money from banks and 
other financial institutions to purchase this technology, 
equipment, and land. 

This current trend does not contain a reasonable measure 
of financial sustainability for the primary producer, given 
their investment and the risk they bear. It does, however, 
significantly improve the profitability of the processors 
as they head into the coming year ready to contract with 
their customers with over $72 million worth of North 
American growers’ profitability in their budgets when we 
compare 2015 with the raw prices of two years ago.

by Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator, PEI Potato Board
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AgWeather Atlantic:
A New Weather Forecasting System for Farmers

What is AgWeather Atlantic?

 AgWeather Atlantic is an agriculture-based weather and 
climate website for producers and stakeholder groups. 
The purpose of AgWeather Atlantic is to provide more 
localized and agriculturally-based information to help 
producers better manage climate and weather-related 
risks on the farm. 

AgWeather Atlantic is being led by Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada in partnership with Mesonet Solutions, 
Environment Canada and many other provincial and 
industry groups in the region, including Federations of 
Agriculture, Soil and Crop Improvement Associations, 
among others. Weather data is tailored to producers’ 
needs, with information on crop heat units, frost alerts, 
crop reports, as well as pest management information.  In 
Prince Edward Island, AgWeather incorporates data from 
14 local weather stations as well as Environment Canada 
radar and satellite capabilities.

Why is AgWeather Atlantic important? 

The success of crop production is completely dependent 
on weather. Rain, wind and temperature all have a 
major impact on yield and growing conditions and will 
influence the incidence of pests and diseases. In recent 
years, producers are seeing more extreme weather events 
and climatic variability. Because of this, it is even more 
important to be able to make informed decisions when 
it comes to on-farm management. AgWeather Atlantic’s 
indicators and decision support tools can help producers 
reduce their on-farm environmental and economic risks. 
These tools can contribute to improved environmental 
performance and support on-going adaptation to climate 
change and variability. 

How to use AgWeather Atlantic

On the website, there are two main sections that will 
be of use to producers.  The “Observations and Forecasts” 
tab enables you to select a specific weather station near 
your farm to view a seven day forecast for your local area.  
This section also provides graphs which show cumulative 

rainfall, air temperature, wind chill, dew point, wind speed, 
barometric pressure, and solar radiation on a historical 
basis.  These graphs also have the functionality of being 
able to place your cursor over specific areas along the 
curve to see specific values on the graph.

Also within the Observations and Forecasts section 
is a forecasted “drying index” which will be of particular 
interest for those doing hay and straw crops and could also 
be valuable in assessing the threat of late blight.  Click on 
the AgWeather forecast table, select your specific region, 
and you will be presented with the drying index for that 
day as well as the forecast for the next several days.

The other main section on the site is the AgWeather tab.  
There are a variety of different graphs and maps available 
in this section.  On the left hand side, you will see a menu 
which begins with “General” and then lists a number of 
different crop categories.  

Under “General,” there are a series of maps and graphs 
showing thermal indicators (degree-days, etc), water 
indicators (rainfall accumulation, difference from averages, 
etc), as well as daily and monthly weather summaries from 
individual weather stations.

By clicking on the “Potatoes” section in the menu, you 
are able to view a Pest Indicator chart for Colorado Potato 
Beetle, calculated using degree-day information and 

A screenshot of the AgWeather Atlantic Current Conditions 
page, with details observations and 7 day forecast.
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forecasting.  Additional pest indicator tools 
are planned for the future, as is an irrigation 
calculator.

There are plans to continue growing the suite 
of tools available in AgWeather over time, as 
well as adding more weather stations as they 
are established.  The site is free of charge to use 
and should prove a valuable tool for all farmers 
in the Atlantic Provinces.

To access AgWeather Atlantic, visit:

http://atl.agrometeo.org/

Right:  A map showing rainfall accumulation since 
April 1st, 2015.  One of several weather reporting 
tools available on the AgWeather Atlantic 
website.
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PEI Potato Blossom 
Festival

July 11-19th, 2015 in O’Leary, PEI 
Watch for more details at 

www.facebook.com/Potatoblossomfestival
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2014 - 2015 Research Highlights
for Projects Supported by Prince Edward Island Potato Growers

In early 2013, Prince Edward Island potato growers overwhelmingly supported the 
expenditure of levy dollars to support provincial and national potato research that  
addresses the research priorities which Island potato growers helped to establish in  
recent years.  Funding from the PEI Potato Board, combined with funds from other  
industry partners, leveraged over $1.6 million in both provincial and national research 

Major Research Coordination and Funding Partners:

spending in the 2014/2015 fiscal year.  

Reports on the following pages outline some of the key results from completed and ongoing research projects that 
received support from the PEI Potato Board in the last year.  These projects were primarily conducted here in Prince 
Edward Island in cooperation with a variety of research partners.  

The Board has also committed significant funds (approximately $21,000 per year for the next four years) to the 
National Potato Research Cluster Project administered by the Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC) under the federal 
Growing Forward II program.  Research got going full steam ahead in 2014 in five projects across Canada, four of 
which are receiving funding from Prince Edward Island.  PEI potato growers are supporting research into wireworm, 
variety evaluation, PVY, and Verticillium testing as part of the cluster project.

The Board committed approximately $56,000 toward research projects and research coordination for the 2014-
2015 financial year.  This amount is projected to increase to approximately $75,000 in 2015/2016 pending the  
approval of some research proposals currently in submission.  The Research and Environment Committee will  
continue to review proposed research to determine whether it addresses the priorities of Island potato growers.  The  
Committee welcomes expressions of interest from potato researchers looking for financial support or assistance in 
coordination for upcoming projects.

Prince Edward Island potato growers are also assisting to coordinate on-farm trials being conducted in partnership 
with the Canadian Fertilizer Institute’s Farming 4R Island Program.  In addition, the Potato Processing Committee has 
been working with Cavendish Agri-Services to coordinate a number of on-farm trials, primarily focused on fertilizer 
source and rate, improving specific gravity, use of crop protectants, wireworm, and improving seed.
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CHC Cluster Project:  Wireworm Activity 
Research conducted by Dr. Christine Noronha (AAFC), Dr. Robert Vernon (AAFC), Dr. Ian Scott (AAFC) and Todd 
Kabaluk (AAFC).  Research taking place in PEI, BC, and Alberta.

Research Purpose: A multi-faceted approach to 
identify tools which potato growers can use to reduce 
the impact of wireworm on their crops.

Rationale:  Wireworm is quite possibly the most 
serious agronomic threat to the potato industry 
in Prince Edward Island at the present time, with 
pesticide costs, product losses and insurance write-
offs estimated to total $6 million per year.  Wireworm 
research is a major component of the CHC Cluster 
Project, with primary research taking place both here 
in PEI as well as in British Columbia.    

Trials Conducted:

There are seven sub-activities within this larger 
wireworm project:

Insecticide efficacy trials.1. 
Wheat seed-treatment trials.2. 
Evaluation of mustard-meal, brown mustard 3. 
and buckwheat as biofumigants.
Attracting and killing click beetles using a 4. 
biological control agent.
Trap development for monitoring wireworms 5. 
to predict crop damage.
A national wireworm survey and DNA 6. 
barcoding.
Field spraying click beetles on grass land to 7. 
control populations.  This was performed for 
the first time in BC last year and is scheduled 
to be evaluated in PEI in 2015.

wIRewoRM

Key Findings:

Insecticide efficacy trials
Products were tested in both British Columbia and •	
PEI for tuber blemishes in fields heavily infested 
with wireworm.

Both Thimet 15-G and Capture 2EC were evaluated •	
and showed similar levels of control to previous 
years.  Thimet appears to show slightly fewer 
blemishes per tuber than Capture, but there was 
no significant difference in marketable yield.  
Both insecticides were also tested in laboratory 
conditions to assess their affect on wireworm.  
Thimet appears to actually kill wireworms, while 
Capture has a paralyzing effect on wireworms.

Additional insecticides were tested, including some •	
experimental products.  Some of these proprietary 
products gave promising results and will continue 
to be evaluated in future years.

A more indepth review of 2014 results was •	
published in the March-April 2015 issue of the PEI 
Potato News.

Wheat seed-treatment trials:

Wheat seed-treatment trials were completed in BC, •	
Alberta and PEI using a number of new proprietary 
products which look promising.  Products are being 
assessed for both lethal and non-lethal effects on 
wireworms.

Evaluation of mustard-meal, brown mustard and 
buckwheat:

Laboratory studies were carried out, and it was •	
reaffirmed that mustard-meal has a near 100% 
lethal effect on wireworms; however, it seems 
unlikely that mustard meal could be applied 
in cost-effective way to control wireworm on a 
commercial basis.

Work continued on assessing the effect of brown •	
mustard and buckwheat on wireworm damage.  
These biofumigant crops were planted in 2014, 
with the aim of measuring their affect on potatoes 
after harvest in 2015.

Prince Edward Island Potato News May - June 201522



Attracting and killing click beetles using a biological 
control agent:

It was found that when pheromones were added •	
to granules containing Metarhizium, there was a 
significant increase in the number of dead click 
beetles (by up to 98%) compared to Metarhizium 
alone.  Work is ongoing to assess the best way to 
apply these granules in a commercial fashion.

Trap development for monitoring wireworms to predict 
crop damage:

A dedicated room for expanding the testing of •	
materials for CO2 production was established, with 
comparative trials testing new materials against 
known standards underway. 

National wireworm survey and DNA barcoding

DNA analysis of different species of wireworm is •	
underway through collection of wireworm larvae 
and adult click beetles.  A national click beetle survey 
is scheduled to take place in 2016.  

Additional Local Wireworm Research
Dr. Noronha conducted a trial assessing if there •	
is a difference in wireworm damage by variety.  
Differences between varieties was observed, with  
blemishes per tuber ranging from a low of 8 to a high 
of over 25.  Chip varieties tended to have the lowest 
number of blemishes, with conventional varieties 
such as Eva, Red Norland and Shepody having the 
highest number of blemishes.  More work will be 
conducted in 2015.

Dr. Zenaida Ganga with Cavendish Farms Research •	
Division also assessed the use of Capture versus 
Thimet for wireworm control, and demonstrated 
results largely consistent with results from AAFC 
research. 

Dr. Ganga also planted various treatments of •	
Caliente mustard and buckwheat in 2014 to assess 
their impact on tubers grown in 2015.  This will be 
replicated in two different grower fields.

Resistance to Metalaxyl-M in Populations of the Potato Pink Rot 
Pathogen (Phytophthora erythroseptica) in Canada.  Research 
conducted by Dr. Rick Peters, AAFC.  Two year project funded by 
Syngenta Canada, PEI Potato Board and Potato Growers of Alberta.

PINK Rot

Purpose:  To assess the distribution of metalaxyl-m 
(Ridomil) resistant strains of the pathogen that causes 
pink rot across Canada.  

Key Findings:

Isolates with resistance to Ridomil were recovered •	
across Canada.  The majority of resistant isolates 
were recovered in Eastern Canada.  51% of isolates 
recovered in PEI were resistant to metalaxyl-m.

A replicated, inoculated field trial was established •	
in PEI to assess the effficacy of products applied in-
furrow.  Up to 30% of tubers in inoculated control 
plots were found with pink rot at harvest.

Ridomil Gold® was effective on metalaxyl-m •	
sensitive strains, but not on resistant strains. 

Phostrol•	 TM showed significant suppression of 
pink rot when applied as a foliar spray during the 
growing season, but not when applied in-furrow at 
planting.

Presidio•	 TM was also successful at preventing pink rot 
caused by either sensitive or resistant strains, but 
Serenade® was not efficacious agains either strain 
in this field trial.

Although resistance to metalaxyl-m is becoming •	
more widespread in Canada, there are now new 
alternative disease control options available to 
combat pink rot.

Future Research:   This project came to an end in early 
2015, but the PEI Potato Board and other partners have 
committed to another two years of funding to continue 
pink rot research with Dr. Peters and AAFC.
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PEI Potato Yield Variability Study 
Research conducted by Steve Watts, Genesis Crop Systems.  Three year project funded through Applied Research 
Program of the PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries (Growing Forward II).

YIeLD VaRIaBILItY

Purpose:  To assess biological and physical charac-
teristics of soil which may help to identify reasons for 
regions of high and low yields within a single field.  Yield 
are assessed through yield monitors on harvesters, 
creating GPS yield maps of 15 individual fields.  The 
following spring, each field is soil sampled to asses 
nutrients, structure, and soil-borne pests.

Key Findings:

2014 was the first year for soil sampling as part of •	
this project.

Root lesion nematode levels were quite high at most •	
sites which were above economic threshold levels.

Verticillium dahliae•	  levels were extremely high at all 
sites.

Data collected from the first year of soil samples •	
were quite variable.  No single soil characteristic 
showed a strong correlation with high or low yield 
after one year of sampling.  

Future Research:  Soil sampling for fields harvested in 
2014 will be done in June 2015 and the harvest later this 
fall will be the final harvest as part of this project.  A final 
report will be available in late 2016.  It is also planned to 
add testing for additional soil characteristics through 
the AAFC soils lab in Fredericton, New Brunswick as 
part of 2015 soil sampling.

Eastern Canadian Oilseeds Development Alliance (ECODA).   Research conducted by Dr. Aaron Mills, AAFC.  
Part of a five year project funded through AgriInnovation Program with multiple industry partners.

CRoP RotatIoN

Purpose:  To measure the effects of various cropping 
systems and emerging crops on the yield and quality 
of potatoes.  The cropping systems are designed to 
measure the effects on soil quality as well as overall 
yield and quality.  

Rationale:   This project will provide valuable information 
for growers and all industry stakeholders interested in 
including oilseed crops such as canola and soybeans 
in rotation with potatoes while reducing the burden of 
risk associated with experimenting with the adoption of 
new crops into a rotation.

Progress Report:  Research Trials began in 2013, with 
eight different rotations of potatoes in combination 
with canola, soybean, grain, corn, and forages grown 

at the AAFC Experimental Farm at Harrington, PEI.  
These replicated trials will be evaluated over five years.  
Conventional rotations will be contrasted with high 
value rotation combinations that incorporate canola and 
soybean in a three year rotation with potatoes.  Results 
for the first rotation cycle will be available following the 
2016 growing season. 
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Investigating Optimum Potato Storage Practices for Prince Edward Island 
Research conducted by Cavendish Agri-Services.  Three year project funded through Applied Research Program of 
the PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries (Growing Forward II).

stoRaGe & VeNtILatIoN

Purpose:  This project aims to identify areas for 
improvement in potato storage under conditions 
experienced in Prince Edward Island.  Specific studies 
within this project will include assessing insulation of 
different storage designs, examining optimum air flow 
in storage in a cost-effective manner, and managing 
temperature and humidity to reduce shrinkage.

Key Findings - Fan Testing Project:

Three different sizes (5, 7.5 and 10 Hp) of plastic •	
blade fans commonly used in PEI storages were 
tested for ventilation capacity and energy efficiency 
in a wind tunnel in The Netherlands.

These conventional fans were then compared •	
in performance to fans of similar horsepower 
designed by Tolsma.  Different fans speeds and static 
pressures were used to compare performance.

The newer-technology fans (with 9-12 steel blades •	
per fan) were superior to the conventional fans in 
energy efficiency and air capacity (measured in 
CFM) in 8 out of 9 categories (3 pressure levels for 
each of 3 fan categories).

Power savings were greatest in the largest (10 Hp) •	
fans and least for the 7.5 Hp fans.  Air capacity 
differentials ranged from -2% to as high as 63% for 
the 7.5 Hp fan.

Newer fan technology, with more metal blades and •	
improvements to frequency drives, seems to enable 
growers to run their fans for less time but with more 
capacity for air movement when running.  This is 
particularly important when attempting to control 
“hot spots” or cooling down the pile immediately 
following harvest.  It was also noted that the best 
CFM per dollar spent on electricity is achieved by 
using more smaller fans than fewer large fans.

Three warehouses with conventional fans were •	
tested for air movement in CFM per ton and all 
three recorded ventilation parameters below the 
theoretical capacity of the fans.

Key Findings - Insulation Assessment

For each of the last two storage seasons, a thermal •	
imaging device has been used to assess both full and 
empty storages to identify problem areas leading 
to temperature variations and condensation, which 
present a high risk for rot in potatoes in storage.

Consistent areas of poor insulation were where •	
walls met ceilings or floors, along rafters in ceilings, 
around exhaust louvers, and around doors.

Thermal imaging will be done on storages being •	
used as part of the shrink assessment component 
of this project.

A number of clear images have been obtained to •	
show growers as an extension tool for identifiying  
insufficient insulation of storages 

Key Findings - Shrink Assessment

Onion bags of pre-weighed and pre-measured •	
potatoes were placed in 14 storages on 10 farms in 
the fall of 2014.  Bags were placed at the bottom, 
middle and top of piles and at the front, middle and 
back of the pile.  Shepody, Prospect, Russet Burbank, 
and Ranger Russet varieties were included.

As potatoes are removed from storage (deliveries •	
from January to August), potatoes in the sample 
bags will be weighed and measured to assess level 
of shrink.  This will then be measured against the 
ventilation system and program employed in each 
storage.   This data will form a baseline for future 
investigation of shrink using potatoes in the 2015 
crop year.

Future Research:  One more year of testing is planned 
for the Insulation  
Assessment and  
Shrink Assessment.   
A final report will be  
prepared in 2016  
including results  
from all three  
components of the  
project. 
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Understanding of Potato Virus Y (PVY) Complex in Canada and Development of a Comprehensive On-Farm 
Management Strategy.  Research conducted by Dr. Mathuresh Singh, New Brunswick Agricultural Certification 
Services Inc. as part of the CHC National Potato Research Cluster Project (Growing Forward 2).

Potato VIRUs Y (PVY)

Purpose:  To survey the occurrence of PVY strains across 
Canada, characterize the responses of common potato 
varieties to major PVY strains, and investigate the 
efficacy of mineral oil, insecticide, and their combination 
as foliar sprays to reduce on-farm PVY spread.

Key Findings:

Samples were received from 5 provinces in 2014.•	

It appears that all of the major strain groups are •	
well distributed across the country.  The worrisome 
PVYNTN strain has been increasing in proportion in 
recent years.  This strain has been shown to exhibit 
significant yield reduction and visible symptoms on 
tubers that have an effect on marketability.

Six varieties have been inoculated with the regular •	
PVYO strain as well as the necrotic strains PVYN:O and 
PVYNTN in the greenhouse to evaluate the effect of 
these strains on each variety.  A further five varieties 
were inoculated for evaluation in early 2015.

In general, it appears that PVY•	 N:O and PVYNTN show 
relatively mild symptoms on the plant foliage, 
making them harder to identify in commercial 
situations.

For PVY•	 O, symptom severity and yield reduction was 
greatest for Envol and Norland varieties and absent 
for the Eva variety.

Severe necrotic lesions developed on PVY•	 NTN infected 
Envol tubers.

Full results from the in-season PVY spread field trials •	
using insecticide and mineral oil are pending but 
the combination of the two products consistently 
appears to help control PVY spread.

Future Research:  2014 was the first full year of PVY 
research under the cluster project, which will continue 
for another three years. 

Top right:  Demonstration of the effect on foliage of three 
PVY strains.

Bottom right:  Necrotic effects on tubers for the Envol 
variety due to infection with the PVYNTN strain.

Prince Edward Island Potato News May - June 201526



Canadian Potato Variety Evaluation Program 
Research in PEI conducted by David Main, AAFC as part of the CHC National Potato Research Cluster Project 
(Growing Forward 2). 

VaRIetY eVaLUatIoN

Purpose:  To evaluate advanced selections from the 
AAFC breeding programs as well as private breeders 
for suitability for potato production in Prince Edward 
Island.

Key Findings:

A total of 33 selections/cultivars were evaluated •	
in 2014 at the Harrington Research Farm in six 
categories:  fresh market yellow, fresh market red, 
fresh market white, fresh market russet, chip and 
French fry.  The French fry category included five 
clones of Russet Burbank.

Within the fresh market yellow group, 7 out of 9 •	
cultivars showed significantly higher marketable 
yield than the standard (Yukon Gold).  The three 
highest were AR2013-13, Electra and HZ01-899.

There was no significant difference in marketable •	
yield between red varieties in 2014.

Alta Strong had a significantly higher marketable •	
yield than the white standard (Superior), but also 
had the highest number of cull tubers.

Alta Cloud and Dione had marketable yields •	
signifiantly greater than the russet standard 
(Goldrush), and displayed uniform shape with few 
defects.

Neither new chip variety outperformed the standard •	
variety (Atlantic).

The Grahams Road and Idaho clones performed the •	
best of the five Russet Burbank clones that were 
evaluated.

Future Research:•	   Variety evaluation will continue 
as part of the CHC Cluster Project until 2017.

Testing Canadian Bred Varieties in Different Climate Zones in the United States that Mimic Global Climate 
Zones.   Research conducted at four research farms in the USA. Three year project funded through Applied 
Research Program of the PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries (Growing Forward II).

Purpose:  To evaluate Canadian-bred varieties for 
suitability for export markets by assessing performance 
in four regions of the USA that mimic global climate 
zones.  This is important is attempting to build export 
markets for varieties that will be successful in varying 
climates around the world.

Key Findings:

In Florida, growing conditions were challenging with •	
above average rainfall.  Cultivars AR2013-02 (Chip) 
and AR2008-12 (Fresh Market) showed the highest 
yields, which were similar to standard varieties for 
marketable yield.

In North Carolina, Bristol Pride performed similarly •	
to Atlantic.  AR2013-02 (Chip) had a large total 

yield of 397 cwt/ac but had a large percentage of 
potatoes that were deemed unmarketable.

In California, none of the varieties significantly •	
outperformed the standard varieties.  Yield for 
AR2013-11 and AR2008-12 were quite similar to 
Russet Norkotah

In Texas, AR2013-02 significantly outperformed •	
the chipping standard (Atlantic).  AR2008-12 also 
outperformed most fresh-market variety standards.

Future Research:•	   Evaluation is already underway 
for the 2015 crop year and will be repeated again in 
2016.  More varieties and further participation from 
private breeders is desired as part of this project.
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Investigating Optimum Potato Storage Practices for Prince Edward Island 
Three year project funded with PEI Agriculture Applied Research Program.   
Research performed and co-funded by Cavendish Agri Services

PEI Potato Yield Variability Study 
Three year project funded with PEI Agriculture Applied Research Program.   
Research performed by Genesis Crop Systems

Resistance to Metalaxyl-M in Populations of the Potato Pink Rot Pathogen (Phytophthora erythroseptica) in Canada 
Research performed by Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada

Testing Canadian Bred Varieties in Different Climate Zones in the USA that represent Global Climate Zones
Three year project funded with PEI Agriculture Applied Research Program. 
Research performed by US research universities on behalf of PEI Potato Board

National Potato Research Cluster, investigating PVY, Wireworm, PCR testing for Verticillium,  
Variety Evaluation, and Zebra Chip. 
Five year funding commitment through Growing Forward II Program and multiple industry partners

Oilseeds East:  Market-Driven Research for Soybean and Canola Supply Chain Profitability 
Five year funding commitment through AgriInnovation Program, ECODA and its multiple industry partners 
Research into rotations with potatoes performed by Aaron Mills, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada

Potato Variety Evaluation for Starch Purposes 
One year project funded with PEI Agriculture Applied Research Program.   
Research performed by Genesis Crop Systems

Pending project approval the Board has also pledged support for the following AgriInnovation Projects with 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada:

Securing Export Markets for Potato Processors by Mitigating Limitations to On-Farm Yield 
Three year funding commitment through AgriInnovation Program, Potatoes New Brunswick, McCain Foods, Prince 
Edward Island Potato Board, and additional partners. 
Research conducted by Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada in New Brunswick, Manitoba and Prince Edward Island.

Characterization and Tracking of Strains of Potato Late Blight Pathogen in Canada 
Three year funding commitment through AgriInnovation Program and multiple provincial industry partners. 
Research conducted by Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada in Prince Edward Island and Alberta.

The PEI Potato Board is coordinating and contributing funding  
to the following projects in 2015-2016:

More details on Board-supported research projects are available by contacting 
Ryan Barrett, Research & Communication Coordinator, at: 

ryan@peipotato.org or (902) 892-6551. 
 

As they become available, full results of research projects will be made available on the 
PEI Potato Board Growers Site:   www.peipotato.org/growers-site
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Brian Beaton, P.Ag., Potato Industry Coordinator          (902) 314-1607           bwbeaton@gov.pe.ca

Another long, snowy winter is behind us here on PEI, 
and potato planting is well under way for 2015. With a wet 
cold spring again, planting was delayed in some parts of 
the province but the warmer temperatures that came in 
mid-May have provided some good planting weather. 

Many growers on PEI are continuing with on-farm 
research trials this growing season. Trials range from 
fertility and spacing trials to rotational cropping trials and 
residue management trials. There is no better way to learn 
than to try doing a split field or some strips in a field with 
different treatments. I know that the Department has been 
asking a number of growers to be cooperators on some 
research plots and I want to thank all who have agreed 
to participate.  I know that having plots in your fields can 
be an inconvenience sometimes, but I hope that we can 
all learn together in order to make improvements to our 
cropping systems.

We have continued to work at getting the message out 
to everyone on the Island about the benefits of growing 
late blight resistant tomatoes in their gardens. We have 
produced posters and distributed them around the Island, 
as well doing up a press release to local media, which was 
well picked up.  As we know, the current strain of late 
blight likes both tomatoes and potatoes, so our goal is 
to get more people aware and growing the late blight 
resistant tomato varieties. 

Together with Agriculture & Agri Food Canada, we 
have handed out many packets of late blight resistant 
tomato seeds and attended many meetings with 
community groups and garden clubs.  Hopefully with 
this communication effort over the next couple of years, 
we will enable gardeners to get a crop of tomatoes as 
well as reduce the overall level  of late blight inoculum 
in the environment. I encourage potato growers with a 
gardener near any of their fields to take a few minutes to 
have a discussion with them and let them know that late 
blight resistant tomatoes are available from local garden 
centres. 

The Department has recently updated our bio-security 
policy relating to on-farm visits by our staff. This is an overall 
policy for all farms but has some special considerations 
for potato fields. A number of the government trucks now 
have disinfection equipment on-board for disinfecting 
equipment, footwear, and the vehicles themselves. Staff 
are encouraged not to bring vehicles into the fields and to 
have proper disinfection supplies with them at all times. 

It is critical that anyone entering fields be aware of 
any potential risks associated with those fields. Anyone 
planning on entering a field should speak with the owner 
and ask for a copy of the farm’s bio-security plan so they 
can ensure they are following all precautions. Crop scouts 
and other on-farm service providers should also be aware 
of any bio-security plan that the farm may have and take 
the necessary precautions. A template bio-security plan 
was distributed by Canadian Horticultural  Council a 
couple of years ago and would be a good starting point 
for most farms.

The Department’s Plant Diagnostic Lab will opened 
at the end of May for the 2015 growing season.  The 
lab is located in Charlottetown at the PEI Analytical 
Laboratories in the Bio-Commons Park. This is the park 
just south of the West Royalty Industrial Park. Marleen 
Clark has been busy getting the new lab set up for the 
upcoming growing season. I encourage all growers and 
industry representatives to use the lab and take the time 
to get the any diseases identified and documented.  The 
phone number for the Plant Diagnostic Lab is (902) 368-
5261.  Additionally, the Aphid Alert program will be up 
and running at the end of June, and growers will be 
contacted soon regarding trap placement and sample 
collection procedures.
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Canadian & Usa Marketing Reports
Canadian Market Update 

by Brad Brownsey,  
Canadian Trade Representative

As this shipping season draws to a close, we can see 
that it most certainly was a season filled with unique 
challenges, particularly the challenges thrust upon 
Islanders by Mother Nature this past winter.  With spring 
planting finally underway, what opportunities and 
challenges will the next crop season present?  Let’s reflect 
briefly on the season past before we look ahead to what 
may lay ahead.  

An abundance of very good quality Ontario and 
Quebec fresh market and storage table potatoes once 
again challenged PEI dealers, hampering early season 
movement into both provinces.  As the 2014/15 shipping 
season deepened, sales of PEI Potatoes into both 
provinces steadily increased, with some of the highest 
weekly movement of the entire season being realized in 
the last few weeks.  In the face of provincial or retailer-
specific “buy-local” marketing programs, 28 early-season 
(November - January) dedicated PEI ad placements were 
generated in both provinces.  A total of 78 dedicated PEI 
potato ad placements supported by the Board’s highly 
valued cooperative advertising program have appeared 
so far this year in retailer’s ads from Quebec west to 
Vancouver Island, with more expected to appear in May, 
June and possibly early July.  This activity level has the 
potential to make 2014/15 the most successful year for 
coop advertising in past six shipping seasons.

In Western Canada, there remains much promise and 
continued opportunities for PEI dealers to explore and 
cultivate, as the trade’s interest in PEI Potatoes remains at 
all-time highs.  One major supermarket chain successfully 
test marketed PEI Potatoes with a view towards listing 
and strategically promoting them more extensively in 
the upcoming marketing year.  In addition, two new 
independent BC retailers were added to the Board’s 
cooperative advertising program’s outreach, with one 
actively participating this past season.  Unfortunately 
high freight costs, transportation issues, logistical 
challenges and just-in-time deliveries mitigated growth 
opportunities this past year.  There is still ample reason to 

strongly encourage PEI dealers to look west next season!  

Looking briefly back before we look ahead:

•		20	different	retail	banners	actively	participated	
in the PEI Potato Board’s cooperative advertising 
program this year.

•	 	 Fresh	 table	 potatoes	 grown	 elsewhere	 across	
Canada continue to challenge first-of-the-season 
PEI market entry outside of Atlantic Canada.

•	 	 Canada’s	 largest	 food	 retailers	 continue	 to	
aggressively support, enhance and promote 
private label packs, making it harder for “other 
branded” products to be listed and subsequently 
build consumer awareness and sales.

•	 	Retailers	and	 repackers	 located	 in	Central	and	
Atlantic Canada are opting for “Product of Canada” 
and / or “Atlantic Grown” identifiers on private 
and control label packs, mitigating consumer 
awareness-building efforts to highlight trusted 
PEI potatoes at retail. 

•	 	 Increasingly,	 retailers	 are	 specifically	 seeking	
and sourcing more fresh fruits and vegetables 
- specifically fresh potatoes - based on local 
availability.

•	 	 Demand	 for	 and	 sales	 of	 specialty	 potatoes	
continues to soar, with more shelf space being 
devoted to these growing SKUs.

•	 Demand	 for	 organically-grown	 potatoes	
continues to accelerate.

•		Demand	for	sweet	potatoes	(bulk	and	pre-cut)	
continues to grow both at retail and with the 
foodservice sector.

•		Consumer	demand	for	convenience-type	(heat	
& serve) foods is equally accelerating.

•	 	 As	 family	 sizes	 shrink,	 vertical	 urbanization	
grows and demographic changes continue to 
sweep across Canada, demand for smaller pack 
sizes continues to increase (i.e., 5-pound packs 
and smaller).  As a result, the PEI potato industry’s 
long-time workhorse and volume pack (i.e., 10-
pound papers) continues to receive less floor, skid 
and / or shelf space.
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•		There	remains	a	large	disconnect	between	FOB	
(delivered) prices and shelf retail prices.

•	 	Retail	and	 foodservice	consolidation	abounds.	 	
Groupe Epicia, citing increased competition 
from major grocery stores and big box retailers, 
closed a number of Le Jardin Mobile stores. 
Target discontinued Canadian operations in April 
2015, while Sobeys acquired the Co-op Atlantic 
distribution business in May 2015.

Looking forward to the 2015/16 season, here are a few 
things to keep in mind:

•	 	 Potatoes	 remain	 Canada’s	 #1	 favourite,	 most	
consumed vegetable or fruit due to it being 
versatile, nutritionally-packed and budget-
friendly.

•	 	 The	 potato	 category	 remains	 one	 of	 every	
retailer’s foundation fruits and vegetables, 
consistently accounting for 8% to 10% of total 
department sales.

•		The	potato	category	is	changing	rapidly.		Demand	
for new potato varieties, specialty potatoes, and 
organic potatoes represent growth opportunities.  
So too is trade and consumer demand for potatoes 
in new, convenient pack sizes.  Simply look at 
the recent and rapid growth in sales of potatoes 
packed in 680g packs.  Phenomenal.

•	 	More	 retailers	 are	actively	participating	 in	 the	
Board’s cooperative advertising program, with 
many poised to jump on-board in 2015/16.

•	 	Ontario	remains	PEI’s	#1	 intraprovincial	export	
market.

•		Sobeys	Inc.	will	fully	integrate	in	2015/16	all	fresh	
produce purchasing functions for Sobeys / IGA 
West, Thrifty Foods and Canada Safeway under 
one new Sobeys West operation.  Already a strong 
supporter of PEI Potatoes in Ontario, Quebec and 
Atlantic Canada, what potential could the “new” 
Sobeys West offer the PEI potato industry?

•	 	 2015/16	will	 see	 the	official	 launch	of	 the	 PEI	
Potato Board’s new retail packaging program 
designed to re-establish PEI brand awareness and 
trust by building on our industry’s heritage and 
value.

•			PEI	Potatoes	remain	Canada’s	most	recognized	
and trusted fresh potato coast-to-coast.

I extend my sincerest best wishes to you for a safe and 
successful planting season and an enjoyable summer.  
May the coming harvest provide our industry with another 
premium quality crop of Prince Edward Island Potatoes to 
profitably sell and market across Canada.

 

American Market Update 
by Peter Goulet,  

USA Trade Representative 

It’s hard to believe that another selling season is already 
winding down.  After such a long, hard winter, and 
understanding there are still some potatoes in storage 
that need to be packed and shipped, it’s time to look 
back at the past eight months and what a challenging 
marketing year it was.

When reviewing my notes about this season, it seems 
like the deck was stacked against us from the start.  
Challenges included:

a late harvest and a good amount of fresh local •	
product available to U.S. retailers,  

retailers focus on selling locally grown produce,•	

the horrible weather, especially around the major •	
food consumption holidays,  

the lack of transport trucks on the Island, •	

lower prices being quoted from competing growing •	
regions,

consumers shift of preference to specialty potatoes •	
and ready-to-prepare products such as steamable 
bags or roasting trays,

a larger shift to organically grown potatoes, both •	
in terms of consumer demand as well as retailers 
looking for product to promote.  

These were just a few of the issues and challenges that 
we had to deal and navigate through.

There were positives as well.  The overall quality of the 
crop was very good once again.  When growers produce 
a good crop, it makes it that much easier to sell on this 
end, especially with the reputation that Island growers 
continue to enjoy here in the States.  There are obviously 
some receivers who are only looking at price, but for the 
majority of receiver’s, quality is still number one as there is 
too much to lose if they accept and display inferior quality 
on their produce stands.  
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Our advertising incentive programs 
are still very well received here in the 
Northeastern U.S. and are a driving 
force to ensure that our potatoes 
are promoted in retailers’ weekly 
ads and circulars and prominently 
merchandised in the stores.  There 
were a few less ads run this year 
versus last, mainly due to the late 
start and the abundance of local 
product still available in November 
and early December.  We made up 
good ground in February, March and 
April as most retailers maximized our 
programs and took advantage of the 
high quality storage potatoes still 
available to promote.

As our growers continue to plant 
their crops and are looking forward 
to the next shipping season, many 
if not all of the challenges I listed 
over will still need to be dealt with.  
Undoubtedly there will be other 
hurdles and a few surprises that 
we’ve never dealt with.  This is the 
fresh produce business, after all.  
The good news is that even though 
potato consumption continues to 
decline, it’s still a staple item in most 
household’s diets and a significantly 
profitable category for retailers to 
sell and promote.  There is still plenty 
of demand to move a high quality 
crop, even if the dynamics within the 
category continue to evolve and shift.  
That will never change – therefore 
we’ll need to change and adjust, to 
ensure that we’re aligned with these 
shifts of preferences being driven 
by consumers’ shopping and eating 
habits.  

Memorial Day weekend and 
warmer weather have arrived, finally.  
I sincerely hope that your planting 
season is a successful one, which 
will in turn lead to a successful and 
profitable 2015 harvest and crop 
year. 

Are you working  
outside this summer?

Protect yourself  
from the sun!

Sunscreen and long-sleeve shirts 
are important ways to prevent 

sunburn and reduce your  
risk of skin cancer!
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Durashield
Excellent Rainfastness

™

Echo®

FUNGICIDE

*One unit of liquid compared. One unit of dry provides 70% 
more acres. Always read and follow label directions.  
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BC: 1-604-534-8815
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Concentrate
your

efforts

Echo®.   Cover 40% more acres.* 

Echo fungicide delivers a high concentration of 

chlorothalonil for broad-spectrum disease control 

in your crop. The concentrated formulation means 

you can cover more acres, and the DuraShield™ 

rainfast technology provides long-lasting 

protection that sticks through any kind of weather. 

Give your crop the disease protection it deserves 

with Echo fungicide.

Strength. Concentrated.

Elections are being held under Section 11 of the Potato 
Marketing Plan Regulations to fill four vacancies on the 
Potato Board created by the expiration of terms in office 
of: 

Darryl Wallace•	 , Processing Representative for the 
West Prince District,

Gary Linkletter•	 , Tablestock Representative for the 
Summerside District

Alex Docherty•	 , Seed Representative for the 
Charlottetown District, and

Charles Murphy•	 , who had been filling a Seed 
Producer vacancy for the Montague-Souris District.

Darryl Wallace and Alex Docherty are eligible for re-
election to their Director positions.

Having served two consecutive terms, Gary Linkletter is 
not eligible for re-election.

To be eligible for election, a producer willing to serve on 
the Board must:

1. be registered with the Potato Board on June 30, 
2015;

2. meet the classification requirements;

3. be nominated by ten producers located in the 
district the person seeks to represent who are 
registered with the Board on June 30, 2015;

4. have delivered to the Returning Officer, or have 
mailed not later than the last day of July 2015, a 
properly completed nomination form; and

5. indicate a willingness to serve by signing the 
Nomination Form.

Nomination forms are available from the Prince Edward 
Island Potato Board or from the Marketing Council Office 
Nomination forms containing original signatures must be 
delivered or mailed no later than July 31, 2015 to:

 Ian McIsaac, Returning Officer 
 Potato Board Elections 
 Suite 212B, Farm Centre, 420 University Ave. 
 Charlottetown, PE C1A 7Z5 
 Tel: (902) 569-7575

Notice of elections for 
Prince edward Island  

Potato Board
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Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm Update

Shipping season is almost complete at Fox Island as 
this slow spring of 2015 winds down.  Most varieties have 
cleaned up well; however, like many growers on the Island, 
we still have a quantity of clear reading Russet Burbank and 
Goldrush available if anyone runs short during planting.  

We had a very good pass rate on the post-harvest test 
across the Island this year. That, combined with reduced 
off-Island seed sales this spring, seems to have made for a 
plentiful supply of local, good quality seed this year.

We purchased a tuber unit planter at Fox Island a few 
years ago and we now use this in combination with a hand 
planting crew to get the crop in the ground in a timely 
manner.  This has been especially useful in a delayed 
planting season such as this.  

Screenhouse planting has proceeded on a regular 
schedule.  Volumes to plant of the various varieties at this 
stage are a bit of a guessing game, as we are planting for 
seed that will be sold in two to three years time.  

We continue to grow the standard varieties, such as 
Russet Burbank, Shepody, Ranger Russet and Kennebec, 
but are also growing some market garden varieties and 
bulking up some new PVMI varieties that seem to be 
generating interest with growers such as Teton Russet, 
Yukon Nugget and Clearwater Russet.  We also have room 
in our facilities to grow private varieties in a controlled 
production system under contract with the variety owner.  
If you are wishing to build a local supply of seed of a new 
variety and are interested in this process, please contact 
Mary Kay at (902) 892-6551.

A visit to Fox Island during the growing season is a great 
way to help give visitors to the Island an overview of the 
Island potato industry.  Students, commercial visitors and 
Island growers are welcome to arrange a visit to the farm 
and learn about early generation seed production on PEI.  
To plan a visit please call the Board office at (902) 892-
6551.

by Mary Kay Sonier, Seed Coordinator, PEI Potato Board

The hand-planting crew hard at work!

Our tuber-unit planter

Newly planted nuclear plantlets in the screenhouse
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Always read and follow label directions. Hot Potatoes® is a registered trademark of the Bayer Group.

Your Hard Work 
is a Work of Art.

The wait is over! We’re proud to reveal this year’s group trip is to 
two world-class cities: Rome and Florence. Let Italy sweep you off 
your feet with its architecture, museums, and of course, delicious 

cuisine. Just remember your camera... and all those rewarding Hot 
Potatoes points that you can redeem for the group trip or cash. 

Visit Hot-Potatoes.ca or call 1 877-661-6665 for more information.
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Editor’s Note:  In this issue, we continue to highlight information from CropLife Canada’s Lab to Label publication that 
endeavours to shed light on how pesticides are regulated and registered in Canada.  This information is useful background 
when discussing pesticide use with neighbours and the general public.

Responding to Pesticide Questions 
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Board Executive and staff have been meeting regularly 
with the previous Deputy Ministers of the Departments 
of Agriculture & Forestry and Environment, Labour and 
Justice to explore different ways of handling enforcement 
of environmental issues relating to crop rotation, buffer 
zones and pesticide applications.

An early result of these discussions has been a 
commitment from the government staff to work towards 
improving relations with the Agriculture Industry in the 
enforcement of the Environmental Protection Act, the 
Agricultural Crop Rotation Act and other related Acts.  
Though there have been changes in departments and 
deputy ministers, we anticipate the results of our work to 
continue to be implemented this year.

Conservation officers are required to wear a sidearm as 
part of the standard uniform kit based on their classification 
as an enforcement officer. Many in the agriculture industry 
feel that this uniform is unnecessary when doing farm 
calls and does not foster an attitude of assistance and 
cooperation.

To address this issue, the new Department of 
Communities, Land and Environment is launching a 
Pesticide and Agricultural Complaint Management Pilot in 
2015. Under this pilot, a focused approach to responding 
to farming related complaints will be provided by Pesticide 
Control and Environmental Enforcement Officers primarily, 
with Conservation officers providing support where 
necessary and being the primary respondent where a 

Pesticide & Agricultural Complaint  
Management Pilot Program

timely response cannot be provided otherwise or they are 
the nearest resource to respond to the complaint. Staffing 
will be enhanced and re-arranged to improve service of 
the Pesticide Control Officers and Environmental Control 
officers across the province.

The Potato Board has offered to meet with the 
Department of Environment enforcement staff to share 
with them some information on the potato industry 
and some of the challenges that growers are working 
through this season such as tampering, disease issues and 
wireworm. The Department will be emphasizing with their 
staff the need for biosecurity measures and the purpose of 
cleaning and disinfection vehicles and footwear between 
fields.  Each staff member will be provided with disinfection 
supplies for their vehicle.

It is very encouraging to see the interest in trying a new 
approach.  An evaluation of the program will take place at 
the end of the season.

The Department is also refining a database of complaints 
and infractions to better capture what is happening. It 
is interesting to note that in 2014, only 9% of charges 
were agriculture related. To help provide growers with 
the information they need to comply with regulations, 
the Board recently sent out information on “Tips for 
Pesticide Handling and Certification” and record keeping 
requirements. As well, the Department of Agriculture has 
published a 2015 Season Pesticide Field Log Book which 
contains our updated list of pesticides and PCP numbers.
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Disposition and Holdings
May 1st, 2015

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

PEI 8,198 8,544 8,746 10,618 21.4%
New Brunswick 2,990 4,762 4,616 5,147 11.5%
Nova Scotia N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Total Maritimes 11,188 13,306 13,362 15,765 18.0%

Quebec 2,743 2,801 3,096 3,407 10.0%
Ontario 1,091 1,384 1,633 1,393 -14.7%
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes) 15,022 17,491 18,091 20,565 13.7%

Manitoba 3,283 5,459 7,041 4,959 -29.6%
Saskatchewan N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Alberta 3,653 5,292 5,323 5,135 -3.5%
British Columbia 117 80 47 60 27.7%
Total Western Canada 7,053 10,831 12,411 10,154 -18.2%

CANADA TOTAL 22,075 28,322 30,502 30,719 0.7%

* The 14/15 SK and NS Holdings were not available and therefore not included in the totals

14/15 vs.
2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-15 13/14

Production 24,510,000 24,284,000 25,009,000 26,165,000 4.6%

Canadian Shipments 2,782,430 2,439,684 2,075,372 1,988,125 -4.2%
U.S. Shipments 2,375,930 1,545,460 2,092,355 1,996,690 -4.6%
Export Shipments 735,904 1,117,134 1,311,336 843,457 -35.7%
Total Fresh 5,894,264 5,102,278 5,479,063 4,828,272 -11.9%

Processing / Local Use 8,702,113 8,219,997 8,860,978 8,881,078 0.2%

Cullage 1,715,237 2,417,263 1,922,875 1,837,620 -4.4%

Total Disposition as of April 30 16,311,614 15,739,538 16,262,916 15,546,970 -4.4%

PEI Holdings at May 1 8,198,386 8,544,462 8,746,084 10,618,030 21.4%

Fresh 1,249,028 1,284,412 684,372 1,434,137 109.6%
Processing 5,151,049 5,528,755 6,247,191 7,310,879 17.0%
Seed 1,798,310 1,731,295 1,814,521 1,873,014 3.2%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of April 30th (cwt)

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of May  1, 2015 ('000 cwt)

Projected Utilization as of May 1 (cwt)
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New Data Show that Women of Childbearing Age 
Need More Vegetables, White Potatoes on the 
Plate

(Boston, MA) March 30, 2015 – A new study presented 
today at Experimental Biology 2015 confirms that 
vegetable consumption is very low among women of 
childbearing age (WCBA), and that the nutrient-rich white 
potato is an important vegetable to this population’s diet, 
particularly among subgroups with the lowest intake.

The results are consistent with the Institute of Medicine 
findings that mean total vegetable consumption of women 
ages 19 to 50 years is extremely low—with intakes at just 
50% of the 2.5 cup equivalents per day recommended for 
most WCBA by the 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans 
(DGA). The 2010 DGA recommends about 5 cups of starchy 
vegetables per week, or approximately three-fourths cup 
per day, as part of a healthful diet.

“A nutritious diet and healthy lifestyle are crucial before, 
during and after pregnancy to optimize the health for both 
mother and child,” stated Maureen Storey, PhD, co-author 
of the study and president and 
CEO of the Alliance for Potato 
Research and Education

(APRE). “The results of APRE’s 
study show that the intake of 
key nutrients from vegetables 
and white potatoes by women 
of childbearing age in general, 
and by non-Hispanic black 
women in particular, are well 
below adequate levels for the 
nutrition they need.”

APRE researchers examined 
total vegetable and white 
potato (WP) consumption 
of WCBA, using the most 
recent data available from the 
National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey (NHANES) 
and the Food Pyramid 
Equivalents Database 2009-

2010 and 2011-2012.

Storey noted that the mean intakes of key nutrients, 
including potassium, dietary fiber, vitamin D, iron, and 
folates are lower than current recommendations for 
women 19-50 years old. Average intakes of potassium 
and dietary fiber are about half of the recommended 
intakes, while mean vitamin D intake is less than 30% of 
the recommendation.

The new study also shows that non-Hispanic black 
WCBA have significantly lower intake of key nutrients of 
concern such as potassium, dietary fiber, calcium and 
vitamin D. 

Affordable white potatoes are an important vegetable 
source of essential nutrients, such as potassium and 
dietary fiber. A small Russet baked potato with skin 
provides about 760 mg potassium and 3.2 g dietary 
fiber; even without the skin, the flesh of the white potato 
provides about 540 mg potassium and 2 grams of dietary 
fiber. A small serving of French fried potatoes provides 
411 mg of potassium and 2.7 g fiber.

INDUstRY UPDates
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HZPC Americas Corp.
T (902) 892-2004 F (902) 892-0321
E hzpc@hzpc.ca I  www.hzpc.ca

Promising
Varieties

INNOVATOR SIFRA

VIVALDIFABULA

Quality seed potatoes

New Research Confirms French Fried Potatoes Are Not a Source of 
Trans Fat

More than any other segment of the food industry, the potato industry 
has made the greatest improvements in the fatty acid profile of its products, 
including French fried potatoes. Although the oils used to cook today’s fries 
are now predominately all-vegetable oils that contain primarily mono- and 
polyunsaturated fats, French fries are still often incorrectly cited as a source 
of trans fat in popular media and scientific publications alike. The dramatic 
reduction in the trans fat content of French fried potatoes was recently 
confirmed by two new studies published in Preventing Chronic Disease.

Researchers at the Jean Mayer USDA Human Nutrition Research Center 
on Aging at Tufts University analyzed the calorie, sodium, saturated fat, and 
trans fat content of popular menu items served at three national fast food 
chains between 1996 and 2013. They found that while the average calorie, 
sodium, and saturated fat content stayed relatively constant across most 
menu items, there was a marked and consistent decline in the trans fat 
content of French fries.  In fact, the researchers noted that when assessed 
per 1,000 kcal, the trans fat content of French fries, independent of fast 
food chain, declined in the last decade to become virtually undetectable.

In addition to transforming the nutrient profile of cooking oils, innovations 
in food technology are continually improving the nutrient profiles of all 
forms of the white potato to ensure that this already nutritious, affordable, 
and popular vegetable continues to align with dietary guidance.

For more information on the nutrient profile of today’s French fries, visit 
www.apre.org.
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 

further information on any of these events. 

June 2015

June 14-27th PEI Mutual Festival of Small Halls

June 30th Seed Inspection Application Deadline

 

July 2015

July 6-8  PMANA Summer Meetings 

  Whistler, BC

July 9  Canadian Potato Council Meeting 

  Vancouver, BC

July 13-19 PEI Potato Blossom Festival 

  O’Leary, PE

July 14  AAFC Industry Stakeholder Day at 

  Harrington Research Farm 

  For more info, call the Board office

July 20-23 Potato Association of America 

  Annual Meeting, Portland, ME 

July 28-30 World Potato Congress 

  Beijing, China

 

August 2015

August 13-19 Old Home Week 

  Charlottetown, PE
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September 25th, 2015

Our PEI Fall Flavours 
Signature Event!

Hosted by 
Chef Corbin Tomaszeski

Reserve your tickets at:

www.fallflavours.ca



Phostrol® helps maintain the quality of your 

potatoes while in storage so you can get the most 

out of your crop. Phostrol® is an extremely systemic

and highly unique fungicide that provides effective,

convenient & flexible preventative protection of late

blight and pink rot when applied during the season 

and at harvest.

Always read and follow label directions 
Phostrol is a registered trade-mark of Engage Agro Corporation.

Make them
all count.

For more information on Phostrol please contact 
Engage Agro 1-866-613-3336

engageagro.com
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MAKE TIME FOR WHAT REALLY MATTERS. 

CORAGEN
®

 CAN HELP.
You’re proud of your potato crop. Let’s face it. No one ever looks back and wishes they’d spent more time 

controlling crop damaging, yield robbing insects. We get that. DuPontTM Coragen® is powered by Rynaxypyr®, 

a unique active ingredient and a novel mode-of-action that delivers extended residual control of European 

corn borer, decreasing the number of applications needed in a season. And, if your Colorado potato beetle 

seed treatment control breaks late in the season, Coragen® can provide the added control you need, so you 

have time for more important things. Did we mention it’s also easy on bees,1 benefi cials2 and the environment?

 For farmers who want more time and peace of mind, Coragen® is the answer. 
�uestions? Ask your retailer, call 1-800-667-3925 or visit coragen.dupont.ca

DuPont™

Coragen®

Insecticide

1. Studies from the University of Guelph, conducted by Dr. Cynthia Scott-Dupree and Angela Gradish, indicate that Coragen® is an excellent alternative product when bees

are present if used in accordance with the label instructions. 2. Recommend spraying when bees are not actively foraging.

As with all crop protection products, read and follow label instructions carefully.

The DuPont Oval Logo, DuPont™, The miracles of science™ and Coragen® are trademarks or registered trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company.

E. I. du Pont Canada Company is a licensee. Member of CropLife Canada.

© Copyright 2015 E. I. du Pont Canada Company. All rights reserved.
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