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Add an X-Ray Inspection System to your line and ensure that all dense 
embedded foreign bodies are detected and rejected. Avoid thousands 
of dollars in rework costs and lost production.

Our X-Ray Inspection Systems will detect:

•  Needles, Nails & Staples

•  Other Ferrous, Non Ferrous and Stainless Steel Contaminants

•  Glass

•  Stones

•  High Density Plastics & Rubbers

•  Hollow Hearts
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BY PLAN AUTOMATION
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productinspection@planautomation.com
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2016 PEI Potato Board 
AGM

Friday, November 18, 2016
Delta Prince Edward, Charlottetown, PEI

  Guest Speakers include:

Blair Richardson, President and CEO, Potatoes USA

Frank Finn, President, McCain Foods USA

J.P. Gervais, Chief Agricultural Economist, Farm Credit Canada

Haven Baker, VP & General Manager, Simplot Plant Sciences

Dr. David Sabapathy, Deputy Chief Public Health Officer, Government of PEI

Dr. Carolyn Sanford, Provincial Epidemiologist, Government of PEI

Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, United Potato Growers of Canada

Erin Taylor, Manager, Climate Change, PEI Dept. of Communities, Land & Environment

Speaker Session to begin at 9:00 AM with 
Business Meeting to follow at 2:45 PM

Annual Awards Banquet featuring Bruce Rainnie & Boomer Gallant
Reception:  6 PM   Banquet:  7 PM

To register for the daytime session or for evening tickets 
please contact Karen at (902) 892-6551 or karen@peipotato.org
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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

Good day to all again.  Time really flies when we would like to see it slow down a little 
and it is hard to imagine that the harvest is just days away as I write this report.  It seems 
like we were only planting the crop and hoping for a good growing season.

The season has certainly been a bizarre one on our Island.  The rainfall didn’t cooperate 
with many of us and it appears that we will harvest an average crop.  It is my hope that 
quality will make up for the shortfall in yield.

I am very pleased to be able to say that despite the lack of rain, our industry has seen some great things happen.  
We had some events like Open Farm Day, 4Rs Field Demonstration Trial tailgate meetings, meetings with our Federal 
Minister of Agriculture and the President of CFIA, and we look forward to being the title sponsor for Farm Day in the City 
on October 2nd.

As growers, we understand the importance of our industry to our provincial economy and the contributions that 
are made to make our province a wonderful place to live.  As Chairman, I am especially proud of Robert Irving and 
Cavendish Farms for the recent million dollar contribution to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, our main acute care hospital.  
Mr. Irving’s generosity will benefit not only those involved in the potato industry but all Islanders who use this hospital.  
It is unfortunate that there are those in this province who criticize his kindness – may these same people never need to 
use the services of the QEH.

Our industry is sorry about the devastating fire Green Diamond experienced 
at the end of August and although it will take time to rebuild, we are amazed 
at how quickly they were able to continue serving the agricultural industry in 
their temporary location.  We wish them all the best as they re-establish their 
presence in Summerside.

We all experience times of loss in our life and on behalf of our staff and 
growers, I want to express condolences to those in our industry who have lost 
loved ones this summer.  We have people who impact our industry in many 
ways through activities such as sales, adopting and sharing innovations or 
being dedicated potato farmers and stewards of the land.  I thank the families of 
those remembered in our “In Memoriam” section for providing the information 
so that we could recognize their loved ones’ achievements and contributions 
to the development of the PEI potato industry.

As I wrap up this report, I want to wish each and every one in our industry 
a safe and rewarding harvest and leave you with these very appropriate and 
wise words of President John F Kennedy: “Our farmers deserve praise, NOT 
condemnation; and their efficiency should be a cause for gratitude, NOT 
something for which they are penalized.”
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Meeting with the Federal 
Minister of Agriculture

The Potato Board executive had the opportunity to 
meet with federal Minister of Agriculture Lawrence 
MacAulay on July 31.  This was our second meeting with 
the Minister and we followed up on several items raised 
at the first meeting back on December 21, 2015.  Those 
included concerns regarding the pending removal of the 
moratorium on cost recovery fees, the need to continue 
the current level of cost sharing for research priorities via 
the New Policy Framework, and the work of the Task Force 
on Seed Potato Tuber Quality Monitoring.   

We spent most of our time at the August meeting on 
the need to access new markets for Canadian potatoes, 
and address situations where we have lost markets or 
suffered significant decreases in volumes as a result of 
Canada negotiating less favourable terms in free trade 
agreements than is the case for other countries, notably 

the United States.

The PEI Potato Board was very encouraged by Minister 
MacAulay’s interest in this topic, and will continue to seek 
progress in this important area.

Meeting with the President of CFIA
On August 9th, the Board executive, along with former 

chairman Gary Linkletter, met with CFIA President Bruce 
Archibald, two Agency Vice Presidents and several other 
key staff members to discuss issues of importance.  Not 
surprisingly, cost recovery was a key item, along with the 
need for additional CFIA resources for Plant Health and 
the Potato Section, as well as local CFIA Operations.  We 
also discussed the cost of testing to meet export market 
requirements (particularly on seed potatoes), the work of 
the Task Force on Seed Potato Tuber Quality Monitoring 
and other issues.

The discussions with Dr. Archibald and his team were 
productive, and the Board is continuing to follow up with 
CFIA on several of these issues.            

Potato BoaRD News

Board staff (left to right) Karen Martin, Kendra Mills and 
Debbie Hirst, Board Chair Alex Docherty and Board GM 
Greg Donald serve up snack size samples of potato dishes to 
patrons at Red Shores Racetrack in Charlottetown.  This was 
part of PEI Seafood and Potato Night at the Races carried 
out in conjunction with the PEI Department of Agriculture & 
Fisheries as part of  2016 Old Home Week celebrations.



Prince Edward Island Potato NewsSeptember/October 2016 7

Assistant Deputy Ministers Visit PEI
The Assistant Deputy Minister of Agriculture & 

Agri-Food Canada’s Science & Technology Branch 
Dr. Brian Gray was in PEI in August.  He  and local 
AAFC staff members Dr. Eric van Bochove, Dr. Mark 
Grimmett,  Jake Eelman and Carl Dubeau met with 
General Manager Greg Donald, Assistant General 
Manager Brenda Simmons and Seed Coordinator 
Mary Kay Sonier.

A topic discussed during the meeting was  
future Growing  Forward 3 programs, and the 
industry was strongly encouraged to provide 
direct feedback using all available mechanisms 
including responding to surveys, via the website, 
consultation meetings etc.  

Dr. Gray also spoke about the rebuilding of 
capacity at federal research centres. We have 
seen  this in the recent addition of scientists at both 
Charlottetown and Fredericton Research Centres.

Board staff provided the input that there is a lot of 
opportunity still for engagement with the industry and 
that we are very interested in the international work 
that AAFC is involved in and how Canada can better link 
international research efforts and trade.

The following week, Board staff had the opportunity 
to meet with Fred Gorrell, Assistant Deputy Minister for 
AAFC’s Market and Industry Services Branch (MISB).  He 
was accompanied by Heath Coles of the local MISB office 
and Board staff were joined by Rod MacNeill of West Isle 
Enterprises Ltd.

Topics discussed included tariffs on Canadian potatoes 
moving into various export markets and the disparity 
between those and tariffs on imports from some of our 
competitors in these same markets. We also discussed  the 
time lag on approvals for AgriMarketing projects and the 
problems this causes for initiatives like Potatoes Canada 
with regard to continuity and being able to complete 
activities.  The ADM emphasized that it is very important 
to have export countries prioritized on a national basis by 
the Canadian potato sector as much as possible.

Mission From Thailand Visits PEI
On September 14,  Greg Donald, GM of the PEI Potato 
Board and representatives of Monaghan Farms  were 
pleased to host a visit from the Ambassador of Thailand  

to Canada, His Excellency  Vijavat Isarabhakdi and a group 
of his associates.  The group was in PEI during the week 
of September 12 visiting a number of businesses and 
provincial government officials as well as representatives 
from UPEI.  Thailand is an important market for PEI 
Potatoes.

Terry Curley  of Monaghan Farms describes warehouse operations to a 
group visiting PEI from Thailand led by the Ambassador of Thailand to 
Canada His Excellency Vijavat Isarabhakdi.
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Visit to PEI by PMRA Staff
Mary Frances Wright, newly appointed  to the position 

of Director, Tobacco and Pesticide Program with Health 
Canada visited the Island in August to meet with some 
producers and to gain an appreciation of issues with PMRA 
that affect the potato industry.  

A conversation with William Visser of Gerrit Visser & 
Sons in Orwell and a tour of the packing shed provided 
an indication of the scale of potato production and the 
complexity of marketing channels.  The difficulties posed  
by the different length of time for product registration in 
Canda and the US was also discussed and the need for 
joint registations highlighted.

A visit  to an early potato field with major wireworm 
damage gave Ms. Wright an appreciation for the 
devastation that this pest can cause, and the lack of 
markets for affected product.

It is valuable to be able to share our industry concerns 
first hand with people in government positions and to 
show them how their decisions affect the industry on the 
ground.

Tate’s Appearance at Matt & Amy Ramsay’s 
Wedding Spreads Across Internet

When Matthew Ramsay, Manager of Fox Island Elite 
Seed Farm, and his wife-to-be Amy Gaudette made the 
request to set up a tent at Fox Island for the reception and, 
as an afterthought, if they could borrow Tate to amuse the 
kids, they never thought it would cause such a stir.  

As many couples do, they posted photos of the 
wedding reception to Facebook, including some with 
Tate.  It first made the local CBC website and from there 
was picked up nationally.  The next thing they knew, it had 
appeared on the Time Magazine, Cosmopolitan Magazine 
and New York Magazine websites, and Matt was fielding 
media calls from as far away as British Columbia.  

Everybody loves a happy, quirky story, especially 
one involving love and PEI Potatoes.  We extend our 
congratulations and best wishes to Matt and Amy on their 
wedding.

Mary Frances Wright, Director, Tobacco and Pesticide 
Program, Health Canada and Delly Keen, PMRA, PEI, visit 
with grower William Visser of Gerrit Visser & Sons in Orwell, 
PEI.
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CPMa town Hall in PeI
by Kendra Mills, Marketing Director

The Canadian Produce Marketing Association held its 
annual Town Hall in Tracadie, PEI this year on August 9th.  
PEI Potatoes had a key role in supporting this meeting, and 
it was a success due to strong Atlantic Canadian support 
from the produce industry. There were representatives in 
attendance from all backgrounds, with the intent to have 
an open dialogue on the topics of innovation, growth and 
the future of our industry. 

The room was full, but of particular interest was the 
presence of the Federal Minister of Agriculture, Lawrence 
MacAulay, the Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Alan 
McIsaac, MP Wayne Easter, and Chef Michael Smith, all 
listening to the thoughts of the room, and providing input 
from their perspectives. 

Afterwards, we had a BBQ with about 200 of our friends 
from industry and the Island which kicked off with a chef 
demo with Chef Michael Smith talking about the CPMA’s 
consumption program “Half Your Plate”.  This program  
encourages Canadians to fill half their plate with fruits and 
vegetables. This also generated media attention and the 
story was picked up on CBC PEI. 

PEI Potatoes also had the benefit of being able to 
take the invited guests to Rollo Bay Holdings and tour the 

packing shed, go into a potato field, and have lunch right 
on the farm – an invaluable experience for the industry 
attendees, including large retailers from across Canada. 
Thanks to the Keenan Family and all the staff at Rollo Bay 
for making the tour such a success!

A good crowd gathered in Tracadie, PEI for the CPMA Town Hall Meeting and BBQ on August 9, 2016.

Lawrence MacAulay, Federal Minister of Agriculture, with 
the help of an audience member, takes instructions from Chef 
Michael Smith on cooking PEI Potatoes.  Photo:  CPMA.
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Grocery shoppers got quite an eyeful at the Atlantic Superstore in 
Charlottetown on Thursday, September 22, the first day of fall.

About 140,000 pounds of spuds — which the PEI Potato Board is calling the 
largest display of potatoes ever assembled — were piled up outside the store.

The grocery store, in partnership with Garden Isle Farms, had 7,000 twenty 
pound bags of potatoes for sale for $2, with proceeds of each bag being donated 
to support childhood hunger programs on PEI.  As well, any unsold product will 
be donated to local Island food banks.

Greg Donald, General Manager of the Potato Board, said PEI used to hold the 
“unofficial” record for the largest potato retail display, but the record was broken 
in 2012 by a retailer in Washington State.  “Now the title is back here in PEI where 
it should be,” he said.

“Innovative displays are a great way to bring consumer focus to our product, 
especially as we head into harvest season and leading up to major holidays such 
as Thankgiving and Christmas which are traditionally big potato sale periods,” 
says PEI Potato Board Marketing Director Kendra Mills.  The Board supports 
its dealers with promotional efforts and works to build the PEI brand.  It also 
communicates directly with a sizeable database of consumers and provides 
monthly e-newletters that provide recipes and cooking information as well as 
a new effort to direct consumers to where they can buy PEI Potatoes.  Displays 
like this are a great example of cooperation between growers, dealers and 
retailers to market potatoes, which are a leader in sales in the produce section, 
to consumers.

The 2016/17 shipping season is off to a good start!

Largest Display of Potatoes ever!
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asociación Latinoamericana de la Papa 
a Potatoes Canada activity

ALAP, the Latin American Potato Association, was 
formed in 1977 and holds conferences every two years that 
are hosted by one of the countries in Central and South 
America.  The 2016 conference was held in Panama City, 
Panama from August 22 – 24.  A late blight symposium 
and a field day were also held in conjunction with the 
2016 meeting.  Over 250 growers, researchers, extension 
specialists and other industry members attended the 
conference and trade show, and Potatoes Canada was 
pleased to participate.

Potatoes Canada, which promotes Canadian seed, 
tablestock and fresh for processing potatoes in export 
markets, consists of the PEI Potato Board, Potatoes New 
Brunswick and Potato Growers of Alberta.   With funding 
support from Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada’s Agri-
Marketing Program, the member organizations and in 
some cases, provincial governments, Potatoes Canada 
identifies opportunities such as incoming and outgoing 
missions, participates in trade shows, provides an online 
presence, conducts outreach via email, follows up on 
on-line inquiries about Canadian potatoes and provides 
market research and trade information to potato export 
companies to help maintain and expand markets for our 
potatoes.  

The ALAP conference was chosen as the major event 

in 2016, and the Potatoes Canada delegation included 
Brenda Simmons (replacing Ellen Larsen-Kouwenberg 
as the coordinator for the delegation), Phil Enserink 
(PEI), Brian and Andrew Adams (New Brunswick) and 

Phil Bakker (Alberta).   In addition to 
staffing the Potatoes Canada booth 
and attending technical presentations 
at the conference, the delegation also 
held two important outside meetings.  
While in Panama, the delegation visited 
the Canadian Embassy and met with 
the Canadian Ambassador to Panama 
Karine Asselin and Trade Commissioner 
Luis Cedeno.  That meeting provided 
excellent information on Panama, 
Canadian-Panamian trade, and specific 
information on the importation of 
potatoes into Panama.   The group also 
travelled to the Panamanian Ministry of 
Agriculture and met with officials there 
regarding the import standards for 
potatoes.  

Once back in Canada, Potatoes 
Canada contract staff follow up with 

Potatoes Canada representatives (right to left) Phil Bakker, AB, Phil Enserink, PEI, 
Brian Adams, NB, Andrew Adams, NB and Brenda Simmons, Potatoes Canada 
Project representative met at the Canadian Embassy in Panama with Canadian 
Ambassador Karine Asselin and Trade Commissioner Luis Cedeno.

The Canadian representatives at the Potatoes Canada 
booth had a surprise visit from traditional Panamanian 
characters who were accompanying the Panamian Minister 
of Agriculture on his tour of the trade show and conference.
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international contacts made during the meeting to 
provide information on Canadian potatoes and export 
companies available to serve those markets.  Contacts will 
also be added to the database to receive future Potatoes 
Canada e-newsletters.

Information obtained during the Panama mission will 
be shared with provincial member organizations and their 
exporters, and direction will be sought regarding future 
initiatives.   The next ALAP conference will be held in 2018, 
with the location to be finalized in the coming months.

Sponsors of the Potatoes Canada AgriMarketing 
Project include:

POTATOES  • POMMES DE TERRE
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

October 2016
Oct 14-16 PMA Fresh Summit
  Orlando, Florida

Oct 31 - Nov 3 North American Plant Protection
  Organization (NAPPO) 40th   
  Annual Meeting
  Montreal, QC 
  
November 2016

Nov  2-13 Royal Agricultural Winter Fair
  Toronto, ON

Nov  10  PMANA Fall Meeting 
  Las Vegas, NV

Nov  14  Canadian Seed Potato Sub-  
  Committee Meeting
  Washington, DC

Nov 14  Canadian Potato Council Meeting 
  Washington DC

Nov  15  Canada/USA Potato Committe  
  Meeting 
  Washington DC

Nov 17  Atlantic Soils - Digging into Soil  
  Health Conference
  Moncton, NB

Nov 18  PEI Potato Board AGM 
  Delta Prince Edward, Charlottetown, PE

Nov 30   Potato Association of America 
  Seed Certification Section Meeting 
  Washington, D.C.

January 2017

Jan 4  United Potato Business Summit 
  San Francisco, CA

Jan 4-6  NPC Potato Expo 2016 
  San Francisco, CA
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Open Farm Day
Three potato farms opened their doors  to the public 

on September 18 - Open Farm Day 2016.  A big thanks to 
the Potts family of Argyle Shore, the Keenans of Rollo Bay 
Holdings and the Hogg family of Klondike Farms who took 
time out from harvest preparations to get ready to help 
educate visitors about modern potato production on PEI.

A few highlights from the Klondike Farms visit follow:  
the tour started with equipment on display in front of the 
warehouse including a new self propelled sprayer from 
Green Diamond Equipmment and a combine and a grain 
truck, both proving popular photo op backgrounds for 
the kids.  On entering the warehouse, visitors were met by 
the Hoggs and shown a bin piler ready for use to transfer 
potatoes from harvest trucks to the warehouse, a variety 
display and then a well laid out series of equipment so that 
people could see how potatoes are handled for washing 
and loading into tote bags or directly into trucks.   A video 
station showed a video prepared by neighbours which 
captured a full potato growing season on the farm.  Baked 
potatoes were supplied by the W.P Griffin Potato Baking 
Station and were a nice treat on a rainy day.  Visitors also 
had fun posing with our mascot Tate for photos.  Overall, 
the day was a success with over 200 visitors coming 
through the door.    The PEI Potato Board is pleased to 
help participating growers with preparation help and 
promotional items for events such as Open Farm Day.

The next opportunity to engage with the public will be 
Farm Day in the City on October 2 in Charlottetown.  The 

Visits to Potato Farms

Clockwise from top right:  The map started by staff of Klondike Farms to show where the potatoes they were grading were going 
surprised visitors with the wide range of global markets for PEI potatoes; well laid out stations at Klondike Farms displayed 
potato varieties and the various pieces of machinery used to wash, grade, move and pack potatoes; Board staff Debbie Hirst 
and Karen Martin helped visitors to baked potatoes suplied by W.P. Griffin’s potato baking station; examples of other crops 
used in a potato rotation were also display and generated lots of questions.
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PEI Potato Growers are the title sponsor this year and will 
have significant booth space and opportunites for farmers 
to answer questions on potato farming on PEI.

Grade 3 Visit to Rollo Bay
On a sunny September day, Rollo Bay Holdings just outside 
Souris had a visit from a Montague Consolidated School 
Grade 3 class.  The kids joined potato farmer Alvin Keenan 
out in the field where he explained how they grow and 
harvest potatoes.  Alvin said “When I showed them how to 
find potatoes in the row, they got very excited and when 
they asked if they could take some home, and I said yes, 
they really had fun. “  The visit was very enjoyable and Alvin 
said he hopes to have the privilege of hosting a school 
group again.  The kids were full of questions:

How do you become a farmer?•	

What time of day do you start?•	

Where is the barn? •	

How many potatoes can you eat?•	

How big does a potato get?•	

Hosting farm tours and sponsoring the Spuds in Tubs 
program in the schools are great ways to engage youth in 
learning about potato production in PEI.

Grade 3 students from Montague visit Rollo Bay Farms in 
early September to learn about life on a potato farm.

www.phillipsagri.ca

Phone: 902-892-1275

  Only authorized Dupont Pioneer rep for PEI

  Your source for industry leading 
 Pioneer brand Corn, Soybean, Alfalfa

  Quality Forage Seed and Cover Crop Seed

Wireworm control options 
including seed treatments 

and cover crops.

SERVICES

143142.a
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This newsletter brings the Department’s view from 
a different angle this month.  Our Potato Industry 
Coordinator, Brian Beaton, has been granted a one year 
leave from his position to pursue an opportunity in the 
private sector.  We have started the staffing process 
to backfill his position, and I hope by the time the next 
Potato News article is due we will have a new face in that 
position.  As you are all no doubt aware, Brian has been 
an invaluable resource to the Department, the Board, and 
the many growers he visits.

Industry Consultations for the Next Policy Framework 
/ Funding Agreement

Much of my role focuses around the delivery of the 
Growing Forward 2 funding programs to industry.  
Through this federal-provincial funding agreement, now 

in its fourth year of a five year agreement, we have been 
able to contribute in a positive way to the agriculture 
industry on PEI.  We have supported numerous industry 
led and individual initiatives, many of those within the 
potato sector.

As we prepare to enter the final year of the five (5) year 
federal-provincial agreement, we are in an evaluation 
phase and have begun industry consultations to get your 
input on our next round of programming and funding.  If 
you have ideas on areas where there might be a gap in 
funding, or if you have thoughts on how the next round 
of funding can benefit your sector, we welcome your 
input.  Don’t hesitate to contact your Board or myself at 
(902)368-4815 if you have suggestions or input for future 
programming.

An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Lynda MacSwain, Manager, Industry Development, PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND SEED POTATOES
Nuclear to Certifi ed Class Seed of Over 30 Varieties

Post Harvest Laboratory Test Results Available

“Quality Seed From Quality Growers”    

Prince Edward Island Potato Board, 90 Hillstrom Avenue, Charlottetown, PEI, Canada, C1E 2C6
Tel: (902) 892-6551          Fax: (902) 566-4914          Website:  www.peipotato.org

POTATOES  • POMMES DE TERRE
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Uruguay, tucked away in South America, is a land of  
temperate climate, warm people and a large agriculture 
industry.  It is a small country, but it is well known to PEI 
potato growers who have been shipping quality seed 
potatoes to Uruguay for over 50 years.

A central figure in this potato trade has been Eduardo 
Faccennini and we were very sorry to learn of his death in 
late July of 2016.  

Born in 1944, Eduardo was the eldest of four siblings, 
and grew up in the outskirts of Buenos Aires, where his 
grandfather had settled after immigrating from Italy in 
the early 1900’s. He started working at a very young age in 
the family business which consisted of a coal distributing 
facility and fresh potato commerce. He had many mentors 
through the years whom he met in the central market 
in Buenos Aires.  A Mr. Hernandez saw potential in him 
and took him to PEI for the first time around 45 years 
ago. Although he had many business interests, potato 
commerce was always the mainstay.  By age forty, his name 
was very well known in the potato world and he exported 
potatoes all over South America from Canada, USA and 
Europe, dealing in ships at a time and always innovating.

When he was 45, following a divorce, Eduardo moved 
to Uruguay, a country which he frequented for business at 
the time, remarried and began a fresh start in Montevideo.  
Here he continued his association with people in PEI.

“Our father started doing business with Eduardo over 
30 years ago.  He was a great supporter of PEI seed potatoes 
being planted in Uruguay and has been a great face for 
our product in that country,” says Melis Visser of Martin 
Visser and Sons in Victoria.   “We have travelled back and 
forth many times,” continues Visser,  “and it was always a 
pleasure to see him come through our door every summer 
to check the potatoes that would be headed for Uruguay.  
Eduardo would always come in with his standard greeting 
of “Hello my friend”, followed by a big hug.”

Allan Parker, former manager of the PEI Fox Island 
Elite Seed Potato Farm considered Eduardo one of his best 
friends. He comments, “We worked together to introduce 
the Shepody variety to Argentina.  When I was at Fox Island 
I welcomed Eduardo and his colleagues from Uruguay and 
Argentina many times and established other wonderful 
friendships which I still maintain.”  

Rod MacNeill of West Isle Enterprises has spent his 
career in export sales of PEI potatoes and remembers 
Eduardo well.  “Eduardo was our agent for Argentina and 
Uruguay when I worked with PEI Produce and Gulf Produce.  
He was a true gentleman and a great promoter of the P.E.I. 
potato industry.  Eduardo was my mentor for international 
sales and we spent a great deal of time together in South 
America in the 80’s with great memories.  Another truly 
great character who has played a big role in PEI potato 
export.”

Tireless, at age 66 Eduardo partnered with HZPC (with 
whom he already had a long relationship) to establish 
HZPC America Latina, company based in Buenos Aires.  
He was the founder of the company and was President of 
HZPC Latina America until just before his death. 

Eduardo taught himself the ways of business through 
observation, and his generosity, humbleness and kindness 
were his presentation cards. He enjoyed good food and 
good wine, and people were always drawn to him for 
his charisma. His personal anthem was Frank Sinatra’s 
“My Way” and his life’s motto was “It’s never easy, but it’s 
always possible”. Eduardo had two daughters from his first 
marriage and three sons from his second.  He introduced 
his sons, Franco, Guido and Emiliano, to PEI and they 
plan to continue working with the company he founded: 

eduardo Faccennini

In Memorium
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Esfatrade Organization Worldwide.  Eduardo believed in 
family and one’s own strength to succeed in life. His family 
is proud of the life he lived; he did what he set out to do. 

They seek to honor his life by continuing what he built 
out of scratch and extend it beyond what he ever dared 
to dream. 

elmer Larsen
Elmer was born in Cape Traverse on January 29, 1935 

to Marius and Nellie Larsen.  He lived with his parents and 
five siblings on a mixed farm in Cape Traverse which his 
father had purchased within a few years of arriving to PEI 
from Denmark.  The quality of the land on the farm at that 
time was so poor, neighbours would say that “a rabbit 
would need to pack a lunch before crossing over the land 
on the Bradford Road.”  Years of hard work would change 
that.

 Like many farm boys, Elmer didn’t like school but he 
put his all into everything he did and recognized the value 
of education in all forms.  As a child, he left school for up 
to two months each spring to plant crops and again, in 
the fall, for the harvest.  If he wasn’t helping on his own 
farm, he helped at others.  When he was eight years old 
he spent two weeks living and working for another farmer, 
threshing grain for long hours every day.  Despite so much 
time spent away from school, Elmer, the son of a Danish 
immigrant, had the second highest mark in his class and 
the third highest mark in all the Maritimes when he wrote 
the “Maritime Board Examinations” required for all grade 8 
students.  But grade 8 is all a farmer needed in those days 
and he felt some of the best education didn’t necessarily 
come from a classroom. 

Elmer lost his mother to cancer when he was 23. In 
June of 1960, he married Roma and less than three weeks 
later, tragedy struck when a severe lightning storm killed 
his 16 year old brother, Carl. His father would die in a car 
accident 9 years later.

As a result of these losses, Elmer and Roma took on the 
family farm alone, continuing to expand the farm and their 
family, raising 5 sons and 4 daughters. He grew seed and 
table potatoes, various cereal crops, and expanded the hog 
and beef operation.  Elmer learned from his mother and 
father the importance of helping others.  He was often the 
first to show up on a doorstep to help a struggling farmer 
or neighbour, whatever the situation might be, providing 
lumber and labour for the church expansion, volunteering 
as a school trustee, fundraising in times of fire, sickness 
and tragedy in the community, lending equipment and 
help to other farms in time of need. 

Elmer belonged to many farming organizations 
over the years.  He was a director of the PEI Federation 

of Agriculture for six years (1985-1991),  the PEI Potato 
Producers Association (1989-1992), the PEI Potato Board 
(1992-1995), and a Director of Garden Province Meats 
(1990-93).    He took the best care of  his livestock and crops 
and believed that if you took care and invested in your soil 
it would give the best return back to you. In 1993, he was 
presented with the PEI Soil and Crop Improvement Award 
for best farming practices.  

Elmer believed in the 4-H motto “Learn to do by doing” 
and when a 4-H club started up in the area, readily became 
a leader, teaching projects, hosting meetings, hosting 
members from almost every province in Canada.  Always 
interested in learning from what was happening in the 
international agricultural community, he participated in 
Agriculture tours to Scotland and England, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Mexico to name a few, as well as throughout 
Canada and the USA.

You always knew where you stood with Elmer.  The 
strong will that he possessed allowed him to speak up 
when he felt that farmers or neighbours were not being 
treated in a fair and just manner.  One particular message 
of condolence described Elmer well:  “….Elmer was always a 
keen participant at potato meetings and brought colourful 
discussion to the table. I always appreciated what he stood 
for, especially the values of the family farm”.

Elmer leaves behind his wife of 56 years, Roma, 
along with nine children (Donald, David, Arlene, James, 
Janet, Peter, Ellen, Lorne and Beth) and their spouses, 26 
grandchildren and one great grandchild.  He also leaves 
within the hearts of these next generations, a legacy…of 
hard work, generosity, charitable neighbourliness, family 
devotion and love of the land.  He will be missed.
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The PEI Potato Board was saddened to learn of the 
death of industry pioneer Don MacKenzie on September 
10, 2016.  Don was in his 90th year.  Donald N. MacKenzie’s 
name is associated with good farming practices and quality 
potatoes for the domestic and export market.

His father was a farmer in a small PEI farming community 
and Don worked his summers with another farmer – H. B. 
Willis. After graduation from Prince of Wales College and 
spending two years at McGill University in Montreal, the lure 
of farming brought him back home to work.  Don became a 
partner in H. B. Willis Inc. in 1952.  In 1953 it was decided 
that H. B. Willis Inc. would expand its operation in western 
PEI and Don moved with his family to O’Leary to oversee the 
expansion and run the operation. In 1969, Elm Farms Inc., an 

associate company of H. B. 
Willis Inc. was formed with 
Don as President and major 
shareholder.  Don was not 
only involved with the North 
American market, but the 
export market as well, which 
required him to visit many 
countries in the Caribbean, 
South America, Europe and 
North Africa promoting and 
selling Prince Edward Island 
potatoes.

Many ideas and systems for improving the capacity 
and quality of the potato industry are attributed to Don 
MacKenzie. Some examples include the double spool potato 
sizer, the first I00Ib bagger on PEI and the introduction of 
the method of using tags to accurately count potatoes being 

loaded on ships.  He pioneered packing 
seed potatoes in wooden crates rather 
than barrels for export and running early 
experiments with “Green Sprouting”.  
He worked with Allan Potato Handling 
Equipment to design a new loading device 
for loading potatoes in bad weather. 

Don was a dealer representative for 
many years on the PEI Potato Marketing 
Board, Co-Founder and Co-Chair of 
Potatoes Canada, Chairman of the PEI 
Dealers Association, member of Ports 
and Harbours Advisory Committee 
for Transport Canada, and Director of 
the Atlantic Provinces Transportation 
Committee.  He was one of the early 
promoters of the PEI potato industry 
hosting the 65th annual meeting of the 
Potato Association of America.

Don was inducted into the  Potato 
Hall of Fame in the Prince Edward Island 
Potato Museum in 2000, recieved the 
Potato Industry Recognition Award in 
2005 as presented by the PEI Potato 
Board and was inducted into the Atlantic 
Agricultural Hall of Fame in 2008.

Don and his wife Marion were named 
citizens of the year by the O’Leary Potato 
Blossom Festival Board in 1993.  Together, 
they raised three children, Heather, Janet 
and Margaret.

Don MacKenzie
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Visitors to  AAFC Harrington Research Farm on Thursday, September 8 were treated 
to a display of a wide range of new breeding lines of potatoes that are being evaluated for 
commercial production potential.  The Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada potato breeding 
program, headquartered in Fredericton, NB, trials its new lines at seven sites across the 
country.  As breeder Dr. Benoit Bizimungu says, “It is important to trial varieties in various 
locations, as one which we may discard as unsuitable in the Atlantic region may perform 
much better under growing conditions in Ontario or the prairies.”  These trials give 
local growers a chance to see how the lines perform under their local soil and climate 
conditions.  AAFC is working to become more closely aligned with industry to make sure 
the goals of their breeding program match the needs of the commercial industry.  New 
lines are being evaluated for processing into chips and french fries as well as fresh market 
purposes.  New and established lines are also being evaluated at the research farm for 
their potential under an organic production system.

Harrington Research Farm is also the site for the PEI Variety Evaluation Trial which is 
a part of the Canadian Horticultural Council Potato Research cluster funded jointly by 

industry and Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada.  This trial evaluates 
new lines from various breeding programs that have recently 
reached the stage of commercial production in Canada or are in 
the last stages of evaluation before being released for commercial 
purposes. These are one step closer to the grower than the lines 
being looked at in the AAFC trials described above.  If a grower sees 
something of interest in this trial, he will, in most cases, be able to 
access seed to try it on the home farm.

Potato breeding and variety development is a full process 
that requires involvement from research scientists, growers and 
commercial industry representatives all along the way.

Research tours and Variety Days
AAFC & PEI Potato Board Variety Trial Tour

4R Nutrient Stewardship Farm Tour & Tailgate Meetings
On September 8th, 9th, and 12th, the Prince Edward 

Island 4R Farm Tours and Tailgate Meetings brought 
together growers, certified crop advisors, agri-retail 
staff, government officials, and researchers to discuss 4R 
Nutrient Stewardship practices on commercial farming 
operations on the Island. 

Steve Watts (Genesis Crop Systems Inc.) has worked 
with Fertilizer Canada to coordinate the 4R Demonstration 
Farms on Prince Edward Island since 2013. Ten potato 
farms across PEI are participating in the 4R Demonstration 
project this year, implementing 4R best management 
practices to ensure fertilizer is applied from the Right 
Source at the Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place ®. 
Three farms were showcased in the 4R Tailgate tours this 
summer, demonstrating how 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
practices can be integrated into commercial farming 
operations to achieve economic, environmental, and social 

Dr. David Burton from Dalhousie Agricultural Campus 
speaks to the group at the 4R tailgate meeting held at Island 
Holdings.



Cavendish Farms Research Day

goals through improved nutrient management practices.

The Tailgate Meeting agenda included:

Overview of PEI 4R Demonstration Trials (Steve •	
Watts, Genesis Crop Systems Inc.)

Demonstration and Results from Green House Gas •	
(GHG) / Soil Nitrate Monitoring Equipment (Dr. 
David Burton, Dalhousie University)

Review of BMPs for Fall Management of Sod / NO3 •	
Behaviour (Dr. John MacLeod, ret. AAFC Research 
Scientist)

Overview of PEI Soil Health Project (Kyra Stiles, PEI •	

Dept. Agriculture & Fisheries)

Demonstration of QuadCopter Drone for •	
Monitoring Crop Health (Evan MacDonald, Island 
Imagery Services)

Between the three events, 87 people attended the 
4R Farm Tours and Tailgate meetings on PEI this year. 
The tours offered an opportunity for discussion on how 
4R Nutrient Stewardship practices can help increase the 
economic return and reduce the environmental impact 
of potato production on the Island. Results from the 4R 
Demonstration Farms on PEI will be shared on Fertilizer 
Canada’s website upon completion. 

Cavendish Farms Research Scientist Zenaida Ganga describes 
trial method and  purpose to attendees at Cavendish Farms 
Research Field Day.

Have You Heard from  
Your Advisor Lately?

When the markets turn volatile as they have, even 
the most patient investors may come to question 
the wisdom of their investment plan. We would be 
pleased to put our years of experience and knowledge 
to work for you.

Earl Pickard, CIM
Investment Advisor

Deneen Ferguson
Client Associate

Karen Pickard
Administrative Assistant

Dale Turner
Associate Investment Advisor

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC 
and a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry 
Regulatory Organization of Canada.

Pickard Financial Management Group
119 Kent Street, Suite 400, Charlottetown, PE C1A 1N3

902 892-4231 • 1 800 207-0231

Cavendish Farms held its annual research field day on 
Tuesday, September 6th at their research farm in New 
Annan.  Led by Dr. Zenaida Ganga, the Cavendish research 
team conducts a large number of trials each year aimed at 
improving potato yield and quality.   

Among the trials under evaluation this year:

Evaluating insecticides and crop rotation for effect •	
on wireworm populations and damage;

Fresh market and processing variety evaluation;•	

Evaluation of foliar fertilizer products;•	

Evaluation of products impacting physiological age •	
of seed;

Management trials using various new processing •	
varieties.

Comparing different generations of seed for •	
resulting yield and quality;

Full results of the trials will be shared at their spring 
Research Forum.
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Fox Island 
what is new in varieties?

YELLOW FLESH

We have been growing a few specialty varieties, both 
old and new, for market garden and early growers.

Currently available for spring 2017:
All Blue - late season variety with dark blue skin and 

purple flesh.  Stays a good colour after cooking.
Caribe - early, high yielding variety, bright purple skin 

and creamy white flesh.
Eramosa - very early round white variety.  Excellent 

taste.
Jemseg - hard to beat for getting first to market in the 

spring, round white.
Lumpers - an old Irish variety, round white.

Available in 2018:
Adirondack Red and Adirondack Blue - two novelty 

varieties from the New York breeding program.  As the 
names suggest these varieties have coloured skin and 
coloured flesh.

Warba - a first early very popular in British Columbia 
- deep eyes, yellow skin with splashes of pink and  creamy 
flesh.

From the AAFC breeding program - exclusive rights for 
PEI growers for further evaluation:

AR2014-09 - good set of smooth small to medium size 
tubers.  Yellow skin with splashes of pink.

AR2014-11 - red skin, white flesh, round tubers.  Has 
demonstrated excellent yield potential in trials.

SPECIALTY

Yukon Gem is another PVMI variety that has been 
grown on the Island in commercial fields for several years 
now.  It is a competitor for the Yukon Gold variety and has 
been appealing to growers because it produces higher 
yields than Yukon Gold and is resistant to PVY, common 
scab, tuber blight (early and late), net necrosis, blackspot 
and shatter bruise.

Local grower comments:  Good potential pay yield and 
good resistance to scab.  Bit of flake on skin under some 
conditions.

Seed is available from Fox Island for the spring of 2017.

Yukon Nugget is another yellow flesh variety with pink 
eyes from PVMI.  The management information states that 
it has a slightly better yield and better size profile than 
Yukon Gold, resulting in fewer hollow heart issues.  It is 
recommended to use the same spacing as for Yukon Gold 
but fertility information was limited.  

A small volume of local seed will be available from Fox 
Island for the spring of 2017.

Last issue we featured some of the new russet varieties 
that we are propagating at Fox Island Elite Seed Farm.  This 
issue we describe below some of the yellow and specialty 
varieties we are bulking up as well.
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2016 entered seed acreage*

The numbers for “Accepted Acres” will be out in October, 
but the entered number gives us an idea of changes in 
seed acreage from year to year.   Both Shepody and Russet 
Burbank acreage have gone up  and down in recent years 
largely depending on available seed, seed demand and 
contract acreage the previous year.    Kennebec and Atlantic 
acreage has, not surprisingly, decreased as a result of poor 
export sales last year.  Goldrush and Yukon Gold acreages 
have also decreased a bit as growers evaluate new fresh 
market russet and yellow varieties.  

Seed acreage information for many  protected varieties 
is not released for publication.

 *Information provided by the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency as of September 15 each year.  Expressed in acres.

Prince Edward Island

Variety 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Russet Burbank 4,446 3,525 2,225 2,034 2,232

Eva 469 850 1,198 1,302 1,449

Goldrush 2,270 2,223 1,470 1,644 1,369

Shepody 966 798 793 944 706

Ranger Russet 269 306 403 536 624

Kennebec 948 818 504 912 592

Atlantic 827 855 709 624 487

Superior 2,117 998 780 647 412

Innovator 263 331 267 283 404

Norland 343 380 494 382 356

Chieftain 390 222 121 263 290

Dakota Pearl 593 245 170 222 186

Yukon Gold 832 338 303 196 180

Yukon Gem n/a 321 384 202 133

Classic Russet n/a 212 156 187 131

AC Chaleur 813 504 247 220 38

TOTAL ALL VARIETIES 21,169 17,465 17,941 16,629 15,981
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PeI Green Intern

PEI Potato Quality Institute Testing Services
Post Harvest Virus & BRR Testing

PCR testing for Post Harvest is underway.  
Samples can be collected from the field once 
the plant material is dead or during harvest.  

The majority of samples will be collected 
during harvest as potatoes are unloaded 
into the warehouse.  Please contact your 
Provincial Inspector to arrange collection.

To ensure early results by Post Harvest using 
the ELISA method it is important to submit 

samples as early as possible.

Tentative treatment dates are:
Friday, October 7
Friday, October 21

SOIL TESTING NOW AVAILABLE!

PQI is now offering testing services for: 
verticillium wilt• 

nematodes• 
Please ensure that sampes are taken in a 

random pattern across the field.

A minimum 500 g soil sample is required 
for testing.

For further sampling and cost information 
please call Pat or Marilyn 

at 
(902) 368-8378.

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada is one of several 
departments participating in the Youth Green Jobs 
Initiative.  The Agricultural Youth Green Jobs Initiative is 
a part of the Government of Canada’s Youth Employment 
Strategy to provide incentive to industry to offer new 
employment opportunities for youth and to attract 
youth to green jobs within the agriculture and agri-food 
industry.

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board has received 
funding through this program for a Green Intern for a thirty 
week term.  Kayla Nieuwhof joined our team in September 
of 2016 in this position.  During her work term Kayla will be 
responsible for the following:

Evaluate and prepare a report outlining the costs and 1. 
benefits to growers and benefits to the environment 
through grower participation in environmental 
certification schemes using the Linking Environment 
and Farming (LEAF) Program from the UK as an 
example.

Prepare communications and conduct a survey with 2. 
growers who are using the 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
Program principles and the ALUS program to 
determine factors affecting uptake of these programs.  

To also determine how 
participation in these 
programs would fit within 
a broader certification 
scheme such as LEAF 
Marque.

Prepare communication 3. 
pieces on the Potato 
Production Sustainability 
Initiative Program utilized 
by contract processing 
growers.  Determine 
how participation in this 
program could fit within a 
broader certification scheme such as the LEAF Marque 
Program.

 Work on other environmental initiatives of the Potato 4. 
Board as time permits.

Kayla brings a balanced background to this new 
position.  She lives on a PEI potato farm, graduated from 
Dordt College in Iowa in Environmental Studies and works 
seasonally for the Wheatley River Watershed Group.

Kayla Nieuwhof



Prince Edward Island Potato News September/October 201624

Prince Edward Island
Growers and Shippers anticipate average yields as crops 

go to storage in the next two weeks. Size seems to be off 
a bit in the early crop being dug, related to crop stresses 
due to lack of rainfall. There are also some isolated scab 
issues and wireworm damage showing up depending on 
where the crop is grown. Overall quality is good and it is 
hoped the size profile will come into adjustment with the 
later varieties. At time of writing, pricing has been steady 
around $2.90/10lb. FOB P.E.I.  Demand has been good, 
particularly from the U.S. The Island seemed to get a little 
earlier start in the marketplace this year, which has moved 
shipment levels to date a bit higher than one year ago. 
On the fresh side, shippers report that open potatoes are 
hard to find. Processing contracts were up in volume this 
year as well, so it presents an interesting supply dynamic 
as the crop enters storage. It should also be remembered 
that the province imported and packed a significant block 
of surplus New Brunswick potatoes last year, to meet the 
end of their marketing season.

Nova Scotia
The potato crop in Nova Scotia was hit hard by drought 

as well. The Atlantic market usually starts with Valley 
potatoes, however shippers report they are out of the 
market much earlier this year due to a shortage of 
supply.

New Brunswick
The crop was looking above average, but recently 

appears not to be finishing up the way it was expected. 
A couple of hot weeks in August have taken the top off 
yields and expectations have been lowered 5-10 cwt/
acre below what was expected a month ago. Some of 
the highest yielding areas have also received high levels 
of rainfall, creating some quality concerns. Fryers have 
moved on some Shepody lots, processing them out of the 
field rather than risk storage issues. After dockage, some 
yields have been below average. Russet quality looks 
better. Taking into consideration that planted acreage 
was down 2,000 acres in 2016, the outlook for supply has 
changed fairly dramatically in that province. This has fueled 
an active buying campaign in New Brunswick by three 
major fryers: Cavendish, McCain, and Sainte-Arneault, to 
lock down any open spuds while they are still available. 
With the announced expansion of the McCain plant in 
Florenceville, long-term contracts are being offered to 
meet the raw requirements for that new line. It should also 
be noted that fryers have been actively sourcing available 
product in neighbouring Maine as well.

Quebec
Quebec packers report brisk business with very little 

downward pressure on price. This is in sharp contrast 
to one year ago when growers and shippers in Quebec 

UPGC Crop Report and Outlook Going To Harvest 09-20-16
by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, UPGC, Kevin@unitedpotatocanada.com

Call to discuss 
your soil sampling 

needs! 

Erica MacDonald 

902*969*5358 

ecmacdonald@alcanada.com 
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and Ontario met early in the season to try and slow the 
downward spiral. Pricing is at $3.00/10lb for whites and 
$3.50/10lb for colours. Round whites are extremely tight 
and will be cleaning up early, meaning Russets will be 
offered to the retailers on the week of September 29, 
which is almost unheard of. Yields are expected to come 
in at 285cwt/acre, down from last year’s record of 311cwt/
acre.  Quebec shippers have been actively meeting with all 
the major chains to make them aware of the potato supply 
this year and how that differs from 2015-16. Shippers feel 
they may need to slow down orders a bit to ensure product 
lasts to season’s end. Even with the upcoming ad features, 
growers are being paid a fair price and not burdened 
with absorbing the store feature. On the processing side, 
Quebec’s main processor, Sainte-Arneault, is sourcing 
raw product from outside the province to meet its 
commitments. Quebec is in full harvest mode but is being 
challenged by very warm temperatures for storing. 

Ontario
The effect of the hot, dry summer in Ontario is now 

clearly evident in that province. Yields are off substantially 
with producers piling potatoes lower in their warehouses 
to use up the remaining space. It was hoped that a lot 
of the irrigated potatoes in the Alliston area would have 
escaped the damage, but as producers are now storing in 
that area, they find that is not the case. Fresh prices are 
at $2.75/10lb. for whites and $3.00/10lb. for colors. Given 
the supply, there is no downward pressure on price and 
it is anticipated that price will move upward after the 
Thanksgiving market. In terms of processing, the jury is 
still out on whether the chip supply will be adequate to 
meet provincial needs or some product will have to be 
imported.

Manitoba
Manitoba’s potato crop is a situation of feast or famine. 

All of southern Manitoba in the fresh area has had excessive 
rains all summer. Some areas worse than others and those 
are very badly damaged. Some areas with tile drainage 
are having record crops. Harvest is now being hampered 
by the wet conditions. At time of writing, fresh pricing is 
USD$18.00/cwt. for whites and USD$20.00/cwt. for reds. 
Pricing may go to USD$24.00/cwt. for top quality lots. 
Red B’s trade for USD$30.00/cwt. and are in great demand 
as the size profile is large. The biggest factor driving the 
market is the extreme weather and excess moisture in the 
Red River Valley of North Dakota. Five to seven inches of 
rain in the Grand Forks area severely hurt the one small 
area that was the best part of the valley. Also of great 
importance to note is that the Red River Valley is a major 

source of Red seed potatoes. Some reports suggest that 
40-50% of that seed acreage may be lost, creating a major 
shift in red seed sourcing for the 2017 crop. The processing 
crop in Manitoba has had its struggles with late blight 
in mid July. Generally the storage crop looks good and 
harvest progress seems to be better in the processing area 
as well.

Saskatchewan
Harvest progress continues. Temperatures dipped below 

freezing on September 13.

Alberta
In spite of an early start to the growing season this year, 

Alberta may come up short on heat units for the year. There 
was lots of hail damage in the province this year, but most 
potato crops are not hurt. Gravity is quite high on some 
processing varieties. Yields on russets are very average and 
some will be lower – not expected to be a big crop. Harvest 
continues but parts of southern Alberta are very wet and 
a few inches of rain right now would damage a significant 
amount of acres.

British Columbia
BC crop has looked good all year due to the right amount 

of rain and good growing conditions. Not a lot of irrigation 
was needed and temperate conditions have been good for 
crop development. Top killing started early and yields have 
been excellent on the crop dug to date. Russet prices are 
$3.35 for 10lbs., Reds at $4.15, and Yellows at $5.06/10lb.

Summary
As growers work through the harvest season it is 

important to understand that there are some great 
opportunities for this year’s potato crop.

Bruce Huffaker’s data provided to the UPGC conference 
call on September 20th, suggests the following for 
Canadian Supply:

Fresh:  projected to be down 2,300,000 cwt.•	
Process:  projected to be down 4,000,000 cwt.•	
Seed:  projected to be up 174,000 cwt.•	

On the demand side:

Fresh:  We should be within balance.•	
Process: Exports of frozen potato products are •	
surging in NA.
Seed:  A substantial amount of seed production •	
has been destroyed by weather catastrophes 
elsewhere.

Have a safe and successful harvest!
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McDonald’s Adds Northwest Spud 
Varieties to Approved Fry List

Source: Capital Press,  September 16, 2016, BEND, Ore. — 
Northwest potato breeding program officials anticipate an 
influx of seed sale royalties following the recent additions 
of two of their protected varieties to a short list of spuds 
approved for making McDonald’s french fries.

After several years of accepting only four potato varieties 
— Russet Burbank, Ranger Russet, Umatilla Russet and 
Shepody — the world’s largest chain of hamburger fast-
food restaurants added the Northwest variety Blazer Russet 
to the list earlier this year. On September 13, McDonald’s 
confirmed to industry sources it’s also accepting the 
Northwest variety Clearwater Russet, and the foreign-
developed spud Ivory Russet. “It’s something we have 
been expecting for over a year,” said Jeanne Debons, 
executive director of the Potato Variety Management 
Institute (PVMI), which markets potatoes developed 
collaboratively by the Idaho, Oregon and Washington 
public potato breeding programs, including Blazer and 
Clearwater.

In the past, new varieties have appeared promising in 
testing, only to fail in the late stages due to a quality concern. 
Four of seven approved McDonald’s spud varieties now 
originate from from Northwest programs, also including 
Ranger and Umatilla. Idaho Potato Commission President 
and CEO Frank Muir regards the news as a sign that PVMI 
is effectively leveraging research dollars and providing 
the biggest return on growers’ money.

“When McDonald’s approves something, they’ve obviously 
put a lot of scrutiny in it,” Muir said. Clearwater is a later-

maturing, high-protein spud well suited for processing or 
the fresh market, according to PVMI. It has yielded from 
20 to 47 percent more U.S. No. 1 potatoes per acre than 
Russet Burbank. It also stores well and resists sugar ends 
and most internal and external tuber defects.

Jerry Wright Retires from United Potato 
Growers of America

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH - United Potato Growers of America 
President/CEO, Jerry Wright, announced his coming 
retirement at the August 23 Board of Directors meeting 
in Salt Lake City, Utah. Jed Ellithorpe, current UPGA Board 
Chairman, indicated that Wright will continue in his role 
as CEO until the Board has found a suitable replacement.  
Mr. Wright, while serving as President/CEO of the United 
Potato Growers of Idaho, organized and served as interim 
president of the United Potato Growers of America. Along 
with principal United founder, Albert Wada, Mr. Wright 
was a key organizer and recruiter for potato growers in 
Idaho, Colorado, Columbia Basin, Klamath Basin, and 
Wisconsin. Mr. Wright, who took over management of 
UPGA in December, 2011, has been called by the Latter 
Day Saints church to serve as technical advisor to a new 
program about to be instituted.

The PEI Potato Industry and United Potato Growers of 
Canada have appreciated the passion and dedication that 
Jerry has shown the potato industry.  His frank, no holds 
barred approach to explaining potato market dynamics and 
how growers could best position themselves for financial 
success will be missed.  We wish Jerry success and fulfillment 
in his new position and will miss him at United Potato 
Growers of Canada events this winter.

INDUstRY UPDates

Green Diamond in Temporary Location 
in Hangar 4, Slemon Park

PEI Potato Growers wish 
Green Diamond all the best 
as they set up a temporary 
business location in Slemon 

Park to service their customers 
while they rebuild after a fire in 

August of this year.
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Meet Jen  
With a lifetime of experience in ag, Jen helps Canadian 
producers build their dreams. Like everyone on your FCC team, 
Jen knows your industry and she’ll get to know you.

1-800-387-3232    fcc.ca
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