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Chairman’s Comments
by Rodney Dingwell, PEI Potato Board Chairman

It’s hard to realize that the first month of 2017 is almost
gone as I write this message. I am pleased and humbled to be
serving as Chairman for the PEI Potato Board for the coming
year and I thank the Board of Directors for the trust they have
shown to allow me to undertake this task.
I first want to thank Alex Docherty for acting as chairman
for the last two years and for his commitment to the total
industry. A job well done, Alex. I also want to thank retiring
directors Don Godfrey and Kirk Shea for all their efforts on the
industry’s behalf. On behalf of all the Board, I welcome Harris
Callaghan and Mark MacMillan as new directors
It has been very nice to start out 2017 on a positive note
with regard to movement and prices for the fresh potato crop.
We have the opportunity to not only fill the supply gap that
has been created due to lower yields in eastern North America,
but to provide the quality and service with PEI potatoes that
can help us to win long term customers.
Processing demand also seems strong across North America,
which is welcome news. Domestic and export markets have
strengthened, and we’ve experienced increased processing
usage here in PEI as well.
Given these developments in the fresh and processed
markets, many people feel we will have to manage our supply
to avoid running out of potatoes even earlier this year. It’s
important to note that there will be challenges ahead when,
as is expected, yields return to normal in the 2017 growing
season. I encourage growers to think about ways to keep the
supply in line with demand before you finalize your acres for
2017.
As well it is very encouraging to see post-harvest test results
coming back so well, with the best pass record we have had
in many years. The good quality local seed available for 2017
should give us all a good start to the season.
There is lot of work ongoing in PEI to help potato growers
improve production practices and increase yield and quality.
There are numerous information sessions scheduled for
February and March, and the Board encourages you to take
part in any that you feel will be of benefit for your operation.

environment and agriculture staff
over the past few years. Progress
has been slower than we would
like to see in achieving practical
changes to environmental regulations in our province that
would bring us more in line with regulations in other provinces,
but we feel those changes will come. It was encouraging to see
that the 2015 pilot program involving conservation officers
without guns led to the formation of a full Agri-Environmental
Unit in 2016. Those officers are dealing with agricultural issues
with a focus on education and assisting growers to comply
with what are often complex regulations. Unfortunately at the
present time some producers are dealing with environmental
charges relating to a severe weather event last summer. We
continue to work with growers and government officials to
find ways to address true risks to health and the environment,
while reducing the negative impact on farms and families from
charges for paperwork-related infractions.
In December 2016, your board voted to close the Borden
Inspection station but to retain the ownership of it so that
it could be reopened on short notice should the need arise.
I want, on behalf the industry, to thank the staff who we
had to lay off due to the closure. They were very loyal and
conscientious , some serving for the full 18 years that our
facility was open, and telling them the building was closing
was the hardest part of the decision. We realize this has been
a controversial decision but feel it is in the best interests of
the overall industry. Changes are in the works to deal with levy
slips, disinfection, and other associated services previously
offered at the facility.
We are also working within national organizations like the
Canadian Potato Council/Canadian Horticultural Council and
United Potato Growers of Canada on many issues, including
availability of crop protectants, cost recovery, PCN guidelines,
and access to new export markets.
As directors of our organization, we appreciate hearing
from growers and other industry members about issues of
importance for you. Please call your director, myself or Board
staff if you have issues you would like the Board to consider.

The Potato Board has spent a great deal of time working with
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Potato Board News

Board Welcomes New Directors and Elects
New Executive for 2017

The Prince Edward Island Potato Board has a new
executive as a result of its December 14, 2016 Board of
Directors meeting.
Rodney Dingwell of Morell was elected as the new
Chairman of the Board. Rodney and his family own and
operate Mo Dhaicdh Farms Ltd., growing processing
and tablestock potatoes. Rodney served as Vice Chair in
2015/2016 and represents the processing sector for the
Montague-Souris District on the Board.
The new Vice-Chairman of the Board is Darryl Wallace of
Cascumpec. Darryl and his family own and operate Wallace
Family Farms. Darryl served as Secretary-Treasurer for
the Board in 2015/2016. Darryl represents the processing
sector for the West Prince District.
The third member of the Executive Committee is
Jason Hayden of Cherry Valley who was elected SecretaryTreasurer. Jason joined the Board in 2015/16 and he
represents the tablestock sector for the Montague-Souris
District.
Also joining the Board are two new directors: Mark

MacMillan of Pownal, who will be representing the
processing sector for the Charlottetown District. Mark has a
young family and farms with his father Wilfred and brother
Aaron. This is his first time as a Potato Board director.
Harris Callaghan of St. Louis, who will be representing
the tablestock sector for the West Prince District, farms with
his father, brother and son in Miminegash growing table and
processing potatoes. Harris is a familiar face at the Board
table, completing his most recent term in 2011/12.
The returning Board Directors are Alex Docherty, Fulton
Hamill, Wayne Townshend, Owen Ching, David Francis,
John Hogg, and Glen Rayner. Ashton Perry of Elmsdale also
participates in Board meetings as a representative of the PEI
Young Farmers Association.

CFIA Launches Cost Recovery Consultation

On January 26, 2017, CFIA announced that it was initiating
a two phase consultation on its cost recovery program.
CFIA indicated most of its fees have not changed since the
organization was created almost 20 years ago, therefore it
is looking at streamlining and updating the fees to cover the
increased cost of delivering services.
The CFIA proposal is complex, and the timeframe for

Congratulations to David and Brett Francis of Lady Fane, Winners of the

Gilbert R. Clements Award for Excellence in Environmental Farm Planning
David and Brett Francis were this year’s recipients of the Gilbert R. Clements Award for Excellence in Environmental
Farm Planning. They were one of the first farmers to install an integrated soil conservation system on the Island.
David and Brett have installed thousands of feet of soil
conservation features, including: farmable berms, grass waterways,
diversion terraces, strip cropping, and have retired 35 acres of high
sloped land. The Francis farm was one of the first to use permanent
grassed headlands in all of their potato crop, which has now become
common practice. The farm uses a conservation tillage implement for
primary tillage, resulting in 20-30% crop residue for overwintering
before potatoes.
All potato fields which are harvested prior to mid-October have
cover crops planted, and other fields are protected by bale busting
or pre-harvest broadcasting cereal cover crops. David and Brett are
progressive with pest management techniques, including professional
crop scouting for integrated pest management practices. The farm
maintains hedgerows, and performs select cutting on their 100 acre Left to right: Brett Francis, David Francis, David
Mol, 1st Vice President and Robert Godfrey,
woodlot.
David and Brett were presented with the award at the PEI Executive Director of the PEI Federation of
Agriculture at the presentation ceremony.
Federation of Agriculture AGM on Friday, January 27, 2017.
January/February 2017
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responses is incredibly short: responses from industry are
due by March 31, 2017. CFIA is seeking specific input on:
• a proposed list of services that allows fees to be
charged consistently for similar CFIA services;
• proposed service standards for CFIA services;
• the appropriate level of cost sharing between
regulated parties and taxpayers;
• impacts of potential fee increases on businesses.
CFIA says it will then provide a summary of the feedback
and propose specific fees for each service. We have seen
other short response times on issues of high importance to
our sectors in recent years, and we feel that an extension to
the deadline for Phase 1 is essential. CFIA has been working
on the new cost recovery proposal for many years, and
allowing two months for industry to respond is unacceptable.
The Board will be asking Canadian Agriculture Minister
Lawrence MacAulay to extend the deadline in order to allow
the industry to truly understand what’s being proposed and
to respond with well-researched and rational feedback on
the questions that are being asked.

4R Survey

The PEI Potato Board has been an active supporter
of the 4R Nutrient Stewardship Program for four years
now. The first phase of the program involved research

projects, demonstration plots, and communications about
the program. These efforts have been sponsored on PEI
by Fertilizer Canada, the PEI Department of Agriculture
& Fisheries, the PEI Potato Board, the PEI Federation
of Agriculture and the Kensington North Watershed
Association.
The second phase is to get a sense of what growers are
doing locally (intentionally as a 4R practice or just something
they do as part of their regular program) that fits in with the
4R philosophy. To get this process started, Kayla Nieuwhof,
the PEI Potato Board intern funded under the Agriculture &
Agri-Food Canada Agricultural Youth Green Jobs Initiative, is
doing a survey with approximately 20% of our grower base.
The sample is statistically based and the representative
sample will give us insight into the level of adoption. In
the early stages, results have been very encouraging. A
full report on the survey results will be presented upon
completion.

Disinfection Certificate and Log Books

It was just a little over a year ago this month that
the industry was dealing with the process to assume
responsibility for carrying out the disinfection services that
are required to successfully grow, store and ship a quality
potato crop. Previous to this time, the disinfection program

Booklet will educate off-highway riders

A new guidebook will educate riders how to operate off-highway vehicles safely and legally and prevent
costly damage to Island agriculture. The booklet was developed in response to multiple instances of crop
damage on farms across Prince Edward Island due to snowmobiles and ATVs. It is a joint effort of the PEI
Federation of Agriculture and the provincial departments of Agriculture and Fisheries, Communities, Land
and Environment, and Justice and Public Safety, together with the PEI ATV Federation and the PEI Snowmobile
Federation.
“There was a need to ensure the information was out there for riders – as well as landowners –so they
know the law especially as it relates to operating off-highway vehicles around the farming community,” said
Executive Director Robert Godfrey of the Federation of Agriculture, which is leading the initiative.
“The Federation certainly commends the provincial government for joining this effort, as well as the offhighway vehicle community that has stepped in and helped design this educational book.”
Agriculture and Fisheries Minister Alan McIsaac agrees that this initiative will be beneficial to Island
farmers.
“The farming community is an integral part of our rural communities and our
Island economy,” Minister McIsaac said. “Ensuring farms are protected from crop
OFF HIGHWAY
VEHICLE OPERATION
damage -- and off-highway vehicle operators have proper knowledge of the laws –
in Prince Edward Island
is an effort this government has been happy to collaborate on.”
INITIATIVE PARTNERS
The free booklet is available at all Access PEI locations and at the PEI Federation
of Agriculture in Charlottetown. The snowmobile and ATV federations will also
provide a copy to all trail pass holders this winter.
Now that the booklet has been released, government will step-up enforcement
in the coming months to prevent damage to agricultural land.
A Practical Guide for Users
and Landowners
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had been provided by the provincial government.
From historical experience with diseases such as
Bacterial Ring Rot to current day concerns with new threats
like Dickeya spp., good cleaning and sanitation practices
are a cornerstone in preventing disease entry and spread
within a potato operation.
Following the workshop series sponsored by the PEI
Potato Board and featuring information sessions led by
David MacSwain, Dr. Solke de Boer and Ken Lingley, many
growers set up their own disinfection equipment on the
farm. The PEI Department of Agriculture and Fisheries,
through Growing Forward 2 funds, was supportive of both
the workshops and installation of equipment on farm
and in packing sheds. The Potato Board put together
disinfection log books for growers to record disinfection
activities for their own equipment and facilities, information
required for many assurance schemes. They also provided
disinfection certificate books containing record sheets that
could be provided to customers providing assurance that
truck disinfection had been carried out prior to loading and
shipping. These record books are available from the Board
office at a cost of $5.75 per book.

Proposed Imidacloprid Phase-out

In November, the PMRA announced a proposed threeyear phase-out imidacloprid (common trade name Admire)
for agricultural and most other outdoor uses, based on
findings from the PMRA’s evaluation of all registered uses
of imidacloprid. The PMRA has taken the position that
its evaluation found that the current high volume use

in agricultural areas is not sustainable due to potential
impacts on aquatic invertebrates (e.g., mayflies and
midges). Where an alternative product is not available,
the PMRA will consider an extended phase-out up to 5
years. The PMRA initiated a 90-day comment period on this
proposed decision which closes on February 21, 2017. A
special targeted review will be conducted on thiamethoxam
(Actara and Cruiser are some trade names) and clothianidin
(i.e. trade names Gaucho, Titan) focusing on the potential
risks to aquatic invertebrates.
The registrant is also conducting a technical review of
the data from Quebec and Ontario that triggered the special
review by PMRA.
As with other product re-evaluation decisions the
potato industry has faced in the past, such as for Linuron
and Bravo, a response will be formulated for the Canadian
industry through the Canadian Potato Council. A survey
has been sent out to growers asking for details on usage
patterns and frequency of use, as well as information on
the importance of the product to your operation and viable
alternatives. Growers have been very good to return these
surveys in the past and the Board encourages you to do so
again by the deadline of February 7, 2017.
The PMRA will consider alternative risk management
strategies that address the identified concerns.

Carson Adams of West Prince, a student at the Dalhousie
Faculty of Agriculture of West Prince, was awarded the
Paul MacPhail Potato Industry Scholarship in 2016. Carson
is shown here with Dr. Claude Caldwell, Associate Dean
Academic at the awards banquet held in November 2016.
January/February 2017
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The PEI Bag Company has been a stable part of the Island
industry since 1935. A big part of its success has been a strong
employee base - people with a good work ethic, adaptable to
change, who offer good customer service, know their job and
make the company a pleasant place to work.
In 1935, three Island entrepreneurs - Leslie F. Simmons, Lorne
H. MacFarlane and Silas H. MacFarlane - saw an opportunity to
meet the packaging requirements of Prince Edward Island’s
growing potato industry. They began manufacturing jute potato
bags, and in 1936, their business was incorporated as the Prince
Edward Island Bag Company Limited. Today, the business is still
in the family, owned by its founders’ descendants although they
are no longer involved in the day to day operations. When Thane
Smallwood returned to his home province of PEI to take over
the job of General Manager in 2006, he said a major factor in his
decision to take the job was the strong team in place at the Bag
Company.
Carol Gaudet has been featured in several local media articles
this year after being voted Employee of the Year by the Greater
Jerry MacDonald does some sightseeing during a trip to China to visit
suppliers of the material PEI Bag purchases to make mesh bags.
8
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Summerside Chamber of Commerce. She has enjoyed
a long career at the Bag Company, which shows no
signs of slowing down. Carol started sewing burlap
bags 52 years ago when she was 16 years old. Now a
grandmother, she still enjoys coming in to work. The
sewing room has not changed much over the years,
but there is a lot that has.
Cathy Perry joined the company in 1976, a year
when there was a drought in Europe and PEI potato
exporters picked up the slack. The sewing room at PEI
Bag was busy for two shifts, 16 hours a day to fill all the
orders. Even into the 1980’s the company was busy
producing burlap sacks for 8-10 months of the year.
While she and Carol still sew burlap sacks, it is now a
mainly seasonal business over a 3-4 month period.
Carol and Cathy and their co-workers have learned
to operate new machinery while working with new
materials as the line has expanded over the years
to include paper bag manufacturing and mesh bags
for the horticulture and aquaculture industry. The
company also acts as a dealer for poly bags which they
purchase from Farnell Packaging in Halifax.
Increasing products and sales meant more
opportunities for employees on PEI. Jerry MacDonald
started out driving a delivery truck in 1973 before
moving to the shipping department, then the order
desk and then into sales. He spent the last twenty years

as Sales Manager and
recently retired after 43
years on the job. As he
looks back on his career,
the highlight that stands
out for him is not one
event but the people
that he got to work
with everyday. He says
“Every day that I went
to work was a pleasure
– we have great people
working at the company Jerry MacDonald recently
and I dealt with most of retired after a 43 year career
the growers and packers with the Bag Company.
on the Island, many
of whom I count as friends.” Jerry has seen a lot of
changes in the industry – moving from jute to paper,
stocking poly and boxes while dealing with a wide
range of colours and logos. When Jerry started he
says he had 600-700 customers, mainly in the potato
business. Now there are fewer Island potato customers
as a smaller number do the bulk of the potato trade,
the market has expanded to the US and bags are
produced for a range of products besides potatoes.
Jerry dealt with generations of potato people starting
with the fathers and then the sons and in some cases
the grandsons. He appreciates the opportunity he had

Experienced employees Carol Gaudet (left) and Cathy Perry (center) help keep production moving smoothly at the PEI Bag
Company located in Bedeque, PEI. On the right Carol is busy sewing burlap sacks used for export markets.
January/February 2017
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to work at something he enjoyed and the chance to
meet and work with a lot of wonderful people.
Sandra Peters has been working for the Bag
Company in the sales and accounting departments
since 1980 and has lived through all the changes
described by Jerry. She
remembers the days
when they would turn
the “closed” sign on the
door and shut down
for lunch. “We would
always answer the door
if someone knocked”,
she laughs, “but you
would never close like
that now during the
day.” She says that one
Sandra Peters.
of the most enjoyable
aspects of her job is the learning atmosphere. “There
is always something new to learn,” she says, “be it a
new accounting or order processing system, a new
customer or new service we offer - it keeps things
interesting.”
Other long term employees who have recently

retired include Dale MacLeod and Brent Schurman.
Dale worked with Carol sewing burlap bags for 47 years.
They worked side by side keeping each other going,
laughing and enjoying the work. Brent, the controller
and secretary/treasurer for the owners, retired in 2015
after 37 years with the company. Brent and Sandra
would have experienced the transition from manual
recording of all financial records to computers and fully
automated accounting software that is commonplace
today.
But Smallwood is not worried about losing all of
his talent to retirement. “While the last number of
years have been challenging with senior employees
retiring, we are always developing new talent or hiring
new employees who bring a different perspective to
the business. What serves us well is blending the
experience of senior employees with the development
of new employees. This allows us to work hard each
day to best serve our customers.”

Fox Island
Elite Seed Potato
Farm
Seed For Sale
Commercial Varieties:
Variety		

Class

PHT Reading

Goldrush		

E1 & E2

clear

Kennebec		

E1		

clear

Superior		

E1 & E2

clear

Teton Russet

E1		

clear

Yukon Gem

E1 & E2

clear

Market Garden Varieties:
Elite 3, $15/50 lab bag
All Blue, Caribe, Eramosa, Goldrush, Irish
Cobbler, Jemseg, Lumpers, Norland, Yukon Gold.

Putting paper bags together at the PEI Bag Company
manufacturing line in Bedeque.
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2017 Potato Expo
The 2017 NPC Potato Expo was held in San Francisco and seed, were held in the afternoon. A few of the
at the Moscone Center from January 4-6. An estimated highlights included:
1,800 potato growers and industry members from • Weather trends and risk in U.S. Potato Production:
around the world attended the premier event.
ag meteorologist Eric Snodgrass analyzed 69 years
On Wednesday in the Exhibit Hall, and just prior to
of weather data and potato yields for Idaho. He
the Kick-Off Reception, the SPUD NATION™ Throwdown
concluded that warm Mays, and cool Julys have the
Cook-Off took place with a competition between
biggest contribution to high yields in that State. He
international chefs showcasing original recipes and
also advised that La Nina is weak this year, and that’s
unique takes on blending Asian/Latin American and
helping bring snow and rain to the western U.S. He
Western foods - with potatoes as a key ingredient.
concluded that his model is projecting Idaho potato
yields that will be higher than trendline yields for
Expo sessions began on Thursday morning with
2017, which was not welcome news to those in
a talk by Rich Karlgaard, an Economics and Thought
attendance.
Leader and Columnist for Forbes and Entrepreneur
publications. His presentation was entitled, “Four • Dickeya: It was standing room only in this session,
Megatrends and Three Best Practices that will Shape
during which Dr. Amy Charkowski of Colorado State
your Business in the Future”, but one of the subtopics
and Dr. Jay Hao, University of Maine, presented
he focused on was “Trump & Technology: the Twin
the most recent information on this new disease.
Tornadoes”.
He also speculated that perhaps the
They described low emergence, decayed stems
next “Uber” platform that might be of interest to
and rotted tubers that some growers, primarily
the agricultural sector would involve a platform to
along the U.S. eastern seaboard, have experienced
enable the sharing of unused or
since 2015.
Dickeya infections
underutilized farm machinery.
have been confirmed in 21 states,
from Maine to Florida and as far
This was followed by a panel
west as Idaho. Maine seems to be
discussion moderated by Phil
the epicenter of the infection, with
Lempert, the Supermarket Guru,
many Maine seedlots continuing to
with the chefs from the cooking
test positive for Dickeya. A great
competition the previous day.
deal of research is underway in the
They discussed global food service
U.S. to understand more about the
perspectives and where potatoes fit
disease, including how predictive
in their local culture and cuisine.
the lab testing (which has now
The morning session wound up
been standardized among several
with another panel discussion - this
labs in the U.S., as well as ACS in
time covering “Farming in Silicon
Fredericton and PQI in PEI) is of the
Valley.”
actual levels of infection in the field
The luncheon speaker was the
when that seed is planted.
leader of the Mars Rover landing
• There were several other
team. He gave an inspiring talk on his
interesting presentations during
journey from being in a rock band to
the breakouts, so please contact
taking a night course on astronomy
the Board if you’d like to learn more
to doing advanced degrees in the
about a specific topic.
science. The process used to form
The show wound up with an
teams to make the landing a success
incredibly high energy presentation
was also of interest, along with
on “Bringing Poutine to the Masses:
amazing video of the event.
Potatoes with Personality” by Ryan
Breakout sessions for the various Officially Licensed to Print
Canada’s 150 Logo
Smolkin, CEO of Smoke’s Poutinerie.
potato sectors - chip, fresh, process
th
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Smolkin started Smoke’s in 2008 with one location in
Toronto, and has since exploded with locations across
Canada and in the U.S. As he repeatedly stated, his
goal is “global domination”, and he plans to have 1,300
locations around the world by 2020. The interest in
his growth and business acumen was evident by the
high level of engagement with the Expo audience, and
he still had people lined up to speak with him an hour
after the presentation ended. We will definitely see
more of Smoke’s in the future.

Side Meetings
The Potato Expo provides an excellent opportunity
to schedule side meetings to make the most efficient
use of the presence of so many industry leaders who
attend this event.
A meeting of the Potato Sustainability Initiative
committee was held to discuss to progress of the
program in moving from a survey to an audit based
system. Vernon Campbell is one of two Canadian
grower representatives on this committee.
Board of Directors meetings were also held for
United Potato Growers of Canada and the United Potato
Growers of America. The 2017 United Potato Business
Summit, sponsored by these two organizations and the
PMANA, was held on January 4th. (A full report can
be found on page xx). UPGC’s General Manager Kevin

Ray Keenan (left), Chairman of the
United Potato Growers of Canada
presents a token of appreciation to
Jerry Wright, retiring CEO of United
Potato Growers of America.
12
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MacIsaac emceed the well-attended summit event.
The 2018 Potato Expo will be held at the Rosen
Shingle Creek Resort in Orlando, Florida, from January
10 – 12th.

Two promoters of Canadian potatoes meet at the Potato Expo. Ryan Smolkin,
CEO of Smoke’s Poutinerie, gave a high energy presentation on the last day of the
Expo and then met Islanders at their booth. Left to right: Matthew Ramsay, Farm
Manger of Fox Island Elite Seed Potato Farm, Greg Donald, General Manager of
the PEI Potato Board, Ryan Smolkin and John Hogg, a director of the PEI Potato
Board.
January/February 2017

CONFIDENCE.
When your coverage is this good, confidence comes easily.
The potato business can be unpredictable, but your coverage doesn’t have to be. Titan® Emesto® seed-piece
treatment is a red formulation that’s easy to apply and easy to see. It protects against the broadest spectrum
of insects – including Colorado potato beetle – plus all major seed-borne diseases, including rhizoctonia, silver
scurf and fusarium, even current resistant strains. But don’t just take our word for it. Canadian potato growers
have confidence in Titan Emesto.

Hear their stories at TitanEmesto.ca

cropscience.bayer.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer representative.

@Bayer4CropsCA

Always read and follow label directions. Emesto® and Titan ® are registered trademarks of the Bayer Group. Bayer CropScience Inc. is a member of CropLife Canada.
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Canadian Horticultural Council Makes Recomendations
for New Federal Programs
The following information is a summary of excerpts
from the document entitled “RESPONSE OF THE
CANADIAN HORTICULTURAL COUNCIL TO THE NEXT
POLICY FRAMEWORK FOR AGRICULTURE” which was
released on December 8, 2016:
The Canadian Horticultural Council (CHC)
represents grower associations across Canada. The
recommendations contained within this document
were prepared based on CHC standing policy and
resolutions that reflect the directives as put forth by
CHC members. The purpose of this document is to offer
government decision-makers the perspective gained by
Canada’s horticultural sector based on its experience
with Growing Forward 2 and taking into account the
priority areas outlined in the Calgary Statement.
The Canadian government’s commitment to
cost-sharing of industry-focused programs within
the Agricultural Policy Framework brings together
expertise from industry, government and academia to
address key challenges, create new opportunities, and
support the growth of Canadian horticulture.
Canadian growers are impacted by many factors
in their ability to bring produce to market, key among
them are government policy and regulations. The Next
Policy Framework (NPF) will need to address many
challenges to support the growth and competitiveness
of Canada’s agricultural sector, while dealing with
increased volatility in weather and global markets. This
framework must help position Canada’s horticultural
sector for success by ensuring that policy and programs
are well-informed, practical and beneficial to growers
and administrators. It is our hope that this document
will offer support and insight to the government as it
forges a plan for Canada’s agricultural industry beyond
2018.
Specific Recommendations:
MARKETS AND TRADE
• Work with industry to improve branding and
increase market opportunities that focus on building
industry’s capacity for market development and
ensure a positive impact for primary producers.
• Increase support for strengthening markets in the
United States and accessing new markets in other
countries.
• Need for adequate tools to support sanitary and
14
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•

phytosanitary issues to ensure fairness in trade.
Continue the work of the Regulatory Cooperation
Council (RCC) towards alignment on a perimeter
approach on plant health, safe bilateral trade, crop
protection products and food safety.
SCIENCE, RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Commit to research, promote and financially
support the agricultural use of new technologies,
paying particular attention to those used in good
pest management practices and which are necessary
to maintain our trade competitiveness with North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) partners
and more specifically with our competitors in the
World Trade Organization (WTO) and the U.S.
Expand research efforts and financial and material
support of industry research in the horticultural
sector, including biotechnology, specifically
Integrated Pest Management.
Allow for projects that collect baseline information
in order to measure progress, as well as to build
public trust.
Ensure eligibility of topics such as precision
agriculture to increase farm efficiency and
alternatives to reduce, mitigate and build resilience
towards effects of climate change.
Commit new funding to allow broadening of the
number of projects approved under the Agri-Science
Cluster for Horticulture that receive support.
Ensure that there are mechanisms that take into
consideration projects that respond to regional or
provincial needs as well as those with a national
focus.
Ensure open consultation with industry partners
and stakeholders on the nature of funding and
associated restrictions with respect to eligibility
at the outset of future Agri-Science Cluster
programs.
Provide cost shared funding under Agri-Innovation
programs at the current 75% government and 25%
industry levels.
Provide support through innovation to increase
consumption of fruits and vegetables by improving
access to nutritious foods for Canadians.
January/February 2017

Potatoes are
more than a side.

It’s no wonder growers trust our solutions for potatoes. We
provide some of the most innovative chemistries on the market
to help you manage key diseases such as early blight, late blight,
white mold and rhizoctonia. In addition to exceptional disease
control, Cabrio Plus provides the benefits of AgCelence®, helping
your potatoes increase growth efficiency and better manage
minor stress for increased yield potential. Visit agsolutions.ca/
horticulture to learn more.
Always read and follow label directions.
AgSolutions is a registered trade-mark of BASF Corporation; AgCelence, CABRIO, OUTLOOK and SERCADIS are registered trade-marks
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of BASF SE; FORUM is a trade-mark of BASF Agro B.V.; all used with permission by BASF
Canada
Inc. CABRIO,
FORUM
and SERCADIS
should be used in a preventative disease control program. © 2017 BASF Canada Inc.

•

•

•

•

•

•
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RISK MANAGEMENT
Agri-Stability
Make it a priority to change the level of coverage
offered through the Agri-Stability Program returning
it back to that of the program preceding Growing
Forward 2, by:
1. Re-establishing the previous limit that triggers
the Agri-Stability Program, so that payments
are made when margins for the program year
fall below 85% of the producer’s historical
reference margins.
2. Eliminating the measures limiting the reference
margins within the Agri-Stability Program,
and exploring alternative approaches to limit
payments in cases of producers who earn a
profit, while also ensuring allowable expenses
are covered for producers with negative
margins.
Agri-Invest
increase the Agri-Invest basic maximum contribution
rate for matching contributions to 4.5% of allowable
net sales on eligible commodities and eliminate the
caps on government payments.
Provide more flexibility for producers with regards
to withdrawal of funds accumulated through the
Agri-Invest Program, namely by allowing producers
to remove their own funds first provided they are
earmarked for pre-approved investments that
mitigate financial and production risks.
Agri-Insurance
Explore a Self-Directed Production Insurance
Program (SDPI) that would benefit horticultural
producers of all farm sizes. Growers have always
viewed Agri-Insurance as a very important and
valuable program. Under Growing Forward 2,
this sentiment remained with the majority of
BRM funds being utilized under Agri-Insurance.
Approximately 80 horticultural crops have no crop
insurance plans, while others that have plans, are
ineffective and therefore are undersubscribed.
Agri-Recovery
Minimize the number of steps that trigger AgriRecovery payments to growers facing a disaster
situation.
Clearly define the measures available through
the Agri-Recovery Program, such as those aimed
at providing aid in response to natural disasters.
Prince Edward Island Potato News

Make sure that a natural disaster that qualifies
for Agri-Recovery is different from other weather
or pest-related events that would normally trigger
payments under other BRM programs, thus
preventing the clawback of BRM payments.
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

PROVINCIAL BRM PROGRAMS
Provide federal funding support for provincial
programs that help fill in gaps in existing BRM
programs.
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND
CLIMATE CHANGE
Need for adequate federal government funding for
agriculture adaptation programs.
Ensure adequate funding to support the resiliency
and environmental sustainability of the industry.
Ensure that weather models are kept updated,
and the accuracy of weather prediction is
continually improved so as to ensure horticultural
producers across Canada are able to make the
best management decisions based on predicted
weather.
Ensure eligibility of topics such as precision
agriculture to increase farm efficiency and
alternatives to reduce, mitigate and build resilience
towards effects of climate change.
PUBLIC TRUST
Align and integrate federal and provincial food
safety assurance systems to make these systems
scalable and sustainable.
Support producers to continue to build upon existing
and successful food safety assurance programs
to ensure they meet the needs of producers,
processors, retailers, regulators and consumers.
Work with industry partners, including producers
and retailers, to develop and implement a plan to
affect social license/public trust.
LABOUR
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program (SAWP)
Review the concept of related services within the
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program (SAWP)
employment contract to allow Canadian employers
to benefit from daily deductions for ancillary
services.
Work with Employment and Social Development
Canada (ESDC) to streamline the SAWP by using
January/February 2017

including Service Canada, Employment and Social
Development and Citizenship and Immigration.

existing Labour Market Impact Assessment
approvals to enable an accelerated authorization
process for replacing employees.

•

•
•

•

Temporary Foreign Worker Program (TFWP)
Agricultural Stream
Establish a trusted employer or Nexus system to
reduce the administrative burden for businesses
that have previously already submitted a request
as part of Temporary Foreign Worker Programs
(TFWP) (e.g., housing inspections valid for 12
months, reduced number of forms and information
requested, fast tracking for businesses who have
made no changes for five years and obtained a
positive Labour Market Impact Assessment in a
year).
Modify the TFWP Agricultural Stream to eliminate
the cumulative time limit for working in Canada.
Improve processing of applications to ensure timely
arrival of workers and ability for workers to transfer
quickly and easily between employers within a
season.
Establish an annual meeting of the TFWP Agricultural
Stream which would invite federal departments,

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

NATIONAL FOOD POLICY
Provide a federally-led framework to fund,
standardize and coordinate provincial and
community nutrition programs needed to develop
a coordinated approach that improve the health of
Canadians through proper diet.
CROP PROTECTION
Increase funding to promote and implement best
management practices (BMP) and work with
industry, producers and provincial governments to
develop a national baseline for the Environmental
Farm Plan.
Increase the Pest Management Regulatory Agency’s
(PMRA) and the AAFC’s Pest Management Centre’s
human, financial and material resources in order to
meet the evolving contextual needs of industry.
Support the PMRA in accelerating the registration
process for alternative pest control products.
Support the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA) in developing and implementing a program
similar to the National Clean Plant Network in the
United States.
Ensure ongoing consultation with industry partners,
provincial governments and government agencies
on a timely, efficient and transparent review of
pest management practices and regulations.
Ensure that sufficient funding and personnel are
dedicated to the continuation of critical plant
health activities including regulation of pests and
diseases, and monitoring activities.

SEED FOR SALE LISTING

On its website, the Board offers a service
to list seed volumes that growers have
remaining for sale.
To have your seed listed please call Mary
Kay or Karen at the Board office with the
following information:
Variety
Class
Volume for sale
Post Harvest Test Result
Contact Number
January/February 2017
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Marketing Updates!
For those of us who are not in the marketplace every
day or every week, we are fortunate to have reports from
our trade reps. Both Brad and Peter have decades of retail
and foodservice experience, and who among many things,
act as our eyes and ears in their respective markets. If you
ever would like more information on anything in these
reports, please don’t hesitate to reach out to either of them,
or Kendra in the Board office.

Peter Goulet
U.S. Trade Representative
As we turn the page on our calendars and welcome
the New Year, 2017 is off to a very promising start for PEI
potatoes here in the U.S. market. Demand has been very
steady since mid-November, and shipments to the States
are running approximately 40% higher than last year at
this point of the shipping season. On top of that, FOB
prices are much firmer than last year, making the outlook
for the balance of this 2016-2017 marketing season a very
successful and hopefully profitable one as well for PEI
growers Stadry-ECSales
and dealers.Ad.pdf 1 2017-01-02 3:12 PM

With supplies and availability down from some growing
areas due to unfavorable growing and harvesting conditions
late in the fall, as well as growing demand for product out of
PEI in some regions in Canada, I don’t see the demand from
the States falling off anytime soon. We’re also experiencing
very good advertising support from our retail partners here
in the Northeast. Based on the number of weekly circular
ads I’ve been tracking, I would be surprised if many/most
retailers don’t maximize their promotional incentives for the
fall and winter timeframe. In discussing this demand with
retail Produce Directors, some of the feedback I’ve received
is interesting, and a little different than what I’ve heard
from recent past marketing seasons. One retailer told me
that they’re focused on a “back to basics” marketing theme
store-wide, making it easy for customers to prepare home
cooked meals at a good value. This includes selling popular
meat choices such as beef roasts and whole chickens at a
great price, but also promoting core produce items such as
potatoes, onions, and carrots, etc. at a great value. Another
retailer spoke of how the economy has changed quite a
bit in the past couple of years, and consumer confidence
is high, making it easier to promote larger package sizes at

THE NATURAL “FIRST AID”
DRYING AGENT WITH CALCIUM
FOR CUT SEED POTATOES
4 reasons you need to incorporate
SUPER STA-DRY into your
Existing Seed Treatment Program!

C

M

SUPER

DRYING AGENT

SEED TREAT

Worker safety, product is non-toxic and does not become
airborne during application.

Y

CM

Source of calcium enhanced with amino acids and enzymes
for early seed piece growth.

MY

CY

Excellent drying agent to add to your existing fungicide treatment.
CMY

Economical based on research results by Ag Canada in PEI.

K

Adam Townshend
Owner/Sales
902-969-7325

902-687-4053

704 RTE 310 Fortune Bridge, PEI
C0A 2B0
easterncropsupplies@gmail.com
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Agriculture is our way of life too
Meet Jen
With a lifetime of experience in ag, Jen helps Canadian
producers build their dreams. Like everyone on your FCC team,
Jen knows your industry and she’ll get to know you.
Jen Masur

1-800-387-3232

fcc.ca

FCC Relationship
Management
Associate

January/February 2017
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higher retail price points in their ads. This is also a change
as last year we saw a lot of bulk potatoes being promoted
at under a $1.00/lb retail, when retailers were looking at
driving a lower price impression to compete with discount
banners.
Another factor that is contributing to strong demand for
our potatoes is inclement weather in some regions, mainly
California, and the adverse effect that is having on major
crops such as citrus. This is making the availability of key
items difficult to consider as viable for advertising, creating
an opening for potatoes and other storage crops. Other
winter crops such as fruit from South America have also
suffered from the weather, making those imports higher
priced than in recent years.
In summary, even with the overall lower potato
consumption that we’ve all heard about and experienced
over the past decade or so, all of the above factors I’ve talked
about should hold true for the balance of the season and
lead to firm demand. Let’s hope that our storage holdings
can be managed to that expected demand. If so, it will put
dealers in a position to take advantage of what should be
even higher pricing as the season continues.

Brad Brownsey
Canadian Trade Representative
At the midway point of the 2016/17 shipping season,
what a change a year makes! Movement of the 2016/17 PEI
crop is off to a fabulous start, with CDN shipments running

+26.8% ahead of LY’s pace. Higher YOY fobs are generating
substantially more real dollar returns for every bag sold! And
with fresh table potato supplies in other potato-producing
provinces (save for BC) as well as on the Island tightening,
strong mid and late-season market opportunities beyond
Atlantic Canada are projected, most especially in Ontario.
Despite BC’s all-time record yield, production and
YOY holdings (up +19.5% as at January 1st) coupled with
and against still attractively priced and broadly available
Washington russets despite Canada’s weak $0.75 dollar,
higher priced PEI potatoes are being sought and strategically
promoted by BC retailers. To-date, four (4) dedicated PEI
feature ads have been generated, all leading into this past
holiday season. Participating BC as well as other select
western (AB) retailers remain committed to sourcing and
strategically promoting PEI potatoes now through the end of
April. Yes, opportunities still abound in Western Canada!
With potato holdings in ON down -42.8% YOY, it
should come as no surprise that the ON trade is quickly
and increasingly turning to PEI for their fresh table potato
needs … a position that most certainly will continue to
intensify as the 2016/17 shipping season deepens. Todate, ON retailers have featured PEI potatoes 15X, well
ahead of last year’s pace. In Canada’s most challenging
provincial market, QC retailers are again sourcing and most
recently, are strategically promoting PEI potatoes. With
9.1% fewer potatoes YOY being held in QC storages, could
the QC trade also be looking east to PEI to fill their mid
and more importantly late-season table potato needs? In
the Maritimes, with NB YOY holdings down -16.0%, what
additional sales opportunities may come PEI dealers way?
Season to-date, PEI potatoes have already been featured
17X in Atlantic Canada!
Strong export sales to the U.S. to-date coupled with
ever tightening fresh table potato stocks across the country
and on the Island is a growing concern for a number of CDN
retailers (particularly those located in Ontario). Increasingly
the #1 question being asked is whether PEI / PEI dealers will
have the capacity to fill the trade’s fresh table potato needs,
especially and critically, through the end of May. With fresh
table potato demand largely exceeding supply, PEI dealers
find themselves in a strong and very attractive mid and lateseason position. That said, there’s equally a great onus,
and responsibility, on dealers to most effectively manage
remaining table potato stocks and s-t-r-e-t-c-h availability to
ensure that the CDN trade can source with 100% confidence
PEI table potatoes (at a minimum) through the end of May.
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Post Harvest Test Results
by Mary Kay Sonier, Seed Coordinator

Over time, the understanding has gained ground that
it is early season movement of “other” or non-potato
colonizing aphids that can have a huge impact on PVY
spread, as opposed to the late season population of green
peach aphids which increase the risk of spread of Potato
Leafroll Virus. The results of year to year data from the
aphid alert program show that seasons with early aphid
movement correspond to years with elevated virus spread.

Year
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009

Unfortunately, we never know at the start of the season
what the aphid populations and movement will be, so
seed growers must manage their crops every year as if the
potential for virus spread will be high. This has increased
the cost of seed production, but as the numbers in Table 1
show, we have been able to achieve more consistent results
and avoid the extremely low pass rates we saw as recently
as 2009 and 2012.
The combination of changes in seed production practices
and a season with very low “other” aphid numbers in late
June/early July has resulted in a pass rate for the 2016 seed
crop that is the best we have seen in many years. As well,
59% of those samples had a clear reading. This puts our
industry in a good position for planting in 2017 and could
help ensure a low inoculum environment for the coming
growing season.
Changes to the Elite Seed Crop Insurance program also

Visual % lots w/in
Pass
cap after
Rate
PHT
97.1
92
96.2
77
97.5
89
96.8
78
95.7
57
92.2
80
93.3
82
93.1
56

Table 1. PEI Post Harvest Test samples with results below
the 3% total virus provincial planting cap.
provide growers with increased flexibility to manage their
risk. In 2016, a pilot program was introduced which saw
the planting deadlines extended by 5 days. This will be
part of the program again in 2017. In addition, growers can
still maintain a level of protection against virus infection
while extending their topkill dates. Three topkill options
are available with a sliding scale so that protection levels
decrease as topkill is extended.

"Other" Aphid Monitoring Data (2009, 2012-2016)
18
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Agronomy Initiative Winter Update
by Ryan Barrett, Project Lead, AIM
Since May 2016, the Agronomy Initiative for Marketable
Yield Improvement (AIM) has been active through its Steering
Committee and Working Groups to identify opportunities
to improve marketable yield for Island processing potato
growers while prioritizing grower profitability and
environmental sustainability. The Initiative is a partnership
between the growers delivering to Cavendish Farms, the
Province of PEI, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, and
Cavendish Farms, with each partner having representation

on the Steering Committee and the three Working Groups.
The PEI Potato Board is managing the project, and the initial
three year goal is to improve marketable yield by 25 cwt per
acre on processing varieties.
Following grower consultations last spring, the Working
Groups (Soil Improvement, Seed Management, Science
and Technology) have been active in identifying key areas
where projects can be developed to provide growers
with the right information to make improvements to
production practices. These
projects are a combination
of
extension/agronomy
workshops, invited speakers
on important topics, support
of on-farm grower trials,
and multi-site research
#neverstopgrowing
trials. The emphasis will be
providing the link between
research and the grower
community, ensuring that
the results of recent research
and innovation, both local
and around the world, is
effectively communicated
to growers.
For
the
Seed
Management
Working
Group, investigation of
the use of whole seed was
identified as a high priority.
A first year of research to
compare whole versus cut
seed under PEI growing
S
T
conditions was completed
in 2016, and an expansion of
that research is planned for
A golden opportunity could be yours—
2017. A series of workshops
win up to $10,000 in Pioneer® brand seed!
on improvements to seed
That’s right, Seed for a Season Maritimes is here! Purchase any Pioneer brand
handling is planned for early
corn or soybean product by December 9th and be automatically entered to win
one of three prizes of up to $10,000 in Pioneer brand seed! One guaranteed
April 2017, and field trials
prize in each province: Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island.
looking at the effect of seed
&ORMOREINFORMATIONCONTACT
generation on marketable
0HILLIPS!GRI3ERVICES
yield is also planned.
  
The Soil Improvement
Working
Group
has
identified crop rotation and
building soil organic matter
as high priority areas. A

CONSIDER IT THE

OF THE 21 CEN TURY.

®

®

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Open to a Canadian corporation, company, partnership or natural person that owns or leases a corn or soybean farm located in the provinces of NS, NB and PEI
and, where applicable, who is at least the age of majority. Contest runs Sept. 13/16 at 6:00:01 pm ET to Dec. 9/16 at 11:59:59 pm ET. Limit: max. 500 entries per person regardless of method of entry.
Odds of winning depend on number of entries received in applicable jurisdiction during the contest period. Limit of one (1) prize per entrant and limit of one (1) prize per farm. Prizes incl. account
credit redeemable for purchase of any Pioneer®ÏBRANDÏSEEDÏPRODUCTSÏFORÏUSEÏONÏPLANTABLEÏACREAGEÏOFÏAÏDESIGNATEDÏFARMÏANDÏBASEDÏONÏFARMÏSIZEÏATÏTHEÏTIMEÏOFÏNOTIlÏCATIONÏOFÏWINNINGÏÏPRIZESÏÏ
prize for entrants from NS, 1 prize for entrants from NB and 1 prize for entrants from PEI): each up to $10,000 CAD account credit redeemable by June 1, 2017. Account credit not transferable
between farms; account credits end if farm operations on designated farm ceases. Details & Rules: www.pioneer.com/canada
,

,

® SM TM
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series of local workshops on building soil health through
crop rotation is planned for February 27-28th, featuring
Dr. Robert Larkin from USDA in Maine. In addition, a
demonstration trial featuring different soil building rotation
crops will be established at Harrington Farm, with plans for
an open house this summer. The Soil Working Group is also
working on projects in the areas of soil compaction, early
dying complex, and the economic analysis of different crop
rotations.
The Science and Technology Working Group has perhaps
the broadest range of potential project areas to explore.
One of the high priority areas to investigate is making
use of grower grade slip data to provide a benchmarking
tool for growers directly, as well as identifying trends and
correlations within the data that can be further investigated.
It is thought that there is significant value in this database
at the Board that the industry is not capitalizing on at this
point. In addition, two projects are planned relating to
precision agriculture tools. On March 13-14th, a series of
local workshops will be held to explore the power of new
precision tools to better measure yields and soil variability

to make better management decisions. As well, a research
project examining soil electroconductivity and its use in
variable rate fertilizer and lime application is also being
explored. This group is also actively looking at different types
of potato equipment/technology directly with growers.
We encourage all Cavendish growers to attend the
different extension workshops and seminars planned for
this winter and spring. The Working Groups have made
the effort to identify top notch speakers from around North
America to be involved in these projects, so we hope that
all growers will take advantage of these events. As noted,
some workshops will be held at different locations across
the Island, and will be half-day, single-topic workshops to
hopefully fit better into already busy farm schedules.
As always, I would be happy to hear from growers that
have questions about AIM or who would like to be involved
with on-farm trials. Please feel free to contact me directly
or contact one of the chairs of our Working Groups: John
Ramsay (Seed), Jonathan MacLennan (Soil), and Nathan
Ching (Science/Tech). This Agronomy Initiative is by growers,
for growers, so your input and involvement is essential!

Agronomy Initiative (AIM) Workshops:
Improving Soil Health and Yield through Crop Rotation
featuring Dr. Robert Larkin, USDA, Orono, ME
			

February 27th, 2017: 		

9 am at Boxcar Pub & Grill, Emerald

							

1:30 pm at Rodd Mill River Resort

			

9 am at Lanes Riverhouse Inn, Montague

February 28th, 2017:		

Measuring For Success: Precision Agriculture Tools in Potato Production
featuring Karen Tracy-Cowan, AgTech GIS, Embro, ON and Nathan Ching, Black Pond Farms, Souris, PE
			

March 13th, 2017: 		

9 am at Boxcar Pub & Grill, Emerald

							

1:30 pm at Rodd Mill River Resort

			

9 am at Lanes Riverhouse Inn, Montague

March 14th, 2017:		

Seed Handling Workshops
Topics including seed cutter calibration, bruise reduction, seed piece treatment, and more.
Late March …watch for more details soon.

January/February 2017
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An Update on:

New Faces in the PEI Research Sector
by Lynda MacSwain, Manager, Industry Development, PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries and
Wayne Riley, Atlantic Communications Manager, Public Affairs Branch, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Dr. Suqi Liu, Wireworm Researcher
PEI Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
As all Island growers are aware, wireworm populations
continue to increase. They are causing millions of dollars of
damage and economic loss to many different crops, not only
potatoes. The five year life cycle of this pest makes them
very difficult to control. Research Scientist Dr. Christine
Noronha with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada has been
researching many different control measures, but identified
that our knowledge of the biology of this pest is lacking.
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Dr. Suqi Liu was hired by the Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries in January of 2016. Her Ph.D. is in Entomology.
Her office is located at the Charlottetown Research Centre.
As there is currently very little information available on
the Agriotes sputator species, this partnership with the
Department and AAFC will allow for intensive researching
of the biology, and ecology of this species. The information
Dr.Liu is gathering is increasing our understanding of
the pest’s life cycle, which in turn will strengthen the
development of wireworm mitigation strategies for PEI.
This past year Suqi collected beetles
from fields, and closely studied:
•
Emergence patterns – when do the
click beetles emerge.
•
Mating - when do they start mating,
and begin laying their eggs.
•
Frequency of Mating - how many
times they mate.
•
Larval stages – how fast do they
grow.
She has gathered information that
was previously unknown, and we are
looking forward to having her present
some of her initial findings to growers
this winter. One very interesting piece
of work she will share is a videotape she
took of the behaviour of these insects.
Her 2017 research will include things
like how females choose their egg laying
sites, what do they prefer to feed on and
how deep do the worms dig. All of this

January/February 2017

research will help us gain a better understanding of this
pest.
Dr. Liu will share her findings to date with producers
at Potato Day, scheduled for February 14th at Credit Union
Place in Summerside, and at the Wireworm Research and
Extension Seminar to be held on March 28th at Red Shores
in Charlottetown.

January.
Dr. Andrew McKenzie-Gopsill joined the Charlottetown
Research and Development Centre last September as a
weed specialist. His research will include mechanical and
biological methods to kill weeds, as well as field management
techniques to reduce weed growth. He is also tracking
herbicide resistance in weeds across the Maritimes.

Hiring of New Scientists Over the Past Year
Add Valuable Capacity to the AAFC Research
Station in Charlottetown
Trained in environmental engineering, Dr. Morteza
Mesbah joins the Charlottetown Research Centre as an
agro-system modeller and data scientist. He will be using a
super computer and data from satellites, weather stations
on the ground and field studies to develop more detailed
and accurate computer models to help farmers lighten their
environmental footprint while meeting their production
needs.

Grain and oilseed plant pathologist Dr. Adam Foster
joined the research centre in November 2015, following
the retirement of Richard Martin. He is using his expertise
in molecular biology to test the effectiveness of current
integrated pest management strategies and to develop new
ones.

Dr. David McMullin stands with the gas chromatography
mass spectrometer he’ll be using at the Charlottetown
Research and Development Centre to help study how a
changing climate is affecting the chemistry of fungi, bacteria
and other microbial life and its impact on agriculture. The
environmental chemist joined the centre’s science team in

The industry looks forward to seeing these new
members of the Island research community at our winter
meetings. Their work will be valuable to the national, as
well as the local, potato industry.
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Report on the 2017 Business
Summit
by Kevin MacIsaac, General Manager, UPGC
The Potato Business Summit was one of the highlights
of the 2017 Potato Expo in San Francisco. In addition to
400 physical registrations, there were also another 510
participants watching on line through a live feed link.
The highlights of the comments provided by our guest
speakers during their presentations are provided below and
the full presentations are available online in both video and
slide formats at www.potatobusinesssummit.com.
Stephen Nicholson, Vice President, Rabobank
This is a return to “ordinary times” for grain and oilseed
commodities. After several profitable years, the outlook
is less optimistic due to political uncertainty, and growing
global stocks keeping downward pressure on prices. 2017
will likely see less corn and wheat acres, but more acres
planted to soybeans. Lower commodity prices are softening
land values but not to the extent of the 1980’s slippage.
Markets are also diversifying in response to the large
volumes of organic corn and soybean being imported into
the United States.
Steve Patterson, Global Vice President,
J.R. Simplot Company
The world outlook for frozen potatoes is very positive.
Eighty percent of food service sales are now outside the
US. China is now the largest food service market. Projected
global growth from 2015 to 2020 is expected to increase
by 2.5 billion lbs. McDonalds’ all day breakfast was the
headline of 2016, generating high usage of potatoes.
Drew Facer, President and CEO, Idahoan Foods
The outlook for dehydrated potato products on a world
scale is very strong. In retail, potatoes are the number one
side dish in America. However, in retail, the growth of rice
and pasta is outpacing potatoes. Dehydrators prefer to use
raw material with low sugars and high solids. New innovative
packaging and great flavour selections have helped boost
sales of potato flakes.
Wayne Welter, Director of Business Analysis,
J.R. Simplot Company
The world/domestic outlook for fertilizer is one of
increasing capacity. There has been a 50% increase in urea
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capacity. All three nutrients are in a period of capacity
expansion. As long as the US dollar is strong, foreign
producers view the US market as an outlet for excess
production.
Cedric Porter, World Potato Markets, United Kingdom
European potato production in the five main countries
was down despite an increase in acreage. Supplies are tighter
this year but a weak Euro is helping to drive exports. Brexit
overshadows the EU market this year. Biggest opportunities
are outside the EU and North America.
Ross Johnson, Global Marketing Manager, Potatoes USA
Retail and foodservice trends continue to be studied by
Potatoes USA.
“Potatoes Power Performance” is a promotion targeted
towards elite athletes as potatoes fuel their body and brain
throughout the day. Since 2014, growth of online grocery
purchases has exploded. Meal kit delivery services are
growing in popularity from a convenience point of view.
Deanna Kovar, Director of Precision Ag Marketing,
John Deere
Farming technology applications will continue to grow
in complexity and detail.
Potato growers see value in precise placement and
Active Implement Guidance. Yield data can be transferred
into the John Deere Operations Centre via USB or wireless
data transfer.
Mark Klompien, CEO, United Potato Growers of America
The 2017 outlook for fresh potatoes is mixed.
What does price say about supply? If price is below
cost of production, the market is oversupplied and
unacceptable. If price exceeds production costs, then
supply is acceptable. Given the relatively poor profitability
projected for alternative crops in 2017, potato acreage is
expected (according to Bruce Huffaker’s model) to increase
by 3% in 2017. Simply put, less money will be lost on
potatoes than other crops. This in turn will hamper returns
for potato growers.
Conclusion
The Potato Business Summit provided a comprehensive
analysis of the North American and Global Potato Industry
for all sectors; table, processing, dehy, and seed. Attendance
and requests for information from this meeting are a tribute
to its significance.
United Potato Growers of Canada is proud to partner
with the United Potato Growers of America and the PMANA
to offer the Summit annually.
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Holdings and Disposition as of January 1, 2017

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND POTATO BOARD

CANADIAN HOLDINGS as of January 1 ('000 cwt)
2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

16-17 vs.
15-16

PEI
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Total Maritimes

17,663
9,070
N/A
26,733

18,155
9,611
N/A
27,766

18,717
10,750
N/A
29,467

18,746
9,027
N/A
27,773

0.2%
-16.0%
N/A
-5.8%

Quebec
Ontario
Total Eastern Canada (inc. Maritimes)

7,290
4,959
38,982

7,652
4,822
40,240

8,373
4,590
42,430

7,611
2,626
38,010

-9.1%
-42.8%
-10.4%

Manitoba
Saskatchewan
Alberta
British Columbia
Total Western Canada

15,020
N/A
12,741
656
28,417

12,950
N/A
13,912
616
27,478

14,886
N/A
15,073
647
30,606

14,730
N/A
13,364
773
28,867

-1.0%
N/A
-11.3%
19.5%
-5.7%

CANADA TOTAL

67,399

67,718

73,036

66,877

-8.4%

2016-17

16-17 vs.
15-16

25,009,000 25,240,000 24,850,000 25,723,000

3.5%

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND DISPOSITION as of December 31 (cwt)
2013-14
Production

2014-15

2015-16

Canadian Shipments
U.S. Shipments
Export Shipments
Total Fresh

731,651
882,289
819,044
2,432,984

680,802
777,714
436,344
1,894,860

628,400
738,757
529,032
1,896,189

796,562
1,058,875
399,641
2,255,078

26.8%
43.3%
-24.5%
18.9%

Processing / Local Use

4,172,299

4,418,586

3,549,963

3,921,565

10.5%

0

0

0

0

741,017

771,179

686,598

800,522

16.6%

7,346,300

7,084,625

6,132,751

6,977,165

13.8%

17,662,700 18,155,375 18,717,249 18,745,835

0.2%

Projected Utilization as of January 1 (cwt)
4,761,529 5,109,790 5,118,064 4,797,496
10,822,779 11,078,071 11,584,188 11,894,420
2,078,392 1,967,515 2,014,997 2,053,919

-6.3%
2.7%
1.9%

Seed for Next Crop
Cullage
Total Disposition as of December 31
Holdings at January 1

Fresh
Processing
Seed
January/February 2017

Prince Edward Island Potato News

27

INDUSTRY UPDATES

Cavendish Farms Announces Expansion and
Construction of New Potato Processing Plant
in Lethbridge, Alberta

across Alberta to provide the right conditions for jobs,
economic growth, and diversification,” says Minister
of Agriculture and Forestry, Oneil Carlier. “This historic
December 12, 2016 - Lethbridge, Alberta – Cavendish private investment will create good jobs and build on
Farms is pleased to announce the expansion of its Lethbridge’s stellar reputation as a Canadian hub of
business in Lethbridge, Alberta, with the construction Agri-food business innovation.”
“The City of Lethbridge is thrilled with the decision
of a new frozen potato processing plant. Today’s
approval by Lethbridge City Council for the purchase by Cavendish Farms to stay in southern Alberta and
of land in the Sherring Industrial Park is the first step the commitment they’ve made to our city,” says City
towards the construction of a $350 million facility, of Lethbridge Mayor Chris Spearman. “This is the
largest investment in our city’s history, and we are
which will replace its current, aging plant.
tremendously excited to be part of this
growth. The positive economic impact
of today’s announcement and the
investment Cavendish Farms is making
in our community are something we are
very proud of.”
Construction is expected to begin in
spring 2017 and be completed by summer
2019. The new plant will allow Cavendish
Farms to more than double its annual
production capacity to meet growing
demand and will be more efficient,
reducing our carbon footprint.
Cavendish Farms is a family-owned
Pictured with the rendering of the new Cavendish Farms plant, from left company that produces quality frozen
potato and appetizer products for the North
American and international food industry,
supplying customers in the retail, restaurant,
and institutional sectors. We operate four
potato processing plants – two on Prince
Edward Island, one in Lethbridge, Alberta,
and one in Jamestown, North Dakota. We also operate a
fifth plant specializing in appetizer products in Wheatley,
Ontario.

to right are 48-year employee Gerry Patterson, Director of Operations,
Cavendish Farms Lethbridge, Lee Gleim, General Manager and Senior Vice
President of Cavendish Farms, Ron Clow, President of Cavendish Farms,
Robert K. Irving, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Oneil Carlier, Lethbridge
Mayor Chris Spearman, Trevor Lewington, CEO Economic Development
Lethbridge, Grower Greg Nakamura.

“Cavendish Farms is pleased to be expanding
our business in Lethbridge and we are proud of the
relationship we have built with the City and the people
who make up this community,” says Robert K. Irving,
President of Cavendish Farms. “The opportunity to
expand in Lethbridge, and remain within the region
is very important to us. Lethbridge has provided
Cavendish Farms with a cross-Canada presence that
has helped fuel our growth and allowed us to reach
key markets.” Mr. Irving further adds, “This expansion
is possible because of the commitment of Cavendish
Farms employees, customers, growers, and suppliers.
It is their efforts that have allowed us to grow and
expand.”
“Our government is working with municipalities
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USDA Deregulates Additional Varieties of
Innate® Second Generation Potatoes with
Late Blight Disease Protection and Cold
Storage Capability
October 28, 2106 - The USDA has deregulated the
Ranger Russet and Atlantic varieties of the second
generation of Innate® biotech potatoes. These varieties
join the Innate® second generation Russet Burbank
potato which was deregulated last year.
The second generation of Innate potatoes contains
January/February 2017

four beneficial traits of relevance to potato growers,
processors and consumers: 1.) Reduced bruising and
black spots; 2.) Reduced asparagine; 3.) Protection
against the late blight pathogen; and, 4.) Enhanced
cold storage capability. These traits were achieved by
adding only genes from wild and cultivated potatoes.
Research shows that Innate second generation
potatoes will further contribute to reducing waste
associated with bruise, blight and storage losses by
reducing waste at multiple stages of the value chain,
including in-field, during storage, processing, and in
foodservice. That research suggests that these traits will
translate to less land, water and pesticide applications
to produce these potatoes.
Academics consulted by Simplot, for instance,
estimate that the Innate late blight protection trait
can result in a 50% reduction in fungicide applications
annually to control late blight disease, cause of
the Irish Potato Famine in the mid-19th century.
Lower asparagine means that accumulation levels of
acrylamide can be reduced by up to 90% or more when
these potatoes are cooked at high temperatures. In
addition, lower reducing sugars enable cold storage at
38°F for more than 6 months without the build-up of
sugars which improves quality.
“The introduction of late blight resistance in Innate
varieties is a game changer, one that has the potential
to dramatically reduce the environmental impact

of potato growing by reducing pesticide use,” said
Neil Gudmestad, University Distinguished Professor
& Endowed Chair of Potato Pathology, North Dakota
State University.
Simplot is looking forward to the completion of
the EPA registration and FDA consultation before these
additional varieties of second generation of Innate®
potatoes are initially introduced into the marketplace.

McCain Foods to Expand French Fry Capacity
December 16, 2016 - Food Business News McCain Foods Ltd. has announced plans to expand its
production capacity for frozen french fries in North
America, a move that will add more than 400 million
lbs of capacity to its current production.
The company did not disclose where the expansion
will take place but indicated that a decision is likely to
come in the next few months.
McCain earlier announced investment plans for its
specialty potato capacity in Plover, Wis., and in June
detailed plans to invest $65 million in its facility in
Florenceville, New Brunswick (Canada), increasing its
capacity there by more than 100 million lbs of specialty
potato products.
Outside of North America, McCain Foods has made
similar investments in Europe, increasing capacity to
meet increasing demand for its products, the company
said.

PEI RURAL BEAUTIFICATION SOCIETY POTATO WAREHOUSE IMPROVEMENT COMPETITION
Sponsor ~ PEI POTATO BOARD
Prizes on a Provincial basis are as follows: First prize - $400.00 Second prize - $200.00
A list of improvements you plan to make must be submitted this with your entry form. Photographs before
the improvements commence must accompany the entry or they can be emailed to Glenn Holmes: glendy@
eastlink.ca. All photographs will become the property of the Prince Edward Island Rural Beautification Society. This
competition is for communities located in Rural PEI (excluding Charlottetown & Summerside).
Judging will commence after September 1, 2017. Entry deadline- June 15, 2017
Criteria for judging based on the following:				
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General appearance of storage facilities, sheds, discarded potatoes 		
used/soiled bags, rocks, soil, oil, farm machinery and machinery placed in orderly fashion
Exterior appearance of building, exterior painting, exterior finish 		
Window glass, doors, roof, provision of storage for waste material		
Condition and appearance of warehouse identification
			
Landscaping; lawn areas, planting and care of trees, shrubs		
Condition of approach to the warehouse from the highway			
Lighting or illumination of the entire area			
		
Flag flying
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Improvements must be completed by September 1, 2016. 		
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McCain Foods is the world’s largest manufacturer of
frozen potato products, employing approximately 20,000
people and operating 47 production facilities on six
continents.

Bayer Launches Velum Prime,
a First Of its Kind Tool
for Managing Nematodes In Canada
Guelph, ON (November 16, 2016) – Bayer has
announced the launch of Velum™ Prime nematicide,
the first non-fumigant nematicide registered for
potatoes in Canada.
Velum Prime is a new mode of action and chemical
class (pyridinyl ethyl benzamide) for nematode
protection. It offers growers effective nematode
protection that helps sustain plant vigour and maximize
crop yield potential.
“The launch of Velum Prime in Canada provides
protection against a yield robbing pest that, for many
growers, didn’t have a viable solution outside of
fumigants,” says Jon Weinmaster, Crop & Campaign
Marketing Manager, Horticulture & Corn at Bayer.
“Potato growers have made great advances in
increasing yields and quality and this tool will help
them take it a step further.”
Recent trials of Velum Prime demonstrated
consistent yield and quality increases and reduction in
plant parasitic nematodes, including root lesion, root
knot and potato cyst nematode.
“Velum Prime is another tool for use in a
complete nematode management program,” says Jon
Weinmaster.
Velum Prime is applied in-furrow at planting.
It comes in a liquid formulation that offers reliable
efficacy at low application rates making it ideal for
use with existing in-furrow application equipment.
Plus, applied in-furrow, Velum Prime offers the added
benefit of early blight protection.
Available in 4.04L jugs, Velum Prime is easy to
apply, with minimal use restrictions, including flexible
tank mix compatibility.
Maximum residue limits for Velum Prime applied infurrow are in place supporting trade in North America
and Europe. Additional MRLs supporting trade in other
key export countries, including Japan, are expected
early in 2017.
For more information regarding Velum Prime,
growers are encouraged to talk to their local retailer or
visit cropscience.bayer.ca/VelumPrime.
30

Prince Edward Island Potato News

Upcoming Events
Please call the Board at (902) 892-6551 for
further information on any of these events.

February 2017
Feb 14		
		

PEI Potato Day 				
Credit Union Place, Summerside, PEI

Feb 15		
		
		

AAFC Fredericton Open House and
Accelerated Release Variety Day
Fredericton, NB

Feb 24		
		

Cavendish Farms Research Day 		
Credit Union Place, Summerside, PEI

Feb 26- 28
		
		

Restaurants Canada Show
Toronto, ON at the Direct Energy
Centre

Feb 27		
		
		
		

AIM Workshop - Improving Soil
Health Through Crop Rotation
9 AM Emerald, Boxcar Pub
1:30 PM Rodd Mill River Resort

Feb 28		
AIM Workshop - Improving Soil
		
Health Through Crop Rotation
		
9 AM Lanes Riverhouse Inn, 		
			
Montague

March 2017
Mar 1 & 2
		
		

PEI Soil & Crop Improvement 		
Conference
Rodd Royalty, Charlottetown

Mar 13		
		
		
		

AIM Workshop - Measuring for 		
Success: Precision Agriculture Tools
9 AM Emerald, Boxcar Pub
1:30 PM Rodd Mill River Resort

Mar 14		
AIM Workshop - Measuring for 		
		
Success: Precision Agriculture Tools
		
9 AM Lanes Riverhouse Inn, 		
			
Montague
Mar 14-16
		
		

Canadian Horticultural Council 		
AGM
Winnipeg, MB

Mar 15/16
		

Northeast Potato Technology Forum
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Fredericton, NB

Mar 28 		
		
		

Wireworm Research & Extension
Seminar
Red Shores Racetrack, Charlottetown
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Put nematodes where they
belong: in the history books.

New Velum Prime. The biggest news
in nematode protection – ever.
Velum™ Prime nematicide is here,
making yield-robbing nematodes a
worry of the past. Integrate it into
your nematode protection program
by applying it in-furrow at planting.
And give your potato yield a chance
at being one for the ages.
Learn more at cropscience.bayer.ca/VelumPrime

cropscience.bayer.ca or 1 888-283-6847 or contact your Bayer representative.

@Bayer4CropsCA

Always read and follow label directions. Velum™ is a trademark of the Bayer Group. Bayer CropScience Inc. is a member of CropLife Canada.

GROW POTATOES,
NOT SWISS CHEESE.
Proven by PEI growers to increase marketable yield.
No expensive application equipment required.
Safe, easy-to-use liquid.

Don’t let wireworms make a snack of your livelihood.
Protect your crop with Capture – a convenient liquid
insecticide engineered to fit your operation.
POTATOES

|

RASPBERRIES

Always read and follow label directions. FMC and Capture are trademarks of FMC Corporation.
© 2015 FMC Corporation. All rights reserved.

|

FMCcrop.ca

