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Thank You 
to all the Sponsors of the PEI Potato Board Annual Meeting
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Bank of Montreal

BDO Canada
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East Point Potato (2009) Inc. 
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Farnell Packaging Ltd.
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HJV Equipment
Kensington Agricultural 

Services Ltd.
Klondike Farms 
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PEI Mutual Insurance Company
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BASF Canada Inc.
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Durabelt Inc.
Hyndman & Company Ltd.

KwikKopy Print
Maritime Potato
McCain Produce

PEI Employee Benefits Agency
Phillips Agri Services
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Visser Produce (2014) Inc.

Meeting Sponsors - $ 100 - $299
Cavendish Farms

Cavendish Produce
Compton Bros.

Gerrit Visser & Sons 1991 Inc.
Gorman Controls

Genesis Crop Systems

Bronze Sponsors - $ 300 - $499

Silver Sponsors - $ 500 - $749

Gold Sponsors - $ 750 - $999

Platinum Sponsors - $1000 and up

DOW AgroSciences Canada
Key Murray Law

Monaghan Farms Ltd. 
Scotiabank

Stewart McKelvey
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Chairman’s Comments
by Alex Docherty, PEI Potato Board Chairman

As I put pen to paper for my last Chair’s Report for 2016, 
I feel a sense of honour for being given the opportunity to 
serve in this role.  It seems like only yesterday that I was 
voted to be the Chair of what I have stated many times as 
the best industry in the world.  I can tell you these past 
two years has been an experience that I am thankful to 
have had and one I will not forget.  I will not deny that the 
position does take you away from the farm but I highly 
encourage any of you to consider becoming involved at the 
Board level for a greater appreciation and perspective of 
your industry.

Weather is always a concern and Mother Nature took us 
by surprise this year, providing us with a bountiful crop that 
most of us never expected; however, she was also cruel to 
some whose fields were in the wrong location.  That is what 
makes our industry so interesting and challenging and yet 
calls us back each year to try again to produce a superior 
crop against all odds.  Las Vegas gamblers have nothing on 
us! 

As this report goes to print, the fresh market prices have 
seen an improvement over last year and I am hopeful it will 
continue throughout the shipping season.  Early indications 
are that the seed crop is of high quality based on early test 
results from PQI. Our processing growers appear to have 
sufficient supply to keep the plants going and combined 
these three sectors should make a significant impact to the 
Island economy this year.  Unfortunately, Puerto Rico has 
been a disappointment to many growers.  Industry players 
are jockeying for position in this market and dropping the 
price is not increasing the volume of shipments.  Only time 
and change in attitude will correct this problem.

This year’s AGM saw a record number of attendees to 
both the sessions and the dinner and it may have been due 
to the change in agenda format.  Regardless, it was great 
to see so many of you there.  As is the case each year, we 
attracted excellent speakers who shared their knowledge 
on topics ranging from the US market to environment 
issues.  The last two speakers of the day addressed issues 
that are important to all Islanders, not just potato growers 
and it is unfortunate that we didn’t get more information 

out to the public in advance 
about the topics.

Erin Taylor, with the 
Provincial Department of 
Communities, Land and 
Environment, spoke about 
the Ag Environmental Officer Unit.  She told us that out 
of 250 calls/complaints received this past growing season, 
either the farmers were in 100% compliance, or with minor 
adjustments became compliant.  This is very good news for 
our industry and proves that Island potato growers are doing 
a much better job than what we get credit for.  The second 
speaker whom the public should also have heard from was 
Dr. Carolyn Sanford.  She spoke passionately about the fact 
that changing Islanders’ diet habits and reducing smoking 
would have much greater impact on reducing cancer cases 
than reducing pesticide use.   She used the example that 
eliminating all pesticide use on PEI would decrease annual 
cases of non-Hodgkins Lymphoma by less than one case for 
both men and women, while eliminating smoking would 
decrease annual new cases of lung cancer by 98 cases for 
men and 37 cases for women.  Sadly, none of the media in 
attendance reported on this.

As with every year, the AGM’s Banquet sees a 
presentation of an award to a person or group who 
has made a significant impact to our industry.  This year 
Gwen Vessey, PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries, 
received recognition for the work she has done for our 
industry for over 35 years.  Without a doubt, there would 
be very few Island farms where Gwen’s footprints have 
not appeared.  As much as the industry is happy for her 
and her retirement, she will be sadly missed and her shoes 
will be hard to fill.

On behalf of myself, my family and the Board of 
Directors, I want to wish you a very Merry Christmas and 
a prosperous 2017.  

Good Day & Good Farming,
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Potato BoaRD News
NAPPO Meeting

The 40th annual meeting of NAPPO (the North American 
Plant Protection Organization) was held in Montreal from 
November 1 – 3, 2016.   NAPPO is one of the regional plant 
protection organizations from around the world that works 
with the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) to 
protect plant health globally.   The members of NAPPO are 
Canada, Mexico and the United States.

Unlike the other regional plant protection organizations 
that consist solely of government representatives, NAPPO 
allows and actually encourages representatives from 
industry to participate in the meetings and in expert working 
groups that are formed to address specific issues.  

A Potato Expert Working Group operates as part of the 
NAPPO structure.  It is currently chaired by Canada, and 
the industry members include representatives from the 
Canadian Potato Council, the National Potato Council (in 
the U.S.) and from the Mexican potato sector.   As one of its 
current assignments, the Potato group was asked to align 
NAPPO’s regional standard on phytosanitary measures, 
called RSPM 3, with that of the IPPC (ISPM 33) regarding 
the importation of potato plantlets and minitubers.  That 
technical work is ongoing.  

On the final day of the meeting in Montreal, a symposium 
on Alternative Service Delivery (ASD) was held.  ASDs are 
sometimes used to deliver inspection and certification 
services under the authority and guidance of governments 
both in Canada and internationally.   The move away from 
CFIA inspection of grains and oilseeds to a private service 
delivered by the Canadian Seed Growers’ Association is one 
example of this.  There are other Canadian examples in the 
lumber and greenhouse/nursery industries.  Speakers at 
the symposium addressed circumstances under which plant 
protection organizations employ ASDs, and the advantages 
and challenges of using ASDs.  They also discussed whether 
current plant health standards that deal with ASD are 
relevant or require updating, adjustments or additions.  

As we know from experience with the seed potato 
shipping point inspection approach that the previous federal 
government announced via Budget 2012, it is crucial that 
the countries with which we do business understand and 
accept alternatives to traditional inspection before such 
moves are made.  The symposium was interesting, and it 
helped highlight that there are crops and conditions under 
which ASDs would likely work, and those for which ASDs 
would pose a major challenge.   The federal governments of 

Canada, the U.S., Mexico and some others that were present 
in Montreal indicated that the use of ASDs will continue to 
expand as current budgets for plant health are not sufficient 
to allow traditional inspection and certification to continue 
for all commodities as in the past.  The Canadian potato 
industry will have to pay close attention to this, particularly 
with the new cost recovery fees that CFIA intends to propose 
later this year or early in the new year.

Canada/US Potato Meeting
Representatives from the major Canadian and U.S. 

potato-producing provinces and states met in Washington, 
DC on November 15th for the annual Canada-U.S. Potato 
Committee meeting.  The group meets annually to discuss 
issues of mutual concern, and representatives of CFIA, USDA-
APHIS, Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada and our Embassies 
participate in the discussions as well.  

The results of the November 8th U.S. election were 
discussed, and while it was still too early to know the 
impact on agricultural and trade policy going forward, U.S. 
potato industry representatives were cautiously optimistic 
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Potato Board Chairman Alex 
Docherty presents cheques for 
$2,175 to Rayanne Frizzell (left 
photo) of the PEI 4-H Council 
and William MacLeod for PEI 
Family Violence Prevention 
Services (right photo).  Funds 
for the donations were raised 
from baked potato and fry 
sales during Farm Day in the 
City 2016

#neverstopgrowing

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to a Canadian corporation, company, partnership or natural person that owns or leases a corn or soybean farm located in the provinces of NS, NB and PEI 
and, where applicable, who is at least the age of majority. Contest runs Sept. 13/16 at 6:00:01 pm ET to Dec. 9/16 at 11:59:59 pm ET. Limit: max. 500 entries per person regardless of method of entry. 
Odds of winning depend on number of entries received in applicable jurisdiction during the contest period. Limit of one (1) prize per entrant and limit of one (1) prize per farm. Prizes incl. account 
credit redeemable for purchase of any Pioneer®

prize for entrants from NS, 1 prize for entrants from NB and 1 prize for entrants from PEI): each up to $10,000 CAD account credit redeemable by June 1, 2017. Account credit not transferable 
between farms; account credits end if farm operations on designated farm ceases. Details & Rules: www.pioneer.com/canada
®, SM, TM Trademarks and service marks of DuPont, Pioneer or their respective owners. © 2016 PHII

A golden opportunity could be yours— 
win up to $10,000 in Pioneer® brand seed!

That’s right, Seed for a Season Maritimes is here! Purchase any Pioneer® brand 
corn or soybean product by December 9th and be automatically entered to win 
one of three prizes of up to $10,000 in Pioneer® brand seed! One guaranteed 
prize in each province: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island.

CONSIDER IT THE

OF THE 21 CENTURY.S
T

about the potential for reduced 
regulation and taxes, as well 
as immigration reform.   The 
National Potato Council (the 
umbrella group for U.S. potato 
growers) has publicly supported 
trade and the negotiation of 
new trade agreements for many 
years, and they will continue to 
promote those interests to the 
new U.S. administration.

Other issues discussed 
during the meeting included the 
North American Plant Protection 
Organization (NAPPO), Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary issues of 
concern to North America 
(PVY, PCN, Dickeya, wart, 
zebra chip/psyllids, Globodera 
ellingtonae), Bilateral trade 
issues (PCN Guidelines, seed 
potato tuber quality shipping 
point inspection, the PACA-like 
Trust for Canada, and a USDA 
pilot project to accredit private 
labs in the US), crop protection 
issues (status of join registration 
efforts at PMRA and EPA, the 
status of the default maximum 
residue level (MRL) in Canada), 
international trade issues (Trans 
Pacific Partnership, Canada-
EU Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement, and a 
Mexican market update), plus 
areas of joint cooperation (the 
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Alliance for Potato Research & Education (APRE), the Potato 
Sustainability Initiative).  Crop reports from each region 
were also shared. 

Canadian representatives advised that we would like to 
seek revisions to the PCN Guidelines, given the hundreds 
of thousands of PCN tests (all negative) that have been 
conducted across the country since 2006/07, in order to 
reduce the testing requirements for export going forward.  
The NPC agreed to consider options that Canada will submit 
in the next month.  The Canadian Potato Council will host 
the next meeting of the group in November, 2017.    

Canadian Potato Council 
Research Working Group Meeting

A two day meeting of the CPC Research Working Group 
took place at AAFC Fredericton Research Centre on October 
12 and 13, 2016.  Potato industry representatives were 

present form all major potato producing areas in Canada.  
Brenda Simmons, Mary Kay Sonier and Ryan Barrett 
attended on behalf of the PEI Potato Board.

The first day, the group met with AAFC scientists to 
receive an update on AAFC potato projects  that are ongoing 
with internal funding programs.  The goal of this exercise 
was to confirm that we are using our funding in an efficient 
manner and avoiding duplication and also to ensure that 
AAFC projects that include more basic, upstream research 
will provide the background knowledge and innovations 
that will then feed into the more applied research projects 
that are carried out by industry.

The second day included presentations by provincial 
representatives on research consultations that have been 
done in their province and sharing their research priorities.  
The group then discussed common themes that will help to 
identify topics that may be suitable to include in a national 

research cluster for the next Growing 
Forward program that will be announced 
by the federal government in the coming 
year.

2016 Passed Seed Acreage*
* Information provided by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, October 31, 2016.

    Prince Edward Island Canada

2016 2015 2014 2016 2015 2014

Russet Burbank 2,180 2,003 3,147 11,537 11,560 12,446
Eva 1,421 1,187 1,356 1,453 1,235 1,398
Goldrush 1,345 1,602 1,959 3,946 4,508 4,826
Prospect na 1,474 na na 1,865 na
HO2000 na na na 2,178 1,428 944
Shepody 699 933 855 1,766 2,124 1,806
Ranger Russet 615 529 652 1,708 1,724 1,694
Kennebec 592 912 869 1,055 1,427 1,349
Atlantic 483 624 798 1,443 1,778 2,322
Superior 405 644 808 965 1,317 1,408
Innovator 391 281 262 866 938 1,028
Norland 356 352 504 1,855 1,930 1,978
Chieftain 290 263 203 1,081 1,305 1,200
Yukon Gold 170 159 287 717 722 973
Baby Boomer na na na 489 496 542
Perline 107 na na 522 na na
Dakota Pearl 75 225 188 189 543 610
Yukon Gem 54 202 383 157 220 420
Classic Russet 53 187 220 182 241 341
Sifra 42 113 180 180 229 289
Fabula 40 122 112 164 175 232
Dark Red Chieftain 38 67 64 233 208 202
AC Chaleur 15 220 274 123 587 563
Tebina na 113 na na 113 na

TOTAL ALL VARIETIES 15,537 16,248 17,717 52,717 54,354 54,499
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Farm Day in the City 2016 was 
a rousing success for PEI Potato 
farmers in our first year as the 
title sponsor.   October 2nd was a 
beautiful day in Charlottetown - not 
too hot, not too cold and attendance was estimated at 15,000 people.  Thanks to all of our volunteers, the 
W.P. Griffin Potato Roaster, and the Cavendish Farms Fry Wagon, we raised $4,000 through baked potato and 
fry sales.  The proceeds were donated to two excellent causes, with $2,000 going to the PEI 4H Council and 
$2,000 to PEI Family Violence Prevention Services.

Photos (clockwise from top left):  potato farmers Alex Docherty, Gordon Waugh, Donnie Godfrey and Owen 
Ching are ready to “talk potatoes” to visitors; farmers Fulton Hamill and Lori Robinson running the booth 
and explaining the differences between potato varieties; Karen Martin from the Board staff and John Griffin 
and Garth Smallman from W.P. Griffin Ltd. were serving up baked potatoes cooked in the W.P. Griffin potato 
roaster; the antique tractor, provided by Glen MacQuarrie of New Argyle, was a popular photo spot for 
visitors.

Farm Day in the City 2016
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Clockwise from top:  the Cavendish Farms fry wagon 
was busy all day with happy customers and lots of 
volunteers frying things up; farmers Peter Nieuwhof, 
Kayla Nieuwhof and Keisha Rose were kept hopping 
in the Kids Zone; farmers Trent Cousins and Jason 
Hayden talk potatoes with some newcomers to 
Canada; Tate was a big hit with all those attending 
Farm Day in the City.
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Prince edward Island Potato Board

annual General Meeting & Banquet
The Board’s Annual General Meeting took place on 

November 18, 2016 at the Delta Prince Edward Hotel on the 
Charlottetown waterfront.

The format was changed this year so that the day 
kicked off with the speaker sessions.  After opening remarks 
from Board Chairman Alex Docherty, Kevin MacIsaac from 
the United Potato Growers of Canada started the day off 
with a look at 2016 production numbers and supply for 
the 2016/2017 shipping season.  He was followed by guest 
speaker Blair Richardson, President and CEO of Potatoes 
USA who spoke about his organization  and how they view 
future potato trends in North America and world wide.  He 
commented that based on research, people seem to have 
a better attitude towards potatoes - in that more people 
agree that potatoes are good for you.  However, people 
seem to be moving away from just stocking up on potatoes 
as a staple item, instead buying potatoes for  specific meal 
occasions.  This is resulting in less waste and the decline 
in consumption seen in recent years may be partially due 
to this phenomenon.  The decline in consumption levelled 
off somewhat last year, however, we 
may shortly see more potatoes being 
consumed via food service rather than 
retail sales of fresh potatoes.  Richardson 
also commented that Potatoes USA 
is continuing with its support of salad 
bars in schools to reach the younger 
generation and promote healthier ways 
of including potatoes in the diet.

Frank Finn, President of McCain 
Foods USA was unable to attend the 
meeting in person due to recent health 
issues, but joined via conference call.  
He spoke about the “New Directions 
for the Alliance for Potato Research and 
Education  (APRE)”.

The morning session concluded 
with a presentation by Farm Credit 
Canada’s Chief Agricultural Economist 
J.P. Gervais on an “Economic Outlook for 
Agriculture.”  Gervais noted that potato 
pricing is holding its value much more 
than virtually all other major Canadian 
agricultural products this year.

The luncheon was sponsored by 

Syngenta Crop Protection.  Following greetings from the 
Honourable Alan McIsaac, PEI Minister of Agriculture & 
Fisheries, the luncheon address was provided by Haven 
Baker, VP and GM of Simplot Plant Sciences.  Baker provided 
information on the status of Innate potatoes, standard 
varieties of potatoes that have been altered using cisgenics 
(or potato genes transferred from one variety to another) 
so that they express traits such as resistance to browning, 
lower acrylamide levels, lower bruising and resistance to 
late blight and diseases such as PVY.  He also spoke about 
their  marketing plans for Innate potatoes in the United 
States and Canada.

During the afternoon session, Erin Taylor of the PEI 
Department of Communities, Land and the Environment 
provided a review of the 2016 season with the new Ag 
Environment Unit.  This unit was created in response to 
feedback from the industry on the need for an improvement 
in the way the Province handles environmental issues 
that involve farmers and agricultural practices.  The new 
approach, with specific officers designated to work with 

farmers and handle agriculture related 
calls, worked very well in its first 
season.  The two most common reasons 
for contacting growers were complaint 
calls the unit received about wind 
speed when spraying and buffer zones 
requirements.  As a result of visits by the 
new team, they found that growers were 
complying with wind speed  restictions 
on spraying 100% of the time; however, 
there were more challenges regarding 
the buffer zone regulations.  After what 
Taylor called “compliance coaching” or 
discussions to clarify the regulations 
and what growers had to do to meet 
the restrictions, they achieved 100% 
compliance.  This was a very pro-active 
approach on the part of government 
and to date, the results have been very 
positive.

 Dr. Carolyn Sanford, Provincial 
Epidemiologist with the Chief Public 
Health Office of PEI, then gave a 
presentation on “Pesticides and Human 
Health”.  In 2015,  the Chief Public 
Health Office examined the relationship 
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Innovation is 
a lot like family: 
It’s all about 
the future.

We’ve provided advanced 
solutions for horticulture  
growers since 1950. And 
we’re just getting started.  
For more info go to 
agsolutions.ca/horticulture.

AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; used with permission by BASF Canada Inc. © 2016 BASF Canada Inc. 
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between pesticide use in PEI and human health effects.  The 
study was done in response to questions posed by the public 
about potential health risks. Two questions were asked:  
“What human health conditions have been most commonly 
and/or strongly associated with pesticides in research 
studies?” and “Given the health conditions identified in 
answering Question 1, what percentage of PEI illness could 
be attributed to pesticide use?”

Conclusions of the study stated that:  

PEI’s rates of disease are similar to Canadian rates for • 
all health conditions examined in this study, including 
cancers of the blood, bone marrow and lymphatic 
system.

Pesticides sold in PEI were not associated with the four • 
most common cancers in PEI:  lung, breast, colorectal 
and prostate cancer.

This study indicates that pesticides used in PEI do not • 
pose a significant public health risk when used according 
to Health Canada’s usage and safety precaution 
labelling.

She concluded by saying that the Chief Public Health Office 
will continue to monitor ongoing research in this area.

The PEI Potato Board business meeting was held 
immediately following the speaker sessions.  Chairman 
Alex Docherty provided comments summarizing events 
and accomplishments of the Board during the year.  He was 
pleased to report that while the Board had budgeted for 
a deficit, a net gain was realize due to slightly higher than 
expected revenue from several sources and management 
that kept expenses in several areas below budget.

Patrick Trainor, of BDO, presented the financial  
statements for the year ended June 30, 2016.  General 

Manager Greg Donald then gave a presentation detailing 
the operational plan the Potato Board will follow for the 
2016/2017 year.

The Federal Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable 
Lawrence MacAulay, was in attendance at the evening 
Banquet and provided welcoming remarks before the meal.  
He highlighted work that is underway on market access for 
potatoes, increased staffing of research scientists in Atlantic 
Canada and the upcoming New Policy Framework.

The Industry Recognition Award was presented later 
in the evening to Gwen Corrigan Vessey.  Gwen is the 
Management Specialist for Management Plans required 
through the Crop Rotation and High Slope Land legislation.   
She has spent her career working for the Department 
in various roles with the Agriculture Resource section.  
When Gwen started with the Province, contour surveying 
was a long and tedious process.  With her vision of how 
technology can improve everyday tasks, Gwen saw the 
Department through many advances in technology that 
helped to improve efficiencies.  Gwen has been an integral 
part of a team that ‘dug in’ and made a serious impact on PEI 
agriculture, very evident today in a Province that has 50,000 
plus acres of farm land with integrated soil conservation 
practices.  The award presentation was made by Board 
director David Francis.

With a strong line up of speakers and a positive 
atmosphere for the table marketing season we had very 
good attendance at both the meeting and banquet this year.  
For those who were unable to attend, copies of the annual 
report are available from the Board office.

Thank you to Brian Simpson for the photos from the 
Banquet and Awards Presentations that are featured on the 
following pages.
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(Clockwise from top left) Chairman Alex Docherty presents a Certificate of 
Appreciation to retiring director Donnie Godfrey; Alex Docherty receives 
a Certificate of Appreciation from Vice Chairman Rodney Dingwell for his 
efforts as Chairman over the past year; Alex Docherty presents a Certificate 
of Appreciation to retiring Board member Kirk Shea; Lorraine MacKinnon, 
provides words of greeting on behalf of luncheon sponsor Syngenta; Dave 
Thompson and provincial Minister of Agriculture Alan McIsaac attend the 
banquet; guest speaker Haven Baker, VP & GM, Simplot Plant Sciences, 
provides details on marketing INNATE potatoes;  Minister MacAulay shares 
a story with Board GM Greg Donald and Board Chair Alex Docherty.
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(Clockwise from top left) Elvis 
is in the building as part of the 
evening entertainment; Guest 
speaker at the banquet was the 
federal Minister of Agriculture, the 
Honourable Lawrence MacAulay 
from Midgell, PEI; Board Chairman 
Alex Docherty (left) and Board 
director David Francis (right) 
present the Industry Recognition 
Award to Gwen Vessey for her years 
of service to the industry through 
her role as a key member of the 
Sustainable Resource Section of 
the PEI Department of Agriculture 
& Fisheries; Boomer Gallant (left 
and Bruce Rainnie (right) provide 
the entertainment to close out a 
nice evening of fellowship.
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An Update From the:

PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
by Lynda MacSwain, Manager, Industry Development, PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries

New Integrated Pest Management 
Specialist to Start in January 2017

Sebastian Ibarra Jimenez, BSc, MPM, A.Ag, will be 
joining the PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries in 

January 2017, filling the role of 
Integrated Pest Management 
Specialist.   A native of Mexico, 
Sebastian has been in Canada for 
ten years and has been working 
and studying in western Canada. 
He completed his undergraduate 
degree at the University of 
Manitoba and  has served as a 
laboratory technician, research 
assistant, and technical assistant 
entomologist for University of 
Manitoba’s Soil Ecology Lab at 

the Faculty of Agriculture, Health Canada, and the City of 
Winnipeg Insect Control Branch, respectively. 

Sebastian’s passion for sustainable agriculture   
motivated him to pursue a Master of Pest Management 
(MPM) degree from Simon Fraser University (SFU), British 
Columbia. At SFU, Sebastian studied the way insects and 
other organisms perceive the world around them via 
chemical compounds present in the environment. During 
his studies, Sebastian focused on alarm pheromones 
of social wasps. Sebastian’s background in agriculture, 
entomology, and recently microbiology, culminates in 
a multidisciplinary approach to sustainable agriculture. 
Through his appointments, Sebastian has worked with 
urban, horticultural, and agricultural pests such as elm bark 
beetles, Aedes spp mosquitoes, stem nematodes, varroa 
mites, tuber flea beetles, and yellowjacket wasps. His 
research on social wasps has been published in journals like 
the Journal of Chemical Ecology. Recently, Sebastian shared 
his passion for the “catalyst of civilization” as an instructor 
in the Craft Beer and Brewing Essentials Certificate program 
at SFU’s Continuing Studies. As an Articling Agrologist, 
Sebastian’s understanding of agricultural produce begins 
where others see dirt: in the soil. Sebastian looks forward to 
working together with Prince Edward Island’s producers in 
order to tackle the challenges that the agricultural industry 
faces in the 21 century.

Pesticide Applicator Certificate 
Renewal Options

During the winter months, the PEI Department of Agriculture 
& Fisheries provides opportunities for growers to renew 
their Pesticide Applicator Certificate.  Each certificate is valid 
for a 5 year period.  There are three options available.

Option 1 
Attend two training days over a five year period - Day A and 
Day B - only one day per calendar year can be credited.

Option 2

Attend a one day course and write the exam.

To register for  any of the training days or for information on 
what you need to stay up to date please call Shelley Ployer 
at (902) 368-4154.

Option 3

Make an appointment to write the two hour exam by calling 
Debbie MacRae at (902) 368-5024 or Thane Clark at (902) 
368-4154.

The cost for a 5 year Pesticide Applicator Certificate is $75.

Day A
Tuesdays:

December 6, 2016 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown
January 10, 2017 Access Centre, O'Leary
January 24, 2017 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown
January 31, 2017 Loyalist Inn, Summerside

February 21, 2017 Lane's Riverhouse Inn, Montague
March 14, 2017 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown

Day B
Thursdays:

December 8, 2016 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown
January 12, 2017 Access Centre, O'Leary
January 26, 2017 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown
February 2, 2017 Loyalist Inn, Summerside

February 23, 2017 Lane's Riverhouse Inn, Montague
March 16, 2017 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown

One Day Course Followed by Written Exam
Wednesdays:

January 25, 2017 Rodd Mill River Resort, Mill River
February 1, 2017 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown

February 22, 2017 Loyalist Inn, Summerside
March 15, 2017 Rodd Royalty, TCH, Charlottetown
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Wilfred was a loving husband, a friend to many, and a 
father figure to some of us as well. He was an agronomist 
with a work ethic distilled from his own life growing up on 
a farm in Prince Edward Island.  Wilfred would often share 
with us the many names of the fields he worked in. He had 
several names for the same field all spoken as a reminder of 
those who lovingly worked that land to feed communities 
and raise their families. He now joins the others who have 
passed on long before we walked the land, and we shall 
remember him with the same admiration.  He admired the 
work ethic of those times and he shared stories of the back 
breaking work.  Hauling potatoes into the basements of 
homes by hand to keep the crop for winter. Plowing the 
fields before he got on the bus and getting off the bus to sit 
on the same tractor. Tending to livestock, and bulls taking 
off through the fence and into the neighbours’ fields. And 
of course of stock car racing that gave him his never ending 
love for speed and his exact knowledge of every grain of 
clay on the back roads of PEI. 

Wilfred was a man with a passion for life. Anyone who 
heard from him knew they’d be greeted with a “Are you 
having a busy day?” or “Beautiful morning.” He’d tell us it 
was a beautiful morning even when we couldn’t see out of 
our homes because of the snow or when the rain came down 
so hard it would wash out the roads. Wilfred was never a 
man to complain and we knew that if we asked how his 
day was going he’d always tell us it was “tremendous.” For 
Wilfred, a man who had already been through so much, a 
bad day didn’t exist.  He had a special place in his heart for 
every last one of you, and he would always remind us that 
it is a privilege to do what we do. He tried to teach some of 
us young people the meaning of work, but few could hold 
a candle to him. 

On October 12, when news went out that Wilfred was 

missing, farmers sprang into action and combed the island 
for any traces of a man nearly impossible to keep track of. 
They didn’t check the highways, the offices or the coffee 
shops. They checked the very holy places where they shared 
their time together with him: their fields. It was notable but 
not unexpected that he was found so quickly, exactly where 
he always loved to be, and by a farmer. 

Wilfred would likely scold us for shedding a tear in 
grief over our loss, and he’d likely be telling us to get back 
to work before winter’s cold arrival. We hope he forgives us 
though as we can’t help but mourn the loss of such a friend. 
We hope that when you join us in our mourning that we all 
also rejoice for having had the chance to know him. Wilfred 
would be happier if we smiled about times shared together 
in the field. 

(written by Sebastian Margarit who was  one of Wilfred’s 
colleagues at NutriAg)

Wilfred Kelly
In Memorium

Workers Compensation Board 
Coverage for Farmers

Effective January 1, 2017, all farms will be required to have WCB coverage under the Workers Compensation 
Act. To ensure your farm is protected and your workers are covered, call 

(902) 368-5680 or visit their website  at  http://www.wcb.pe.ca/Employers/Registration 
to register your farm today.
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Marketing Updates!
New Marketing Tool

As we gear up for a great marketing season, putting 
tools in our industry’s toolbox is top-of mind with the 
tablestock committee. One of the projects we have been 
working on is designing a new in-store retail bin. We have so 
few opportunities to get promotional materials in-store, but 
this is a great one. A large bin full of PEI Potatoes that really 
gets in the path of consumers is hard to miss! 

Our challenge was to create something that was eye-
catching yet affordable for the packers, so we worked with 
Fresh Media to achieve that. We decided on keeping costs 
down with a two colour design, as having more colours adds 
significantly more costs. We recently approved this featured 
design with the committee and will move forward with it. 

In recent years, we have maintained a relationship with 
PEI Bag Company, who will continue to store and deliver the 
bins to our local packers, or you can order them direct from 
the Art Childs Brokerage Company if you have need for a 
full trailer load (1100 bins) in your own business.  Please 
contact me for that information. The bin cost will be $14.91 
delivered from PEI Bag Company. 

We have had good feedback from the trade, and hope 
that the new bins will get lots of use from our industry to 
help promote our famous product! 

Fresh Media Wins Award
for Work With PEI Potatoes

Prince Edward Island potato growers are very happy to 
congratulate Fresh Media of Charlottetown, PEI on winning 
the award for the best agricultural social media marketing 
program in Canada in the last year at the Canadian Agri-
Marketing Association’s Best of CAMA 2016 Awards on 
November 4th in Calgary, Alberta.

Fresh Media received the “Best of CAMA 2016 Social 
Media” award for their ongoing content marketing and 
social media management for PEI Potatoes.  Focusing on key 
marketing pillars such as showcasing farm life on the Island, 
the versatility and variety of potatoes, plus tips, recipes 
and where-to-buy, the past year saw significant reach and 
engagement for both Facebook and Twitter. The combined 
metrics for social media activity resulted in significant 
increases in the percentage of engaged followers across 
platforms, highlighted with over 5.3 million impressions last 
year.

“PEI Potatoes has been working with Fresh Media 
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for many years on promotional, social media and design 
projects”, said Kendra Mills, Marketing Director for the PEI 

Potato Board. “They understand our unique business and 
we are so pleased that they have been honoured with this 
award, against some very heavy competition!”

“Fresh Media is extremely proud to have won this 
national award on behalf of the Island’s hardworking 
farmers”, said Melody Dover, President of Fresh Media. 
“This recognition is the result of a great partnership with the 
PEI Potato Growers, sharing their stories, and celebrating 
our world famous potatoes with consumers across the 
country.”

Other finalists for the award were CropLife    
International, SaskCanola, and SeCan.  The Canadian Agri-
Marketing Association (CAMA) is a network of agricultural 
marketing and business professionals focused on improving 
the marketing and communications sector of the industry 
throughout the value chain.

PEI Potatoes can be found on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/PEIPotatoes , on Twitter at @PEIPotatoes, 
and on Instagram at @pei_potatoes.

Prince Edward Island Potatoes are world renowned for 
the great taste and quality that comes from growing in the 
unique red soil of PEI.  The Prince Edward Island Potato 
Board is a producer-controlled organization dedicated to 
supporting the highest performance of an economically and 
environmentally sustainable potato industry. 

PEI Potatoes at 2016 PMA 
Fresh Summit

PEI Potato Board attended the 2016 PMA Fresh Summit 
show and convention last month in Orlando, Florida. The 
show drew over 20,000 people, which is the largest PMA yet 
and solidifies this show 
as the premiere produce 
show in North America. 
This also was the first 
year to introduce Cathy 
Burns as the new PMA 
President, and to send-
off retiring President, 
Bryan Silbermann.  We 
had great attendance 
by our PEI Potato 
industry of dealers 
and exporters, as well as good showing by the retail and 
foodservice both from Canada and the US.   Also, there 
were some great plenary sessions and speakers to add to 
the experience, including Johnny Cupcakes, founder of his 
namesake brand.  Due to industry feedback, this was the 
last year for a Sat/Sun show format and will be moving to a 
Fri/Sat show format in 2017. 

Kendra Mills, (left)  Marketing Director of the PEI Potato 
Board and Melody Dover of Fresh Media with the award 
from the Canadian Agri-Marketing Association for the best 
agricultural social media platform program in 2016.

Rick Burt of Mid Isle Farms and 
Kendra Mills of the PEI Potato Board 
at the PEI Booth, PMA 2016.
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Canadian Sales Rep Report
Brad Brownsey

What a difference a year makes!  Despite formidable 
competition from other potato growing jurisdictions in 
Canada, PEI potatoes have already established a strong early 
season presence from Ontario west to B.C., with a number 
of front-page and inside feature ads already run, and with 
more November and Holiday Season ads scheduled.

In Ontario, a very difficult and light yielding storage crop 
has prompted the trade to look east to PEI far earlier than 
in past years. Many Ontario retailers are already sourcing 
and marketing PEI potatoes, with two major early season 
PEI ads already in this year’s trade promotion ledger.  “Price 
disciplined” PEI growers / dealers appear to be ideally 
situated to realize enhanced Ontario volume sales and 
returns throughout the 2016/17 shipping season.

Quebec remains Canada’s most challenging market to 
compete in.   Complemented by perhaps Canada’s strongest 
‘buy local” marketing program (Fraicheur Quebec), Quebec’s 
potato industry is universally and prominently supported by 
the province’s retail and foodservice sectors.  Though not 
quite measuring up to last year’s record crop, another strong 
yielding, good quality crop has been harvested by Quebec’s 
potato industry.  Though PEI potatoes have become harder 
to find in recent years, when listed by Quebec retailers, PEI 
potatoes perform admirably and add incremental value to 
the category’s overall performance, importantly without 
cannibalizing Quebec potato sales … something to share 
with Quebec retailers.  

In Western Canada, PEI potatoes continue to make 
serious trade inroads.  Compared to last year when BC’s 
crop was short, BC’s enormous yielding crop is expected to 
see its availability extend quite likely into March.  Despite 
this and clearly showcasing the demand and desire western 
shoppers have for PEI potatoes, already two major BC 
retailers have featured PEI potatoes, with more Holiday 
Season feature PEI ads on the western horizon.  While PEI 
potatoes have regularly been carried by select BC retailers 
throughout past marketing seasons, new for 2016/17, one 
Calgary-based retailer has now permanently listed and will 
market weekly PEI potatoes through to April.  Look for other 
Alberta-based retailers / competitors to take serious note 
of and monitor closely how PEI potatoes are performing 
with this retailer … and some (I expect) will likely mirror this 
retailer’s PEI potato listing and marketing decision.  Once 
again, it appears that sales opportunities abound west of 
Thunder Bay.

What’s the trade sharing and what could influence the 

potato category and trade purchase behaviour this season?  
In short,

Trade’s almost universal admiration of the Board’s new • 
packaging design introduced last year; they’re equally 
excited to learn this new design will be available in 
2016/17 over more paper and poly pack sizes
Great new PEI potato bin; numerous retailers excited • 
to source and market PEI potatoes using new bin 
immediately as it becomes available
Pertinent to Ontario, expect PEI to be increasingly • 
become the trade’s source for fresh potatoes as the 
seasn progresses.  For PEI dealers, plan accordingly… 
Retailers are even more strongly committed to and • 
supportive of ‘buy local’ in their home province(s).
While acquisitions and amalgamations have subsided, • 
major supermarket chains (especially those operating 
multiple banners) are actively pursing methods to 
reduce operating costs and improve efficiencies.  This 
will further reduce potential listing and advertising 
opportunities for PEI potatoes .
While traditional potato varieties and five-pound and • 
to a lesser degree ten-pound pack sizes continue to be 
strong in-category sales and volume drivers, retailers 
continue to increasingly focus their weekly sales, 
marketing and promotional efforts on new varieties 
(specialty / convenience / limited availability potato 
varieties) and new pack sizes (e.g, three-pound packs).
Skid displays at retail of 10-pound papers, the PEI potato • 
industry’s workhorse package, continue to decline.
While year-over-year percentage growth of organic • 
potato sales may be staggering, overall organic potato 
sales are still a very small fraction of ‘traditional’ 
potatoes (with BC being the exception to this norm)
There’s ZERO correlation between delivered FOBs to • 
actual shelf retails, an important thought every dealer 
should contemplate whenever they are asked by the 
trade for an even lower price.
Private label expansion continues to muddy the  • 
marketing and province-of-origin waters, for example 
Walmart is the latest major chain in Canada to introduce 
its private label pack, specifically its “Your Fresh 
Market” five-pound polys now available from QC west 
to BC (and whose rollout in Atlantic Canada is coming 
shortly).  Beyond the Board’s and / or PEI dealer bags, 
what private label packaging options can we as a united 
industry explore and pursue (e.g., PEI neck tags on 
private label poly packs; PEI logo on packaging; etc.), to 
help identify PEI potatoes to shoppers at point-of-sale?

Here’s to a successful and highly profitable 2016/17 
season!

The start of a New season
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 Northeastern U.S. Sales Rep Report
Peter Goulet

 Has it really been twelve months since I sat down to 
write this November report?  Crazy how fast time flies – 
which also means we’re all a year older.  Speaking of crazy 
– I’m certainly glad and relieved that this election season 
is over!  I know that most of you keep a close eye on the 
elections here in the States.  I remember watching a sporting 
event when I was a kid.  The commentator was discussing 
a crazy play on the field and said emphatically:  “Can you 
believe it?”    I think that about sums it up this election 
season, process, and final result.  I’ll leave it at that.

It’s now time to shift our focus to selling potatoes and 
this season’s crop.  I have some good news on that front.  
Demand for PEI potatoes has been very brisk and strong 
early.  We’re showing strong numbers year over year as 
compared to last fall.  Unfavorable growing conditions here 
in the east led to below average size 
crops, especially for the smaller family 
farms here in New England with no 
access to irrigation.  Even though most 
retailers here are committed to buying 
locally produced product, the tonnage 
and yields weren’t there this year, and 
they all cleaned up packing and shipping 
very early.  That led to sourcing off the 
Island much earlier than last year.   

Let’s keep our fingers crossed that 
this momentum continues well into 
the season.  Early indications are that it 
should.  There was much enthusiasm and 
support when I made my headquarters 
calls this fall.   Everyone had positive 
comments on their experiences with 
promoting PEI potatoes last season.  Our 
trade programs for both retailers and 
food service operators are in place for this 
fall.  I’ve already confirmed four grocery 
chain ads in early November, with many 
more planned for Thanksgiving week.  
This should ensure a strong demand and 
draw of product off the Island for the 
balance of this calendar year and into 
the New Year.  I’m seeing very few print 
ads in weekly circulars for product from 
western states at this point.

We will be faced with the same 
issues that have created hurdles in past 
seasons, however.  It’s fresh produce – 
it can’t always be easy!  Consumption 

continues to decline.  Consumers’ eating habits and purchase 
behaviors continue to shift towards more specialty and 
ready to heat & eat options.  The fight for shelf space against 
other categories will always be there.  Demand for organics 
is still growing, but this is still a very small percentage of 
the overall potato category.  There are always challenges 
that we’ll have to navigate around and through during the 
season.  That won’t change anytime soon.  

The good news is there’s still plenty of demand for high 
quality potatoes, and they still present consumers with a 
good value in the vegetable section.  Coming out of the 
gate, all indications are that it’s shaping up to be a very 
good season as far as demand from the States.  And with 
the exchange rate where it currently sits, hopefully a good 
year for returns to the growers as well.

Wishing you all Happy Holidays and a very successful 
selling season.  It will be over before we know it!
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Report from the PMaNa Fall Meeting
by Scott Howatt, Processing Coordinator

The 2016 PMANA Fall meeting was held at Harrah’s, 
Las Vegas on November 10th. The meeting focused on the 
reports from the various areas attending and concluded with 
a discussion on the upcoming 2017 contract negotiations. 
There were 36 participants representing all the North 
American growing areas, except Ontario and Wisconsin. The 
PEI Potato Processing Committee sent two representatives: 
Vernon Campbell and Scott Howatt.

Overall potato production in the processing areas of 
North America is up 5,340,000 hundredweight (cwt) or 
1.3% over 2015. Reps from Idaho suggested their NASS 
production is likely understated by 2.6 million cwt. This 
would translate into the 2016 potato production being up 
closer to 7.9 million cwt or 1.9% which means since 2014, 
production in the 12 PMANA areas has increased by over 14 
million cwt.   

There are open processing spuds available in all 
jurisdictions except Alberta and Wisconsin. The growers 
from Washington, Idaho, US Mid-West and PEI reported 
wide variability in crop yields, size profiles and some quality 
parameters. It was also shared that there is late blight, 
pink rot and other storage issues showing up in parts of 
Manitoba, North Dakota, Minnesota and Wisconsin. Grower 
reps from the Pacific North-West (PNW), Quebec and the 
Atlantic North-East all reported very good quality regarding 
crop storability. 

Currently there is no open buying of processing potatoes 
except in Quebec. During harvest, open buying in NB and 
Maine (approx. 700,000 cwt) was at contract price; McCain 
Foods also bought approx. 81,000 cwt of opens in Manitoba 
at $4/cwt.

With regards to movement of the crop, the greatest 
limiting factor to meet the off-shore demand for frozen 
potato product is processing plant capacity in the PNW. 
PMANA President Dale Lathim reported that all processors 
agree with the need for new processing capacity. The Lamb 
Weston expansion at Richland, WA will require another 
300,000,000 pounds of raw. The McCain Foods expansion 
in Florenceville, NB will require another 120,000,000 
pounds of raw and JR Simplot has designs completed and 
all permits in place for a Washington Mega-Plant to mimic 
their Caldwell, Idaho facility (replace old, existing factories 
with one, super-efficient plant).

It was reported that North American processors are 
enjoying strong returns both in the domestic and export 
markets. All processors have recently achieved price 

increases ranging from 1¢ to 4¢ per pound, depending on 
the sector in the market. 

Contract talks for 2016 will be framed on the processors’ 
side by the issue of the continued extra supply of raw 
potatoes and more importantly, the increasing supply of 
acres available for potato production. Growers in the PNW 
continue to offer up more acres for potato production, since 
other crops are providing marginal returns and in some 
cases negative returns. There are non-processing potato 
growers seeking the stability and profit margin contained 
within processing contracts.

During the meeting quite a significant amount of 
time was spent discussing the pros and cons of multi-year 
contracts. Growers in the PNW are considering same, and 
with the grower dynamics at play in Idaho there is no 
indication that Idaho growers will make efforts needed to 
match their production of raw potatoes with the market 
demand. 

The annual meeting of our PEI Potato Processing 
Committee will be held on December 9, 2016 at the Potato 
Board office in Charlottetown starting at 2:30 PM.  All 
processing growers are encouraged to attend.

Have You Heard from  
Your Advisor Lately?

When the markets turn volatile as they have, even 
the most patient investors may come to question 
the wisdom of their investment plan. We would be 
pleased to put our years of experience and knowledge 
to work for you.

Earl Pickard, CIM
Investment Advisor

Deneen Ferguson
Client Associate

Karen Pickard
Administrative Assistant

Dale Turner
Associate Investment Advisor

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC 
and a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry 
Regulatory Organization of Canada.

Pickard Financial Management Group
119 Kent Street, Suite 400, Charlottetown, PE C1A 1N3

902 892-4231 • 1 800 207-0231
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Plant Disease Diagnostic Laboratory 

 2016 Season
Marleen Clark, P. Ag. Plant Disease Diagnostician, 

PEI Department Agriculture & Fisheries, PEI Analytical 
Laboratories

The Prince Edward Island Department of Agriculture’s 
Plant Disease Diagnostic Service (PDDS) provides diagnosis 
and control recommendations primarily for disease 
problems of commercial crops produced on PEI.  Samples 
are submitted to the laboratory by agriculture extension 
staff, producers, growers, agri-business representatives, 
crop insurance agents and the general public. 

The 2016 potato growing season started with some 
variable emergence and scattered seed piece decay 
problems.  Uneven emergence was noticeable early in the 
season with the Prospect potato variety. In most cases, the 
seed pieces were large, solid and blocky yet the eyes were 
not viable. The seed pieces were given the “hot box” test 
and still no eyes germinated.  During the harvesting of this 
variety growers had a high percentage of the seed pieces 
coming up the digger chains with the new crop.  Some of 
these sets were again tested from samples collected during 
harvesting. They were put through the “hot box” test and 
no eyes germinated.  However, isolations from the tissue 
confirmed the presence of the silver scurf fungus.  This 
fungus can attack the eyes of the seed pieces and cause them 
to become inviable.  The silver scurf fungus can spread and 
be dispersed in storage under high humidity conditions. 

Some lots of potato seed were tested for the presence of 
the Fusarium dry rot fungus.  These lots were infected with 
the Fusarium dry rot fungus which in turn can affect plant 
vigour. In the end, less vigorous plants lead to yield losses.   
These lots were from both New Brunswick and PEI.  There 
were four species of Fusarium that caused a seed decay and 
dry rot symptom in three New Brunswick seed lots.  The 
seed was infected with the Fusarium coeruleum fungus 
and it was found to be sensitive to Fludioxionil (Maxim) but 
did show some resistance to the Thiabendazole (Mertect) 
fungicide.  In the PEI seed lots, Fusarium sambucinum, 
Fusarium solani and Fusarium oxysporum were involved in 
the set rot. The Fusarium oxysporum isolates were found to 
be resistant to Fludioxionil (Maxim).  Fusarium solani isolates 
were sensitive to both fungicides but there was some 
resistance from Fusarium sambucinum to Thiabendazole 
(Mertect) fungicide. This Fusarium resistance work was 
completed by Dr. Rick Peters, Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada.  Fortunately, we now have some new potato seed 

treatments available that have yet to show any resistance.

At the first of the growing season, the rainfall was limited 
and some early potato varieties were exhibiting symptoms 
of wilt.  The combination of lack of rainfall and the high levels 
of wilt organisms compounded the early dying syndrome 
for both some early and late maturing varieties.  The fungal 
organisms involved in this wilt phenomenon included 
Verticillium albo-atrum, Rhizoctonia solani, Verticillium 
dahliae, Colletotrichum coccodes and Fusarium spp. This 
season the level of Verticillium appeared high compared 
to other seasons.  Verticillium is known to be present in 
our soils and in the seed.  In potato tubers, Verticillium will 
express itself as a brown, vascular discolouration at the 
stem end.

Two samples of potato stem tissue from a Ranger 
Russet and a Goldrush potato field were submitted to the 
laboratory for analysis.  The potato stems were exhibiting 
an inky, blackish rot at the lower portion and moving 
upwards.   These symptoms were indicative of a blackleg 
stem infection.  Both samples tested positive for the 
Pectobacterium carotovorum subsp. carotovorum which is 
the common less aggressive bacteria involved in a bacterial 
blackleg infection.  A new bacterial blackleg organism known 
as Dickeya has become a concern due to some field losses 
in the US.  This Dickeya spp. can initiate disease at lower 
inoculum levels and have a greater ability to spread quickly 
since they are known to be more aggressive.  Any pathogen 
that does not exist in the Province can only enter here by 
movement of potato seed from an area that the disease 
pathogen exists. 

The major origin of inoculum for late blight has now 
changed from potato tubers to home garden tomato plants.  
Since the US23 late blight genotype was discovered in 2012, 
the level of late blight incidences in potato foliage has been 
reduced.  However, growers are reminded that this new 
strain of late blight is quite aggressive in potato tubers.  This 
season the total number of confirmed late blight cases was 
four.  Environmental conditions for development and spread 
of the late blight fungus were not conducive compared to 
previous years.  Confirmed cases of foliar late blight were 
discovered in the Huntley, Cascumpec and Duvar areas 
of Prince County and the incidence of infection was low.  
The potato varieties involved were Highland Russet and 
Prospect. One potato “tuber” sample of late blight was 
confirmed in the Wellington area and was found in a Ranger 
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Russet field. These late blight isolates have been sent to 
AAFC for genotype identification at the growers’ discretion.  
This season, New Brunswick has confirmed the genotype 
for their Province continues as the US-23 genotype. 

To date, there have been three confirmed cases of pink 
rot identified in  Prospect fields located in the O’Leary area.  
The pink rot fungus requires high moisture when the tubers 
are approaching maturity and can be a serious problem in 
fields with poor drainage and heavy soils. The name “pink 
rot” describes the pink colour that develops in infected 
tuber tissue when tubers are cut and exposed to air for 15 
to 30 minutes.  Pink rot infection can be a serious problem 
in storage, and high humidity along with poor ventilation 
can cause heavy losses of stored potatoes.  Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada has tested the three pink rot isolates and 
all were sensitive to metalaxyl.  The Metalaxyl-resistant 
isolates of Phytophthora erythroseptica were not found 
in these samples and the efficacy of metalaxyl products 
for control is still recommended for use in this area of the 
Province.

The Clearwater potato variety was showing some leaf 
spotting this season (Figure 1).  

The lower leaves were exhibiting severe, small, blackish, 
pin-sized, lesions; some had light-green haloes. Isolations 
from the leaf tissue indicated the presence of the black 
dot fungus, Colletotrichum coccodes.  Preliminary results 
completed at the National Fungal Identification Service 
(NFIS) confirmed the fungus is Colletotrichum coccodes.  
The past few years, this fungus has been showing up more 
frequently in both potato stem and tuber tissue.  Black dot 
is a common disease of potato and is often underestimated 
as the symptoms are similar to more common potato 

diseases.  On the potato foliage, symptoms are nearly 
indistinguishable from early blight or ozone pollution 
damage.  On tubers, it produces blemishes that are easily 
mistaken for silver scurf.  Black dot is named after the 
abundant black dots that form on the stem tissue late in 
the growing season when the plants start to senesce.  It 
is involved in the early dying syndrome and can be easily 
mistaken for a Verticillium or a White Mould infection.  A 
laboratory test is the only way to confirm if the fungus is 
present.  This season the black dot fungus has been isolated 
from both potato stems and potato tubers.  The varieties 
that were infected included Clearwater, Russet Burbank, 
Goldrush, Prospect, Superior, Innovator and Eva.

Common potato scab started to show up late in the 
growing season. The varieties that were infected included 
Eva, Prospect and Ranger Russet.  As well, this season there 
was some wireworm damage that looked similar to common 
scab lesions.  The reason for this is that the wireworm holes 
act as an entry point for secondary soil-borne pathogens 
to enter.  Isolations completed on both scab lesions and 
wireworm lesions confirmed the presence of Fusarium 
spp., fungal gnats, springtails ( AAFC) and bacteria feeding 
nematodes.  

Other crops that the laboratory regularly carries out 
plant disease diagnostic work for includes Barley, Wheat, 
Faba bean, Cole crops, Carrots, Onions, Soybeans, and Fruit 
crops.  This season, one Faba bean field was infected with a 
new Fusarium called Fusarium cerealis (NFIS).  This fungus 
is associated with Fusarium Head Blight in winter wheat 
in Manitoba.  As well, a new disease in soybeans for our 
province has been found. Soybean seeds were exhibiting 
a crinkled, white skin around the seed coats.  The seeds 
appeared white beside the healthy seed.  Confirmatory work 
is being conducted to positively identify this disease.  Finally, 
an invasive species of a weed called “Virginia creeper” was 
identified in the Eastern part of the province around some 
trees.   It is a climbing vine that is native in Ontario and parts 
of Quebec.  It is not native to PEI and will smother trees and 
shrubs, reducing diversity.

Figure1. Leaf spotting on Clearwater leaves.
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Estimate of 2016 Potato Yields and Production in the United States 
by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, UPGC, Kevin@unitedpotatocanada.com

The Estimate of Potato Crop Production in the United 
States was released by NASS in early November. (Table 1.)
Fall Potato Production is expected to be up only 0.1% over 
2015. The estimate is for 405,172,000 cwt. compared to 
last year’s 404,701,000 cwt. Since there was still some late 
harvest occurring in the Red River Valley at release time, 
the estimate may not have covered all of the production in 
North Dakota.

Idaho has one of the largest increases due in part to its 
yield but also due to excellent quality. This year’s crop has 
few defects leading to high pack outs for fresh potatoes and 
great recovery for processing spuds. Washington production 
is up about 6 million cwt but with 95% processing in the 
state, those potatoes hold a contract on them. Colorado 
production is down as the crop was challenged to finish up 
at the end of the growing season. The largest decrease is 
in North Dakota, which saw very significant rainfall events 
during the latter part of fall. At one point in time it was 
expected that 30% of the crop would be lost in the Red River 
Valley, but mild weather allowed harvesters to pick up some 
more of the remaining crop. It remains to be seen what the 
quality will be like for product from those water soaked 
fields. Maine’s production is expected to be down 10% or 
1.5 million cwt this year. Acreage was reduced at planting 
time as markets moved away for the fresh and processing 
crop. So overall, the expected production in the fall potato 
crop category is very close to last year.

Yields were very good this year, moving the national 
average from 433 cwt/acre a year ago up to 451cwt/acre 
for 2016. Washington’s yield may be moved up later in the 
year, as it is known that some producers harvested very 
high yielding crops there. Oregon’s yield returned to more 
normal levels after a very hot season last year. North Dakota 
results are varied; some areas have high yields while others 
were not able to harvest their entire crop creating a low 
average. Overall crops were good.

Canada’s production will be released by Statistics 
Canada on November 28th. Production is expected to be 
down by approximately 1.5%.

United Potato Growers of Canada help to sponsor the 

Business Summit that is held just prior to the NPC Potato 
Expo in January.  For the first time in 2017 this event will be 
live streamed so that those who cannot attend in person 
can view the presentations.  If you are interested in this 
option and wish to learn more please visit:

www.potatobusinesssummit.com
Livestreaming will begin at 8 AM Pacific time - Noon Atlantic 
time.

State 2015 2016 Percent
(‘000 cwt) (‘000 cwt)

Idaho 130,400 139,320 6.80%

Washington 100,300 106,470 6.20%

Wisconsin 27,813 27,495 -1.50%

Oregon 21,784 23,146 6.30%

Colorado 22,575 21,944 -2.80%

North Dakota 27,600 19,840 -7.20%

Minnesota 16,200 17,640 8.80%

Michigan 17,550 17,205 -2.00%

Maine 16,120 14,490 -10.10%

Total Fall Product 404,701 405,172 0.10%

Table 1. 2016 U.S. Potato Production 
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service November 
9 2016.

BUCKWHEAT SEED FOR SALE
$20 per 25 KG loaded in totes

$23 per bag for individual 25 kg bags

Rates good until January 5, 2017 with a 10% deposit

Call:  John MacLauchlan 
(902) 676-2982,  cell (902) 620-9151
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INDUstRY UPDates
New CEO Announced for Innovation PEI
October 21, 2016. Charlottetown, PEI - David Keedwell 

has accepted the position of CEO of Innovation PEI.  His 
extensive private sector experience in export sales and 
marketing, business development, and finance will drive 
government’s efforts to grow the economy, build on our 
export success, and create meaningful employment for 
Islanders.

Innovation PEI is the lead organization for business 
development on Prince Edward Island.  Innovation PEI 
provides supports and services to existing and emerging 
businesses.  It assists entrepreneurs in developing new 
products, identifying potential markets, and by providing 
training to facilitate growth.  Innovation PEI also aggressively 
pursues and promotes new businesses that may have an 
interest in establishing or growing on Prince Edward Island.

David Keedwell has extensive private sector experience 
as VP of sales at Cavendish Produce and is a recognized 
committed, resourceful and enthusiastic leader.  He is an 
accomplished senior executive with 25 years of experience 
with extensive focus in general management, export sales 
and marketing, business development and finance.  He 
holds an EMBA from the University of Western Ontario Ivey 
School of Business, a Bachelor of Arts from St. Francis Xavier 
University and a Diploma in Agriculture from the University 
of Guelph.

United Potato Growers of America selects 
Mark Klompien as new CEO

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH (Nov. 16) 
– United Potato Growers of America 
announced today that its executive board 
has unanimously chosen Mark Klompien 
as the organization’s next president and 
chief executive officer, replacing Jerry 
Wright. “We are excited to have Mark on 
board to lead UPGA and continue on the 
solid foundation laid by Jerry Wright,” 
said Chairman Ellithorpe.

Before joining UPGA, Mark Klompien served for four 
and half years as president of the Idaho Grower Shippers 
Association. Prior to his time with the IGSA, he was the 
vice president of supply chain management at Idahoan 
Foods, and also spent 18 years at Basic American Foods, 
and six years at Lamb Weston. During his tenure with BAF, 
Mr. Klompien held a number of positions in engineering, 
operations, raw material, supply chain, procurement, and 
government relations.

Mr. Klompien spent virtually his entire life in potatoes 
– from growing up and working on his father’s seed 
potato farm in Montana, to his lengthy career in the 
potato processing industry. He has worked first-hand with 
all of the grower shippers in Idaho, as well as most other 
potatoproducing states, and has built positive and trusting 
relationships along the way. Mr. Klompien has served as the 
chairman of the Potato Executive Committee for the Idaho 
Association of Commerce and Industry, and also served as a 
board member and executive committee vice-chair of IACI. 
He served on the College of Agriculture advisory board for 
the University of Idaho, and on the board of the United 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Association.

Mr. Klompien holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
agriculture engineering from Montana State University, 
and completed the Stanford Graduate School of Business 
executive program. He obtained his professional engineering 
license in 1995. He and his wife Valerie make their home in 
Idaho Falls, Idaho.

Government of Canada Helps Canadian 
Agricultural Industry Gain New Market 

Opportunities in China
November 9, 2016 – (Ottawa, Canada) – Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Canada - The Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, has concluded 
his second successful mission to China where he helped 
secure new export opportunities for Canadian agricultural 
producers and processors.

Over the 10-day mission, Minister MacAulay and a 
delegation of over 100 Canadian industry representatives 
from all 10 provinces visited the cities of Qingdao, Beijing 
and Shanghai. Meetings were held with Chinese ministers, 
agriculture and agri-food businesses and exporters. The 
Minister also attended two major tradeshows in Qingdao 
and Shanghai to help promote Canadian products.

As a result of the two tradeshows, Canadian industry 
representatives reported qualifying more than 5,500 
leads,over 30 percent of which they believe will lead to 
future business. In terms of sales, industry representatives 
reported some $37 million in on-site sales and $230 million 
in anticipated sales over the next year.

In addition, as a result of various networking and 
promotional events where Minister MacAulay was key in 
encouraging business-to-business meetings, such as Export 
Cafés and Savour Canada events, Canadian industry also 
reported numerous on-site sales and leads that will generate 
business.  Agriculture ministers from Prince Edward Island, 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and Labrador and Alberta as 
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well as representatives from the seafood, livestock, pork, 
beef, grains, oilseeds, pulses, processed foods, beverages 
and horticultural sectors  Last year, Canada exported over $6 
billion worth of agricultural, agri-food and fish and seafood 
to China.  China is the world’s second largest economy, and 
Canada’s second-largest single-country trading partner.

Building on Prime Minister Trudeau’s visit in September, 
this mission showcases Canada’s agriculture, agri-food, fish 
and seafood. The mission also highlights the importance of 
bilateral trade between Canada and China and will create 
new opportunities to help grow Canada’s economy and 
middle class.

Government of Canada Secures Market 
Access for Alberta Seed Potatoes to Thailand

October 31, 2016 – Ottawa, Ontario – Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada - The Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, 
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, announced today 
that the Government of Canada has secured market access 
for Alberta seed potatoes to Thailand.

Effective immediately, Alberta becomes the third 
province to have an export agreement with Thailand, joining 
Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick, both of which 
secured export agreements in 2009. Combined, these three 
provinces form about 76% of Canada’s seed potato exports. 
Alberta’s seed potato exports to Tailand could be worth up to 
$2 million annually, according to industry experts, adding to 
the $5 million on average exported annually to that country. 
The increased access will advance the competitiveness of, 
and create new opportunities for, the seed potato sector.

McCain Foods Breaks Ground for Expansion 
in Florenceville, NB

October 3, 2016.  Florenceville, NB - Management at 
McCain Foods and invited guests officially broke ground 

today to mark the start of construction on the major 
expansion to its French fry plant in Florenceville-Bristol as 
announced in June. 

From left to Right: Allison McCain, Chairman, McCain 
Foods Limited, Andrew Harvey, MLA Carleton-Victoria, Dale 
McCarthy, VP Integrated Supply Chain NA, David Good, 
Director Agriculture Supplier Relations NA, Shai Altman, 
President, McCain Foods Canada, Karl Curtis, Mayor of 
Florenceville-Bristol, Jeff DeLapp, Regional President NA, 
Matt Hemphill, Executive Director Potatoes New Brunswick, 
Marc Kilfoil, French Fry Plant Manager, TJ Harvey, MP 
Tobique-Mactaquac, Greg Toner, Regional Director, 
Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries.

The 32,000 square foot expansion housing a new 
production line with state-of-the-art manufacturing 
equipment and technology will allow the company to meet 
the growing demands for hash browns and other specialty 
potato products with their retail and foodservice customers 
across North America. 

The company expects the new line to begin production 
in August 2017.

SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday 

February 14,
2017

PEI Potato Day
A group from Venezuela, hosted by Red Isle Produce,  including 
government inspectors, a grower and PepsiCo staff visited Fox Island 
Elite Seed Potato Farm while touring the Island looking at PEI potatoes 
for potential export to their country.
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Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for 
further information on any of these events. 

January 2017
Jan 4  United Potato Business Summit 
  San Francisco, CA

Jan 4-6  NPC Potato Expo 2016 
  San Francisco, CA

January 27 PEI Federation of Agriculture AGM
  Location TBA.

February 2017
Feb 14  PEI Potato Day     
  Credit Union Place, Summerside, PEI

Feb 15  AAFC Fredericton Open House and  
  Accelerated Release  Variety Day 
  Fredericton, NB

Feb 26- 28  Restaurants Canada Show
  Toronto, ON at the Direct Energy  
  Centre

March 2017
Mar 1 & 2 PEI Soil & Crop Improvement   
  Conference
  Location TBA.

Mar 14-16 Canadian Horticultural Council   
  AGM  
  Winnipeg, MB

42nd DOW AgroSciences & Bayer CropScience
AGRICULTURAL CURLING FUN SPIEL

Friday, February 24 & Saturday, February 25, 2017
Silver Fox Curling & Yacht Club

Contact Carl Delaney 902-436-4842, cell 902-432-0147, email carl.delaney@pei.sympatico.ca

USDA Clears GM Potato Modified to 
Withstand Bruising

October 31, 2016 - A new potato variety, that’s 
genetically modified to withstand bruising, has been 
cleared for commercialization, without undergoing USDA’s 
deregulatory process for biotech crops. The agency has 
advised the potato’s developer, Calyxt, that the cultivar 
is not a “regulated article” under federal law because it 
doesn’t contain genes from plant pests. 

Because most commercial biotech crops incorporate 
genes from plant pests, they were subject to environmental 
analysis and a risk assessment from USDA before they were 
deregulated. 

In the case of Calyxt’s “PPO_KO” potato, the variety 
was created through the “knockout” of an unwanted gene 
that causes bruising, without leaving plant pest genes in the 
crop. 

The cultivar will reduce browning in fresh potatoes as 
well as bruising “to minimize crop rejection and waste in 
processing lines,” said Federico Tripodi, Calyxt’s CEO, in 
an email. Up to 5 percent of fries and chips are rejected 
because of discoloration, he said. 

With the USDA’s recent approval, the company plans to 
work with “third party researchers” to plant the variety in 
U.S. fields, he said. 

Source: Capital Press/potatopro.com.

 



Fox Island 
Elite Seed Potato Farm

Owned and operated by the Potato Producers of  
Prince Edward Island

Full tissue culture laboratory and screenhouse production facilities

Seed inspected by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Box storage in ventilated warehouse

Contracted production of proprietary varieties with signed agreements

Wide range of public commercial and specialty varieties available

Nuclear Plantlets, Nuclear Minitubers, Pre-Elite Seed, Elite I Seed Potatoes
Elite II Seed Potatoes

Please call Mary Kay at (902) 892-6551 or Matt at (902) 853-7866 for details on seed availability for 2017.
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GROW POTATOES, 
NOT SWISS CHEESE.

Proven by PEI growers to increase marketable yield.
No expensive application equipment required.

Safe, easy-to-use liquid.

Don’t let wireworms make a snack of your livelihood.

Protect your crop with Capture – a convenient liquid  
insecticide engineered to fit your operation.
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